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PBEFACE. 

The former Gazetteer of Ballia was compiled, shortly 
after the formation of the district as a separate adminis- 
trative unit, by the late Mr. D. T. Roberts, I.C.S., and 
Mr. A. Robinson, I.C.S. The former subsequently pro- 
duced his valuable report on the revision of records, from 
which much information has been obtained in compiling 
this volume. The revision was first undertaken in part 
by Mr. T. W. Morris, I.C.S., and subsequently by Mr. 
R. Oakden, I.C.S., to whom I am especially indebted 
for his ready help, both in collecting new material and 
in revising the proof. 

Allahabad: ") 

{ H. R. N. 

November 190T>) 
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|e Sarju^ which has a deep channel of no great width. In the 
iterior the level is o^ily broken by scattered depressions and the 
ll-clefined lines of drainage^ of which further mention will be 
pnade later. The soil is for the most part a light loam with a 
ponsiderable admixture of sand^ very similar to that prevailing 
pi the north of Azamgarh^ where it is known as halsundar. 
&n the higher ridges the proportion of sand increases, and the 
Bncl becomes very light, though not unfertile. In the depress 
pons the soil stiffens into clay, and in these tracts, which are often 
^ery extensive, rice is the prevailing crop. The western portion 
of the uplands xs further characterised by wide stretches of usar, 
which is very common in Kopachit, Lakhnesai', Bhadaon and part 
of Sikandarpur. The usar area makes its presence known by the 
appearance of the saline efflorescence known as reh^ which is an 
almost invariable result of saturation and the absence of any well 
marked channel for the escape of the surface drainage. It is 
impossible to show the actual proportions in which the area is 
divided between the different soils, owing to the absence of any 
statistics, but on the whole it may be said that loam accounts fox' 
some 60 per cent, of the area, the rest being divided between the 
light sandy soils and the various denominations of clay, distin- 
guished by the people as matiar and harail. 

The lowland ti'act comprises the rest of the district, but is far 
from being of a uniform character throughout. The main distinction 
[s between the more recent and the more ancxent alluvium, the former 
being that lying on the immediate banks of the rivers, known 
generically by the name of diara^ which corresponds to the 
khadif and Icachhar of other parts; while the latter includes 
those lands which have remained untouched for a long period 
are marked by inexhaustible fertility, by close and con- 
|nuoTis cultivation, by numerous groves, and by densely clustered 
lages. A further distinction should be made between the 
bently formed lowlands of the Ganges and those of the Ghagra. 
|e two rivers differ very greatly in the nature of their 
Ion, with the result that the new formations exhibit widely 
lerent characteristics. In the extreme east of the district the 
|blend into one another without any line of demarcation. There 
bilarly in moist cases no clear boundary between the ancient cmd' 
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rjBcent deposits, save where the Ganges has cut into the older 
formations within the last few years, leaving a cliff of sand 
with a top layer of earth varying in depth from little more than 
a foot to several yards, or in the few places where the flood 
bank of the Ghagra is clearly marked. The surface of the 
lowlands is often very uneven, being scored in every direction by 
irregular depressions marking tho old courses of the rivers, some 
of these almost resembling tributary streams and others surviving 
as narrow lagoons, while others again are merely traceable in the 
long ridges of unfertile sand. Asa rule the level is about 15 
feet below that of the uplands, though it varies from place to 
place : the only recorded heights are those of the Great Trigo- 
nometrical Survey pillarsat Binchhapra to the north-east of Ballia, 
Khadipur to the north of Bansdih, and Nurpur near Eeoti, which 
are at the base 204, 205, and 190 feet respectively above tho 
Karachi sea level. 

The Ghagra is a great river, navigable throughout its length 
in this district, and indeed for a long distance above the Ballia 
borders, by boats of large tonnage and stern-wheel steamers of 
considerable carrying capacity, even when it has shrunk to its 
smallest dimensions during the dry season. The river has its 
origin in the mountains of Kumaun and Nepal, and is formed of 
the combined waters of the Chauka, Kauriala, Eapti and many 
sjnallor streams. It swells during the rains to an immense size, 
and as the current is then very strong and raj)id, the damage 
done by flooding is frequently severe. The stream is apt to fill the ^ 
entire space between the flood banks and its subsidence is accom- 
panied by the formation of numerous side channels and back- 
waters in the low alluvial lands, while the whole surface of the 
country thus inundated is changed to a surprising extent from year 
to year. The course of the river is stereotyped by hanhar reefs 
at a few places only, such as Turtipar, Qutbganj, and Ailasgarh 
near Maniar. Between those' points the variations in the channel 
are continuous and remarkable, but the greatest changes are 
those which occur east of Maniar. In this part of the district 
the whole country south of the river is low alluvium, and conse- 
quently an exceptionally heavy flood will submerge an enormous 
area, extending as the line of inlets and creeks which marks the 
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flood limli and incriiding all tlie land north of the towns of the 
Bansdih and Eaoti. While^ however, the changes effected by the n/ 
Ghagra are more sudden and sweeping than those of the Ganges, 
the extent of damage done by this river is generally less : for 
having ashorter course tOfrun from the hills and aistronger current, 
it is more apt ta*adopt for itself a straighter line than the southern y 
river. At the same time the Ghagra is much more unstable, both 
fn its action and effects. It’ is generally possible to predict the 
course of the Ganges to? some extent, but the Ghagra defies 
prophecy, throwing up islands and destroying them, at one time 
confining itself to a com];)aratively narrow bed, at others tearing 
through the land in several channels, sometimes leaving behind 
it a deposit of fair fertility, and sometimes, perhaps more often, 
nothing but baiTen sandy waste which never improves beyond 
acquiring acapacity for producing tamarisk or the reedy thatching 
grass known as dhonr. The fact that a good field of one year ^ 
may become absolutely' sterile the next, if 'it has not been altered 
out of recognition, is the most annoying feature of the Ghagra^s 
action : in the dlaras of this river there is no regular progression 
from sandy waste to fertile plain, and the instability of the 
riverain area* increases more and more as- its confluence with the^ 
Ganges is approached, A GBagra flood almost inevitably causes 
temporary deterioration, and the cultivator whose Jcharif crops 
are washed away has not even the satisfaction of knowing that 
Bis land' is being improved ; the deposit of sandy silt has none of 
tiie advantages- of the rick fertilizing mud brought’ down by the 
Ganges. 

The Ghagra reoeives-very little drainage in this district, and aiiagra 
consequently" its tributaries are of an insignificant description, 

The first is a, small stream known as the Haha or Ahar, which 
joins the river some three miles west of Turtipar after* forming 
for a short distance the boundary between this district and Azam- 
garh It takes its rise in the Ehtoi Tahiirpargana jlSratthupur of 
Azamgarh, and its effect on the drainage of Ballia is very slight. 

The next tributary is a nala known as the Bahera or Bajraha, 
which fall^ into tBe main stream near Maniar and drains part of 
Sikandarpur East, The Baheri is a small and unimportant 
stream, which flows into'^the great lake known as the.Mundiari 
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Dah, and thence into the Ghagra to the east of Maniar. Its 
outlet changes from time to timoj varying with the annual 
floods when much of the country east of the Dah is submerged. 
Another tributary is the Tengraha; though this does not in reality 
deserve the name, being properly a backwater of the Ghagra and 
presumably marking a former channel. It first leaves the Ghagra 
a short distance below Maniar, and thus flows through the northern 
pargana Kharid in a very tortuous course, eventually passing into 
Doaba and rejoining the main river in the village of Chand Diara. 
It thus affects a considerable area, and as it contains a perennial 
flow of water, the stream occupies a somewhat prominent 
position in the geography of the district. 

The Ganges first touches the boundary of BalHa in the 
extreme south of pargana Garha* It there flows between Koran- 
tadih and Buxar, each of which places stands on a high bank of 
permanent hanJcar formation. From that spot onwards its course 
lies through alluvial lands, which are constantly being cut away, 
altered and reformed. No other fixed point indeed exists till 
the river reaches Dinapore, some 64 miles in a straight line from 
Buxar. The changes effected by the river extraordinarily great, 
and a comj)arison of a modern map with one of fifty years ago 
shows the most surprising alterations in the southern boundary of 
the district, the old landmarks having been swept out of existence, 
and the natural features of the past being wholly unrecognisable, 
The fall of the river Is slight, and the banks, which are composed 
of unstable sand covered with a deposit of soil varying from a few 
inches to a few feet in thickness, offer no effective resistance to the 
current. Fropa Buxar eastwards the course of the Ganges is a 
succession of loops and bends, each of which remains approximately 
in the same position, at least for a number of years, although thL-ir 
limits vary to the extent of several miles. The permanent banks, 
which are not readily capable of erosion, lie at a distance of 
one another ranging from ten to twenty miles. Between these 
limits the course of the river is as variable as the folds of a flag 
fluttering in the breeze. At one place the river is cutting into 
the older alluvial formation, w^hich it had not visited before 
within the memory of men, and is ruthlessly carrying off village 
sites and groyes, while on the opposite bank a new diara is being 
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thrown ixp* At one place it is encroaching on the Ballia side^ 
and a little further down it sweeps round^ cutting into Shahabad 
and depositing extensive areas of new^ alluvium on the north. 

' The changes are especially great in pargana Doaba^ almost the 
whol^ of which is submerged during the rains. In the cold 
season this tract presents a continuous expanse of rich cultiva- 
tion^ unbroken by boundaries^ groves, or village sites. Save 
where the tract is too wide and too distant f rofti the unsubmerged 
land fco be cultivated therefrom, villages do not exist ; where 
settlements upon the ground ar^ necessary, the cultivators live in 
thatched huts with walls of wattle, which can be removed in the 
event of an inundation, these settlements having the distinctive 
names of chhapras. This name is sometimes, however, applied 
to villages with houses of the ordinary type, having mud walls 
and tiled or thatched roofs. The silt deposited by the Ganges is of 
marvellous fertility and yearly produces magnificent crops of 
wheat, barley, peas and mustard. The soil, which is a mere lay or of 
loam upon the underlying sand, is soft and friable, requiring little 
labour for its tillage, and is annually renewed by the fertilizing 
action o f the river. At the same time the deposit varies in character, 
for the same sj)ot may receive nothing but sand one year and good 
silt in the next; the area of which, moreover, is never constant. 
As a rule, however, the changes are more or less gradual. In the 
course of the formation of a new diara sand is first deposited, 
either on one side or in the middle of a river ; and this sandy patch 
changes in extent and position under the river’s action for several 
years till at last a definite tendency is exhibited by the current to 
recede from the sand bank and flow only on one side of it. IVheli 
the sand reaches a certain level the deposit arrested changes to 
fertilizing mud ; for it is only the lower strata of the river’s 
current that carry the sand, owing to the greater specific gravity 
which causes the sand to sink more x'apidly. For a year or two 
the mud deposit is, perhaps, only a patch in the middle of a sandy 
waste, and changes in joosition and depth every year. But as the 
river continues to recede and the diara to increase in height the 
current of the flood flows over it with a slackened pace and with 
water free from sand. The new diara rapidly becomes culturable, 
while sometimes, but not always^ a dense growth of thatching 
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grass or tamarisk bushes covers it for a year or more before it 
comes fit for ordinary tillage. The Ganges differs from the Ghagra 
in that it seldom throws up islands; the channel is nearly 
always single or elso merely divided by sand banks. These 
diaras are the most fertile source of dispute^ nob only by reason 
of the alteration in the boundaries^ but also because of a varying 
nature of the surface soil. Kefcrence will be made later to the 
complicated fiscal history of these alluvial lands^ but mention may 
be marie here of a peculiar custom with regard to the division into 
fields. The latter are usually long and narrow strips stretching 
from the high bank to the edge of the water, their length increasing 
or decreasing according to the action of the river. Rents in these 
fields are payable only on the actual area under cultivation and 
a deduction is made on account of sand and water-logged soil. 
This custom is known as hoIpaTiohit) the word bal denoting 
sand and panchit land unculturable on account of saturation. 
Similarly the land known as bijmaVy in which the seed has failed 
to germinate, is not liable to rent. The management of the 
Dumraon estate recently instituted a large number of suits in 
which an attemi}t w^as made to recover rent for the entire holding, 
but it has been ruled that these deductions must be allowed. In 
such villages the patwaris have almost absolute power, of w’hich 
they rarely fail to take advantage, as the classification of the 
land is entirely dependent on these ofScials. Special rules have been 
drawn up for annual verification in the villages of Dumraon estate, 
with the object of ensuring a correct record of such areas in the 
patwaris^ papers, as the latter provide the sole evidence in suits 
for arrears of rent with regard to the liability of the tenant to pay 
rent or otherwise ; local enquiry, save as regards the area of the 
present year, being useless by reason of the shifting nature of 
the cultivation. 

The Ganges at the present time flows in a north-easterly 
direction as far as the town of Ballia, the older portion of which 
lias been entirely cut away. To the east of Ballia the river 
describes a large loop to the south, the diaras being on the 
northern bank, and belonging to the villages of Sheopurdiar, 
Jauhi, Hansnagar and Haldi. Beyond this the river is cutting 
into Ballia as far as the boundary of pargana Doaba, having 
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within recent years washed away more than twenty villages. 
Further east comes §i second extensive bend_, and here the action 
is being reversed, much land having been added to this side. 

In all cases the erosive action of the stream is very similar. It 
persists for a course of years in carving away the bank in one 
direction, at first slowly, then with great force, and then stopping. 

The reverse process follows, but is not immediately apparent, for 
the stream recedes as slowly as it began. 

i The junction of the Ghagra with the Ganges is at present 
the Shahahad district, but formerly this was not the case. The 
former river has a much higher velocity than the latter, and 
brings down far coarser sand ; and as the combined stream flows 
with a slower current than the Ghagra, it is unable to carry off 
the heavy deposit, which thus accumulates at the junction, forcing 
the two rivers further apart. The traditional point of union was 
the Snraha Tal, and the supposition is probably true. In 184:0 
the confluence was 27 miles to the east of Ballia and nine miles 
west of Chapra. Ten years later it was six miles to the south- 
east of that point, and by 1876 it had shifted another five miles 
eastwards, being just beyond Chapra. By the end of 1896 the 
junction had moved on twelve miles, and was then about 14 miles 
to the east of Chapra ; so that the easterly progression had taken 
place at the rate of 23 miles in 66 years. 

The chief tributary of the Ganges in this district is the Sarju Sarja 
or Tons, The former name, which is frequently applied to the 
Ghagra, and especially at Ajodhya, lends some support to the 
theory that the larger river at oue time took this course. It first 
touches the boundary in pargana Bhadaon, and then for several 
miles separates Ballia from Ghazdi^ur. Near Pardhanpur it enters 
pargana Kopachit West, afterwards flowing in a south-easterly 
course through Kopachit East and pargana Ballia to join the 
Ganges near Bansthana, three miles to the west of Ballia town. 

The point of junction has shifted considerably within recent 
years, owing to the erosive action of the Ganges, for not 
long ago the Sarju passed to the south of Ballia and fell into the 
Ganges some two miles to the south-^ast. The Sarju is navigable 
during the rains, and in former days was largely used for 
commei'cial purposes, as affording the easiest means of access to 
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the important business centre of Easra. There is a permanent 
bridge, over the river on the railway between Phephna and Bara- 
gaon, and during the dry season a pile bridge is maintained on the 
road from Ballia to Ghazipur at Pipra-ghat^ a short distance below 
the railway bridge^ this being replaced during the rains by a ferry. 

Just before its junction with the Ganges the Sarju unites 
with the Mangai; a river ivhich flows through the centre of the 
Ghazipur district and enters pargana Garha two miles to the 
south of Karaon. It thence continues in a north-easterly direc- 
tion past Narhi and several other large villages^ carrying off 
the drainage of the upland portion of pargana Garha. The 
Budhi or Lakra nala is another tributary of the Sarju, joining 
that river a mile below Baragaon. It takes its origin in a chain 
of jhils in pargana Sikandarpur west, known as the Basnahi 
Tal, and is ordinarily a very insignificant stream. Occasionally, 
however, the swamps at its source overflow in years of heavy 
rainfall, and then the Budhi attains a considerable size. In most 
seasons the stream is easily fordable, and the only bridge is that 
at Saunra on the road from Basra to Ballia. Mention may also 
be made of the Katehar oiala^ W'hich carries off the overflow from 
the Suraha Tal into the Ganges. It leaves the lake on the eastern 
side and then curves to the south-west, passing to the west of the 
town of Ballia, close to the new civil station, and falling into the 
river a mile below its present junction with the Sarju* The 
Katehar is dry during the hot weather, and in the winter months 
has but a sluggish current ; during the rains it swells to a large 
size, either forming an escape for fche waters of the lake, or else, 
when the Ganges is high, reversing its action and pouring the 
waters of the river into the Tab The changes in the course of 
the Ganges are further illustrated by this stream, for at no very 
distant period ihe Katehar was a tributary of the Sarju. The 
Katehar nala is bridged at Dumri, Shankarpnr, Zirabasti, near 
Patkhauli on the road from Ballia to Sikandarpur, and near 
Wazirapur on the road to Ghazipur; the last being an iron girder 
structure, while the others are of masonry, ^here is also a rail- 
way bridge over it at Ballia. 

The lakes and jAiis of the district are not only very numerous, 
but in many cases of considerable size. Altogether some 56,400 
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acres are under water, and although this also includes the rivers, 
the latter constitute but a small proportion of the whole. The 
area is greatest in pargatia Kharid, after which come the two 
Sihamlarpurs, Ballia and Doaba. Most of the lakes are due to 
fluvial action in the past, and this is further illustrated by their 
shape, which generally resembles as that of , a horse-shoe, repre- 
senting a bend in some former channel of the river, the two 
ends having become silted up subsequently co the adoption of 
a new course by the stream. Others are of a different nature, 
being due to the existence of depressions in the surface of the 
country, and to the absence of any natural outlet for the drainage 
water. 

The most important lake in the district is the great Suraha 
Tal, an immense permanent sheet of water, w^hich when full 
cavers an area of about 8,500 acres and has a circuit of nearly 
16 miles. The last survey was made during the cold weather, 
and then the area covered by water was found to be only 2,774 
acres, the difference between the maximum and the minimum 
representing land which is ordinarily dry in the winter months 
and is capable of producing valuable crops. These consist for 
the most part in rice of a peculiar character, which grows to a 
great height and in favourable seasons is very productive. The 
necessary conditions are that the rise in the water should be 
gradual, for if the lake fills too rapidly the plants are drowned, 
and if it fails to rise, they wither. In the deeper parts of the 
lake large quantities of the weed called siwav are grown. This 
is in great demand for clarifying sugar, and the supply is mainly 
responsible for the location of the numerous sugar factories round 
the lake, espeeially at Hamimanganj. Suraha Tal is also a 
very valuable fishery, the rights being vested in the mmindars 
of Basantpnr on the western bank. Local tradition ascribes the 
formation of the lake to the Chorus, but there are no traces 
of artificial construction, and the theory seemis untenable in view 
of its enormous size. In all probability it marks a former point 
of confluence of the Ganges and Ghagra. The lake is drained or 
filled, as the case may be, by the Katehar, which connects it with 
the Ganges, It also receives a large amount of drainage from 
the surrounding country, the chief sources of supply being two 
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small chamaels on the west^ one of which follows the bonndaiy 
of the Ballia and Kharid parganas, while the other^ known as 
the Gararij flows somewhat to the north, draining a portion 
of Kh^rid and Kopaohit east. It was once proposed to utilise 
the lake as a r.eservair for irrigation purposes by constructifig 
a dam on the Kafcehar, and thereby regulating the flow of water 
to and from the Ganges. It appeared doubtful, however, as tcR 
whether this dam would not result in silting up the mouth of the 
Katehar, and eventually the scheme was rejected on the ground? 
of expense. The project has once again been revived, and ik 
now forming the subject of a fresh enquiry. 

Several other lakes are of sufficient importance to deserve 
separate mention. Among the largest is the Mundiari Dah,^ 
between Maniar and Bansdih. This is obviously an old channel 
of the Ghagra, and is of a narrow semi-circular shape; its? 
overflow passes into the river, and at times the lake is liable to 
be inundated by the flood, water poured into it from the north. 
The Dah is owned by the Maharaja of Qasim Bazar in Bengal, 
but formerly it belonged to the Mundiari Rajputs. The land: 
on either side is the property of various zamindarsi but they 
have no rights on the lake. The fishery is of some importance^ 
and each of the many boats engaged in fishing pays an annual 
royalty varying from Es. 9 to Rs. 12; Other products are 
siwar^ and the reeds from which matting is made. Of a similar 
nature is - the Reoti Dah, which lies to the west of the town of' 
that name, and like the Mundiari lake pours its overflow into, 
the Ghagra along the Tengraha and other channels. A third 
large lake in the Ghagra lowlands is that of Sikandarpur, a short 
distance east from the town. In the Ballia tahsil there is the- 
Kawal Dah to the north-east of the district headquarters, t,o 
which some reference will be made later. Tahsil Rasra possesses, 
several large lakes. Such are the Garha Tal near Ratanpura^ 
and that of Itaura in pargana Bhad'aon, three miles to the west. 
These are shallow stretches of water, connected during the rains;, 
but drying up in the hot weaiher; their oveiffiow passes into the^ 
Sarju to the south. The Basnahi Tal is a long irregi^lar depress 
sion commencing in the Azamgarh district and eventually merging, 
into the Budhi river; it is O'f varying depth, and the water ia 
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hald up in many places by means of artificial embankments for 
the purposes of irrigation. Others include the Taleji Tal to the 
south of Easra, the Goka Tal^ a short distance north of Ratanpura, 
the Sakhel Tal near the Siar or Bilfchra Road railway station, and 
the extensive lake near Haldi in the north of the tahsil, which 
overflows into the Ghagra and apparently represents an ancient 
channel of that river. 

The foregoing account explains to some extent the drainage Drainage, 
eystem of the district. The greater portion of Ballia lies in the 
watershed of the Ganges, and only a compaiatively small area in 
that of the Ghagra. The dividing line admits of no clear defini- 
tion, and the drainage outfall of the central tracts, and in 
particular that of the Basra or western tahsil is often determined 
solely by the relative height of the two rivers. Generally speaking, 
the natural drainage is effective, but liable to derangement when 
either of the capital streams is in flood. On such occasions, 
which usually take place tw^o or three times in each monsoon, the 
height of the river water blocks the outlets and pours inland 
into the va ious lakts and depressions. The most notable example 
is afforded by the Katehar nala, which ordinarily carries off the 
surplus water of the Suraha Tal into the Gauges, whereas in times 
of flood the river sends a large volume of water into the lake, 
more indeed, it is said, than is received from the drainage of the 
interior. But for this, it would he a fairly simple matter to 
drain the many depressions of the district, whereas the cost of 
works to keep back the river water renders any such scheme out 
of the question. As to the areas which are liable to suffer from 
excess of water, it may he asserted that the whole of the Ganges 
and Ghagra lowlands come under this category, and especially 
pargana Doaba, which becomes a veritable lake in times of heavy 
flood. In addition to these tracts, there are several places along 
the course of the Sar ju and near the many largo jhils, w^hich are 
apt to be injured by inundation and the consequent w^aterlogging. 

Among such areas the more important include the lands in 
the vicinity of the Suraha Tal, the Garha Tal intahsil Rasra, the 
Reoti Dah, the lands about Intwari in pargana Garha, and the 
extreme north-west of the district near Chandair and Tengoniam 
The town of Rasra and the villages to the north-west of the south 
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are poorly drained, and in order to remedy this defect it has 
"been proposed to construct a cutting with the object of carrying 
off the water from this area into the Taleji jhil and thence into 
the Sarju, at an estimated cost of about Ks. 6,000, In pargana 
Ballia there is a defectively drained area between the railway 
line to the east of the district headquarters and the road from 
Ballia to Haldi, This depression commences at the swamp 
known as the Ka^s^al Dah, and thence takes an irregular course 
eastwards. In 189G a scheme was prepared with the object of 
draining the tract, and V’ork was actually begun, but was dropped 
on account of the opposition raised by the Dumi^aon estate. In 
1903 ail irrigation ofScer, Mr. M. Nethorsole, was deputed to 
report on the locality, mainly at the instance of the Hon^ble 
Munshi Marlho Lai, the owner of taluqci Ser. It was ascertained 
that this ill-defined drainage line represented an old bed of the 
Ganges, the outlet having been blocked by the more recent 
deposits near the river, which are usually higher than the land 
in the interior. The outfall in this case was originally at 
Baghaunch^ but this had long been silted up, and the surplus water 
escaped southwards by several creeks crossing the road. These 
creeks act in both directions, and the inundations caused by the 
Ganges W’hen in flood result in saturation, rendering cultivation 
for the harvest impossible, the area thus affected ranging 
from 360 to about 1,000 acres in taluqa Ser, and to about 1,250 
acres in •all. It was proposed to excavate a cutting eastwards 
ending in a sluice gate, the total cost being estimated at 
Bs. 3,975; but objections were again raised by the D-umraon 
authorities on the score of probable waterlogging in their lands 
near the outlet, and eventually the matter once more fell into 
abeyance. 

The district is very highly cultivated and development has 
been carried almost to the furthest limit, so that the barren area 
is necessarily small. The figures vary slightly from year to 
year, £ind consequently a better idea can be obtained by taking 
the average for a period of five years, while those of 1906, the 
latest year of record, will be found in the ajipendix.* Tor the 
preceding years bho area returned as' barren waste averaged 


* Appendix, Table V, 
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125,888 acres or 15'8 per cent, of the whole districn, and in 1906 
the corresponding figures were 126,318 acres or 16*9 per cent.., 
the annual fluctuations varying directly with the total area of the 
district. These returns require, however, some further explanation 
for the greater part of the land coming under this head cannot 
properly be described as barren^ at any rate in the sense of waste 
land unfit for cultivation. On an average^ 55,400 acres are 
under water, and 26,460 acres are occupied by village sites, roads 
and the like; so that there remains only 44,100 acres which are 
aotually unculturable, or no more than 5*5 per cent, of the entire 
district. This is an extremely low figure, especially if it be 
remembered that over 13,000 acres are to be found in Kharid and 
more than 11,000 acres in Doaba, comprising the sandy wastes 
along the Ghagra and Ganges. The Ballia pin^rgana comes next 
with some 7,000 acres, the bulk of the remainder being confined 
to Sikandarpur West and Bhadaon, In these parts the barren 
area consists mainly of usar^ which only occurs in any quantity 
in the Basra tahsil. About five-sixths of the total usar area is to 
be found in the two western parganas, the amount being 2,960 
acres in Bhadaon and 2,427 acres in Sikandarpur West, while 
Kopachit West has 737 acres and Lakhnesar 466 acres. This usar 
land is highly impregnated with the saline efflorescences known 
as rehy which are of considerable commercial importance in tins 
district, as from them large quantities of salt and saltpetre are 
obtained. Most of the usar is in the shape of small patches, and 
the only stretch of any size is a tract in Bhadaon, about three 
miles long and a mile wide, traversing the villages of Bahorwar, 
Bakuchi, Pilkhi, Barunan, and Ardaunan. 'No effort has been 
made to bring it under cultivation, as the cost would, it is said, 
he prohibitive. 

There are no forests in the district and, strictly speaking, Jungles, 
few jungles worthy of the name. Along the great rivers there 
are numerous expanses of sandy ground covered with jhau or 
tamarisk, which afford cover to wild pig and other animals, the 
chief being those near Jauhi and Sheopurdiar in pargana 
Ballia, at Chand Diara in Doaba, and at Lilkar in Sikandatpur 
East, In the interior of the district a few patches of dhah are 
to be found, varying in area from one to three hundred bighas. 
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rpxaYieion of food in years of drought. Many groves too are 
tho property of tenants, and especially of those holding at 
^ied rates. At the last revision of records the grove area was 
22,056 acres, whereas the average of the five years ending in 
1906 was 25,250 acres or nearly 3*2 per cent, of the whole. 
The proportion varies greatly in different joarts of the district. 
In Bhadaon, with its large mar plains and dhalc jungles, only 1*6 
per cent, is under groves, and in Doaba, where the sandy nature of 
Ihe soil and the constant changes in the configuration of the 
country render permanent groves an impossibility, the area is no 
more than 2*08 per cent. Low figures are also o-btained in the 
other parganas of the Easra tahsil, notably Sikandarpur West, 
and also in Garha; w^hile on the other hand the average ia slightly 
exceeded in Ballia and Sikandarpur East, and in Kharid the 
grove area is no. less than 4*8 per cent, of the whole, a ratio 
which is seldom exceeded in any district, save perhaps the 
richer portions of southern Oudh. 

' The geology of the district exposes nmhing beyond the 
ordinary Gangetio alluvium, and consequently the mineral 
products are but few. They are confined to the saline earths 
, from which saltpetre and salt are educed, to brick earth, and to 
tke limestone conglomerate known generically as kanlcar. The 
first is chiefly confined to, the usar lands in the Easra tahsil, 
though patches are to be found elsewhere, and the process of 
manufacture will be dealt with in the following chapter. Brick 
eajth is to be obtained in most places, except in the extreme east, 
tke best quality being that of Ballia, Hanumanganj, Kotwa near 
Korantadih, Bilthra and Turtipar. Brick making is carried on 
by private enterprise on BulPs patent system, the standard 
mould of 9" X X 2|" being in general use. They are made 
in .three qualities, the price at the kiln being Es. 8, Es. 6, and 
per thousand, while the cost of carriage amounts to an 
additional eight annas per mile. The small laldidwi bricks of 
the country are- produced at Easra, Bansdih, and other places, 
the price being Es. 4 per thousand, or the same as the pila or 
third-class bricks* while the ordinary sun-dried bricks, which 
,‘^^4urned out when required by the brickmakers of almost 
^ E*©* 1-4-0 fox the same quantity. Soxua 
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form of hankar is to be found in all portions of the district except 
pargana Doaba and the lower tracts of pargana BaUia, In some 
places ife crops out in masses on the surfacej while in others it is 
only reached at considerable depths. In a few localities it exists 
as a solid and compact masSj and in this foi’m it can resist the action 
of a violent current for an indefinite period ; but more usually it 
occurs in small nodules^ and then the soil is peculiarly friable. 
Here and there it takes thejcorm of block Icanhar or chawan, and 
in this shape it has been used iu the past for the foundations of 
old temples, mosques and bridges ; but at the present the only 
place where serviceable hanhar of this description is quarried is 
atSihachaur on the road from Phephna to Basra, wh ere it lies 
at an average depth of 2 feet 6 inches below the level of the 
ground in a seam about fifteen inches thick. The small nodular 
kanJcar is known as biclma^ and is found at the same depth in 
strata averaging eighteen inches in thickness. The cost at the 
quarry, including the compensation paid to the landowners, is 
ordinarily Ee. 1-10-0 per hundred cubic feet, while the cost of 
carriage is twelve annas for the first, and eight annas for each 
additional mile. This kankar is used for road metal, for con- 
crete, and for producing lime. Usually the lime required for 
large buildings is burnt on the spot, but otherwise it can be 
purchased without difficulty at an average price of Rs. 20 per 
hundred cubic feet, including carriage. The most important 
lime kilns are those at Barmhain near Hanumanganj. 

Excepting hanhar^ there is no stone in the district, and 
that required for building purposes has to be imported from 
Chunar in Mirzapur. Plain stone work costs from Ee. 1-12-0 
to Ra. 2 per cubic foot f dressed stone work about Rs. 2-8-0; aoxl 
ornamental work, as well as heavy pillars, lintels and the like, 
Rs. 3-8-0; while stone flagging can be done for Rs. 24 per hun- 
dred square feet. Timber for building, if of good quality, has to 
be imported from Calcutta, Gorakhpur, and elsewhere, teak logs 
,^.05ting RA. 3, and 8(U logs Rs^ 2 per cubic foot. Of the local 
tke best is shiska'm^ which costs as much as wtee 
mango, *mahua, nim and other species, which 

, 'CGmm<^.nJy used for rafters ■and battens, may he obtained 

of twelve ^^nnjas per cubic foot, A ctmsidoii’able amount-of 
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timber and gmall §al beams are obtained from Bahramghat 
in Bara Banki, being brought down the Ghagra in boats: the 
former is extensively employed for rafters and the like, but is 
twice as expeirsive as mango. Country bamboos, which figure 
so largely in native domestic architecture, fetch from Bs. 20 to 
Rs. 25 per hundred. Tiles for roofing, when of the common 
small variety, average Es. 2 per thousand, though the price varies 
with the season. 

The wild animals of the district are unimportant, both as Fatma. 
regards their actual numbers and the variety of species. There 
are none of the larger carnivora, and even wolves are unknown. 

As. usual, foxes and jackals are common, while the remainder 
comprise chiefly pig and black -buck, the former being found 
in the lowlands of the Ganges and Ghagra, while the latter 
chiefly resort to tloe jungles along the banks of the Ganges, 
particularly inpargana Doaba. The same pargana contains large 
numbers of nilgai, which are also found iu most parts of the 
district. No other species occur in any number, and even hares 
are seldom to be found. Game birds are somewhat rare, neither 
variety of partridge being fouml in the district, while snipe do 
not visit Ballia in great numbers, though in some years they are 
common on the edges of the Suraha Tal and the other jhils. 
"Wildfowl, on the other hand, are abundant during the cold 
weather, when the rivers and the larger lakes are covered with 
geese and ducks of many varieties. 

The fisheries of the district are of considerable value, and Fikh, 
there is a large demand for fish as an article of diet on the part 
of almost every class of the people. The usual varieties of fish 
common to the plains are found in the livers and lakes, and a 
considerable section of the population derive a subsistence from 
.fishing, although in most cases they betake themselves to it as 
.^>^,.,.employment subsidiary bo agriculture. At the last census 
2,067 persons were returned under the heads of fishermen and 
fish dealers, and though this is a large figure as compared with 
other distrhfts, it by no means represents the actual number of 
persons engaged in this occupation. Practically' all the Mallahs 
to fishing during the season, as also do many Kahars, 
adfti other castps. Ti^re aro no fishing rights in the Gange^i 
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‘and Ghagra^ but elsewhere they are usually the property of the 
zami'ndars, the only exception to this rule occurring in the case 
of the lower reaches of the Sarju^ above its junction with the 
Ganges. Here the right to fish belongs to Government and is 
annually leased. Generally the landowners exact a royalty on 
each boat engaged in fishing on the lakes^ and in the case^ of the 
Suraha Tal a large sum is thus collected annually. The imple- 
ments adopted for catching fish are of the usual description, but 
it remains to mention a peculiar method employed on the Suraha 
Tal. There the commonest mode of fishing is with a net spread 
over a bamboo framework, made in the shape of a cone, the sides 
of which are covered with netting, w^hile the bottom is left open. 
When this net is used, a number of boats' form in a wide circle, 
and slowly and silently converge towards a given spot, when 
with one accord all the net-covered cones are plunged into the 
water and stuck in the soft mud of the bottom. The presence of 
fish within the net is made manifest by their struggles ; all those 
worth keeping are speared and secured, and then the nets are 
withdrawn, and the operation is repeated in another place. 

The domestic animals in this district are for the most part 
of the ordinary inferior description, and are mainly the offspring 
of the so-called Brahmani or dedicated bulls, which wander about 
the country without a master, and attach themselves to different 
herds of cattle at pleasure. These bulls are deliberately set at 
liberty by the Hindus, either heokuse they bear certain marks 
which are regarded as inauspicious, or more commonly in con- 
formity with the religious cereiliony known as hirJchotsarg^ 
practised at the funerals of the wealthy, whereby a calf is set free' 
in order to briug a blessing on the soul of the dead. Such calves 
are branded on the right fore-leg and flank, so that they can 
easily be distinguished from private property. They are left to 
shift for themselves, and frequently Mo considerable injury to the 
crops; but as the damage is spread over a considerable area, 
and the animals serve a useful purpose, no serious objections 
aire raised. No systematic attempl^ have been macfe as yet b^- 
Government to improve the breed '‘el^pa^Ie in the district, - 
although the pHvat(& importation bulls has-te'/ 

pevqral occasions been attended witite^Mo%t3&i]sj4esUlt&- 
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are no special breeds of cattle peculiar to the district, with 
the possible exception of those known as Dasela, from the 
village of that name in pargana Doaba. These have some 
local repatation, but are generally considered inferior to the 
animals imported from Tirhut, Janakpur, Sita Marhi and 
Bachhwa in Bengal. They are either purchased on the spot or 
sold bj travelling dealers. Some years ago a meeting of the 
leading mmindars and tenants was convoked to consider the 
question of cattle-breeding in the district, and it was then agreed 
that the existing system, or rather the lack of system, adequately 
met the local requirements. The largest sales of cattle take 
place at the Dadri fair near Ballia, when some 60,000 head or 
more change hands .annually. Another cattle fair is held at 
Barampur, some five miles from the district headquarters, in 
March or April, and this replaces the old gathering at Kishanganj, 
which was abandoned some 16 years ago on account of the 
diluvion of that village by the Ganges. There is an important 
cattle market at Sahatwar in the Bansdih tahsil, where bullocks 
are brought in large quantities and are sold to agriculturists, 
and of recent years the market at Keora in the same tahsil has 
attracted a considerable amount of trade. The average price 
of an ordinary plough bullock ranges from Es. 30 to Es. 35, 
while animals of a superior stamp fetch double that sum. 

The first regular cattle census was taken in August 1899, Cattle 
and we have no previous figures collected in the same way with 
which to compare its results. In former years annual totals 
were supplied by the patwaris^ but these were never checked, and 
their value is consequently small. On this occasion it was found 
that there were 136,226 bulls and bullocks and 1,237 male 
buffaloes, giving a total of 137,463 plough animals, with an average 
of 2*3 animals per plough. This figure is somewhat below the 
general average for the provinces at that time, but is practically 
the same as those obtained in the adjoining districts of Gorakhpur 
and Ghazipur, and distinctly higher than that of Azamgarh. A 
second census was taken in January 1904, when the number of 
^^plls and bullocks was found to have dropped to 132,045, and 


of male buffaloes to 905, giving an average of only 2*11 



each plough. 


On the other hand, the number of youjig 
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stock had increased by some 4,000, the total being 140,246. The 
enumeration also showed 105,041 cows and 41,721 cow buftaloes, 
a marked increase being noticeable under each head. According 
to the returns the average plough duty amounted to nearly S*2 
acres, which is well above the general average; the figure is much 
the same in the other eastern districts, such as Benares, Ghazipur 
and Gorakhpur, and betokens either a light soil or a somewhat 
superior breed oi cattle, both factors being probably at work in 
the case of Ballia. 

The last census returns gave a total of 3,163 ponies and 
horses. These animals are in most cases of a poor quality, 
resembling the ordinary small counti'y-breds of the plains. In 
forrner clays, when aGo vernment stud was maintained at Korantadih 
and Buxar, a good deal of horse breeding was carried on by the 
zamindars, who w^ere given the privilege of using the Govern- 
ment stallions on condition that Government should have the 
refusal of the colts and fillies. Since the abolition of the stud in 
A873 this branch of industry has greatly declined, and the class 
of animals bred in the district has much deteriorated. An attemj)t 
is now being made to raise the standard by posting a stallion at 
Ballia, but so greab has been the degeneration in thirty years' that 
suitable mares are now few in number. The district is, however, 
the scene of considerable enterprise in horse dealing. Animals 
purchased at the various fairs in the western districts, notably at 
Nauchandi and Batesar; as well as those brought from Amritsar 
aud other places in the Punjab, are brought down to Ballia and 
are kept at Damodarpur, Majhawa, and a few other villages in 
the east of the district during the hot weather and rains, and are 
sold at the Soncpur fair in Bihar; the residents of these villages 
engaged in this trade usually bringing the horses down-country 
in droves during March and April.. At the large Dadri fair 
near Ballia some four or five thousand horses and ponies are 
annually brought for snle, hut nearly all are of an inferior stamp j 
approximately half the number brought find purchasers among/t^is:; 
’^iinall 0 amindar 8 , tenants, and Banias. 

. \The other domestic animals call for no special comment. 

1^04 there were 87,000 goats and 32,000 sheep, the numbers beffigb 
^ in "no way remarkable. They are kept fop- food, for their wbot 
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a^Tjcl hair; and for penning on the land, and are considerable sdnroe 
of profit to the Qadariya herdsmen. There were 4;360 donkeyS; 
but, these are of the usuab wretched description; and are only 
anployed by Dhobis; KumharS; and others as beasts of burden. 

Camels numbei^ed but 15; and their use is very rare. As in 
GhazipuT; the climate seems to be unsuited to them; and transport 
is either effected by means of carts, or else by pack bullocks. 

/battle disease is at all times more or less prevalent in the Cattle 
district; but it is impossible to obtain accurate statistics. The 
most common form is foot-and-mouth disease, though occasiou'- 
ally epidemics of rinderpest and anthrax occur, in either case 
doing considerable damage. Since 1904 a veterinary assistant 
has been attached to the district, but very little has as yet been 
effected, either in the matter of inoculation or in arousing the 
people from their general apathy towards scientific treatment 
and their unwillingness to receive medicines unless supplied free 
of cost. 

’ ^ The climate of Ballia is on the whole dry, and though it can Climate, 
scarcely be termed bracing, it is not particularly enervating. 

The extremes of cold and heat experienced in the western districts 
! of the United Provinces occur but seldom in this part of the 
'World; nor does the humid atmosphere of Lower Bengal penetrate 
so far inland; except during the monsoon months. Prosts are 
comparatively rare; though considerable damage was done by 
the phenomenally low temperature in the spring of 1905. 

During the hot weather the prevailing wind is from the east; 
rendering the atmosj>here close and muggy ; when the west wind 
blows; it has little force and the use of grass taitis is generally 
unavailing; though occasionally they are of service for a week 
or more at a time between the middle of April and the beginning 
June, In the latter month the highest temperatures are 
li^a^hed; but there are no thermometric observations on record to 
show the maximum or the mean heat attained during the hot 
weather. Though the mercury seldom rises much above 100° in 
the shade; it must be borne in mind that such heat is more trying 
,^an the higher temperatures reached in the drier climate of the 
^^^4. : December and January are the coldest monthS; but the 
Clever severe. Bad hailstorms are of rare pccurrence. 
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Eecords of the raWall are available from 1864'onwards. 
Rain-gauges are maintained at each of the tahsil headquarters^ 
but that at Bansdih has been in existence only since 1891* The 
average total rainfall of the whole district for 42 years has been 
41*82 inches. The local variation is but small, the Ballia tahsil 
showing 42*52, Easra 41*05 and Bansdih 42*71 inches. It is 
not a fact, however, that Bansdih has actually the greatest rainfall 
as the figures in the case of that tahsil are for the last 15 years 
only, and the averages for the same period were 43*42 for Ballia 
and 41*31 inches for Easra, showing that the period was one of 
exceptional precipitation. The fluctuations from year to year 
are somewhat remarkable : though it must be borne in mind that 
more depends on the distribution of the rainfall than on the 
actual quantity received. So far as agriculture is concerned, if 
a moderate fall bo obtained at the right times with the necessary 
intervals of sunshine, a good kharif harvest will be ensured, 
while late rain results in a large extension of the rabi area. 
Actually the greatest fall on record was that of 1871, when 73*4 
inches were received at Ballia and 68*4 inches at Easra. This 
resulted in extensive and serious damage from floods, as was also 
the case in 1890, when Easra registered 71*1 and Ballia 64*8 
inches. Over 60 inches fell in 1899, while in 1898, 1894, 1886, 
1880, 1879, 1867, and the preceding year the district experienced 
falls exceeding 50 inches. Such excessive rainfall causes the 
jhils to overflow their banks and damage the adjacent lowlying 
tracts, but the injury thus effected is much less harmful than that 
resulting from the flood water of the Ganges and Ghagra. The 
danger of drought is less to be feared. In the famine year of 
1877 no more than 19 inches fell at Ballia and only 17*3 inches 
in Basra. Other years of marked deficiency were 1864 with 
23*6 inches ; 1868 with 26 inches • 1883 and the following 
year with 27 and 23*6 inches respectively ; and 1896 with 
26*24 inches.. On the last occasion the Ballia tahsil fared the 
worst, obtaining only 23*67 inches in the year, Bansdih receive 
ing more than six inches in addition. On all other occasions 
the district has registered over 30 inches, and this amount 
obviates a’cal distress, unless synchronizing with an early cessation 
of the monsoon* 
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BalHa has somewhat undeservedly obtained the reputation Healfcli 
of being a very malarious and unhealthy district, though this 
description only apidies to certain seasons of the year. Though 
fever is undoubtedly prevalent, and though large areas lie 
low and are apt to be flooded and waterlogged from the annual 
rise of the great rivers, the country rears a strong and 
vigorous race of Rajputs, who cannot be the product of a really 
unhealthy tract. The state of affairs is fairly illustrated by 
the vital statistics, the records of which, from 1891 onwards, 
are given in the appendix.* In the case of this district, 
indeed, the returns are available since its formation. From 
1881 to 1890 the average death-rate was 24 ’68 per mille, 
the highest figure being 28 in tbe last year. For the ensuing 
decade the average was 26-12, the rise being due to the abnormal 
mortality of 1894, when the rate rose to 40*24 per mille ; this is 
attributable not only to an unprecedently large number of deaths 
from fever, hut also to the worst outbreak of cholera that has 
been experienced since the constitution of the district. From 1901 
to 1905 the average rate was slightly over 40 per mille — a result 
which may wholly be ascribed to the fearful ravages caused by 
plague, this disease being accountable for more than 51,000 deaths 
in the space of four years. Such a visitation is, of course, accidental, 
and the true death-rate of the district should be estimated from 
the average of the period which elapsed prior to the appearance 
of this scourge. In this way we obtain a mean death-rate of 
25-4 per mille, and this figure by no means betokens an 
unhealthy climate, as it compares very favourably with the rates 
observed in most portions of the provinces. The returns of births are 
not perhaps so reliable as those of deaths, but they provide afairly 
accurate index of existing conditions from 1881 to 1900; the 
average birth-rate was 30-3 per mille, and for the next ten years 
81*65, while from 1901 to 1905 the figure rose to 36*2, in spite 
of the high death-rate of that period. The only occasions on 
which the number of deaths exceeded that of births were in 1891 
and 1894, both years of epidemics, and also in 1903 and the 
following years when plague wrought havoc among the popula- 
tion. The highest birth-rate in any one year was 42*17 per mille 
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in 1899; and the lowest 24*82 in 1896; following on a year of 
exceptional unhealthiness. 

The second of the two tables shows the mortality jinder the 
main causes of death.* Allowance must be made for a certain 
amount of error in this connection; as the diagnosis depends 
mainly on the village watchman who reports the deaths. This is 
especially the case witU regard to fever, as the usual custom prevails 
of entering under that heading all deaths in which fever is an 
apparent factor; unless they come under some other well known 
category. It is undoubtedly true, however, that actual malarial 
fever is the commonest cause of death. According to the returns 
it accounted for nearly 83-7 per cent, of the recorded mortality 
from 1881 to 1890, and for 81 per cent, during the following ten 
years, the proportion rising in the absence of other epidemics 
and falling when cholera, small-pox or plague make their appear- 
ance in a violent form. The only really remarkable year was 
1894; when fever was responsible for nearly 32,000 deaths or one- 
third more than the average. It then assumed a regularly 
epidemic cLaracter, spreading with great rapidity in September 
and the following months, and reaching its climax in December. 
Similar but less acute epidemics were observed in 1897, 1899 and 
1901. The only preventive measure taken is the distribution 
of quinine ; but such is the general apathy that though this remedy 
is available at the cheapest possible rate, being sold in pice 
packets through vaccinators and at post-ojfi&ces, the amount 
disposed of is extremely small, owing to the- unwillingness on 
the part of the people to pay even this sum. The truth probably 
is that they have no real faith in its eiBElcacy, and while they do 
not object to using it when supplied gratuitously, they have no 
desire to purchase the drug. 

The same attitude is very largely responsible for the preva- 
lence of cholera, which is never absent from the district for a whole 
year. Attempts are made on the outbreak of the disease to check 
its spread by disinfecting wells, distributing medicines, and improv-' 
ing the^ sanitary conditions of the villages ; but little can be effected 
by reason of the neglect on the part of the ignorant and bigoted 
population to observe even the simple precautions prescribed 


* Apii^cndlx, Table IV. 
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for their benefit. Prom 1881 to 1890 cholera accounted for 1;662 
deaths annually^ or 6*7 per cent, of the total mortality, consider- 
able epidemics occurring in most years, and especially 1882, 
1885, 1887 and 1890. During the ensuing decennial period there 
was no improvement, as the average was 1,G01 deaths or 6*6 per 
cent. The worst outbreak was that of 1894, when 5,238 persons 
were carried off by the disease, while in 1900 another visitation 
of almost equal intensity was experienced. These, however, were 
eclipsed in 1903, when the mortality amounted to 6,538, the 
highest figure on record. A large number of deaths were again 
attributable to this disease in 1905 and the following year, when 
cholera raged throughout the eastern districts. 

Small-pox is another disease which is always present in some 
degree, though the resultant mortality is in many years very 
small. From 1881 to 1890 there were some 3,800 deaths from 
this cause, or about 1*6 per cent, of the total number recorded. 
Nearly half of these occurred in 1884, when 1,833 persons were 
carried off, and other epidemics were those of the first and last 
years. In the following decade small-pox decreased by over 
fifty per cent., the total number of deaths being 1,770, or *7 per 
cent, of the whole. There was only one bad outbreak, in 1891, 
when over 1,000 deaths were recorded. In subsequent years there 
have been one or two epidemics of no great magnitude, the chief 
being that of 1903, which was generally a most unhealthy year. 
The lowest figure was four deaths only in 1895. It is probable 
that the returns do not apply exclusively to small-pox, as the term 
mata embraces all eruptive diseases, such as chicken-pox and 
measles, although efforts are made by the police and other 
authorities to test the statements of the chauhidar. There can 
be no doubt that small-pox has diminished to a very groat extent? 
during the past fifty years It is known that the disease was 
once very prevalent in these parts, though no figures are obtain- 
able, and its disappearance can only be attributed to vaccination* 
Long before Ballia became a district, it was generally recognised 
that inoculation meant immunity, and many of the old people bear 
the marks to this day. The practice was displaced by vaccination 
soon after the mutiny, and by the time that the district 
came into existence it was already well protected. From 1881^ 
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to 1900 some 18;200 persons were vaccinated annually, the figure 
rising from 11,600 in the first, to 26,000 in the last year. For 
the five years ending in 1906 the average was very much higher, 
amounting to 38,000 persons annually, so that in that pejuod 
nearly 26 per cent, of the papulation was protected. In the last 
year the number declined, but this was due to the increased 
vigilance that has been maintained of late, so that few persons 
remained to be vaccinated besides the infants born within the 
year. The work is under the supervision of the civil surgeon, 
subordinate to whom is an assistant superintendent and fifteen 
vaccinators. 

Some mention has already been made of the recent ravages 
of plague in this district. When the disease first made its 
appearance in 1902, every possible precaution Was adopted to 
prevent its spread ; but the people with one accord resisted all 
such measures in the most determined manner. A member of the 
medical staff was mercilessly beaten, tied hand and foot, and 
placed on the railway line ; he was rescued just in time, and some 
of the ringleaders were punished. But the result of this opposition 
was disastrous, for plague became endemic in the district and 
in four years the mortality was enormous, cases occurring every 
day but one in 1904. As a rule, the mortality increases from 
September onwards, reaching its maximum height in March and 
then abating till in June it almost ceases. The people have now 
learnt by bitter experience the advantage of evacuating their 
houses, but have yet to learn that evacuation to be effective must 
be complete. In the municipaliby of Ballia aU infected houses 
have been treated with perchloride of mercury with the most satis- 
factory results, as no second case has occurred in any house thus 
protected. There have been no instances of prophylactic inocu- 
lation, and little has been done in the way of exterminating rats. 
Inoculation was commenced in 1907, and seems likely to 
become popular. 

The other diseases are of little account, save perhaps as 
regards dysentery and bowel complaints, which are accountable 
for large numbers of deaths every year. They are frequently 
the result of malarial fever, as also is enlargement of the spleen, 
which is very common. In certain parts of the district, and 
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notaWy the northern portions of the Bansdih and Easra tahsils^ 
goitre is prevalent. This affliction is much in evidence throughout 
the course of the Ghagra and its tributary the Eapti in these 
provinces^ and it is possible that the common belief that the disease 
is associated with the waters of that stream has some foundation 
in fact. 

Statistics of infirmities have been collected at each enumera- 
tion held since the district was formed. The figures are not 
particularly instructive^ paa'tly owing to the difficulty of securing 
correct returns. In 1901 there were 90 insane persons^ showing 
an increase of ten over the figure of 1891 and a decrease of 39 as 
Qompared with the total of the preceding census. The number is 
unimportant, as also is that of lepers, of whom there were 157 ; 
though this is less than one-third of the 1881 total. There were 
752 blind persons, this again being a remarkable decrease: 
blindness is closely connected in many cases with small-pox, and 
the reduction in the number of persons afflicted may in some 
measure be attributed to the spread of vaccination. There 
remain the deaf-mutes, of whom 312 were enumerated. The 
figure is comparatively high, as is invariably the case in districts 
where goitre is a common disease, the connection between goitre 
and cretinism having long been established, 
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CHAPTER II. 


Agbicultuee and Commejrce. 

No statistics of cultivation are available for the whole district 
before 1886; and consequently it is impossible to establish any 
satisfactory comparison between existing conditions and those 
* which prevailed at an earlier date. The last revision of records 
was completed in 1885; having occupied a period of some four 
years ; and even then the figures referred to only a portion of 
the present district; excluding the parganas of Sikandarpur, 
Bhadaon and Garha. The last was not added to Ballia till 
1892; but the records are extant separately; although they leave 
out of account several villages which were* transferred from 
other districts at various timeS; while on the other hand these 
transfers were frequently counterbalanced by exchange with either 
Ghazipur or the adjacent territories of Bengal. The returns are; 
however; of some value as tjtiey are in the main accurate; and 
serve to show the progress achieved during the space of at leas1> 
twen^jy years. From 1886 to 1895; the average area under the 
plough was 534; 066 acres or roughly 67 per cent, of the whole 
district. For the first half of this decade the figure was remark- 
ably constant; averaging 643;113 acres ; but in the last year a 
decline was observed; and cultivation dropped to a marked extent; 
the average for the second five years being only 525;000 acres. 
The decrease was common to all tahsils; but was more noticeable 
in Easra than elsewhere. From 1896 to 1900 the proportion 
remained low; averaging 52l;400 acres : the climax wa^s reached 
in 1897; when only 497;130 acres were under cultivation; but 
in the last year the recovery was, complete; the area being 
646j400 acreS; or little lower than the previous highest record of 
549;940 acres in 1888. The run of bad seasons was followed 
by a time of great and general prosperity, for from 1901 to 
1906 the average cultivated area was 543;594 acres or 68T4 
per cent, of the whole district. The highest figure ever attained 
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was 662j948 aores in 1904-05.- Considerable fluctuations must 
of necessity occur from time to time^ owing to the nature of the 
season, and also as the result of the physical conditions 
prevailing in certain tracts. Such are the lowlands of the 
Ghagra and Ganges, where the area sown for the spring harvest 
depends closely on the character of the annual floods ; so that 
an average for a period of years is a safer guide than the figures- 
of any single season, to a greater extent perhaps in this district 
than any , other. The state of development also varies in the 
different parganas. The avei'age proportion of cultivation ia 
highest in Garha^ where it amounts to 82*7 .per cent, of the 
whole, and next come Kopachit East with 76, and Ballia with 
74 per cent.; so that the Ballia tahsil is far more highly 
cultivated than either of the others. Bansclih, with 68*6 in 
Sikandarpur East and 67 per cent, in Kharid, closely approximates 
to the general average ; while Basra is in every case below it.. 
Pargana Bhadaon, which has a large area of barren usar, is only 
cultivated to the extent of 57*8 per cent.; Lakhnesar has 64*4 per 
cent, under tillage, Sikandarpur West 66, and Kopachit West 65*8 
per cent. There remains Doaba, in which the annual fluctuations^ 
are greater than elsewhere, the average cropped area being there 
65*3 per cent, of the whole pargana. Still Doaba is the most 
fertile portion of the district, and the comparatively low per- 
centage of cultivation is due to the extensive areas of sand in? 
the riverain tracts. 

The actual progress achieved has been greater than at first 
sight appears, for while the net cultivated area has increased 
almost everywhere, there has been a larger proportionate expansion 
of tillage owing to the greater extent to which the practice of double 
cropping is now followed. Prom 1886 to 1895 the area bearing 
two harvests in the year averaged 116,838 acres or 21*69 per 
cent, of the net cropped area ; while during the next ten years- 
the average rose to 145,642 acres or 27*3 per cent/ There was 
a constant tendency to increase throughout this period, for during^ 
the last five years ending in 1906 the mean amount was 162,672 
acres. The proportion is highest in the Ballia tahsil, pargant^ 
Doaba coming first with an average of 39 per cent, for the last 
^ five years, fallow'§d by Garha with 36, Ballia with S3, and 
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Kopachit East with 23 per cent% In tahsil Bansdih we find 28 
per cent, of the cultivation of pargana Kharid bearing a double 
cropj and 22 per cent, of that of Sikandarpur East. In Rasra 
the averages are lower^ Bhadaon and Sikandarpur West showing 
24 per cent., Kopachit West 23, and Lakhnesar a little more than 
22 per cent. Taking this increase into consideration, there has 
l-een a total gain of nearly 50,000 acres in the cropped ai'ea 
when the last five years are com[>ai*ed with the period between 
1^86 and 1890; and this is sufficiently remarkable in a disTict 
where cultivation has long been pushed to the furthest limit and the 
pressure of the population is fully as great as the soil can bear. 

In the preceding chapter it was shown that the barren and 
unculturable area has averaged for the last five years 15*88 per 
cent, of the whole district, and if this be aided to the cultivated 
area there remains 15*98 per cent, as culturable waste, the actual 
extent being 127,413 acres. This figure is, however, subject to 
extensive deductions. In the first place, it includes grove land, 
which should properly be described as culturable and amounts 
to 25,260 acres ; and secondly, 6,384 acres of land come under 
this head as being temporarily out of cultivation, but in course 
of preparation for receiving a crop of sugarcane in the following 
harvest. Similarly, the new fallow should be excluded, as such 
land lies waste temporarily, under the usual system of rotation* 
This occupies 24,967 acres, and consequently there remains but 
63,100 a^res of old fallow and 17,712 acres of so-called 
Culturable waste. The distinction between the two is very slight, 
as also is that between the latter category and barren land. Most 
of it is of a very poor quality, and it is probably true that almost 
all fields which are capable of profitable tillage have been already 
brought under the plough. Much of this area, too, is not readily 
available for cultivation, as it consists of dhak jungle, grass 
land and pasturage, or else ground shaded by scattered trees. 
Taking culturable waste and old fallow together, the highest 
proportion is 19 per cent, of the total area in pargana Bhadaon, 
followed by 16 per cent, in Kopachit West, 14 per cent, in 
Sikandarpur West, and 13 per cent, in Lakhnesar ; so that the 
Basra tahsil has far more land available than either of the others. 
In Bansdih the figures are 9 per cent, for Sikandarpur East and 
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4*7 per cent, for Kharid ^ while in the Ballia tahsil the only 
pargana with any extensive area nntilled is Kopachit East, where 
it amounts to 8*6 per cent., the remainder showing proportions 
of 5*3, 4*2 and 1*8 per cent, in the Doaba, Ballia and Garha 
parganas, respectively. 

The methods of cultivation followed in this district present 
no peculiar features^ and do not differ in any way from those 
in vogue in Ghazipur and Azamgarh. Improvements in imple- 
ments, system and seed are practically unknown ; the enltivator 
remains satisfied with his primitive plough, his sinctple means of 
fertilizing the soil, the traditional rotation of crops, and he pays? 
no attention to the selection of seed. There is, however, an 
exception to the last rule in the case of rice grown in the Suraha 
Tal; the cultivators never use the rice grown on the spot 
for seed in the same locality, but import rice for sowing 
purposes from the Eatoi lake in Azamgarh. There are the 
usual harvests, known by the usual names. On an average, 
taking the figures of the five years ending in 1906, the area 
sown for the rahi or spring harvest has been 348,336 acres, 
while 344,670 acres have been cultivated each year in the hharif 
and 3,260 acres in the mid or intermediate harvest. The relative 
position of the spring and autumn harvests not only varies with 
the nature of the season, but is very different in the different 
parts of the district. The rahi very largely preponderates in 
the Ballia tahsil, while' in the other subdivisions the hharif 
covers the greater area, and notably in Easra, the chief rice- 
producing tract. The soil of the eastern parganas is rich but^ 
light, and is best adapted to the production of barley, gram 
and peas. Much of the land is inundated during the rains, 
and -consequently no autumn crops can be grown j maize, 
which is the chief hharif staple being raised on the higher lands. 
In the west, on the other hand, the soil is of a heavier description 
and a large proportion bears rice, while this crop is seldom % 
to be seen in the eastern half of the district. 

Taking the districb as a whole, the largest area covered by 
any crop in the hharif harvest' is that occupied by rice, which 
for the last five years has averaged 98,814 acres or 28*7 per 
cent, of the land cropped. The highest proportion in any on© 
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pargana is 55 per cent, in Bhadaon^ while throughout the Basra 
talisil and in pargana Sikandarpur East the figure is well above 
the district average. In Kharicl it closely approaches the latter 
amount, but in the JBaUia tahsil very little rice is produced, and 
this is notably the case in Doaba, w^here tke nature of the soil 
renders the cultivation of this crop almost unknown, I*he rice 
grown in this district is of many different varieties : about 72 
per cent, consists of the late or transplanted rice, known as 
jarhan, which is of a much superior quality and yields a far 
larger outturn than the clhan or early rice. Next in order 
comes maize, which averages 67,035 acres or 16-6 per cent, of 
the harvest. The great bulk of this crop is raised in the JBallia 
tahsil, and especially in the parganas of Doaba and Ballia, in the 
former comprising two-thirds of the area sown. As in most 
districts, it has grown in popularity during late years, and is 
of great value as providing a food supply even in seasons when 
the rains cease prematurely. This staple is also grown to a 
large extent in pargana Kharid, but -elsewhere its cultivation 
is very limited, and little more than five huridred acres of maize 
are to be found in the entire Basra tahsil. The various millets 
hold a relatively unimportant position in this district. The 
chief is the small and inferior kind known as kodon, which 
covers on an average 44,617 acres or 13 per cent, of the harvest. 
The largest areas are to be found in Kharid and Doaba, where 
this crop accounts for 26*3 and 20-3 per ceUt of the hjiarif 
respectively : elsewhere the figure is below the average, though 
it is fairly high throughout the Ballia tahsil and in the eastern 
half of Basra. The other millets have fallen off during recent 
years : mandua is grown in all parts to the extent of some 
7,000 acres; lajra covers 5,500 acres, chiefly in the western' 
half of' the Ballia tahsil ; and guar about 1,400 acres, this being 
mainly confined to Garha and Kopachit East. A fair amount 
of 3 uav'\& also cultivated in combination with arhar, the mixture 
averaging some 6,000 acres ; but arhar is more commonly sown, 
by itself, and in this form averages 21,532 acres or 6'2 j)er cent, 
of the harvest. Two-fifths of this amount are to be found in 
pargana Sikandarpur East, and the bulk of the remainder in 
Sikandarpur West and Bhadaon, while in other parts of the district 
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the crop is unimportant^ especially in the Ballia tahsil. The most 
notable feature of the Jckarif cultivation in this district is the large 
area under sugarcane, which averages 40,614 acres or 11-8 per 
cent, of the harvest. It is grown uniformly over the greater part 
of the district except in the Ballia tahsil, and especially the 
DoaLa and Garha parganas, where very little is to be seen ; 
there is, however, a large amount in Kopachit East. Mention 
will be made later of the manufacture of sugar, which is still 
the most important industry of Ballia, although it has declined 
during the past twenty years, as also has the area occupied by 
this crop. The other products of the kharif are quite insignifi- 
cant. They include some 2,600 acres under the various pulses 
known as urd, mung and moth) a fair area under the millet 
called sanwar^ and negligible amounts of garden crops, cotton 
and indigo. The last was once grown to vsome extent, but has 
now practically disappeared, and only survives in paigana 
Garha. 

In the rahi harvest the lead is taken by barley. This crop, 
when sown by itself, covers on an average 81,646 acres or 24 
per cent, of the entire area cultivated. The proportion varies 
considerably in different parts of the district, for while in the 
Eansdih tahsil and in the parganas of Sikandarpur West and 
Ballia it closely approaches the general figure, no less than 62*4 
per cent, of the rahi cultivation in Lakhnesar is devoted to 
barley, and in Kopachit also the area is much larger than 
elsewhere. On the other band the crop occupies a very secondary 
place in Doaba and Garha. There the place of barley sown 
alone is generally taken by wheat or by barley in combination 
with other staples, such as wheat or gram. The area of barley 
mixed with gram averages 31,170 acres or 8*9 per cent, of the 
r<ihi harvest, ranging from 21 per cent, in Doaba to practically 
nothing in Lakhnesar. A slill larger proportion is sown with 
wheat, which by itself is comparatively seldom to be found in this 
district. WTiether grown alone, or mixed with barley or gram, 
wheat accounts for 67,318 acres, taking the average of the returns 
for the past five years ; it thuk covers 19*3 per cent, of the rahi 
area, this amount being considerably exceeded in the Bansdih 
tahsil and closely approached in Ballia, while in Basra the 
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proportion is little more than 12 per oent.^ pargana Lakhnesatr 
coming last with only 6-6 per cent. The remainder of the rabi 
harvest is taken up for the most part by gram sown alone and by 
peas. The former averages 50^880 acres or 14*6 per cent., of 
which over 36^000 acres are found in the Ballia tahsil and less 
than 6,000 acres in Basra. Peas, which constitute an import- 
ant item* in the food supply of the poorer classes, average 
§3,880 acres or 24*7 per cent, of the rubi area, and are grown 
in every part of the district, parfciculai'ly in the western and 
northern pai’ganas, the highest propai*tion being 40 per centi 
in Sikandarpur West and Bhadaon. Mention may also be made 
of poppy cultivation, rather on account of its intrinsic value 
than of its actual extent. The total area averages 3,767 acres' 
and this is distributed over all the parganas, although^ the figures' 
for Bhadaon and Gai'ha are very small ; the largest acreage is 
recorded in Kharid and the two parganas of Sikandarpur. Other 
hharif products include linseed, to the extent of some 4,000 acres ; 
masur or lentils, aggregating about 5,400 acres and chiefly 
grown in the Ballia tahsil and particularly pargana Garha ; and 
small amounts of oilseeds, tobacco, potatoes, vegetables amd 
^ other gardenu crops. Market gardening is @f no. great import- 
ance is this district, owing chiefly to the absence of any large 
towns ; as is to* be expected, it is most extensively practised ia 
the Ballia tahsil. 

The various crops grown in the mid or intermediate harvest 
call for little comment. They consist mainly of the early millet 
kno’^vn as chena, which covers some 1,580 acres ; melons, which 
are grown on the sandy banks of the rivers and average 920 
acres in area; vegetables of different descriptions, and the hot 
weather rice called boro^ which is raised on the edges of the Suraha 
Tal^ and the other large lalies, and occupies about 360 acres 
annually. 

The district ^is well provided with means oi irrigation, and 
to this reason may be assigned its comparative immunity from 
famine. The security of the tract is more firmly estal^lished than 
at first sight appears from the actual figures, the reason being 
that so large a proportion of the land lies low and consists of 
racent alluvium, in which no artificial irrigation is. required;^ 
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feuffioient moisture being supplied by capillary attraction. Tbe 
whole of pargana Doaba is of this nature, and the same remark 
applies to extensive stretches of country in the Ballia and Garha 
parganas along the Ganges. Irrigation is consequently necessary 
in the older formations alone, and is most generally practised in 
the Basra tahsil. A comparison of recent statistics with those 
of former years is impracticable, inasmuch as it was then the 
custom to record all land as irrigated which was within reach of 
water. The old figures moreover included the rice lands, which 
axe no longer treated as irrigated. There the rainfall is retained 
in the'^ fields by the low embankments that surround them so 
.that this form of irrigation depends solely on the monsoon and 
IS in no sense a precaution against drought, but rather the mem 
retention on the land of the seasonal fall. Actual figures of 
iriigation are available from 1886 onwards. Tor the ten years 
•ending in 1896 the average area irrigated was 182,107 acres or 
85-68 per cent, of the net cultivation, the maximum being 197 9Sl 
acres or 40-6 per cent, in 1890-91, and the minimum 171,621 acres 
•or 34-6 per cent, two years later. Tor the succeeding decade 
from 1896 to 1906 the irrigated area averaged 185,298 acres or 
o4-7o per cent, of the area cultivated, so that while the actual 
amount shows a distinct increase it has not kept pace with the 
extension of cultivation. The proportion is still, however, remark- 
a y high, especially when it is remembered that in so large a 
trart no irrigation whatever is required. The capacity of the 
Jstrict may be estimated in some measure from the fact that in 
the dry year of 1896-97 as much as 30-8 per cent, of the total 
estivation received artificial watering, while the maximum irrig- 
ated area was 206,146 acres or 39 per cent, in 1899 to 1900. Amouff 
t e different parganas Ehadaon and Kopachit West come first 
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ixrigated, while the general figure for the district is largely 

exceeded throughout the upland tract. Sikandarpur West and 

Sika.ndarpur East average 58 and 53 per cent, respectively, and 

the latter proportion is closely approached in Kopachit East and 

Laklmesar. In the south and east of the district the condition 

Pf affairs is very different. Pargana Kharid, which contains a 

large proportion of lowljring alluvium, shows less than 27 fev 
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cent, of iri’igaitiou, and Ballia only 13*8 per cent. The remaining 
pavganas of Garha and Doalm take the lowest position; with no 
more than 44 and J*8 per cent, respectively. There are no largo 
tracts which suffer from a deficiency of water^ though there are some 
portions in Kharid, Bhadaon, and the two parganas of Sikandarpur 
in which the rice crop depends solely on the monsoon. 

Turning to the sources from which irrigation derived^ we 
find that wells are by far the most important in every part of 
the district, This is the more satisfactory^ as they constitute a 
more reliable source of supply than the tanks^ the natural reservoirs 
and the streams; all of which are liable to fail in seasons when 
water is most required. The position; toO; has been improved of 
late yearS; for whereas from 1886 to 1896 of the irrigation obtained 
from wells was 67*13 per cent, of the whole, leaving 32*87 per 
cent, supplied from other sources, in the ensuing decade the returns 
show that 79*48 per cent, of the area obtaining irrigation was 
served by wells, 13*06 per cent, from tanks, and 746 per cent, 
from other sources,' Actually the highest proportion of well 
irrigation is to be found in pargana Doaba, but there the total 
quantity is so small as to be negligible. In the regularly irrigated 
tracts, with the exception of Sikandarpur West and Bhadaon, 
wells supplied on an average from 80 to 87 per cent, of the irrigated 
area. In the two western parganas the figure is lower, owing to 
the greater use which is there made of tanks and natural sources, 
and in Bhadaon no more than 56 per cent, of the irrigation is 
derivedJrom wells, the corresponding figure for Sikandarpur West 
being 74 per cent.. 

Wells can be made in most parts of the district, and the only 
obstacle encountered in their construction is the sandy nature of 
the subsoil in the low lands along the rivers, .In the latter 
tract the wells, unless made of masonry, fall in during the rains, 
mrd in almost every case they have to be protected by ropes of 
straw coiled round the sides in order to keep them in wox*king 
order for a single season. The depth at which water is found 
varies with the height of the surface above the level of the sea, 
or rather of the Ganges and Ghagra. In the alluvial tracts ib 
averages about 15 feet, while in the uplands it ranges from 16 
to 40 feet; the average being little more than 20 feet. The 
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tmprotected wells which fill by lateral percolation are usually 
shallow^ from 16 to 20 feet deep, and are not intended to last for 
more than a single season j while permanent wells are usually 
&unk to a much greater depth in order to secure a constant flow 
of water. The number of these permanent masonry wells is very 
large and exhibits a constant tendency to increase. During the 
five years ending in 1906 the average number employed for 
irrigation W€is 11,673, while in the last year it had risen to 12,257. 
-These wells vary in size and quality, most of those built about 
the village site being of a superior description and used for 
drinking purposes as well as for irrigation. Such a well, with a 
large cylinder and sunk to a great depth, will sometimes cost as 
much as Es, 2,000, while a less pretentious well made for irrigar- 
tion alone can generally be made for about Es. 200, the average 
price of all masonry wells being perhaps double this sum. The 
number of unprotected or hachcha wells varies with the require- 
ments of the season, and for the last five years has averaged 6,857, 
including those wells only which are actually employed fo»r 
watering the fields. It is a common practice to dig such a well 
for the sole benefit of a particular crop such as sugarcane ; they 
do their duty at any rate till harvest time, and have the advantage 
of extreme cheapness, the cost rarely exceeding Es. 5, and 
commonly being no more than half of this sum. Where the 
underlying strata are tolerably firm, the shaft is not strengthened 
in any way, but when beds of sand are struck it is necessary to 
provide support by means of a stout cable made of arhaf stalks, 
tamarisk, or long thatching grass, which is coiled round the 
inside of the well where the stratum threatens to give way, and 
generally retains its position during the short period, for which it 
is required. 

Wells are worked after several different methods. The 
most common is that known as the dhenhal or lever, which 
consists of a long pole, with a lump of mud on the thicker end 
to serve as a weight, while at the other is an earthenware pot 
suspended by a rope. The pole is set upon a strong support fixed 
in the ground at a distance of a few feet from the well, the upper 
end being forked and holding the axle on which the pole oscillates. 
The labourer who works the lever stands with his back to it, upon 
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a plank wHch is so laid across the well as to leave a space between 
the edge of the latter so as to permit the passage of the pot. 
Pulling down the lever by the rope he thus lowers the pot into 
the well^ and when full allows it to rise by the action of the lever, 
emptying the water into the channel at the top of the well. The 
pot usually contains somewhat less than two gallons of water, 
and sometimes as many as four levers may be seen at work at 
the same time. The rapidity of working depends on the depth 
of the well, but on an average the pot is not filled more than three 
times in a minute. In this fashion one-seventh or one-eighth of 
an acre may be irrigated with one lever in the course of the day, 
and when using the dhenkal more water is lost by evaporation 
and absorption than in those methods which give a larger and 
faster stream in the distributing channel. In this process two 
men are required, one for working the lever and one for guiding 
the water; but when two or more levers are at work the process 
is naturally cheaper. Thus when one lever is employed and two 
men are at work, an acre can be irrigated in seven or eight days 
at a cost of Be. 1-2-8, whereas four levers and five men can water 
the same area in two days, the total charge being Be. 0-11-8. 
The ordinary rate of pay is 1 J ser of coarse grain, equivalent to 
one anna or one anna three pies, but the work is generally stopped 
at midday. The dhenkal is of course only possible where the 
water-level is high, and the same remark applies to the charhhi^ 
The latter is seldom to be seen in this district, being more 
common in Azamgarh. The charkhi is a wooden pulley fitted 
upon supports over the well, and over it runs a rope, to each end 
of which an earthenware pot is attached. The labourer stands 
on the plank over the well, and while forcing down one end of 
the rope, he brings up the other with the vessel full of water. 
This form of irrigation is more laborious than in the case of the 
dhenkal^ and the results are much the same, about one-seventh of 
an acre being watered daily at the same cost as a single-lever 
well. In the case of the larger and deeper wells the most general 
system is that known as the purwati. Here a large leathern 
bucket is hung on a rope which works over the pulley fixed on 
supports on the top of the well, and is drawn up by bullocks 
driven down an incline, tinder this system three men 
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required, one to drive the bullochs, one to empty the huoket, and 
the third to distribute the water, so that the expense is considerably 
greater, although at the same time this is compensated by the 
fact that the pur or bucket holds 14 or 16 gallons. The cost of 
irrigating an acre depends mainly on the size of the well, for 
unless the supply is abundant the well is soon exhausted and work 
must be stopped till it refills. The system has also the advantage 
•of rapidity, for half an acre can be watered in a day. In some 
cases bullocks are replaced by human labour, and the method is 
then known as gharra. When this is done, eleven men are 
usually employed, six being at work on the rope, two in empty- 
ing and distributing the water, and three in relief. In this manner 
rather better results are obtained, the pur being emptied not less 
than three times in two minutes, while the work continues more 
steadily than is the case with bullocks. On an average from 
one-half to three-quarters of an aere is irrigated in a day, but 
though more economical, the system is far less common than the 
purwati. 

Like all the eastern districts, Ballia contains a large number 
of artificial tanks for irrigation purposes, many of these being 
of considerable age. The more recently constructed tanks are 
rarely used for this purpose, being reserved for bathing and the 
watering of cattle. These tanks vary in size, and generally 
cover less than an acre ; they are not more than 20 feet in depth 
and are of square or oblong shape, with usually a kachoha well 
reaching to the spring level in the ceixtre. The earth removed 
in excavation forms a high bank round the sides, so that the tanks 
are conspicuous features in the landscape, commonly resembling 
old mud forts, but occasionally with trees or scrub jungle on the 
embankments. Two or three openings are left at the corners 
not only to enable the water to be taken out, but also to aUow a’ 
■certain amount of the surface drainage of the neighbourhood 
.to fill the tank during the rainy season. The water is generally 
raised from the tank to the field by means of the dauri, a round 
shallow basket made of wicker or bamboo matting. Attached 
to the basket are four strings, one of which is held in either hand 
by two labourers, who stand opposite to each other on either side 
i?-f baling station or bodar. There are usually two of these 
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hodarsj though frequently this number is exceeded. The basket 
swung between the men^ being carried above the water in the 
back stroke and into it with the forward stroke: in finishing the 
latter the men swing the dauri up with a jerk; so as to throw 
the water carried in the basket into the top of the lift. Fully 
two gallons of water are brought up at each stroke; and from 20 
to 25 strokes are made in a minute; the number varying with the 
height; which ranges from two to five feet. The labour is some- 
what arduous; and as a rule two pairs of labourers with two 
baskets are kept working at each lift; and two pairs are allowed 
as a relief party. In this manner about half an acre can be 
irrigated daily; the cost varying according to the number of lifts 
and other circumstances. Another system emiDloyed in tanks is that 
known as the dawan or don. This is a hollow boat-shaped piece 
of wood about 15 feet long, closed at the narrow end and oj^en 
at the other. It is placed on a ridge with the closed end 
projecting over the tank or jhil, being supported by a rope which 
passes over a pole and is held by the worker. The latter sinks 
the closed end by pressure with his foot until it fills with water; 
and then raises it by means of the rope so as to cause the water 
to flow to the open end and into the irrigation channel leading to 
the field. Water can be raised in this manner to a height of 
about three feet. 

Other sources of irrigation are the natural jhils, swamps, 
and the smaller watercourses. The larger rivers are not as a 
rule employed for this purpose; not only is there a difficulty 
in raising the water; but in most cases no necessity exists for 
watering the lands in their immediate neighbourhood. The 
Katehar nala is somewhat extensively employed for irrigation in 
pargana Ballia; and is dammed at certain points in its course; as 
also are several of the minor streams. Water is raised from the 
rivers and jhils in exactly the same manner as from the tankS; 
while in convenient places the dhenhal is also to be seen. 

Ballia has seldom been visited by famines of any great I’amines.,' 
magnitude or intensity; though it has not wholly escaped from the 
more serious calamities of this nature which have fallen upon the 
United Provinces and Bengal. Of early famines there are no 
records extant, and all that is known belongs rather to the 
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history of the Ghazipur district^ of which Ballia formed till quitb^ 
recently a component part. In every instance, however, the 
pressure caused by unfavourable seasons, was lighter here than 
in less fortunately situated tracts; for the heavy rainfall 
combined with the high water level render the district to a 
certain extent immune from the efiFoots of a partial failure or a 
premature cessation of the monsoon. 

The first occasion regarding which any definite infor- 
mation is available was the scarcity of 1868-69, when a> 
deficient rainfall .affected nineteen districts, although real 
distress was experienced only in Jhansi and Bijnor. In the 
eastern parts of Ghazipur the pinch of high prices began to ba 
felt towards the end of 1868, but no relief measures were deemed 
necessary. The rahi harvest was very inferior and with the 
advent of the hot weather distress became more general, and was 
aggravated by the delay in the arrival of the monsoon. Relief 
works were started on the 12th of June and were maintained till 
the 10th of S ptember 1869,. The total number of persons thua. 
supported in Ghazipur and Ballia was 63,802 or 694 per diem, 
the latter figure averaging over 1,000. during the last week in, 
July and the first seven days of August. The total does not 
include that of parganas Sikandarpur and Bhadao»n, which then 
belonged to Azamgarh, but in this part no great scarcity was 
experienced, and the relief consisted merely in the grant ot 
doles to the aged and infirm,. 

In 1873 the rains came late and the fall was very scanty, 
with the result that the rice crop failed and prices rose to am 
unusual height, the effect being enhanced by the succession of 
indifferent harvests in the preceding years. By the cold weather* 
the distress had become general, and the prospect became more 
gloomy in January 1874, when a severe frost did widespread 
injury to the peas and other delicate crops. In the following 
month, however, a moderately heavy fall of rain removed all 
danger of a real famine, especially in Ghazipur and Ballia, so 
that the distress abated with the harvest, and though relief 
measures were continued throughout the hot weather the number 
of persons fell to a small figure, and the last work closed on the 
22ud of July. For combating the scarcity on this occasion 
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relief works were started in February, the total Expenditure 
under this head being Es. 13,116, while about Es. 6,900 were 
devoted to poorhouses and cash doles. Added to this, 
the railway rates were reduced, so as to render ‘cheap the 
importation of .grain from the Punjab: nothing could be obtained 
from Bengal, which suffered far more than the United Provinces. 
The works in the Ballia portion of the Ghazipur district were of 
two kinds, temporary and permanent. The former comprised 
the repair of the road from Ballia to Easra and Ghazipur; 
widening and embanking roa'ds at Sahatwar and Bairia; and 
the excavation of a tank at Basra. The permanent works 
included the construction of a road from Pardhanpur on the 
Sarju to Easra u.nd thence to Nagra; .the improvement of the 
roal from Sikandarpur to Garwar; and the erection of an 
embankment through a jhil near Bansdih. The average number 
of persons relieved in the whole of the Ghazipnr district was 
1,.286 daily; but with the reaping of the rahi harvest, which was 
the best known for years, the attendance declined, with the result 
that all the works were closed gradually, and by May only those 
in pargana Lakhnesar remained. There the distress appears to 
have been greatesb, and the reason assigned for this fact M^as the 
extreme density of the population, the average at that time being 
771 to the square mile, or more than in any other pargana of the 
United Provinces. As compared with the other eastern districts, 
Ballia escaped lightly on this occasion, and experienced nothing 
like the distress that prevailed in Basti and Gorakhpur: the 
result was mainly due to the opportune rain that fell herein 
January and February and secured an excellent harvest on a 
fairly full area. 

When the next famine occurred in 1877-78, Ballia was still 
an integral portion of the Ghazipnr district. On this occasion 
the rains broke in the beginning of July, but after three days a 
break ensued, and till the beginning of August only a few scanty 
showers were received. August began well, but on the 6th the 
rain ceased, and for most of the month a scorching wind blew 
and continued without cessation till the end of the month, when 
a storm passed over Ghazipnr and the adjoining tracts. This 
was followed by heavy rain on the 10th and ilth of September, 
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but for the ^ rest of the month strong easterly winds did great 
damage^ and it was not till the 5th of Ocbober that rain fell lit 
abundance. The result was seen in a great contraction of the 
hhcBTif arch and in an outturn Avhich was estimated at one- 
fourth of the normal, except in the Ghagra valley and the 
neighbourhood of the Suraha Tal, where about half an average 
crop was realized. The rice naturally suffered most, but the other 
staples fared little better and prices rose to an unprecedented 
height. The winter was marked by extremes of temperature, 
which added to the distress of the poorest classes, and the 
prospect of a fair rcibi was marred by hailstorms, high winds anct 
rust. The harvest brought some relief, but the costliness of food 
grains and apprehensions as to the monsoon of 1&78 caused 
renewed anxiety; the rains, however, though scanty, were well 
timed, an I the Icharif was above the average, so that the gains 
resulting from the state of the market amply recouped the 
cultivators for the losses they had undergone. As a matter' of 
fact, Ballia was but slightly affected by this famine. In the 
lowlying tracts the harvests were of course distinctly poor, but 
there was no acute distress. The Basra tahsil was less fortunate, 
but even there the relief works attracted but few labourers: no 
remissions of revenue were granted, and few formal suspen- 
sions were made, though the payment of a certain amount of 
arrears was allowed to stand over till the following year. The 
people were not impoverished at the beginning, and consequently 
were enabled to tide over the loss of one harvest, and the only 
sufferers were the casual labourers and those in receipt of low 
fixed salaries. 

In the last famine of 1S96-97 Ballia remained practically 
unaffected, and was even better off than Ghazipur. The tract 
Was thus far more fortunate than either Azamgarh or Gorakh- 
pur, iu both of which famine conditions prevailed. In 1895-96 
both harvests were well up to the average, and consequently there 
were ample stocks in hand at the commencement of the new 
agricultural year, at any rate for four months. The hharif of 
1896 only failed so far as the rice was concerned, or to the 
extent of less than one-third : the early rice gave a five-anna crop, 
but the late or transplanted variety was almost wholly lost, while 
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for other crops the harvest was about three-fourths of the normal. 

In the ensuing rati about 80 p)er cent, of the usual area was sown, 
and more than half of this was proteetecl by wells. It was pro- 
posed to suspend a proportion of the Icharif revenue, but all that 
was done was to postpone i^ayment for two months, and though 
ample provision for relief works was made, they were never 
carried into effect. The rahi of 1897 i>roved good, and conse- 
quently all anxiety was dispelled. The only tract which suffered 
in any way was pargana Bhaclaon, on the Azamgarh border; but 
even there the distress was not of a severe nature, and test works 
failed to attract labourers. Since that time the district has 
remained immune, and on no occasion have any measures of 
relief been either mooted or sanctioned. 

No separate records are extant to show the prices of food Prices, 
grains in Ballia prior to its formation as an independent district. 

It may be assumed that the rates wore practically identical witlx 
those of Azamgarh and Ghazipur, although the remote position 
of the tract and its inaccessibility at that time, rendering export 
trade more difficult than in the cam of the larger districts, com- 
bined to keep prices lower in Ballia than in the adjoining terri- 
tories. ,It appears that in this district, as elsewhere, a distinct 
rise in prices took place shortly after the mutiny, or about ISCO, ’ 
and that this rise continued for a peidod of about 15 years. 

Apart from temporary fluctuations caused by the variation in 
the nature of the seasons, it seems that prices remained practically 
stationary, or even declined, between 1875 and 1885. About the 
latter year prices rose to a marked extent throughout northern 
India, the phenomenon being ascribed to widespread oconoauio 
causes, among which the fall in the value of silver, the develop-* 
ment of communications, and the growth of export trade together, 
figure prominently. This rise, though sudden at the beginning', 
was progressive and has continued with several occasional fluctu- 
ations to the present day. Its extent may bo estimated from the 
available returns, which show that between 18SG and 1895 the 
average price of wheat was 16'22 s&rs to the rupee, of barley 
21*52 sersj of common rice 14*62 sera, of gram 2147 sers, of 
maize 21*39 sers, and of arhar 20*23 sers^ these being the chief, 
food grains produced in the district. The ensuing decade was 
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r.ein<arkable for the famine of 1897 and for the scarcity 'which 
prevailed in many parts of India in 1900. JBoth of these had a 
great effect on local prices, and consequently the average is 
somewhat vitiated ; though the upward tendency does not seem 
to have been checked in any degree by the subsequent years of 
prosperity. The figures for the ten years ending in 1905 were 
w^heat, 12*62 sers; barley, 18 sers; rice, 11*51 sera; gram, 17*19 
scrs ; maize, 19*16 sers ; and arhar^ 13*36 sers. The enhanced 
market value is apparent and calls for no further comment, bnt 
for the reason given above it is practically impossible to form an 
exact estimate on the extent to which prices have risen. • From 
1860 to 1865 wheafc and barley averaged 24 and 30 sers respectively 
in the Azamgarh district, and from these figures we obtain an 
increase of a great deal more than 50 per cent, during the follow- 
ing forty years. This is probably an approximation to the actual 
condition of affairs, as the same results are obtained in the case of 
other districts of the Benares division. 

It is still less easy to determine the change in the daily wages. 
These differ in the towns and the villages, being generally higher 
in the former ; while rates further vary according to the nature 
of the 'work, even in the case of ordinary field labourers. The 
latter are very frequently professional ploughmen, who are 
granted one higha of land rent-free in addition to their regular 
wages, which again are more commonly paid in kind. The rent 
of this land would amount to Rs. 8 per annum if leased to a sub- 
tenant, so that the grant actually represents an addition of about 
four pies to the daily wage. In 1882 agricultural labourers were 
estimated to receive two annas daily, and at the present day the 
rate is practically the same, excluding the customary grant of 
land. For ploughing and sowing remuneration is sers of 
coarse grain, equivalent in money to about two annas ; for weed- 
ing and watering it is sers, or half the former amount; for 
digging and thrashing the rate is l^th sers or 1 J annas; while for 
reaping the labourer obtains one bundle in 16, approximately 
6J sers of grain or five annas in the day. 'Women, who are 
extensively employed in the lighter forms of field work, such as 
weeding and watering, customarily obtain two-thirds of a man^s 
wage. Consequently it will be observed that the rate of wag^es 
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depends but very little on current prices. So far as the latter 
have risen, ■wages have increased at the same time, owing to tho 
greater value of the grant given as remuneration ; but the increase 
cannot be appreciated in cash, as the wage merely serves as 
food for the day far the labourer and his family. Where cash 
wages are paid the increase becomes more apparent. rn>l882 a 
field labourer obtained as a rule Rs. 3-12-0 monthly, and a 
common artizan Rs. 7-8-0;. while the corresponding figures for 
1906 were Es. 4-6-0 and Rs. 11-4-0 respectively. At the present 
time a good journeyman carpenter or mason obtains eight annas 
a day, while a mistri in either trade gets from Rs. 18 to Es. 20 
per mensem. 

The. weights and measures in use in this district present 
several peculiarities, being in many respects different from 
those in vogue in Oudh and the western divisions of the United 
Provinces. The Government standards are, it is true, very 
frequently employed, and their use is becoming more general with 
the improvement of communications and readier means of access 
to the outer world; but the peo^fie are very conservative and 
cling to. the old customs with great tenacity. In measures of 
length the unit is the or barley corn,, of which three go to 
'the inch, two. inches making an ang^l, and three anguls making 
one girah Of the latter four go to the span and eight to the 
hath or cubit. This is a common measure everywhere and is 
equivalent to half a gaz or yard. It should be noted that in 
field measurement the yard is smaller than the English measure, 
being only 33 inches in length. A different gaz is employed for 
measuring cloth and the like, and this is 37:| inches. Three yards 
or sis cubits make a latha, so called from its usually taking the 
form of a bamboo rod; in the Rasra tahsil it is a common 
practice for zamindars in dealing with their tenants to treat the 
latha as only haths* The chain or jarib, here universally 
known as the rassi or rope, is made up of 20 lathaSj while 
32 rassis make a dhap or mile, two dhaps making the Icos. 
Another somewhat peculiar measure of length is the porsa or 
fathom of four hatlis. This is equivalent to the hahu of other 
districts and is only employed for denoting the depth of water 
being conventionally supposed to be the height reached by a 
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with his hands extended above his head. For measures of area 
the unit is the square latha, called a dhur; while in the Basra 
tahsil this is also equivalent to a square of three qadams or 
paces. Twenty such dhurs make one biswa or bah^ and 20 
biswas one higliaj the latter being, as usual, five-eighths of an acre. 
A variant of this scale is found in Basra, where the bigha is 
sometimes divided into four mamdas^ each of these being equal to 
five laihas; this measurement is only employed, however, for 
denoting shares in the mahal or village. In the same connection 
we find the usual division of land by annas and rupees, but the 
anna is divided in different ways in different places. In one 
case there are the usual 12 pies, further subdivided into 20 
each of which is nine jaw ; in another the anna equals 60 hats, 
the latter being made up of three sats ; and in another one anna 
is equivalent to 20 gandas, the ganda being four hauri$, the 
hawi SO dants, and the dant 30 dantulis* Where the highadam 
system is adopted the bigha is subdivided into 20 biswas or 
bahs, the bah into 20 dhurs, as before ; the dJmr into 20 Q-'ens,^ 
and the rm into 20 phens* 

For measures of weight the Government sfcandarcl ser of 
80 tolas is very frequently used, but there is a local ser based 
on the thick square lump of copper known as the Gorahh'pv/ri 
paisa. The latter is found throughout the eastern districts and 
is still employed as a current coin, though to a much less extent 
than was formerly the case. Its value has also depreciated, 
as not long ago 80 went to the rupee or five to the anna, while 
the usual price is now G| per anna or 101 to the rupee. Four of 
these pice make a ganda, and 28 gandas make the local pahlca 
ser, this being equal in weight to 104 current rupees or three- 
tenths heavier than the standard measure. There is also a local 
hachcha ser of 14 gandas, or exactly half the larger measure. 
A very common weight is the panseri of five sers, eight of those 
going to the maund. This, however, is by no means peculiar to 
Ballia, being the commonest unit of weight in all parts of the 
provinces. 

The prevailing rates of interest found in this district call 
for no detailed comment, being much the same as in all parts of 
the Eonares and Gorakhpur divisions, The rates vary not 
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only according to the kind of loan^ but also according to the 
cirourastances attending the transaction. Generally speaking, 
it may be laid down that interest on a usufructuary mortgage 
varies from 6 to 12 per cent.; on a simple mortgage from 12 to 18 
per cent. ; and on an unsecured loan from 18 to 24 per cent, per 
annum. No exact rule can be asserted, as so much depends on 
the personal element in each case; the higher rates are undoubt- 
edly severe, but they are usually commensurate with the risk 
involved. The most common loans take the form of advances 
of seed corn. These are repaid at harvest with the addition of 
interest calculated at one-fourth of the principal, this rate being 
known as siwai. As a ma(3ter of fact, it usually amounts to a 
groat deal more, for at the time of lending the corn is entered 
at its cash value, and the principal to be repaid is again converted 
into corn after harvest, when prices are much lower than at seed 
time. There are no large banking firms in the district, the only 
establishments being those of the local Mahajans, and up to the 
present time no attempt has been made to start village banks. 

Though by no means an industrial district, themauufactures 
of Ballia are of some importance and in one or two instances 
afford employment to a large number of persons. The chief 
are sugar, saltpetre and country cloth, each of which will be 
mentioned separately. Of the remainder, indigo at one time 
occupied a prominent position, but is now almost extinct. The 
business was wholly in the hands of natives, with the exception 
of branches of the Gahmar factory in Ghazipur, at Parmandapur, 
Kapuri and Saraya. Of late years, however, nearly all the 
factories have been closed, as the result of the decline in the price 
of natural indigo and the competition of the synthetic dye. 
In 1905 the area under indigo was only 13 acres in the whole 
distiict; this rose in 1906 to 156 acres, owing to the establishment 
of a now factory at Bilaria in pargana Gai'ha, though it remains 
to be seen whether the enterjirise will flourish any better than 
its predecessors. At Sikandarpur there is a distillery for the 
production of itr or otto of roses and other scented oils, which 
are exported to Calcutta and elsewhere, having a reputation 
equal to that of similar products made at Ghazipur. The pottery 
of the district has no distinctive features, nor has the metal work, 
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except in the case of the white metal vessels manufactured at 
Turtipar; these at one time had a considerable reputation, but 
the trade has declined, though a fair quantity is still produced. 
At Ballia iron trays, angethis or stoves, and waterpots are made 
and exported. Other manufactures comprise the palanquins made 
at Sahatwar and sold in large numbers at the Dadri fair and 
elsewhere^ the embroidered saddles and palanquin covers made 
by the Julahas of Bairia; and the shoes turned out at Tika 
Deori and Sikaria in the Basra tahsil. The only steam-power 
factories in the district are t wo fi our-mill s recently started at Ballia. 

Though there has been a considerable decline of late years, 
the sugar industry is still impox'tant. In 1882 there were no 
fewer than 671 refineries in the district with a net profit of over 
Rs. 500 in each case, as well as a number of smaller concerns. 
At the present time the total probably does not exceed 260, but 
the business is still fairly flourishing, and the produce is 
reckoned among the best sugar manufactured in India by the 
native process. The decline is due to the competition of foreign 
sugar, particularly that of Mauritius, and it is to this fact 
that the wholesale closing of factories must be attributed, as 
well as the precarious condition of many existing concerns^ 
Though the export trade has fallen off, the local reputation of 
the sugar still remains, especially of that produced at Hanuman- 
ganj. In the Ballia tahsil the piincipal refineries are at 
Hanumanganj, Patkhauli and Ballia itself, these places con- 
taining 24: considerable factories • in Bansdih at Jijauli, Nawa- 
nagar, Mairitar and Maniar ; and in Basra at Lahsani, Athila 
and Kotwari. The sugar is for the most part made from 
guT produced in this district, though considerable quantities 
are imported from Gorakhpur, Saran and Shahahad. It 
should be noted that only chi%i is manufactured here, and not 
misri or crystallized sugar. The givr is first melted and then 
stored in nanda or large earthen pots. After being clarified 
with siwar, a weed which grows in great abundance in the 
Suraha Tal and other lakes, the thin liquor is allowed to 
percolate through the bottom of the nand, leaving a deposit of dry 
sugar, which is scraped up by means of a broad-pointed iron 
instrument called a •pachhnL The sugar is then spread on a 
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coarse cloth iind rubbed with the feet till it becomes white* The 
product is styled first-class sugar, that of the second class being 
obtained from the liquor which has escaj)ed from the nand, the 
refuse from this process being similarly treated so as to j)roduGe 
third-class sugar. What then remains is called shira^ and is 
used for the distillation of country spirit. 

The returns of the last census showed that in 1901 no fewer 
than 20,000 persons, including dependents, derived a subsistence 
from cotton-weaving. They are mainly Jidahas and Kqris, 
and the industry is almost wholly confined to the villages 
in which these castes reside. The cloth produced is of the 
ordinary coarse variety known as garha, and finer fabrics are 
seldom to be seen. The best is that produced at Karammar 
in the Bausdih tahsil, whence large quantities are exported to 
Nepal. The chief centres of the industry are at Guthauli, 
Middha, Bairia, Eaghunathpur, Bhalsand and Dubhand in the 
Ballia tahsil ; at Eeoti, Sahatwar, Karammar, Maniar, Sikandar^ 
pur, Keora, Birnarbari and Husainabad in tahsil Bausdih ; and 
at Basra, Nagpura, Athila, Jam and Bilaunjha in tahsil Easra. 
As elsewhere, there has been a considerable decline in the trade 
of late years, owing to the growing preference for European and 
factory-made goods ; but there is still a fair local demand for 
country cloth among the rural population. 

Since the introduction of Act XXXI of 1861 the manufac*^ 
ture of saltpetre has been under the control of the inland 
customs department and is only permitted under license. For 
making crude saltpetre a license fee of Es. 2 is charged, while 
for refining saltpetre and educing salt in the process the cost 
is Es. 50, the license running for a year from the 1st of August* 
The industry is this district is in the hands of Lunias, who 
usually commence operations in December and continue to work 
till the advent of the monsoon. The process of manufacture is 
simple in the extreme. Under each license two filter-beds and 
^one iron boiler are permitted, the former being circular, some 
three or four feet in diameter, and from eight inches to a foot 
in depth. At the bottom is an earthen vessel, and the sides of 
the filter are lined with grass. The nitrous earth and reh 
collected from usar land are placed in the filter^ which is filled 
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with water ; the latter percolates through the grass to the vessel 
beneath^ and is then boiled for three or four hours^ after whioh 
it is left to stand for two or three days in earthen vessels. At 
the end of that time saltpetre mixed with earth is deposited on 
the sides of the vessel^ and in this form it is sold to the refiners 
at a rate varying from Re. 1-S-O to Es. 3 per maund. The 
liquor that remains is strongly impregnated with salt, and accord- 
ing to law should be thrown away ; though very frequently the 
liunia boils it for an hour and obtains the salt by precipitation. 
In 1906 no fewer than 422 licenses for crude saltpetre were 
taken out ; this shows the extent of the industry in some degree, 
but it is impossible to say to obtain any figures regarding the 
quantity produced. In the refineries the crude saltpetre yields 
about fifty per cent, of the refined article and a varying amount 
of salt. The latter is not permitted to leave the refinery till the 
excise duty of Ee. 1-8-0 per maund has been paid. If excised, it 
is sold locaJly ; but the recent reduction of the duty places 
superior salt on the market at a very little higher rate than that 
produced in the refineries, and consequently a large proportion 
of the salt educed is destroyed. The saltpetre made in tho 
refineries is either obtained from crude saltpetre or else from 
nitrous earth directly by filtration, the latter being known aS' 
huthia and containing a smaller pro'portion of salt. The two 
kinds are mixed and exported to Calcutta by rail or river, and are 
thence despatched to China, America and elsewhere. The j)rice 
varies from Es. 6 to Es. 9 per maund, the rate depending on its 
purity as well as on the state of the market. In the year ending 
on the 31st of July 1905 there v’^ere three refineries at Bansdih, 
two at Turtipar and one at Mundiaiu ; the total quantity of 
refined saltpetre produced was 8,814 maunds, of which 3,269' 
maunds were of the fmthia variety. The salt educed amounted 
to 697 maunds, of which 676 maunds were excised, the rest 
being destroyed with the walls of the refineries. 

The trade of the district consists for the most part in 
agricultural produce. The chief articles of export are sugar, 
sJiira, gJii, wheat, barley, linseed, opium, mustard-oil and 
hides ; while the imports, on the other hand, include rice, kerosene 
oil, iron, brass and metal vessels, salt, piecegoods and timbeiv 
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In former clays the principal, and indeed the only, trade routed 
of importance were the rivers, None of the old highways passed 
through the district, and even at the present time the roa^ds that 
exist owe their origin for the most part to the river-borne traffic, 
serving as feeders to connect the local markets of the interior 
with the principal wharves. The chief riverside marts on the 
Ganges are at Ballia, Kotwa, Ujiar, Jauhi, and bn the Ghagra 
at Eilthra and Maniar, and Parbodhpnr, though neither can 
compare with the large business centre of Eevelganj on the Bengal 
side of the river. The traffic on the waterways has now beon 
supplanted to a large extent by the various lines of railway 
which traverse the district. The development of the Bengal 
and North-Western system has further had a marked effect 
on the road communications, resulting in the decadence of the 
routes leading to the markets nn the river, their place being 
now taken by those roads which give access to the stations 
on the railway. A further change in the direction and relative 
importance of the trade routes is due to the formation of Ballia 
as a separate district, in consequence of which several roads, 
and especially those leading west from the pargana of Sikandar- 
pur to Azamgarh, have fallen into comparative disuse* 

The change in the course of trade routes has had a distinct 
effect on the markets of the district. A list of these will be found 
in the appendix, but many of them are purely local in character 
and merely serve to supply the scanty needs of the neighbouring 
population. The most important bazars are at Ballia, Baragaon 
and Eaniganj in the Ballia tahsil ; at Bansdih, Maniar, Sikandar- 
pur, Sahatwar and Eeoti in tahsil Bansdih; while in the Basra 
tahsil the chief are those of Basra in pargana Lakhnesar, Bilthra, 
Tari Baragaon and Muhammaclpur in pargana Sikandarpur 
West, Chakra in x^argana Bhadaon, and Hajauli and Aundi irt 
Kopachit. The general tendency is for those markets an the river 
and off the line of rail to decrease in importance, the most remark- 
able instance of this being Bilthra bazar on the Ghagra, while 
Maniar and Sihandaiqiiir are somewhat similar examx>les. The 
town of Ballia, which has the advantage of both river and railway, 
is rising in importance, but its development has been hamx:)ered by 
the encroachment of the Ganges* The opening of the railway has 
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greatly benefited Sabatwar and Eooti^ while at the same time 
Eaniganj and Baxagaon have declined. The case of the latter is 
somewhat peculiar; as it has the advantage of railway communica- 
tion- but the probable explanation is that it was never thi? 
centre of nmeh trade; but merely a convenient collecting pla^o 
for the grain of the neighbourhood prior to its conveyance to 
Easra; Ballia and other marts. 

Another list given in the appendix -shows the fairs held in tho 
district. In each case they are religious in origin; and in raany 
instances the celebration of some festival; whether Hindu or 
Musalman; is the main object of the assemblage. The larger 
fairs, however; now derive their importance from their commercial 
aspect, and though religion still forms the main incentive for the 
majority of the visitors, the secondary object tends to obscure 
the original reason for the gathering, particularly at the great 
Dadri fair. Hie people are thus enabled both to satisfy the rites 
of religion, and also to purchase their simple requirements, w^hile 
enjoying the gaiety and excitement afforded by a large assemblage. 
By far the most important fair held iit the district is the Dadri 
Mela, which takes place at Ballia on the full moon of Kartik, 
and attracts some 600,000 persons. The-attendanc© has doubled 
during the past 20 years, and in the same period there has been 
a proportionate increase in the volume of trade. The place 
derives its sanctity from the junction of the Sarju with the Ganges, 
Formerly this took place to the east of Ballia, but owing to the 
encroachments of the great river the confluence is now some 
distance to the west. The fair is still held as near as possible to 
the old site, the position varying with the action of the river. 
For some years it has been held on land cultivated as soon 
as the assemblage disperses. The old temple of Bhirug, which 
marked the sacred spot, has long been washed away, and a new 
shrine has been erected to the north-east of Ballia, about a mile 
from the present site of the fair. The increase in size and importance 
of the gathering has necessitated more elaborate arrangements than 
those which were once considered adequate. Two large enclosures 
are provided for cattle and horses, while shops of all sorts and 
descriptions are put up in regularly laid-out streets. The sanitary 
arrangements are in the charge of the Deputy Sanitary 
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Owing not) only to its recent formation^ but also to tb© 
numerous changes in the area and shape of the district, it is 
almost impossible to determine with accuracy the population of 
Ballia from the records of the early enumerations of the inhab- 
itants of these provinces. A further difficulty is caused by the 
fact that the returns of the first attempts at obtaining a census 
were notoriously inaccurate. This was especially the case with 
regard to the census of 1853, which gave a total of 833,368 
inhabitants, and an average density of 714 to the square mile. 
The figure is calculated from the totals of the various parganas 
of Ghazipur and Azamgarh which go to form the present district, 
but it necessarily leaves out of account the subsequent inter- 
changes of villages made from time to time with the object of 
securing a more regular boundary. The manifest incorrectness 
of the total was displayed at the next census of 1865, which was 
a far more scientific attempt to obtain an accurate enumeration. 
The district then coniainod 667,088 inhabitants, the decrease 
being no less than 166,280. It was obviously more apparent 
than real, for no reasons can be adduced for so great a decline, 
though doubtless some disturbance was caused by the mutiny and 
the unfavourable nature of tho seasons that had immediately 
preceded the census. On the other hand, it is very possible that 
^ there was some understatement of the total on this occasion: 
in several respects the instructions given to enumerators wore 
defective, and it was well known that in many districts the con- 
cealment of females had been practised to a considerable extent. 
The following enumeration of 1872 showed a population of 
719,120 for the district, subject to the reservations made above 
with regard to subsequent alterations of the boundary, or 
726,791, if the population of the additions be calculated on the 
supposition of even distribution. The increase in the seven years 
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was thus 59^.703, and the average density was about 583 to the 
square mile. This was probably a far closer approximation to 
the reality than had hitherto been achieved, but none the less the 
figures were affcerwarcU subjected to the imputation of gross^ 
inaccuracy. 

of This suspicion was confirmed at the census of 1881, the first- 
to be taken after the entrance of Ballia on a separate existence. 
The district had not even then assumed its present form, as 
pargana Garha still belonged to Gha^iipur and tappa Dhaka 
remained in the same district, its amalgamation with Sikanclaiq^ur 
West not taking place till two years later. Allowing for these and 
other subsequent changes, Balliacoatained in 1881 a population of 
975,673 persons. The increase was remarkable, amounting^ to 
248,882, while the resultant density per square mile averaged 783 
souls; the former was greater than in any other district except 
Azamgarh, and the latter was only exceeded in Benares, where 
the abnormal density is due to the small area and the large city 
population. Some explanation of the increase is afforded by the 
fact that two-thirds of the gain was on the part of females, 
suggesting that the practice of concealment had but partially been 
abandoned at the preceding enumeration. 

of At the census of 1891 it was for the fii'st time possible- 
to ascertain the actual population of the existing area, for though 
pargana Garha was not included in Ballia till the next year and 
a few villages were transferred after its addition, the records- 
enable us to malre the necessary adjustment. The present 
district had then a population of 995,327 persons, the increment 
being 19,654. In the absence of unfavourable seasons and 
epidemics of unusual magnitude, the increase wms but small, and 
it would seem that the pressure on the land had almost reached 
its limit, for the average density was 798 to the square mile, and 
though this w^as exceeded in one or two districts, the moan rate 
in Ballia was actually the highest attained in the United 
Provinces after eliminating the urban population. According 
to the vital statistics the addition during the decade should have 
been more than 73,000, so that the difference between this figuru, 
though to some extent unreliable, and that of the increase shown 
by the census can only be attributed to migration. 
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The last census took place in March 1901, and it was then 
ascertained that the inhabitants of Ballia numbered 987,768 
souls, showing a decrease of 7,659 in the preceding ten years. 
This decline was partly due to an abnormal death-rate caused by 
fever and cholera in certain years, but, as before, the registers 
of births and deaths warranted the expectation of a substantial 
increase, the former exceeding the latter by some 65,000. The 
mean density per square mile had dropped to 792, this figure 
being like the others calculated on the present area: higher 
averages were observed in Benares and Lucknow alone, both 
small districts with large cities, so that it may safely be asserted 
tliat Ballia is by far the most densely populated portion of the 
provinces, and that the rinal rate is probably exceeded in no other - 
part of India. 

The extent to which migration has brought about a decrease 
in the total population is not easy to determine. The census 
returns show that on the one hand 94*84 per cent, of the 
inhabitants were born in Ballia and 6T6 per cent, were natives 
of adjacent districts or of other parts of India* There had also 
been a decline in the number of immigrants, for in 1891 the 
proportion of the people born in Ballia was only 93*2 per cent, of 
the total. Ofi the other hand, of all the persons enumerated in 
India who gave Ballia as their birth-place, 88*65 per cent, were 
found in this district, 2*88 per cent, in other parts of the pro- 
vinces, and 8*67 per cent, elsewhere. The latter figure is excep- 
tionally high, and the explanation is that, as is also the case in 
Ghazipur, very great numbers of Ballia labourers resort to the 
industrial centres of Howrah, Calcutta and elsewhere, while 
many others frequent the waterways of Bengal and Assam. The 
whole number of emigrants must have amounted to some 6*3 per 
cent., after deducting the proportion compensated by immigra- 
tion, or roughly 62,000 persons — a figure which tallies remark- 
ably with the difference between the actual population and that 
expected according to the vital statistics. The various districts 
of Bengal account for the chief share, no fever than 24,721 natives 
of Ballia being found in Howrah and Mymensingh alone; 
while the rest went to different parts of India, especially the 
Central Provinces and Bombay, where the cotton mills attract 
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numbers of the Julahas. The census returns necessarily leave out 
of calculation those emigrants who have gone beyond the confines 
of India. The total in this case also is considerable^ for between 
1891 and 1901 as many as 4,288 emigrants were registered^ their 
destination being British Guiana, the West Indies, Mauritius, 
Fiji and elsewhere. 

Though there is no town of any size in the district, the urban 
population is comparatively large, amounting to 11*3 per cent, 
of the whole. In 1901 Ballia contained 1,797 towns and villages, 
and of this number 1,666 had populations less than one thousand, 
167 others less than two thousand, while of the remainder fifty-five 
possessed between two and five thousand inhabitants, and ninoteent 
more than five thousand. The largest place is Ballia, which con- 
tained 15,278 souls, and after this come Sahatwar and Bansdih, with 
10,784 and 10,024 respectively. These are followed by Basra, 
Baragaon, Maniar, Bairia and Keoti, all of which have over 8,000 
inhabitants, the other towns being Sikandarpur, Narhi, Bhalsand 
and Haldi. Besides these, however, there is a number of lai’gc agri- 
cultural villages, notably in pargaoa Doaba and elsewhere along 
the Ganges, where the changes in the course of the river have 
resulted in the collection of the inhabitants into a few overgrown 
sites. The size of the villages in Ballia is indeed' remarkable, 
as they average 491 inhabitants apiece, excluding the towns ; 
while the corresponding figure for Ghazipur is only 339, and the 
difference is far greater still if the latter be compared with the 
eastern parganas of this district, the average for Ballia itself 
"being 508, and for Doaba no less than 912. These large communi- 
ties consist as a rule of a central site with numerous small hamlets. 
In the west of the district, where the subdivision of land is much 
closer, most of the villages themselves are but insignificant hamlets 
composed of an irregular cluster of huts with mud walls and 
thatched or tiled roofs, resembling those found throughout the 
Benares and Gorakhpur divisions, and affording a strong contrast 
to the Walled and semi-fortified villages of the upper Doab in 
Meerut* and Agra. 

. Ai the last census the pbpulation comprised 473,969 malee 
and 513|799 females, the latter standing to the former in the 
relation of 108*4 to 100. This preponderance of females is common 
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to the Benares and Gorakhpur divisions^ and also occurs in the 
south-east of Oudh. It is nowhere greater than in Ballia^ and its 
existence in a district in which Eajputs are the predominant caste 
is especially remarkable, not only as disproving the survival of 
infanticide, but also as showing clearly that it is the result of some 
unknown natural influence. The phenomenon is common to practi- 
cally every class and caste, the only exceptions being Kayasths 
and Bhangis. It has been ascribed by some to emigration, and 
this may, and doubtless has, a very marked effect; but it is 
impossible that this can be the sole factor that distinguishes the 
eastern portion of the United Provinces from the west* The moat 
remarkable feature of the case in Ballia is that during the fifteen 
years ending in 1906 male births averaged 17,360 and those of 
females only 16,700* The recorded deaths for the same period 
were 16,770 and 14,700 respectively, so that even allowing for 
emigration it would appear that there should normally be a pre-* 
ponderance of males. That this is not the case is proved by the 
census figures, which have been approximately identical for the 
last three enumerations. In 1872, indeed, males predominated, as 
there were but 91 *4 females to every hundred of the opposite sex, 
but this was almost certainly due to concealment, as already 
mentioned above. The difference exists irrespective of creed or 
race, being no less prominent among the Hindus than with the 
Musalmans, 

Ballia is essentially a Hindu district. In 1901 the popula- Religions* 
tion was made up of 920,657 Hindus, 66,699 Musalmans, 431 
Sikhs, 33 Christians, 44 Ary as, and four Jains. Thus Hindus 
stand to Musalmans in the relation of nearly fourteen to one, 
the former comprising 93*2 per cent, of the whole, and the latter 
6*54 per cent. The proportion of Musalmans has moreover 
decreased of late years, for in 1881 they numbered 7*6 per cent.^ 
and in 1891 only T*04 per cent. : so'that in this district the ordinary 
rule is reversed* The relatively more rapid increase oh the part 
of the Hindus is a rare phenomenon in these districts, but may 
be observed to some extent in Ghazipur, and also in the case of 
old Musalman centres such as Jauhpur, Lucknow and Pyzabad, 

Wkere the less of power has resulted in impoverishment and 
degeneration. Of the other religions there is little to be said* 
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The Arya Samaj -has been recently started in Ballia^ but is 
making no progress ; and -the Sikhs are found in all tahsils^ and 
especially in Ballia, where they are for the most part employed in 
G-overnment service. Christianity has never made any headway in 
the district, owing to the absence of systematic mission enterprise z 
all the Christians were Europeans or Eurasians, with the exception 
of four natives. There is no church in the district, nor any 
resident or visiting chaplain. The American Mission has now 
a small branch at Basra, with a dispensary in the oharge of a 
lady doctor. 

The majority of the Hindus belong to no definite sect or 
denomination, though at the same time a larger proportion than 
usual were returned at the census as followers -of a particular 
school. Thus as many as 23*7 per cent, were classified as mem- 
bers of the various Saivite sects, the great majority being Lingaits, 
a term which denotes rather the form of worship than any definite 
sectarian division ; 3T per cent, as Vaishnavites, mainly Kama'- 
nandis and Kabirpanthis ; and 6*5 per cent, as worshippers of the 
Panchon Pir, a heterodox cult which is very prevalent through- 
out the Benares division. The classification by sects, however, is 
most unreliable. There is not, for instance, a single entry under 
the heading of Nath Baba, though this personage is the special 
saint of the Sengar tribe, and is venerated throughout Lakhnesar 
and in other parts of the district. His principal shrine is at 
Basra, and is supported by a voluntary contribution on the part 
of the Lakhnesar mmindars at the rate of one pie in every rupee 
of the Government demand. The history of Nath Baba is unknown ; 
but it is said that his original name wms Amar Singh, and 
that he lived some two hundred and fifty years ago, and that after 
twenty-four years of wandering, chiefly in the Punjab, he returned 
to his own people. The temple at Basra will be described in the 
article on that town. What Nath Baba is to the Sengars, so is 
^ Bhika Shah to the Kausiks of Kopachit. This man was a resident 
of Baragaon and flourished some four centuries ago. His tomb 
and those of his spiritual successors are still standing, and the 
brotherhood is held in great veneration. There are also numerous 
establishments of Goshains and Atits in the district, the members 
of which are the gums or religious advisers of the lower castes, 
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and tave to a large extent ousted the Brahmans, though oai 
eeremonial occasions the offices of the Brahman purohit or priest 
are as indispensable as ever. 

The Hindu commuiritj includes representatives of no f ev^er 
than 73 different castes, excluding subdivisions, while in the case 
of 1,778 persons no caste was specified at the last census. A large 
number of these are very sparsely rejnesented, but in SO instances 
the total exceeds 2,000 persons* Among the remainder several 
deserve notice on account of their comparative rarity' in other 
parts of the provinces, and it is probable that, wdth the exception 
ofMirzapur, Ballia presents- a greater variety in the composition 
©f its population than any other district. Many of the castes 
occur almost everywhere and are too well known to call for 
detailed mention; but some, and pre-eminently theBajpiits, require 
fuller treatraent on account of their preponderance either in the 
whole district or in one or more of its component parganas: 

The Eajputs take the foremost place, both as regards their 
aggregate number and their social position. At the last census 
there were 129;031 members of this caste, including 66,275 
females. They thus form 14-02 per cent, of the Hindu popu^ 
lation;, and are relatively and absolutely more numerous in 
Ballia than in any other part of the United Provinces; excepting 
the hill tracts of Eumaun, where the majority of them are Raj*- 
puts only in name. Their presence" appears to be mainly due to* 
geographical reasons. In every case they claim to be descended 
from immigrants who came to- the district within the historical 
period, and it would seem* that their congregation in Ballia 
resulted from* the pressure exerted upon them by the^Musalman 
invaders from the west, and that they found fairly 'secure 
refuge in this remote corner of Hindostan, which lay off the 
beaten track of the conquering armies of Islam and provided 
a sure means of defence in the great rivers that almost surround 
the district. They are found in great numbers in all the three 
tahsils, but predominate in Bansdih alone; for though they 
are most numerous in Ballia, the^ total is there exceeded by 
that of Brahmans, while in Rasra the first place in numerical 
order is taken by Chamars. The Rajputs of the district belong 
to a great variety of clans, including almost all those enumerated 
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in the census report as well as many others : of the latter no 
recent figures are available^ though they comprise some of the 
most important local septs^ no less than 76^821 members of the 
caste coming under the heading of other clans/^ The leading 
subdivisions will now be dealt with, as their history and terri- 
torial distribution form the most important factors in arriving 
at a correct idea of the proprietary body. 

The Sengars numbered 10,349 souls, of whom 5,709 were 
found in the Easra tahsil, 4,023 in Bansdih and 617 in Ballia. 
The total is probably short of the mark, for in 1881 there were 
17,139 persons of this clan and 21,189 ten years later; so that it 
seems that many were entered under other heads. Even so, they 
are more numerous in Ballia than in any other district, not except- 
ing Etawah, which is the home of the race, though there too they 
are immigrants, apparently from Jalaun, where the head of the 
family is the Eaja of Jagamanpur. The Sengars came to these 
parts fromPhaphund in Etawah, one branch settling in Lakhnesar, 
almost the whole of which is in their possession, and another in 
Sikandarpur and the Zahurabad pargana of Ghazipur, In addi- 
tion to Lakhnesar, they hold large areas of land in Sikandarpur, 
where they have many settlements, of which the chief is at Pur, 
and in Kopachit. One branch of the Sengars springs from Bir 
Sah, a brother of Sur Sah, who founded the Lakhnesar house. 
His descendants are known as Birahias, and these numbered 6,502 
in 1891, and at the last census were probably kept distinct from 
the Sengars. Their home is in Sikandarpur, but they also own 
land in Kopachit and Ballia. The history of the Sengars is 
closely connected with that of Lakhnesar, and reference may be 
made to the article on that pargana. As mentioned above, 4hey 
all worship their tribal saint, Nath Baba, whose principal shrine 
is at Basra. 

The Karcholias numbered 10,985 souls in 1891, though they 
are omitted from the list of Eajputs in the report of the last 
census. They claim to he of Sisodia origin, and in that case 
are akin to the Gahlots, though only 279 of the latter were 
enumerated. Their tradition states that certain Sipodias of 
Ohitor settled in the Hamirpur district, and that a branch of 
.that stock migrated to Ballia, receiving the title of K^^rcholia, 
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which might be loosely translated as the men of the mailed 
fist; from some Sultan of Dehli in recognition of their prowess. 
Their leader was Hem Sah, who lived some eighteen generations 
agO; and occupied the Kopachit pargaua north of the Sarju. 
This is still for the most part in their possession; the chief 
taluqas being Chilkahar; Hajauli; and Ratsand. 

At the last census there were 8,048 BaiS; of whom 3,803 were 
found in the Rasra tahsil, 2,132 inBallia, and 2,113 in Bansdih. 
Like their kinsmen in Ghazipur, they claim to be descended from 
the Bais of Baiswara in Oudh, but the assertion seems to be with- 
out any foundation : they take a somewhat low position among 
Rajputs, as is the case throughout the eastern districts, and it 
appears probable that they are of indigenous extraction. Their 
chief family is that of Nagra in Sikandarpur West, and several 
offshoots of this house .are to be found in this and the eastern 
pargana of that name. They also hold land in Kopachit East and 
elsewhere. 

The Donwars are a very numerous clan, having 7,085 repre- 
sentatives in 1891, though they are omitted from the list in the 
last census. They are of doubtful Rajput descent, and are 
probably Ehuinhars. Their own tradition states that they spring 
from Mayur Bhat, the founder of the Bisens, by one of his 
many wives, and that they once held a principality In Tirhut. 
Their principal estates are in the Ballia pargana, comprising the 
taluqas oi Middhaand Basantpur; the mmindars of the latter 
place own all the fishing rights in the Suraha Tal, an asset of 
considerable value. There is also a large colony of Donwars in 
Alapur Sariaon of pargana Sikandarpur, and these are connected 
with the families of Deogaon in the Azamgarh district. 

The Narauni Rajputs do not occur in the census lists of 1891 
or 1901, but in 1881 they were shown as having 5,707 represen- 
tatives. The name is given by Oldham as Haraulia, and is derived 
by him from Narwal. They themselves claim to be a branch of 
the Parihars, of whom 1,169 were separately enumerated at the 
last census, 716 being found in the IBansdih tahsil and 391 in 
Ballia. The Naraunis were among the^ first of the Rajputs to 
settle inKharid, where they displaced the Cherus, while another 
branch occupied part of the Saran district. The former acquired 
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thetwotappas of Bansdih and Sukhpura^ their chief headquarters 
being Bansdih itself and Kharauni. They still own some 40^000 
acres in Kharid and a small area in Ballia^ but much of their old 
possessions have been lost through mismanagement. They were 
described by Oldham as inordinately proud^ passionate, and 
extravagant, and these remarks apply with equal force at the 
present day. 

Barwars. The Barwars, of whom there were 7,603 in 1891, also belong 

to pargana Kharid, which they colonised simultaneously with the 
Naraunis. They are said to be Tomars and to have come from 
Dehli at an early date, first settling in Sagri aa>i Muhammadabad 
of Azamgarh. There are, however, Bhuinhars of the same name, 
and it is possible that both are descended from one stock, though 
this is vigorously repudiated by the Rajput section. Passing 
eastward into Ballia, the Barwars took possession of the Majhoa 
and Maniar tappas, most of which they still hold, their chief 
settlements being at Kaithauli, Barsari and Mundiari. The 
inhabitants of the two tappas are quite distinct, only eating 
together on the occasion of some great gathering. There is 
another branch of the clan in pargana Saidpur of Ghazipur. 

Kinwars. The race of Kinwars is similarly divided into Rajputs 

and Bhuinhars, the former occupying the Sahatwar tappa in 
Kharid as well as a large portion of the Chhata and Sariya 
tal'i^qas in Ballia, while the latter are found chiefly in the 
Dehma and Muhammadabad parganas of Ghazipur. They do 
not occur in the list of the last census, but in 1891 there were 
5,127 Rajputs of this name in the district. They claim for 
themselves a Dikhit descent, asserting that they came originally 
from a place called Padampur in the Deccan : their leaders were 
two brothers, one of whom entered the service of the Gaharwar 
Raja of Benares some eight centm’ies ago, while the other joined 
the Gautam Bhuinhars and married the Rajahs daughter. It 
is probable, however, that the story was invented to conceal the 
fact of their Bhuinhar ancestry. They say that Sahatwar was, 
obtained in dower from the Ujjain Raja of Bhojpur in Shahabad, 
and this statement may very possibly rest on a true foundation. 
On the other hand, there may be some truth in the alleged 
©fichits. Dikhit extraction. At the last census 1,266 members of the latter 
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clan were found in the district^ almost all of them in the 
Bansdih tahsil, and especially pargana Sikandarpur East. They 
are of little importance, except one branch who are known as 
Pachtorias, from the pargana of Pachotar in Ghazipur. These Paclit<> 
numbered 1,995 persons in 1891, and are an ofFshoot of the 
Ghazipur colony. They hold a considerable area of land in and 
around Bansthana in pargana E alii a. 

The Kausiks are a clan of Eajputs inhabiting that part of Kausikst. 
Kopachit which lies to the south of the Sarju. Their numbers 
at the last census were not {specified in the report, but in 1891 
there AV^ere 4,998 in the district. Their chief settlement is at 
Baragaon, Adhere is the shrine of their special saint, Bhika Shah. 

The Kausiks of Ballia claim connection with the Gopalpur 
family in Gorakhpur, and are said to be a branch of the Sombansis. 

There ai'e numerous members of the clan in the Azamgarh 
district, and these ai’e probably derh^ed from the same stock. 

The Bisens are found in all parts of this district, and at Bisons. 
the last census numbered 4^957 souls, of Avhom 2,429 resided in 
the Easra tahsil, 1,567 in Ballia and 961 in Bansdih. They 
are strongest in the north of Kopachit West, where they have 
considerable possessions, and in Sikandarpur West. They are 
of no great importance, and like their neighbours in Azamgarh 
assert that they are of the same family as the Eaja of Majhauli 
in Gorakhpur, the acknoAAdedged head of the clan. 

Eajputs of the Gautam clan numbered 4,430 persons in 1901, dauiains, 
including 2,608 in the Ballia tahsil and 1,584 in Bansdih. They 
own some 4,000 acres of land in pargana Kliarid, but elsewhere 
their holdings are small. They apx^ear to belong to the same 
stock as the Gautams of Karanda in Ghazij)ut, Avho state that 
they migrated eastwards some five centuries ago from Argal in 
Fatehpur, the ancient home of this race. The same story is 
told by the numerous Gautams in Azamgarh, but its accuracy 
is open to suspicion ; there is a well known Bhuinhar clan of the 
same name, and it may well be that these Eajputs are of similar, 
if not identical, origin. 

Little need be said of the Chauhans, of whom 3,437 were " Cliaulians 
enumerated at the lasb census, 1,947 being found in the Easra 
tahsil and 833 in Ballia. They take no high rank and hold but 
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little land, and are probably quite distinct from the famous clan 
-which predominates in Mainpuri and other parts of the Doab. 
Similarly the Chandels of this district are held in little estimation, 
and are almost certainly of local origin. They numbered 3,180 
persons at the last census, and of these 2,078 were found in the 
Ballia tahsil, 679 in Bansdih, and the rest in Basra. Their chief 
settlement is at Bijaipur, within the limits of the Ballia 
municipality. 

No mention is made of the Lohatamias in the report of 1901 
or the preceding census, but in 1881 there were 3,742 members of 
this clan, almost all of them belonging to the Doaba pargana. 
Nothing is known of their orgin, but they appear to have held this 
part of the country for some considerable time prior to its 
acquisition by the Raja of Dumraon. They have now lost all rheir 
possessions, but retain the lease of many villages, and several of 
them are persons of wealth and substance. Their chief settlement 
is Bairia. They are a sturdy and independent race, and at one time 
they bore an evil reputation on account of their association with 
the gangs of Dusadh robbers who formerly infested that part of 
the district. 

The Hayobans or Harihobans are almost peculiar to Ballia 
and in 1891 numbered 2,671 souls. They rank high among Raj- 
puts and belong to the Lunar race, their head being the Raja of 
Haldi, the history of whose family will be given later. At one 
time they held all the pargana of Ballia, but their possessions are 
now comparatively small. They retain parts of the taluqas of 
Eaipnra, Jamuan and Takarsand, but Haldi, Digbar, Bxgahi, 
Janari, Gaighat, Durjanpur and Gopalpur have been sold, and 
most of the land is now owned by the Dumraon estate. The 
Raja has lost practically all his ancestral lands, but cadet 
branches of the house still own a number of villages in Ballia. 
The Hayobans were the rulers of a large p)art of Gorakhpur in 
early days, but the family traditions state that the Rajas came to 
this district from Bihia to the south of the Ganges in Bengal. 

The Nikumbhs at the last census numbered but 973 persons, 
of whom 634 were in the Bansdih tahsil and 335 in Ballia ; but 
this appears to be below the mark, as in 1891 no fewer than 
8,896 persons of this clan were enumerated. The remainder 
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probably gave some other name, as for example Sirnet, by which 
the Nikumbhs are well known in Basti and Gorakhpur. ' Those in 
this district maintain the connection with the Sirnets beyond the 
Ghogra and are said to be sprung from the younger brother of 
an Unaula Eaja. They occupy the tappa of Eeoti in pargana 
Kharid, and still own most of the land. 

There are many other Eajput clans found in the district, 
of whom a passing mention will suffice. The Ujjains or Ponwars 
are represented by the Dumraon house, which holds the largest 
estate in the district, including almost, all Eoaba and the greater 
part of Ballia ; and also by the zamindars of Sheopurdiar, 
who come of the same stock. The total does not appear in the 
last census report, but in 1891 it was 775. The Tetihas, who 
numbered 2,676 in 1891, are chiefly found in the Ballia and 
Eoaba parganas, and are more probably Bhuinhars than Eajputs, 
So too are the Anthaians, of whom 2,176 were enumerated in 1801, 
chiefly in pargana Kharid. The Kakans, 2,568 persons in 1891, 
are also found in Ghazipur, where they have a large settlement 
in pargana Shadiabad, and in this district are most numerous 
in Kopaohit West : their traditions are very confused, one account 
making them of Bisen origin, while another states that they came 
from Aldemau in the Sultanpur district. The Gaharwars num- 
bered 1,834 souls at the last census, 1,658 being in the Bansdih 
tahsil; they are probably connected with those of Mahaich 
in Ghazipur, who assert a descent from the Kantit house in 
Mirzapur. Other clans with over one thousand representatives 
are Bachgotis, 1,763, mainly in Easra ; Panwars, 1,703, evenly 
distributed over the three tahsils j Eaghubansis, 1,507, two-thirds 
residing in Bansdih ; Eathors, 1,226, almost all of whom belong 
to the Ballia tahsil ; and Surajbansis, 1,100, in Bansdih and 
Ballia, where they hold a portion of taluqa. Bigahi. Among the 
remainder mention may be made of the Eajkumars of Easra, 
the Sikarwars of different parts, the Chandrabansis of Bansdih, 
the Amethias of Easra, and the Eaikwars of Ballia. Kone of 
these are of much importance and their landed interests are small. 
It is interesting to note that in the case of five clans, Jaiswars, 
Jadubansis, Bundelas, Jadons, and Gaurs, all the representatives 
were females : this may be due either to faulty enumeration., bitt 
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more probably the reason is to be found in the marriage customs 
of the various septs^ wha generally take wives from particular 
clanSj often going far afield for the purpose, 

Nest to the Eajputs come Brahmans^ of whom there were 
117,429 or 12;76' per cent, of the Hindu population. They are 
most numerous in the Ballia tahsil, w^here 61,793 were enumer- 
ated, or more than was the case with any other caste, and are 
fewest in Easra, where the total was but 25,713. The Brahmans 
of this district belong mainly to the Kanaujia subdivision; bu4k 
there is a consideral^le number of Sarwarias and a fair proportion 
of Sakaldipis. In practically every case they claim, to be 
descended from immigrants, who- generally came as family priests 
of the various Eajput and Bhuinhar tribes, from whom they 
received small grants of land. They own a considerable area 
chiefly in the shape of small plots, but the proprietary bodies 
are comparatively few. In the three eastern parganas there is ah 
immense number of Brahmans who hold several villages, not as 
owners, but under the peculiar under-proprietai'y tenure known 
as ganwadhj of which some description will be made later. The 
Brahmans of this district are far the most part agriculturists, but 
in that capacity are in no way superior to their fello-ws elsewhere. 

The third place is taken by the Ahirs, of whom there were 
111,000 or 12*06 per cent, of the Hindus. ' They form the back- 
bone of the agricultural community, being cultivators of a high 
order, but their landed possessions are small. At one time thev 
owued the town of Ballia and its neighbourhood, which were 
conferred on them at the permanent settlement, but much of the 
land has passed to others. Many o-f the Ballia Ahirs became 
Musalmans, and are now known as Sheikhs, denying their 
Hindu origin. The Ahirs are most numerous in the Ballia tahsil, 
in which 44,247 were found, while throughout the rest of the 
district they are very evenly clietributecL 

At the last census there w'ere 89,682 Chamars, constituting 
9-74 per cent, of the Hindu population. They are the predomi- 
nant caste in the Easra tahsil, in w^hioh 42,126 were found, w^hile 
in Bansdih'the total was only 18,069. They call for no special 
mention, being similar to their brethren who abound throughout 
the provinces ; they are' generally employed as labourers and 
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cultivators^ and occupy almost the lowest position in the social 
scale. 

In this district^ as in other parts of the Benares division 
and in Gorakhpur^ the Koeris take the place of the Kachhis and 
Muraos of other parts. They are market gardeners by profession, 
usually cultivating the richest lands, and growing sugarcane, 
opium and the more valuable staples. Their total number at 
the last census was 64,025 or 6-95 j)er cent, of the Hindus, and 
this figure was only exceeded in the Gorakhj)ur and Ghazipur 
districts. They occur in greatest strength in the Ballia tahsil, 
but are found in all parts of the district; as a rule, they bear 
a good reputation, and for the most part are in prosperous 
circumstances in spite of the high rents they pay for their fields. 
In a few instances they own land as proprietors, notably in the 
parganas of Kopachit, 

The Bhars are by common consent an aboriginal tribe, and 
this caste traditionally held not only the greater part of this 
district, but also most of Oudh and the Benares and Gorakhpur 
divisions. They were displaced by the various invading clans 
of Rajputs, and were either absorbed or driven eastwards. They 
are still found in large numbers in the eastern districts, and at 
the last census Ballia contained 49,600 persons of this race, chiefly 
in the Bansdih and Easfa tahsils. 

Banias numbered 42,438 .souls, occurring in greater strength 
than in other districts of the division. They are fairly evenly 
distributed, though the largest proportion is to be found in the 
Ballia tahsil. They belong to many subdivisions, but ‘by far 
the most important is the Kandu, of whom there were 28,068 
representatives, a number only exceeded in Gorakhpur. The 
Kandus rank low among Banias, and are chiefly engaged in 
agriculture and grain-parching, while in Mirzapur many of them 
are stone-outters. The other chief clans are Agraharis, chiefly 
in Easra ; Eauniars, in Ballia and Bansdih ; Easarwanis, in all 
tahsils, but especially Ballia ; Kasaundhans, in Easra and Bansdih ; 
Baranwals, in the same two tahsils; Rustogis, in Ballia and 
Easra; and Agarwals in Ballia, Between them they own a 
considerable amount of land, notably the Agarwals of pargana 
* Doaba, and the Baranwals of Kopachit West and Sikandarpur. - 
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The census returns show 31;151 Bhuinhars or 3*38 per cent, 
of the Hindu, population. This figure is only surpassed in 
Gorakhpur, Azamgarh and Ballia, but probably it is less than 
the reality, as it seems certain that many of the Eajputs should 
properly come under this category. Two-thirds of them reside 
in the Ballia tahail, and the bulk of the remainder in Bansdih, 
They are commonly supposed to be of indigenous origin and 
to haye intermarried with both Brahmans and Eajputs. In 
popular estimation they share something of the sanctity which 
attaches to Brahmans, while, on the other hand, their subdivisions 
are very often the same as those of well known Eajput clans, such 
as Gautam, Kausik, Kinwar, Sikarwar and Honwar. At the 
present time some of them describe themselves as Brahmans and 
some as Eajputs, but by many they are considered to be a 
separate race. They are mainly agriculturists, and own largo 
areas of land in most parganas, notably Garha, Kharid and 
Ballia. Their chief estates are those of the Bemwar Bhuinhars of 
Narhi in Garha, the descendants of the famous Deokinandan, 
now residing in Benares, the Bhuinhars of Bahia, and the TetihaS 
of Lilkar, Sisotar and elsewhere in Sikandarpur East. 

Among the remaining Hindu castes there are but few which 
call for any special comment. Those occurring in numbers 
exceeding 10,000 are Kabars, 29,040 ; Telis, 22,979 ; Lnnias, 
22,246, Lohars, 19,818; Kayasths, 17,629; Dusadhs, 17,364; 
Mallahs, 16,439 ; Eurmis, 12,796 ; Eamkars, 12,298 ; Nais, 
12,162; Kumhars, 11,756 ; Binds, 10,440 ; Kalwars, 10,362 ; and 
Sonars, 10,254, All of these are sufficiently familiar with one 
OT two exceptions. The Dusadhs are only found in greater num- 
bers in Gorakhpur ; they reside for the most part in the eastern 
parganas, notably Doaba, where they have an evil reputation for 
crime and lawlessness, though many of them are employed as 
village watchmen, and their depredations are mainly confined 
to Bengal. They are mostly ploughmen, labourers, and swine- 
herds, ranking little higher than Chtoars : in former days 
they became notorious for the robberies they perpetrated in 
conjunction with the Lohatamia Eajputs, and not long ago a pro- 
posal was made to have them brought under the provisions of the 
Criminal Tribes Acts, though ultimately the matter was dropped. 
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Kamkars belong chiefly to the Ballia tahsil : they are very similar 
toKahars^ and are employed as cultivators and domestic servants; 
The caste is confined to a few districts and is only more numerous 
in Gorakhpur. Binds are another caste confined to the eastern 
districts^ their principal settlements being in Ghazipur. They are 
found in all parts of Ballia^ especially the headquarters tahsil^ and 
are a non- Aryan tribe ; their occupations are agriculture and 
general labour. Next to these come Dhobis^ Barais^ Gadariyas. 
Atits^ Barhais, Basors, Baris and Pasis^ their numbers exceeding 
2;000 in each case. Atits are more common in Gorakhpur alone : 
they are rather a religious sect than a caste^ and the name is‘ 
frequently synonymous with Sannyasi. Many of them are cul- 
tivators, and in several instances they hold patches of rent-free 
land. The majority of them are to be found in the Ballia tahsil. 
Barais are growers of pan, as opposed to Tambolis, who sell 
the leaves, though the occupations are seldom kept distinct^ 
Baris are domestic servants and babourers, their special industry 
being the manufacture of the leaf-platters used at feasts. Basors 
are usually regarded as Dorns, and are mostly workers in bam- 
boo, very similar to the Bansphors. They are only found in 
greater numbers in Gorakhpur and the Bundelkhand districts. 
Among the minor castes Mahabrahmans, Eangrez and Tiyars 
are more numerous in Ballia than in any other part of the pro- 
vinces, The first two are, however, well known and are found in 
small numbers almost everywhere. The Tiyars, on the other' 
hand, occur in no other district, and here only 135 were enum- 
erated, They are a Dravidian race, akin to Mallahs, being 
boatmen by profession : the same name is given to a division of 
the Bhars, and it is possible that this may account for the tradi*»- 
tion that a now extinct race of Eajputs named Tiyars once held 
the Sultanpur district. Other somewhat rare castes found in 
Ballia are Bayars, of whom there were 616, though this number 
is largely exceeded in Benares and Mirzapur, a Dravidian , 
tribe of labourers and agriculturists; Soiris, 452, the tradi- 
tional ownefs of p^rt of the district in early days, and now a 
gypsy tribe with vague stories of Eajput origin; and Dabgars^ 
who niake th^^ faw-hide vessels in which oil and the like are' 
carried. 
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The Muhammadan population is very evenly distributed, 
though members of this creed are comparatively somewhat more 
numerous in the Rasra tahsil than elsewhere, and are relat- 
ively fewest in Ballia, where they amount to only 5*7 per cent, of 
the total number of inhabitants, as compared with 6-6 per cent, 
in Bansdih and 8*3 per cent, in Rasra. The Musalmans of this 
district are almost all members of the Sunni sect, which comprised 
98*8 per cent, of the community, or all but 687 persons. Of the 
latter 433 were Shias, and the remainder followers of minor sects. 
The Shias, moreover, have decreased in numbers of late years, for 
in 1881 there were 601 : practically all the Musalman buildings 
belong to the Sunnis, but there are few of any architectural 
importance. The chief are the mosq^ue at Basra, the minarets of 
which tower conspicuously above the town, and a pretentious 
structure erected not long ago at ISTawanagar by a wealthy mer- 
chant of Sikandarpur. There was a fine old mosque at Ballia, 
but this was carried away by the incursions of the Ganges in 
1874. The Muhammadan population, according to the returns 
of the last census, was made up of members of forty different 
tribes and castes, while 207 persons wore shown as belonging to 
no specified division. Of these castes, however, few are of any 
numerical importance. Only ten occur in strength exceeding one 
thousand, while twenty had less than one hundred members 
apiece, and half of these less than ten. Most of the castes have 
their Hindu counterparts, and consequently call for no further 
mention. 

First and foremost come the Julahas or weavers, of whom 
there were 82,850 or 49*5 per cent, of the whole number of 
Musalmans. Somewhat over 14,000 of them belong to the Ballia 
tahsil, about 10,000 to Bansdih, and 8,500 to Basra, The 
majority follow their ancestral occupation of weaving country 
cloth, while in many instances they have betaken themselves to 
agriculture, being careful and laborious cultivators. Like their 
kinsmen in Azamgaxh and Ghazipur, the Julahas are a turbulent 
and lawless race, and it is to them that the conflicts between 
Musalmans and Hindus, which have from time to time disturbed 
the peace of the eastern districts, may generally be attributed. 
Closely akin to the Julahas are the Behnas or Dhunas, whose 
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profession is that of cotton-carJing, They mimberecl 3,709 souls, 
fend nearly three-fourths of them belong to the Easra tahsiL This 
caste is common to all parts of the United Provinces, and its 
members are very frequently engaged in cultivation in addition 
to their hereditary occupation. 

Sheikhs occupy the second place with 8,258 persons or 12*4 Slieikha, 
per cent, of the Musalmans. Nearly half of them belong to the 
Easra tahsil, while the majority of the remainder is to be found 
in Eansdih. Of the many subdivisions, the Siddiqis are the 
strongest, numbering 2,619 and being evenly scattered throughout 
the district, and then come Ansaris with 2,021, and Qurreshis 
with 1,148 representatives. The former are relatively numerous, 
and three-fourths of them reside in the Easra tahsil. Others 
include Usmanis, Paruqis, and Abbasis, but very many gave no 
particular clan, and probably the majority are only Sheikhs in 
name. They hold a fair proportion of the land, but there are 
no large -proprietors among them, with the single exception of the 
Pharsatar family. 

Little need be said of the Pathans, of whom there were 4,664, Pathang. 
the majority residing in the Ballia tahsil. Few of them belong 
to the better known subdivisions, excepting the Yusufzais and 
Lodis, who together make up about one-fourth of the total; many 
describe themselves as Ghaznavis, this appellation being common 
in Azamgarh and the neighbouring districts. There are one or 
two old Pathan settlements, but none of any importance. At one 
time they held the large Sonwani jagir, though this estate was of 
comparatively recent origin; and at the present time they have 
several small holdings in Sikandarpur, Kopachit West, Kharid, 
and elsewhere. 

Omitting the Behnas, of whom mention has been made above, iraqig, 
we come next to the Iraqis, of w^hom there were 2,573, a higher 
figure than that of any other district. They occur in the Benares, 
Gorakhpur and Fyzabad divisions alone, and according to their 
own account are immigrants from Iraq, though in colour and 
physiognomy they resemble the lower orders of Hindus and are 
generally believed to be of indigenous origin, akin to Kalwars, 
the name being derived from araq or arrack. They are generally 
shopkeepers and money-lenders, and many of them are in 

6 
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p]?osperous circumstances. About, half of them reside in the Easra 
tah^il^ their chief settlements being in Lakhnesar and the two 
parganas of Sikandarpur. A large property was acquired by 
Haji Hidayat-ullah of Nawanagar^ a naember of their caste^ and 
is still held by his descendants. 

The remaining Musaiman castes which docur in numbers 
exceeding one thousand are Darzis, 2,^148 Kajputs, 1,799 ; Faqh’s, 
1,775 ; Hajjams or Nais, 1,762; and Churihars or makers of glass 
bangles, 1,P66. The Eajputs are mainly converts from the 
Chauhan clan, and are of little social importance ; they occur in 
all the tahsils,, being most numerous in Easra. Among the other 
ca>stes the chief are Kunjxas or greengrocers, Bhats, Saiyids, 
Eangrez or dyers, Qassabs or butchers, and Dafalis, who- are 
beggars and runsicians of low repute. Among the Saiyids there 
are one or two, families of small local importance, notably the 
Gardezis of Kot in pargana Sikandarpur East. None of the 
minor castes deserve mention as being in any way peculiar to this 
district, with the possible exception of the 89 Gandhis or perfumers, 
whose home is at Sikandarpur, where, they still carry on the 
business of distilling itr from roses and other flowers. 

As Ballia possesses no towns of any great size, no industrial 
centres and few manufactures apart from those directly connected 
with the cultivation of the land, it is only natural to find that 
the majority of the inhabitants are dependent on agriculture for 
a means of subsistence. According to the returns of the last 
census, the agricultural population amounted to 67’3 per cent, of 
the whole. This includes, dependents, but not the large section 
of the community which follows agriculture as a’ subsidiary 
occupation. Of the remainder, 17'33 per cent, represented the 
industrial classes, half of these being engaged in the supply of 
articles of food and drink, one-sixth in the manufacture of textile 
fabrics,, one-seventh in metal work and the like, while other 
WcE represented occupations included pottery and glass, work 
in leather and hides, and in wood, cane,, and other jungle products. 
■Unskilled labour, other than agricultural, contributed 8*21 per 
cent./, personal service 3*19 per cent.; conomerce,. transport and 
storage per cent. „ the actual commercial population being 
per cent.,, or much the same as in Ghazipur, Gorakhpur, axtd 



fhe PeO'pte. 


m 


Azamgarh; and Government or municipal service *72 per cent. 

The professional community^, a very mixed class^ made up one 
per cent._, which is a normal proportion ; and the remaining *54 
■per cent, consisted of those without any regular employment^ 
ranging from persons of independent means to mendicants and 
convicts. 

The common tongue of the people is the Bitari form of Lan- 
eastem Hindis and the particular dialect found in Ballia is known fte^tura 
as the southern variety of Bhojpuri, itself a subdivision of Bihari. 

This also is the speech of Ghazipur^ while in Gorakhpur to the 
north we find the northern^ and in Azamgarh the western type 
of Bhojpuri. The distinctions are but small; and the three blend 
into one another wdtliout any clear line of demarcation. The 
Bihari tongue is directly descended from the ancient Prakrit of 
Magaclha; and is very diffarertt from the Hindustani of the western 
divisions of these provinces; so that the newcomer from Meerut; 
for instance; experiences great difficulty in understanding the 
language of the country folk. The returns of the last census 
show that 99^33 per cent, of the inhabitants spoke Bihari and *54 
per cent. Hindustani or Urdu; the latter being used among the 
Musalmans of the towns and the more educated classes. Other 
forms of speech include English; Bengali; and Punjabi, but these^ 
of course were found only among immigrants to the district* 

Ballia has never been celebrated for the literary attainments of 
its inhabitants; and its history records no waiters of distinction’. 

At the present time the best known name is that of Bakhsh Ram 
Pande of Haldi; who has written a number of books on various 
subjects in the Bhasha dialect; while other modern authors are 
Panch Deo Pande of Reoti, Dudh Hath Upaddhya of Hari 
Chhapra; and Ram Charitra Misra of Bansdih; though none of 
these have more than local celebrity* There are no newspapers, 
and the printing press, established at Ballia in 1898 under the 
name of the Bhiriig Press, has disappeared, A literary and social 
society was founded at the district headquarters under the name 
of the Ballia Institute in 1881, with the object of enabling educated 
men of all denominations to meat, on equal terms. The institution 
for a while flourished*, meetings being held regularly twice a 
month, accompanied by lectures and discussions on matters of 
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public iuterest. Subsequently however, the membership fell off, 
interest in its welfare declined, and financial difficulties were 
encountered. In 1884 the Eoberts^ Library was founded and 
attached to the Institute, and in 1904 a new building was erected, 
A few newspapers are taken in for the use of the members, but 
meetings are seldom held except for purely business purposes, 
and few additions have been made to the lij^rary since its 
inauguration. 

An exhaustive account of the land tenures in Ballia would 
by itself fill a considerable volume, but it may be possible to 
describe in some measure their general nature and most marked 
peculiarities within the compass of a few images. Proprietary 
rights in the soil are here found in every variety and complication 
known to the law : and as the revenue law is mainly a reduction 
of that obtaining in or imposed upon the temporarily settled 
districts, it often proves a prooi'ustean bed for the actual facts 
of Ballia. There are tenures and customs that are not fully or 
explicitly set forth in the law, and at times it is far from easy to 
determine the particular provision which applies to the special 
circumstances of a case. Sometimes too the law is quite clear, 
but is ignored by the customs of the country. The actual statistics 
of proprietary tenures are therefore to some extent misleading, 
and* at all events they require further explanation in order to 
make clear the real position. At the present time the district con- 
tains 2,526 revenue maums or villages, and these are subdivided 
into no fewer than 9,470 rroahals or revenue-paying units, of 
which all but 35 are permanently settled. Of these 36 temporary 
mahals 19 are in pargana Kharid, five each in Doaba and 
Sikandarpur East, four in Garha, and two in Ballia, ail of them 
lying on the banks of the great rivers. Excluding these, and 
taking the permanent mahals by themselves, we find 1,430 recorded 
as owned by single proprietors, 3,973 as held in joint zamindari 
tenure, 1,699 as perfect pattidari, 1,744 as imperfect pattidari 
and 689 as bhaiyachara. While all these well recognised forms 
are fully represented, their distribution is very uneven. For 
instance, all the' 537 mahals of pargana Lakhnesar are held in 
the hhaiyachara form of tenure, which is elsewhere rare, save in 
Bhadaon and Garha. Nearly the whole of Doaba is zami'^dari) 
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and only seven pattidari mahals are there to be found. The 
latter prevails in Kopaehit East^ Garha, and Sikandarpur East, 
but in other parts of the district it occupies a secondary position 
to joint mmindari. The nature and distribution of the different 
forms result from the history of the. various parganas, to ^vhich 
some refei'ence must be made in order to explain tlieir origin. 

The present system is evolved from the loose customs of Origin of 
tribal possession which were in vogue at the time when the 
province of Benares was taken over from the Oudh Governmout.. 
by the operation of a regular demand for land revcin^fi andTh^* 
regulation of individual rights in the soil under ordoiiy rule.' 

At first the chief object was to establish the auihorh.y of the 
ruling power and to gi?t as much revenue as possible. The means 
adopted to-secure the latter end varied according to circumstances, 
but on those circumstances the existing state of affairs almost 
wholly depends. The conditions of the entire district were in the 
first instance very similar: the land was occupied in small l.olding 
by Eajputs and Bliuinliars, and the Brahmans who ac jorn[)anicd 
those tribes when they conquered the country from the low caste 
aboriginals. They reclaimed and cultivated the laud ; and to this 
day they retain their hold upon it in^the same degree as formerly, 
whatever be the nature of their ‘tenure. . The latter matters liitle, 
and the grip of the Eajput on the. land is equally strong, whether 
he pays rent direct to Government, or to^one of the broihcrhood 
that stands between-him and the Government, or to the interloping 
auction-purchaser who bought up the zamindari riglib in the daj s 
when a default in paying revenue by the laTnhardar lironght 
whole taluqas to. the hammer, or to the wealthy creditor into 
whose hands the proprietary right has passed on failure to pay 
debts contracted either by impi-udenee or by misfortuno, oi to the 
jagirdar to whom the Government interest in the revenue has 
been assigned. Where the actual proprietary righb has ]»a35od 
away, he has none the less managed to maintain his ground as a 
privileged tenant, and his^position in that capacity is often owing 
to the inequality of fcho original permanent settlemenb, in no ^vav 
less desirable than that of the small zamdndti'i'^'h.imsdf, Xcitlicr 
the law nor the landholder can avail to raise the rents of the 
communities of privileged tenants; for enhanoemciit is usclc's. 
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if the higher rent cannot be collected, and so is ejectment if other 
tenants cannot gain admission. This dominant fact of cohesion 
and the stubborn hold of the old cultivators on the land must be 
always borne in mind in considering the origin of tenures in 
Ballia: the more so as these factors were in early days of even 
greater potency than at present, when the idea of individual pro- 
perty in the soil has in some measure weakened the bond of tribal 
uniori. and obviated the necessity of mutual protection. The 
forces of collectivism, when it was at its strongest, had to be dealt 
with in a collective spirit. The permanent settlement was made 
usually with the landholding clans in their corporate capacity, 
but in carrying out this policy different methods were adopted in 
different places. The most characteristic example is that of 
pargana Lakhnesar, the whole of which was held by Sengars. 
The owers rose as one man to resist the demands of Raja Balwant 
Singh, who was compelled to have resort to arms and only 
captured Easra after hard fighting in 1764. A compromise was 
then effected by which the Rajputs engaged for the pargana 
at a lump sum, which to this day represents the revenue. In 
1802 a resettlement was made at the same figure, which was 
distributed among 36 mcthala, but these mahals were not simple 
aggregates of villages, but a confused intermingling of mauzaa 
and portions of mauzas to an extent unparalleled elsewhere. 
They were determined on the basis of tribal subdivision, each 
consisting of all the land belonging to the descendants of 
certain families, whether residing together or scattered over the 
pargana. This panfusing system was worse confounded by the 
absence of any register of proprietors, and also by the local 
custom of interchanging lands, which has obliterated whatever 
bond of family union distinguished the original mahals. Such 
a condition of affairs strains the meaning of hhaiyachara 
^ahal to the utmost : for theoretically it would be quite possible 
for a single mahal of this nature to consist of portions of land 
in every yillag© of the pargana. On the other hand, the complica- 
tion merely results from past attempts to regulate the relations 
between the landholders and the Government ; it has been intro-, 
duoed from without, and the underlying uniformity has been 
ppneealed, as in actual practice each iiidividaal or small family 
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XLOW cultivates uud depends upon certain well known and defined 
lands^ independently of all complications of mamas, mahals 
and pedigrees. The common land is managed by a few of the 
leading men of the village^ and its proceeds go towards the 
common expenses for charity, festivals and the payment of the 
revenue. The name given to the Lakhnesar system is highadam^ 
each man’s holding representing his share, in contrast with the 
ordinary method of calculating shares in fractions of the rupee on 
the higha. The democratic spirit was not so strong in the case of 
the clans in other parganas. Ballia had its own Eaja, and here 
the problem was quite simple; but the Raja was soon dispossessed, 
and the tract was then administejud by an amil or revenue 
official. This system was adopted from the first in Eopachit and 
Kharid. In these parganas the tracts held by each clan had been 
more or less subdivided by separation of families, each clan 
having its own tappa and each tappa containing so many 
taluqas, the latter named in many cases after the chief who 
founded them. In several instances the division into tal'aqas 
was a complete partition by villages ; but elsewhere the partition 
was more complex and coi?.sisted in the assignment ot some 
villages in their entirety and some in part. The tenures are as a 
rule pattidaH, and in many cases the division of land has been 
carried out by courts in regular partition ; but there is consider- 
able complexity arising from the fact that the taluqas are 
subdivided into pattis on the hhethat system, which gives every 
paiti a greater or less share not only in every mama but in 
every quality of soil. In this district the Jchethat method of 
division by fields is invariably adopted in partitions ; the sharers 
always insist on retaining their scattered patches of siif* land and 
of having their portion in every description of soil, waste or 
cultivated, to be found in the mahaL Thus throughout the 
greater part of the district the name given to the form of tenure 
mafters but little, for every variety took its rise in practically the 
same manner, the actual form depending on the length of time 
for which the land has been in the possession of a particular 
family, and also on the growth of the number of members in the 
family during that period. The principal exception to this rule 
is to be found in pargana Doaba, and also in 'those parts of Ballia, 
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Garha^ and else'svhere which constitute the property of the Maha* 
raja of Diimraon. This is preserved from subdivision by the law 
of primogeniture, in accordance with family custom. Much o£ 
the estate has been held as hereditary domains for a considerable 
period, while the rest, including most of the land on(3e owned by 
the Eaja of Haldi,has been acquired by purchase. In this estate,, 
however, the Rajput and Bhuinhar tenants take a position very 
little inferior to that held by actual proprietors elsewhere : they 
continue in possession on easy terms, paying only the old reason- 
able rates to which their forefathers consented • they have the same 
complex division of the tribal area as the zamindars in other 
parts ; and they mortgage and sell their lands exactly as they 
would were their full proprietary right recognised by law. They 
thus occupy a position very similar to that of sub-settlement 
holders in Oudh, and are practically on a level with the proprietors 
in other parts of the district. The original difference lay in the 
fact that the first engagements in the Dumraon estate w^ere taken 
from the Raja, whose right w^as maintained in perpetuity, whereas 
elsewhere the amilSj who made sub-settlements with either the 
leading men in the various taluqas or with the cultivators them- 
selves in places where there were no families of power or 
prominence, were only temporary officials. At first, therefore, 
the distinction between rent and revenue, as now understood, was 
purely accidental. The persons engaging to pay the government 
demand to the amil formed a mahal, but a mahal did not con- 
stitute a proprietary tenure. The permanent settlement changed 
all this, for it created for the first time proprietary right in the 
soil on the part of those engaging : the idea was a new one, and 
was not readily recognised, as many zamindars actually refused 
to engage, and it was not till 1840 that the practice of farming 
out such mahals entirely disappeared. The nature of the new 
right was only grasped thoroughly when the land was sold for 
arrears. Instead of being a mere farmer as before, the auciion 
imrchasor was an actual owner in perpetuity, and this unpleasant 
discovery was frequently the cause of serious and prolonged 
conflicts. The uncertainty only terminated with the tardy com- 
pletion of a record of rights, which should no doubt have been 
undertaken with the permanent settlement, and in that case would 



The PeopU. 


89 


have prevented much of the injustice that afterwards arose from 
confusion. With this record the natural development of tenures 
ended, and the only changes that have since taken place have 
been changes in proprietors, due to sales by private transfer or 
by publication for debt, and the separation of individual rights 
owing to private and public partition. 

The retention of their position by the old landowning castes 
is amply illustrated by the statistics of 1906. Rajputs altogether 
own 44S^760 acres or 58*25 per cent, of the entire district, the 
number of sharers being no fewer than 143,104. The latter 
figure is misleading, as it is greater than the total Rajput popula- 
tion, and is due to the fact that frequently the same name occurs 
over and over again in different mahals. The territorial distri- 
bution of the various Rajput clans has already been mentioned. 
It is for the most part clearly defined, particular clans as a rule 
holding the whole or portions of the several parganas. Thus in 
Lakhnesar there are Sengars, in Kopachit Karcholias and Kausiks, 
in Sikandarpur Bais, Bisens, Barahias and others, in Ballia 
Hayobans, Donwars, Chauhans, Panwars and Chandels, in 
Kharid Nikumbhs, Naraunis and Kinwars, and in Doaba 
Lohatamias, Chandels, Anthaians and Tetihas. In addition 
to the land recorded as held by Rajputs in proprietary right, 
there are also large areas in which they retain their hold on the 
land as privileged tenants, so that by far the greater part of the 
district is actually in their possession. Next to the Rajputs 
come the Bhuinhars, who own 80,978 acres or 11-41 per cent, of 
the district, their largest estates being in Kharid, Sikandarpur 
and Garha, half the last-mentioned pargana belonging to this 
caste. Brahmans, who have extensive properties in Sikandarpur 
West, Kharid and Ballia, own altogether 70,266 acres or ten per 
cent, of the district, and in addition occupy a considerable area 
in the eastern parganas under the peculiar tenure known as 
ganwccdhj of which mention will be made later. Next come 
Kayasths, with 26,293 acres or 3*31 per cent; their holdings are 
distributed overall the parganas, and are proj)ortionately largest 
in Bhadaon and Kharid, Other Hindu castes own 65,563 or 8*6 
per cent. ; their number is large, and in no case are their posses- 
sions extensive. The remaining 64,186 acres or 8*43 per cent* 
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are held by Mtisalinans^ and the greater portion of this is to be 
found in the two parganas of Sikandarpur^ where was the only 
Muhammadan settlement of any antiquity. 

The largest estate in the district is that belonging to the 
family of Dumraon in ShahabacL This is now owned by Maharani 
Beni Prasad Kunwari, the widow of the late Maharaja Sir Radha 
Prasad Singh Bahadur, K.C.I.E., who died on the 5th of May 
1894. The family belongs to the Ponwar or Ujjain clan of 
Rajputs, who claim descent from Raja Vikramaditya of Ujjain 
in Malwa. According to their traditions 87 generations have 
passed since the days of Vikramaditya, 69 of the family 
ancestors being rulers of Ujjain, The first of this race to settle 
in the Bhojpur pargana of Shahabad was Raja Santan Sah, from 
whom the late Raja was 18th in descent. His successors acquired 
a large property, including Bihia in Shahabad and practically 
the whole of pargana Doaba, which formerly belonged to Bengal. 
To this estate large additions were made by conquest and 
purchase, including most of the domains once held by the Rajas 
of Haldiin pargana Ballia, as well as extensive lands in Kharid, 
Eopachit and Garha. These acquisitions were for the most part 
effected during the days of Jai Prakash Singh, Mahes war Bakhsh 
Singh and Radha Prasad Singh, the last three owners of Dumraon. 
The rent-roll of the estate in this district amounts to Rs. 3,63,666. 

Among the leading families of the district the chief is that 
of the Raja of Haldi, although the property is now quite insigni- 
ficant. He belongs to the Harihobans or Hayobans clan of 
Rajputs, a Lunar race, which is said to have come originally from 
Maheswati in the valley of the Narbada, the family home being 
subsequently established at Eatanpur in the Central Provinces, 
The Ratanpur Rajas were considered the head of the clan till the 
extinction of the senior line about 150 years ago, since which 
time the leading place has been taken by the Ballia branch. 
According to tradition the latter was founded in 860 A.D. by 
one Chandra Jot, w^ho migrated from Eatanpur to Manjhi on the 
banks of the Ghagra in the Saran district of Bengal. Here the 
Hayobjins established a large principality by conquest of the 
aboriginal Cherus. Some two centuries later the descendants of 
Chandra Jot left Mann hi and tonk mi thmr n.hndp in TiiViifl. -hn thp 
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sotith of the Ganges in Shahabad, where they remained for five 
centuries. Their departure is alleged to be due to a tragic 
incident^ the story going that about 1528 the head of the clan^ 
Eaja Bhupat Deo, or one of his sons^ violated a Brahman woman 
named Mahini, who belonged to the household of the family 
priest. Mahini is said to have burnt herself to death, and in her 
dying agony to have cursed the Hayobans race; her tomb still 
stands near the railway station of Bihia, and to this day is an 
object of pilgrimage. In consequence of this event the clan 
crossed the Ganges into the Ballia pargana, at first residing at 
Gaighat, whence they afterwards moved to Haldi, They held the 
whole of thepargana under the Mughal emperors, and continued 
in possession till the days of Balwant Singh of Benares, who 
deprived the Raja of his estates about the middle of the 18th 
century. After the expulsion of Raja Chet Singh in 1781, the Raja 
of Haldi, Bhuabal Deo, obtained a three years^ lease of the entire 
pargana from Mr. Francis Fowke, through the influence of the 
Benares treasurer, Kashmiri Mai. In 1785, after expiry of this 
lease, Mr. Fowke gave a scmad to the Raja conferring upon him 
a perpetual grant of Es. 16,000 as malilcana for pargana Eallia, 
in acknowledgment of his proprietary right and as compensation 
for the deprivation of possession. At the permanent settlement 
five estates with an area of some 16,000 acres were settled with 
iche Raja at a revenue of Rs, 24,165. The annual allowance 
was continued both to Bhuabal Deo and to his SQn, Iswari 
Bakhsh, who died in 1806. The title was then passed to his 
brother, Raja Dalganjan Singh, in whose time the pension was 
reduced, while in the days of his nephew and successor, Raja 
Haraknath Singh, who obtained the estate in 1826, it was 
entirely stopped. Several attempts were afterwards made to 
procure a renewal of the grant, but without success. Haraknath 
Singh was afterwards compelled through indebtedness to sell the 
whole of his estate, which was purchased by the Raja of 
Dumraon, and his sons, Raja Narsingh Narayan Deo and Raja 
Sarah Narayan Deo, had no landed property. The latter never- 
theless rendered conspicuous service to the British Government 
during the mutiny, being possessed of great influence in the 
pargana, whereby he was enabled to assist the district authorities 
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in preserving and restoring order. For some unknown reason, 
however, the ’promise of a substantial reward was never fulfilled, 
and all that the Eaja. received was the grant of two small villages, 
TJdhopura and Murara Patti in pargana Doaba, which had 
formerly belonged to> the notorious rebel Kunwar Singh, a 
relative of the Maharaja of Dumraon. These villages, which are 
assessed at Ea. 713, are all that remain to the Eaja of Haldi, 
save fox an allowance of 500 bighas from the Dumraon estate at 
a moderate rent. The present owner of the title is Eaja Thakur 
Prasad Narayan Deo, who succeeded his father, Sarah Narayan 
Deo in 1861. He is the only hereditary title-holder resid- 
ing in the district, and his position affords a painful contrast 
to that held by his ancestors, who were at one time the chief 
tllakdhari Eajas between Allahabad and Saran. A complete 
pedigree of the family is~to be found in the Manual of Titles. 

In addition to the Maharani of Dumraon, several of the 
largest proprietors of this-district are non-resident. Among these 
is the Maharaja of Qasim Bazar in the Murshidabad district of 
Bengal, who owns 10,988 acres revenue free, comprising the 
taluqas of Hathaunj and Mundiari in pargana Kharid and of 
Duha Behra.in pai’gana Sikandarpur. This estate is known as the 
of Kantu Babu, who. was the private secretary of Warren 
Hastings during the whole period of *his administradon. The 
grant was made on the 10th of January 1785 as an altarigha 
inam, and was nominally conferred as a. provision for religious 
observances, to he enjoyed by the Diwan and liis descendants; 
it had an estimated value of Es, 10,000 annually. The grant 
never received formal sanction, but it was entered by Mn 
Duncan in the annual statement of muafi holdings, and for some 
reason or other escaped resumption under Eegulation II of 1819» 
After the death of Kantu Babu, w^hose proper name was Kishan 
Kanth Nandi, the estate passed to his son Eaja Loknath, who 
died leaving a minor son, EajaHarinath Eai, in 1818. During 
his minority the property was taken under the management of the 
Calcutta Eevenue Board, and given in farm to Miv Dacosta, an 
indigo planter in the neighbourhood. The Eaja died in 1835, 
and as his son, Kishannath Eai, was a minor, the property was 
once more taken under the management ol the Eevenue Board*, 
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The jagir was surveyed in 1841 and was found to contain 
9,556 acres, the zamindars for the most i^art being Eajputs of 
the Barwar clan. In 1844 Raja Kishannath Eai committed 
suicide. He left no male issue, and by will alienated his i^roperty 
from his widow, Eani Saranmai. The will was contested and 
property was taken under the Court of Wards, but subsequently 
the deed was pronounced invalid, and orders were issued for 
placing the widow in possession. j4t the same time the Local 
Government ordered the jdg'iT to be attached with a view to its 
assessment to land revenue; but this was contested by the 
owner, who in 1860 obtained a decree establishing her right. 
The Eani died in 1897, and her property passed to her mother- 
in-law, Eani Hari Sundari, the widow of Eaja Harinath Eai, 
who bequeathed it by will to her grandson, Maharaja Munendra 
Chandra Nandi Bahadur of Qasim Bazar. The latter was the son 
of Eaja Kishannath Eai’s sister, and therefore the prospective heir 
of the Rani Hari Sundari. The Maharaja is not only the jagirdar 
but also the actual zamindar of the Mundiari and Hathaunj 
taluqas^ as the interest of the former proprietors was sold up 
for arrears of revenue and purchased by Rani Saranmai in 1871 
and 1874. The old zamindars of Mundiari continued as 
occupancy tenants, and those of Hathaunj as ex-proprietary 
tenants of their former sir lands. 

A second revenue-free estate is that known as the Sonwani 
jdgiVf which comprises 14 villages in pargana Ballia, wdth an 
area of 9,962 acres.' This estate also owed its origin to Warren 
Hastings, and was conferred by him on his Mir Munshi, Shariat- 
ullah Khan, a member of a noble Musalman family of Burdwan 
in Bengal. On his departure from India, Warren Hastings 
made this grant, which had an estimated annual value of Es. 
8,000, on Shariat-ullah in recognition of his zeal, meritorious 
conduct, and long standing in the service.^^ He died about 
1790, after having greatly improved the estate by careful 
management, making a settlement with the actual cultivators 
instead of *the village owners, who were allowed to hold the 
fields in their own cultivation at very low rents. His success 
may be estimated by the fact that the collections amounted to 
no less than Rs» 31,600 per annum, Shariat-ullah left two 
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'Widows^ Talamand and Jugna^ the former haying a eon named 
Ghnlam Khan^ and the latter a daughter Hasina, Ghulam 
Ehan entered into possession of the talicqa^ and so remained 
till his death in 1811. He left a -widow*, Mailji Bibh but no 
issue, and disputes as to succession arose ; a compromise 
was eventually adopted by which Talamaud received four and a 
half annas, Mauji three and a half annas, Jugna three and Hasina 
five annas. The last mentioned in 1812 married Tasadduq 
Husain, the aavishtadar of the magistrate's court of Jaunpur 
and by him she had a daughter, Masnma. Three years after 
Tasadduq[ Husain’s death in 1824, Hasina married a relative 
of her first husband named Jalal Bakhsh, then a clerk in the 
Jaunpur civil court. In the same year Mauji Bibi died, and 
this was followed by a long course of litigation. The brother 
of Mauji claimed her share of the property, but the suit was 
finally rejected in 1835. Another (luarrel broke out between 
the, three women, and this was settled in 1835 by a deed of 
compromise, by which Hasina and Masuma were each to have 
seven annas, and Jugna to have the remaining two annas for life, 
her share reverting to Hasina in 1851, Several other suits 
followed, arising from the fact that in 1863 Hasina had executed 
a deed conveying all her share to her husband, and when on the 
strength of this deed Jalal Bakhsh obtained a decree for possession, 
his right was disputed by Masuma. The latter failed in her 
attempt, but at the same time the court had ruled that as^ tl:ie 
jci^gir was originally bestowed on Shariat-ullah and his male 
heirs alone, Hasina had only a life interest in the grant. During- 
the mutiny the two Begams exerted their influence in the service 
of Government, and their loyalty was officially recognised; but 
in 1859 the taluqco was attached in the same manner as that of 
the Hantu Babu. The owners, however, recovered their property 
on appeal, but before the decree w"as granted Hasina died. This 
avent resulted in a suit brought by Masuma Begam against 
JaW Bakhsh on account of her mother’s dower and her share in 
the personal property ; and this was eventually successful, the 
result being that Jalal Bakhsh’s share, was sold up and bought 
by Masuma Begam, who thus ac<piirecl tlie entire estate. The 
property,, which had hitherto been well managed, now became 
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heavily embarrassed, and in 1869 it was taken under the manage^ 
ment of the Court of Wards. The debts proved too large, however, 
and it was then too lateto save the situation. The Begam and her 
grandson, Ahmad Husain Khan, put every obstacle in the way of 
the Court of Wards, and eventually in 1884 the entire property 
was sold for Rs. 5,76,000 to the Maharaja of Vmanagram, who 
has large estates in other parts of the Benares division. 

Another estate which traces its origin to the early days of 
British rule was that acquired by the notorious Bhuinhar amii, 
Deokinandan Singh, and his son, Janki Prasad. These men 
obtained possession of an immense amount of land in the districts 
of Ghazipur, Ballia, Gorakhpur and Allahabad during the time that 
they were in ojffice, by means of force, chicanery, mortgages and 
fraudulent auction sales at absurdly low prices. Those proceed- 
ings lasted from 1798 till 1805, during which period Deokinandan 
practically assumed the entire charge of the province* An 
enquiry was eventually held, and Loth the aniil and the collector 
were dismissed. In only a few cases, however, were the villages 
restored to the owners, and the descendants of Deokinandan 
remained in possession of their ill-gotten property. In the 
case of this district the estate comprises land assessed at Ks. 
23,060, with a rent roll of about Es. 42,000,. in the parganas of 
Ballia, Kharid and Kopachit East and West. Deokinanclan’s 
son, Janki Prasad, died in 1832, leaving two sons, Earn Eatan 
Singh and Earn Parsan Singh. The latter died without issue in 
1854, but his property continued to be held by his widow till 1880. 
Earn Eatan Singh, who died in 1848, left two sons, Har Shankar 
Prasad Singh and Gauri Shankar. Prasad Singh. The former 
became heavily indebted, and his property has been sold up : the 
share in the Ballia district was purchased by his brother, who 
was for a time under the guardianship of the widow of Ram 
Pursan Singh, while since her death it has been managed by the 
Court of Wards in Ghazipur. The owner is a lunatic and 
childless ; he resides in Benares, 

The Pandes of Bairia belong to a Bhuinhar family which owes 
its advancement to the Eajas of Dumraon. They originally 
came from the village of Sihori in Ghazipur, and in the days of 
Baja Chet Singh, of Benares, one Jagdeo Eai came to Bairia; 
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^\^liere his grandson^ Puran Pande^ succeeded in procuriiig for 
Kaja Bikramajit of Dumraon the settlement of Doaba. He then 
became manager of the estate^ and subsequently "was given a large 
property by the Raja^ which still remains in the possession of his 
descendants. The latter continued to manage the pargana^ and 
at the same time increased their wealth by taking leases of several 
villages. During the mutiny Raghunandan Pande did good 
service by preventing the inhabitants of Doaba from joining in 
the rebellion, by supplying the British forces with provisions and 
forage, and by taking active steps to drive the rebels out of 
bis part of the country. The property was subsequently divided, 
the chief shares falling to Raghunandan and to his cousins, 
Radha Madho Prasad and Radha Mohan Prasad. The former 
is still alive, while the latter^s share is held by his widow. 
Raghunandan left a son, Padam Deo Narayan Pande, an 
honorary magistrate, who still holds a fair estate, though it is 
very heavily indebted. Altogether the Pancles own some 7,000 
acres in Ballia, Kharid, and Doaba, paying about Rs. 10,000 
revenue, while they also possess considerable areas in Ghazipur 
and Shahabad. 

A prominent position among the landowners of this district 
is taken by the Hon^ble Munshi Madho Lai of Benares, whose 
inherited and acquired estates are assessed at Rs. 20,820. He 
belongs to an ancient family of Sipahi Nagar Brahmans, and 
for several generations his ancestors held high posts in govern- 
ment service. The bulk of the property in this district was 
acquired by Laebhmi Lai, who was Government pleader in Benares 
and died without issue. His estates passed to his nephew, 
Munshi Beni Lai, who was a munsif in Ballia and Benares, and 
who left two sons, Sadho Lai and Madho Lai, of whom the 
latter succeeded his brother as head of the family. The property 
consists for the most part of the taluqas of Ser in pargana 
Ballia and Kop in pargana Sikandarpur, to which large 
additions have been made by purchase. 

The other landowners of the district call for no detailed 
mention, and it is sufficient to give a brief enumeration of the 
proprietors of the largest estates. The majority are Rajputs 
of different clans, and their property is in most cases of old 
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standing; Among the most prominent are Babu Bans Bahadnt 
Singh^ the head of the Bais , family of Nagra, whose estate^ 
now managed by the Court of Wards, lies in the two parganas 
of Sikandarpur and is still of considerable extent, though much 
less than that held by his ancestors ; the Naraunis of Bansdih| 
represented by Babu Bisheswar Gajadhar Prasad NarayaH 
Singh and Babu Gobind Prasad Singh, each of whom ha^ 
extended his possessions of late years; the Karcholias of 
Eopachit, including Babu Mahadeo Prasad Singh of Chilkahar, 
Babu Har Charan Singh of Hajauli, and Babu Paj Eishor Singh 
of Ratsand; the Sengar mmindar of Pur, Babu Mahabir Singh; 
the Einwars of Sahatwar, of whom the chief are Babu Sat 
Narayan Singh and Babu Bisheswar Eunwar, an honorary 
magistrate; Babu Bans Bahadur Singh, the Hayobans owner 
of Takarsand; and the Barwars of Jagirsand and Maniar, the 
former being owned by Babu Sarju Prasad Singh, and the latter 
being represented Babu Mababir Singh. These persona are in 
most cases the leading representatives of their clan, and their 
estates usually constitute but a portion of the ancestral holdings 
of the family, the tribal area, as already mentioned, being subdividecf 
among a large community* Of the Banias the chief are the 
Baranwals of Basra, at the head of whom is Babu BafSdeo Prasad,- 
who has lands in Lakhnesar, Eopachit West, Eharid arid Ballia, 
in addition to branch banldng establishments in Calcutta, Benares 
and Mirziapur; and the Kandus of Hanumanganj, whose property 
has been acquired by purchase from the proceeds of a flourishing 
business in sugar. Among the Musalmans are Sheikh Abdul 
Ahad of Pharsatar, the largest landowner of this creed m the^ 
district, whose estate was first obtained by an Ansari Sheikh- 
named Baha-ud-din in reward for military services during the' 
reign of Aurangzeb, then lost to the Bais of Eagra, and finally 
regained by Sheikh Ehadim Ali, a successful and popular pleader 
in Ghazipur; and Maulvi ‘ Muhammad Sharif of Eataila in 
Ghazipur, who is a leading vahil at Ballia. Mention may also 
be made of Babu Baijnath Saran, a Pande Brahman, who has 
acquired much of the Reoti estate, and of the Bhuinhars of Narhi 
in pargana Garha, an old family of the Bemwar clan, at the head 
of which are Babu Parmanaud and his brother, Babu Shami 
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Nar^yan. Mention may ako be made of Eaja Brij Narayan of 
Padranna in Gorakhpur, who in 19G& purchased land assessed at 
Rs. 3,200 in the Basra tahsil. 

Midway between the i^aT/iindars and the tenants conies a 
small class of under-proprietors. Their holdings, which in this 
district are not extensive, ate for the most part of the description 
known as ganwadK The persons in enjoyment of- this right are 
mainly Brahmans, who obtained grants of whole villages or 
portions of villages from the Eajput' overlords, at a lump rent 
for the entire area or else at a low fixed rate per higheoj on 
consideration of a small sum paid down, under the name of 
na^amna, at the time of the gift. These grants, which are both 
hereditable and transferable, are peculiar to parganas Ballia and 
Kharid, and generally date from a period slightly antecedent to 
the permanent settlement. In the former pargana, where the 
Eajput dominion had been broken, separate’ settlements of their 
villages were usually made with the Brahmans, who thus became 
the actual zamindcirs; but elsewhere the ganwadkdars were 
recognised as occupying a special position. Sometimes they 
are jointly responsible for the revenue demand, and sometimes 
the land has been divided, each ganwadhdar paying his share 
separately without referehce to the others and having no joint 
liability. The area thus held amounts to 12,638 acres in Kharid, 
7,700 acres in Ballia, 571 acres in Eopachit West, and 456 acres 
in Eopachit East ; the average rate paid is Ee. 1-12-10 per acre. 
Practically indistinguishable is the tenure known as i&timmri 
or mushalchsif which is a perpetual lease, either granted in the 
same way, or given to new settlers who undertook to bring waste 
land under cultivation. Other subordinate rights extend only 
to small plots, the owners of which arO termed amzidars^ and 
derive their title either from grants made by former rulers or 
individuals of note in rent-free tenure, or else from gifts or by 
purchase from the i^otmindar^^ In some of these the land has 
Beeh assessed to revenue, which is paid through the lamhardar^ 
6t else directly to Government, as is the case when renMree 
toniSre for fifty years has engendered proprietary right; 

The Origin of the existing cultivating tenures* is^ in somn 
fespectS Similar to th«et of interest^ in fbe sofi, bM 
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some' explanation is necessary to show how the various classed 
df tenants came into existence in this district. Before the intro- 
duction of the permanent settlement there was really no distinc- 
tion between rent and revenue in the modern sense of the terms, 
save in so far as the latter represented the sum paid by the amils 
or contractors to the central government, and the former that 
paid to these oJBfioials by those in possession of the land. This 
amount was calculated from what was in actual praiCtioe a 
ryotwari assessment of all cultivated land } the private holdings 
of the mmindars were treated more leniently than the rest, and 
this was the origin of sir. The payments to the amils were 
obtained either from a general rate per higha or else by 
appraisement of the standing crop, though in many instances 
resort was had to an actual division after harvest. The rates 
per higha had a natural tendency to become permanent, owing 
to the unwillingness of the people to submit to an enhancement 
and the impossibility of collecting an increased demand. The 
amount fixed between the amil and the zamindars as the 
sub-settlement was invariably less than the sum due to Govern- 
ment, and generally less than the amount actually received by 
the revenue collector. This difference between the assessment 
at acknowledged rates and the sum paid to the amil constituted 
the zamindar^s profit, to which must be added the benefit 
derived from the lower revenue rate on sir lands. The Cultivator 
paid what was supposed to represent half the produce, whether 
the amil got the whole or not. Consecjitently these revenue' 
rates, which were determined for each purgana, were the original 
rent rates ) by custom they became fixed, and tenants whose' 
rents have or can be assumed to havo remained constant since’ 
the permanent settlement are the tenants at fixed rates, and for 
all practical purposes are equivalent to proprietors. Their 
rights were in no way barred by the fact that higher rates were 
paid for such Crops, such as sugarcane, tobacco, cqpium, and 
vegetables. Thus in pargana Kharid the established rate for 
Ordinary cereals waS Re. 1-12-0 per higha^ plus nine annas as 
cesses, and for special Crops Es. 7 per Ugha. This practice 
still holds in several "parts of the district, and at the present day 
the .rate for sugarcane in Kharid and Kopaohit is three timCis 
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fche ordinary rental for similar land otherwise cultivated. In 
spite of the assumed fixity of the rates the amils not unnaturally 
attempted to obtain enhancements, and for this purpose resorted 
to fraudulent devices, such as the imposition of additional cesses 
and the employment of a shorter measure of length. Another 
common abuse was the insisting on payment in kind in good 
years and in cash when the outturn was poor; but as a matter 
of fact rents in kind were favoured by the cultivators, who are 
more than a match for the officials in the matter of appraisement, 
and whatever system was adopted it seems certain that the full 
half value was never paid in reality. These abuses were checked, 
if not stopped altogether, by Duncan, who introduced a standard 
bigha, prohibited new cesses, adopted as standard rates those 
accepted for 1187 Dasli, encouraged the practice of paying renta 
in cash at the established rates, and forbade an actual division 
of the crop, substituting for it appraisement before harvest, 
together with a scale of rates published each year before the crop 
was ripe, according to which the amount determined by appraise- 
ment was to be commuted to cash. 

Tenancy The first legislation undertaken on behalf of the tenants 

was the provision in Regulation LI of 1795 for the issue of 
pattas or leases to cultivators by the mmindars fixing the rent 
due, the rate to be determined by rules established in the pargana, 
tappa, or taluqa for similar lands. To the same date may be 
assigned the origin of occupancy rights; for it was laid down 
that hhudJcasht^ or as they are now called maurusi, tenants could 
not be ejected so long as they paid the stipulated rent, and only 
paiJcasht tenants or tenants -at-will could be removed from their 
holdings on the expiry of the lease, A result of this enactment 
was that occupancy rates were fixed for ever, so that this class of 
holding became for practical purposes identical with that of 
tenants at fixed rates. In other respects the regulation proved of 
little effect, for owing to the ignorance of the cultivators very 
few leases were granted, though in spite of this the enhancements 
appear to have been very small. At the preparation of records^ 
of rights in 1840 all the fixed-rate tenants were definitely recorded, 
and at the revision of 1882 all holdings were so entered 
which had been received by descent or transfer from the w>av/rv,8i 
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tenants of 1840, provided no enhancement had taken place in the 
meantime. An innovation was introduced with Act X of 1859, 
which invented the occupancy tenant of twelve years’ standing. 
Their rents were determined at ^^fair and equitable” or ^^prevail- 
ing” rates, these being somewhat higher than the old fixed rates, 
as among other circumstances the increased value of produce was 
taken into consideration, though this was merely a present 
to the mmindars. The effect was, however, small owing to the 
large area under fixed rates, and it gave occupancy rights to a 
limited class, Not only was it impossible to prove a general 
enhancement, but an increased rent could not be collected. 
Enhancements were for the most part confined to the pattidaH 
estates, where they were obtained by pressure and by ejectment 
for arrears. In such villages the tenants proper were not strong 
enough to prevent the intrusion of newcomers, while the owners 
always had the alternative of taking the land into their own culti- 
vation if the old tenant refused to submit. Another reason for the 
same effect of the legislation of 1859 was that it was not followed 
by any record-of-rights defining the possession of tenants, and the 
absence of this record tended to discourage attempts at enhance- 
ment, for every tenant claimed to hold at fixed rates, and this 
contention had to be disproved before any further steps could be 
taken. Of more importance was the introduction of Act XVIII 
of 1873, which materially altered the status of simple occupancy 
tenants by making their rights non-transferable and limiting the 
succession of inheritance. However well suited these provisions 
were for temporarily settled districts, they here proved an 
undoubted hardship. Hitherto the tenants had shared with the 
mmindars in the benefits of the permanent settlement: they 
could do what they liked with their land, and the sale of tenant 
rights frequently fetched as much as Rs. 200 per acre. The 
abolition of this privilege in the case of a certain class 
resulted in the practical disappearance of their credit, and placed 
the simple occupancy tenant in a position widely different from 
that of the tenant at fixed rates. The same Act created a new 
class of tenants in the shape of ex-proprietary holders of sir land ; 
but the result was insignificant, as the^area thus held is very 
small. 
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The history of the district in this connection is reflected by the 
condition of affairs prevailing at the present time. Of the totai 
cultivated area 27^77 per cent, is in the hands of the proprietors 
themselves j either as sir or Mmdhasht. The proportion is highest 
in the pargana of Lakhnesar, Bhadaon and Garha^ in each of 
•which it amounts to nearly 60 per cent. In Lakhnesar practi- 
cally all the land would be sir if the local distribution were 
compact; but the different holdings are scattered in the most 
complicated manner^ and a zamindar perforce cannot cultivate 
all his land himself. This does not imply that all the sir land is 
in the actual cultivation of the owner, although it had its origin 
in that way and the greater part still retains its old character ; 
the rest is tilled by sub-tenants, who are very numerous in this 
district. The proportion is also high in the two parganas of 
Kopaohit aud Haarid, where it amounts to about one-third 
of the whole. There the territorial distribution of the Eajput 
clans is fairly clearly defined, although all the members are not 
zamindarSy some being only cultivators who have lost or never 
possessed proprietary right, while one or twa large estates have 
gone into the hands of auction-purchasers. In the two parganas 
of Sikandarpur the proprietary area closely approximates to the 
district average, but in Ballia only 22 per cent, of the land is so 
held and in Doaha not more than 3 per cent., the latter figure 
being due to the peculiar circumstances of that pargana, which 
practically forms a single zaminddri holding. The old fixed 
rate tenants hold 19-31 per cent, of the entire district, the propor- 
tion ranging from 38 per cent, in Ballia, 33 in Doaha and 27 
in Sikandarpur East, to nothing in Lakhnesar and very little in 
Kopachit, Garha and Bhadaon. Their position in Kopachit is 
due to the action of the zamindarSy who were particularly 
fortunate in their attempts to raise the rates in early days ; while 
the high proportion in Ballia results from the extinction of the 
Bajput dominion before the introduction of the permanent settle- 
ment, the same remark applying to Doaba. Occupancy tenants 
account for 31-34 per cent, the area being very evenly distributed 
throughout all parganas of the district. In many oases they 
are also zdouindccrSy especially in pargana Lakhnesar, where 
theiy status resulted from the introduction of A’ot Ji of 1869, 
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44 S:aJr#i(iy Wnti&nedj^fehe ex-proprieljary area is small, amount- 
to '75 ;per-o 0 jit., and inare than ifaaK of this is ,to be found in 
the Bansdih tt^bhsil. The , rent-free or muafi lands contribute a 
further 1-9 per cent, and are .moat extensive in the parganas of 
Kharidand Ballia. The remaining 18 ‘8 5 per cent, is held by 
tenants-at-will without rights of occupancy. some parganas, 
such ,as Uoaha and Sikandarpur West, the proportion is much 
higher, and in the former at any -rate, .as in several other parts, 
the presence of this class of tenants is mainly due to changes 
caused by alluvion and diluvion, while as far as possible the 
Dumraon estate prevents the acquisition of new occupancy right 
by the grant of leases. The general result is a state of affairs 
which has no parallel in any district of the provinces, for nowhere 
do privileged tenants comprise so great a proportion of the total 
area or hold at such lenient rates. This phenomenon is due in 
•the first, place to the benefits of the permanent settlement, and 
secondly, though.almost to the same extent, to the tenacious and 
independent character of the cultivators themselves. 

The f gures given above do not take into account the area gub- 
Jield by sMkmis or sub-tenants. This amounted in 1905 to 26 Quants, 
per cent, of the whole district, the proportion being highest in the 
Bansdih tahsil, where it amounts to 34 per cent, and lowest in 
Ballia, where it is no more than '20 per cent., while in Basra it 
corresponds exactly to the general average. There are no separ- 
ate figures to show the area of such holdings in the lands 
recorded under the various classes of tenancy. The shikm/i 
naturally pays a very high rent, as he does not enjoy privileged 
rates, like the occupancy tenant, and as he usually cultivates the 
best land in the village, whether it be sir or the holding of a 
fixed-rate or occupancy tenant. The tenant at will, on the other 
hand,, has generally to be content with the worst lands, iu which 
®o rights have, accrued. 

Ever since the permanent .settlement the great bulk of the Graia 
rents in this district had. been paid in cash. The conversion of 
grain rents, .was one .of. Abe special objects aimqd at by Duncan at 
the time the tsettfement .'was rmade, and in fact those who conti- 
nued to pay grain reuts .-were ^ afterwards penalised by being 
dsbarred from, the. privileges * fixed rate tenancy. At tjie 



104 


Ballia District. 


fJasil 

fents. 


present time the area in which rents are paid in kind amounts to 
16,478 acres or 2’66 per cent, of the entire cultivation, and with 
few exceptions it is composed of rice land of a more or less 
precarious character, in which the produce is always uncertain. 
More than one-third of this land lies in pargana Sikandarpur 
West, and the bulk of the remainder in Kharid, Ballia and 
Kopachit West, Sometimes too the practice of taking rents in 
kind prevails in the ‘ newly formed alluvial areas along the 
Ganges. The rent is usually estimated at half the produce, and 
is either calculated hy appraisement just before harvest, or else 
is paid by an actual division of the crop. It is a common prac-. 
tice to add something to the landlord’s share on account of 
cesses, and these extra payments are locally known as serahi 
and pachua or varying from two to five sers per maund qf 
'the whole estimated outturn. 

Prom the foregoing accounts of the cultivating tenures it 
will be evident that the cash rentals afiPord no index of the fer^ 
tility of the land, nor indeed of the relative capacities of the 
various parganas. Nearly all the good land is held either as sir, 
or by fixed rate or occupancy, so that the rents paid by tenants-, 
jat-will are necessarily low. A truer idea is obtained by an 
examination of the rents of sub-tenants, these being fixed by 
pompetition and not by custom. This is also the case in 
Lakhnesar, which has the highest rent rate in the 
Jdisjjrict, although possessing decidedly the least fertile soil. There 
jbhe occupancy rights were only acquired under Act X of 1859, 
the whole of the land being formerly considered as sir, the out-, 
l^ing portions of which were leased by one zamindav to another 
at a comparatively light rate. In Kopachit and Kharid the average 
rates are nearly identical, but relatively to fertility rents are much 
higher in the former pargana, where the tenants have had a good 
deal of enhancement forced upon them and are not so well oflF as 
their neighbours. The returns of 1906 show that for the whole 
district the average rent paid by tenants at fixed rates was 
Es. 3-13-2 per acre, ranging from Ks. 4-10-1 in Boaba to 
Jls. 2-16-0 in Eopacfait West; the average for the Ballia tahsil 
was Rs. 4-4-8 and for the rest of the district Es. 3-4-0 per acre. 
Occupancy tpn^nts paid Ks. i-1-10^ the Ballia t£\»hsil again coming 
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first with Es. 4-7-3^ after which comes Easra with Es. 4-0-7 and 
Bansdih with Es. 3-11-11. The rates for tenants-at-will were 
practically the same, the only marked excess being found in the 
Ballia tahsil, where they averaged Es. 4-10-7^ while in Bansdih 
they were actually lower than the privilege rate, for the reason 
given above. The rate for sub-tenants, which more closely 
approximate to a true competition rental, was Es. 7-2-6 per acre* 
|or the whole district, Es. 10-16-7 in the Ballia tahsil, Es. 6-1 -7 
in Easra and Es. 5-2-2 in Bansdih. These rates are not entirely 
accurate, for in the first place many holdings include non-rented 
areas, while secondly the recorded rents cannot be considered 
altogether reliable, especially in the case of non-occupancy tenants. 
At the same time it is certain that there has been a considerable 
rise in the shikmi rents during late years, and also in the general 
rent-rate of certain tracts where, owing to special causes, the 
pressure on the land has increased, or its value has been enhanced 
on account of improved communications and other reasons. 
Occupancy rates are still very moderate and are seldom enhanced ; 
and as they apply to the greater part of the district the rental 
may be considered as very light indeed, compared with what is 
paid for similar land in temporarily settled tracts. Theoretically 
caste privilege is not recognised, but as a matter of practice 
cultivators of the lower castes almost invariably pay higher rents 
than the Brahmans and Eajputs, This results rather from their 
social position than from a recognition of their superior capacity, 
although Koeris and other tenants of the market-gardening class 
always pay the highest rents. 

Mention has been made of the old custom whereby special 
rates were paid for sugarcane and other valuable crops in old 
days. At the present time it has died out in the parganas of 
Lakhnesar, Doaba, Garha, and Ballia, excepting two villages, but 
elsewhere it survives to a varying extent. In Kopachit the 
practice is almost universal to this day, but in the other parganas 
it is confined to a few villages. This custom applies only to 
sugarcane nowadays, and is kno wn as the beahhi uMi. In Kopachit 
East the rate for sugarcane land ranges from Es. 5 to Es. 8 per 
acre when the field has lain fallow in the previous year, while 
ptberwise tbc X’egorded rent is first deducted# In pargaaa 
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Bikandar][nir the same alteri^atiy© system is to be found, the rat© 
in the former ease ranging up to Es. 10-10-0, and in . the latter 
from Es. 4-'12"0 to Es. 8. In pargana Kharid the custom. varies 
in dxjBferent villages. Ordinarily, as in other parts of the district, 
the special rates have beeix fixed irrespective of a consideration 
for a previous fallo-w year, and vary from Es, 3 to Es, 7 ; but in. 
Maniar, Balupur, and a few other villages heshi , uhK consists in 
an addition to the recognised rent, -at a rate varying from Ee.,1 
to Es. 3. 

ISfo detailed records are available to show the actual area 
cultivated by the different castes. At the last revision of records 
such a return was prepared, but only for pargana Kharid. It is 
estimated, however, that Eajputs hold some 30 per cent., Brahmans 
23 per cent., Bhuinhars, Koeris, and Ahirs 10 per cent, each, 
while the remainder is tilled by > other castes. The territorial 
distribution has been dealt with in the preceding pages of this 
chapter^ The Eajpufjs, who are spread over the whole district, 
are strongest in Doaba and Lakhnesar, where more than half the 
soil is in their hands, and weakest in Ballia and Garha. Brah-^ 
mans also are found everywhere, the proportion being lowest in 
Doaba. Bhuinhars predominate in Garha, but have little hold 
in other parts of the district; and the Ahirs and Koeris have no 
special predominance in any singlepargana. The highcaste tenants 
seldom do the actual cultivation themselves, generally sub-letting 
their lands ; but they get less out of the soil, whether they sub Jlet 
it or cultivate it themselves or employ hired labour, than do the 
Koeris and Kuxnais. 

The lightness of the revenue demand, and still more the low 
average of the rental, combined with a comparative immunity 
from famines and other seasonal calamities, tend to render the 
condition of both proprietors and tenants in Ballia far more 
desirable than is the case in less fortunately situated tracts. 
None the less, a light assessment ha»s never proved a bar to 
^trOTaganoe and mismanagement, and there is no reason for 
believing that indebtedness is less common than in the temporarily 
settled ^acts. The Eajputs and Brahmans of Ba/lHa follow the 
imiversalTule t^f their -castes in spending on marriages, -f unseals 
^nd .other ceremonies .sums which -are far bevnnd thmr 
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and as they benefit from the permanent settlement to a larger 
extent than others, it follows that the rest of the population are 
little better off than elsewhere. The agricultural community are, 
however, in a generally satisfactory condition, and have profited 
much by the rise in prices. Sales are not frequent, and when they 
occur, the land is usually purchased by more prosperous, and 
careful members of the same community. The money-lending 
classes have made some headway of late, but in many instances 
they are represented by the high caste zamindars. The labour- 
ing castes too have materially improved their standard of comfort 
since the formation of the district, and large sums are annually 
remitted to Ballia by those who have left their homes temporarily 
to seek service elsewhere. 




CHAPTER IV. 


Administbation and Revenue. 

Tho district is in the charge of a Magistrate and Collector 
who is subject to the control of the Commissioner of Benares. 
The sanctioned magisterial and revenue staff consists of three 
deputy magistrates and collectors with first-class powers^ one 
with powers of tho second class, and the three tahsildars, eacjh of 
whom exercises criminal and revenue poAvers of the third and 
second classes respectively. At the present time there are five 
honorary magistrates, of whom Babu Bisheswar Kunwar of 
Pahatwar has third-class powers within tho limits of the Bansdih 
police circle, Babu Pad am Deo Karayan Singh of Bairia has 
similar powers in Bairia and Rcoti, Babu Ram Parkash Singh 
in ihana K^agra, Babu Eajendra Partab Narayan Singh mthana 
Haldi, and Maulvi Abul Baka in the Sikandarpur circle. For 
the purposes of civil jurisdiction the district is included in the 
judgeship of Ghazipur, subordinate to whom are the munsifs of 
Ballia and Easra, between W'hom the area is divided, with tho 
exception of pargana Garha, W’hich is administered by the miinsif 
of Muhammadabad in Ghazipur. The circle of the Ballia munsif 
comprises the parganas of Ballia, Doaba and Kharid; and that 
of Easra the rest of the district, excluding Garha. There are also 
two honorary munsifs : Babu Gobincl Prasad Narayan Singh for 
Kharid and Sheikh Abdul Ahad of Pharsa tar for Sikandarpur 
West and Bhadaon. The experiment of village munsifs has not yet 
been attempted. Criminal appeals and sessions Avork are entrusted 
to the judge of Ghazipur. The remaining official staff consists 
of the superintendent of police, the civil surgeon and an assistant 
surgeon in charge of tfie Ballia dispensary, the district surveyor, 
an assistant opium agent, the postmaster and the headmaster of 
the high school. 

As at present constituted, Ballia is divided into three lahsils 
and ten parganas. The latter are of little use for practical 
purposes, and as in Gorakhpur and Basti, they have in some 
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instanoes been divided betvsreen different tabsxls, in order to 
secure a more convenient arrangement of administrative sub- 
divisions. The Ballia tabsil comprises the four parganas„ of 
Ballia^ Doaba^ Kopachit Eastland Garha. The Basra tahsil also 
has four parganas, Lakhnesar, Kopachit West^ Sikandarpur West 
and Bhadaon; and the Bansdih tahsil includes Kharid and 
Sikandarpur East. Some of the parganas are subdivided into 
tappers or into taluqaa or into both. These are usually held 
jointly by large Bajput communities ; and as* late as the perma- 
nent settlement the entire pargana of Lakhnesar formed a single 
nmJialn 

Ballia is one of the youngest of the districts of the United 
Provinces, as it did not enter upon a separate existence till 1879. 
When the Na'wab Wazir of Oudh made a formal cession of the 
sovereignty of the Province of Benares to the East India Com- 
pany in 1775, the tract was included in the zaTnindari of the 
Benares Baja and remained in his actual possession till 1794, 
when Baja Mahip Narayan Singh surrendered the control to the 
Governor-General by the agreement of the 27th of October of 
that year. In 1818 the present pargana of Doaba, which had 
hitherto been a part of Bihia in Shahabad, was transferred td 
the revenue subdivision of Ghazipur, and shortly afterwards the 
latter was separated from Benares and became an independent 
district. It comprised not only the existing district of that 
name, but also the whole of Ballia, In 1832 a redistribution df 
territory occurred, and pargana Sikandarpur, and probably 
Bhadaon, was assigned to Azamgarh; and again in 1837 portions 
of Kopachit and Kharid were assigned to the same district. ’FJojj 
some time no further changes took place, and the Ballia tahsil, 
comprising the Ballia, Doaba and Kharid parganas, formed a 
subdivision of Gha 2 apur under a covenanted assistant posted at 
Ballia. On the 1st of Kovember 1879, however, the district of 
Ballia was created by adding to the old subdivision the parganaj® 
of Lakhnesar and Kopachit from the Rarsra tahsil, and those of 
Bhadaon and Sikandarpur from the Kagra tahsil of AaamgaiA:. 
These parganas were constituted a new tahsil with headquarters 
Basra. The Zahurabad pargana was retained in Ghazipor and 
attached to^ tha Korantadih tahsil; while pac^ana Kathupwr^, 
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hitherto belonging to the now extinct Nagra tahsil^ was added to 
Sagri in the Azamgarh district. On the 10th of April 1882 a 
th%d tahsil, known as Bausdih, was formed out of pargana 
Kharid and 225 villages of Sikandarpur, to which was given the 
name of Sikandarpnr East. At the same time 212 villages of 
Kopachit were transferred to Ballia and made into the new 
pargana of Kopachit East. On the 1st* of April 1883 a farther 
addition was made by uniting tap.pa Phaka of pargana Zahxir- 
abad; comprising some 30 square miles, with Sikandarpnr Vest; 
and on the I8th of November 1884 thirteen villages of Lakhnesar, 
lying on the right bank of the Sarju, and surrounded by villages * 
of Ghazipur, were given back to that district. The last import-^ 
ant change took place on the 8th of March 1892, when the 168 
villages of pargana Garha, together with Sarai Kota of Muham- 
madabad, were made over to Ballia and included in the Ballia 
tahsil. This transfer was supplemented in July of the same 
year by extending the boundary of Garha so as to include the 
large village of Narainpur and two others. Subsequent alterations 
of the boundary have been effected in another direction as the 
result of the erratic action of the great rivers. Thus on the 9th 
of June 1892 the village of Diara Khawaspur was transferred 
from Shahabad in Bengal to Ballia as the Ganges had left it on 
the left bank ; and on the 9th of January 1896 a still larger area, 
including the four villages of Bijaura, Sital Patti, Sheopur and 
Belsipah, was similarly made over to BaEia from Shahabad. 
Various other exchanges were made in 1906; but they are of 
little importance, as they seldom affect the population, since the 
inhabitants of a diluviated site generally retire inland and do 
not cross the river. 

Tn the presence of these numerous and extensive changes it I^isoal 
is far from easy to give a connected and concise account of the 
'fiscal history of the district ; but the task is greatly simplified by 
the fact that almost the entire area is permanently settled. Pro^ 
perly speaking, the account of the fiscal history begins with the 
assumption of the control of the province by the British Govern- 
ment in 1775, though the actual administration did not commence 
till 1794, the date of the agreement with Raja Mahip Naraym 
Singh of Benares* As a matter of fact, one portion oi Ao 
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district had already come into the possession of the British, far 
in 1766 Bihar was made over to the East India Company 
together with Bengal and Orissa, and this province included 
pargana Doaba, which remained in the districts of Shahabad and 
Saran till 1818. In these early days the old native system was 
maintained, whereby annual settlements were made by theamils or 
revenue collectors in each pargana. The amount to be paid by 
these officials was fixed beforehand by competition, and then the 
awls proceeded to raise as much as they could collect by 
agreement with the mmmdars, or, in the event of their recu- 
sancy, with the cultivators themselves. Sometimes, too, the settle- 
ment was made with an outsider, should the zccmindar refuse to 
engage ; but this practice was avoided as far as possible, as the 
old proprietors were the most natural and convenient agents for 
collecting. The arrangement was no more satisfactory in Bena- 
res than in other provinces, the chief reason being that it was 
impossible to place an adequate check on extortion or to safe-' 
guard in any way the interests of the agricultural community. 
No real alteration of policy was, however, a^l opted tiU the days 
of Mr. Jonathan Duncan, who was appointed Resident of 
Benares in 1787. He at once directed his attention towards 
securing an improved condition of affairs, as the province was 
dn a most unsatisfactory condition and large areas of hitherto 
fertile land had become waste on account of famine and the 
general mismanagement. His first step was to abolish competi- 
tion between amils and to introduce a regular settlement based 
on the ascertained collections of previous years. In order to 
prevent further exactions, all additional cesses were prohibited, 
and it was laid down that in no case should the rates of 1779* be 
exceeded. The amils were still retained, but in 1788 their 
leases were given for a periad of five years on the condition that 
they should make subsettlements with the mmindars on the 
same estimates of assessment as those on which their own settle- 
ments were calculated. 

The next great step was that of imitating the scheme of a per- 
manent settlement devised for Bihar and the greater part of lower 
Bengal, The measure was not attempted hastily, as it involved 
0 uch an important departure from the existing principles, and 
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while it was admittedly an exj^eriment on the part of the admi- 
nistration^ its import was neither -anderstGod nor appreciated by 
the persons more immediately concerned. The demand assessed 
in 1789 was at first sanctioned for four years^ then for ten, then 
for the life of the persons engaging, and finally under JJegulation 
II of 1796, it was declared permanent for ever. As already 
mentioned in the preceding chapter, this permanence involved 
a recognition of proprietaiy right in perpetuity — an idea which 
was altogether now to the landowners, who in many cases refused 
to engage, failing to appreciate the benefits that would thus 
accrue to them. In such cases the land was given in farm on a 
temporary settlement to others, and this system of farming w^as 
not finally abandoned till 1840. The general rules guiding the 
procedure laid down that leases, specifying the demand and 
other conditions, should be given to ihe zami^Klars^; but this could 
not be carried out in its- entirety owing to the absence of any regis- 
ter of proprietary holdings and of the various papers which are 
now generally known as a record of rights. In actual practice 
the leases were given to certain persons who came forward and 
undertook the engagements, and who were afterwards known as 
lambardars; but these did not by any means include all the inter- 
ested parties, for it was recognised that the proprietary right was 
vested in the whole body oi mmindars Mid pattidars. This^ 
recognition afterwards resulted in the separation of local areas 
and the subdivision of joint villages, and in the absence of any 
authoritative record the process usually proved extremely diffi- 
cult.^ Numberless disputes took place, not unfrequently attended 
with violence, for the distribution of the proprietary interest on 
the basis of actual possession turned out to. be a very different 
matter from a division into shares according to a genealogical 
tree. The case of pargana Lalihnesar has been already mentioned 
in dealing with the land tenures of the district. Here the rules 
of assessment proved impossible to follow, and consequently the 
' revenue fixed in the lump by Eaja Balwant Singh was allowed 
to continue unaltered, and for nearly a century no attempt was 
made to define the limits -of the interests hold by the innumerable 
co-sharers. The settlement of pargana Kopachit was made by 
Mr. Treves, the junior assistant at Benares, and that of Eallia^ 
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Gwha, Kharid and Sikandarpur by the amih, whose work waa 
supervised by Mr. Duncan himseM. Pargana Doaba was not 
settled till 1798, the assessment being at first for ten years and 
then for ever. The Bihar officials engaged in this work conducted 
their op6re,tions under somewhat different rules from those laid 
down by Mr, Duncan. Apparently the idea was that any attempt 
at enhancement should be discouraged, and among other condi- 
tions it was laid down that where a fixed demand had been in 
force it should not be altered. The result is to be seen in a most 
inadequate revenue demand, a notorious example being afforded 
by taluqa Singahi, where the old customary assessmmt of one 
gold mohar per mauza, or Bs. 804 for the whole estate, was 
allowed to continue, whereas a hundred years later the renlroU 
was nearly Es. 50,000, the incidence of the revenue being less than 
seven pies per acre of cultivation. 

The revenue as assessed at the permanent settlement is shown 
in the appendix, where a table gives the details for each pargana.=^ 

The total for the present district was Es. 5,74,212, and this sum 
has remained unaltered, so far as the actual lands concerned are 
involved. Considerable additions have been made subsequently, 
but these are not due in any way to an enhancement of the original 
demand, but have th§ir prigin in the resumption of revenue- 
free grants, to the settlem^ut of nawlj^-formed alluvial areas, and 
to the trausfer of lands froro Bengal owing to the action of the 
Ghagra and Ganges. It should be noted also that where the 
proprietors refused to engage and their lands were given in farm 
a fl-esh assessment, generally resulting in an increased demand 
was. made with the zamindars at the time of the revision of 
records in 1840. Details of the changes will be given later in the 
aoc omits of th,6 VQirious potigaBas^ 

The chief objection to the permanent settlement lay in the 
fact that it was not sufficiently complete. jSTumerous difficulties 
occurred in actual practice, for which no provision had been 
made, and which led in a short time to serious trouble. The 
%8t of the omissions was the absence, of any survey and the 
definition of boundaries. Numberless disputes arose between the 
owners of the, various on. t he question of possession, and. 

Apjpendix, Tabb ~ 
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also from the want of correspondence between actual possession 
and the extent of shares as theoretically determined by ancestral 
right. Many other quarrels, too, sprang up in consequence of 
taking engagements from the lamhardars ; folr it was soon 
acknowledged that the latter did not fully represent the proprietary 
interest, while their status undoubtedly gave them aii unfair 
advantage. Before the permanent settlement it was generally 
the case that all members of the clan were in some sense zamin^ 
dafSj the best instance of this being found in pargana Lakhnesar, 
where the state of affairs still corresponds With that prevailing 
in the hill districts of Kumaun, and the words Sengar and zamin^ 
dar are synonymous. In ofeher eases the leading families appro- 
priated the zamindari right, and the weaker members of the 
clan were reduced to the position of mere tenants of their sir hold- 
ings. JN"o attempt to deal with this problem had been made at 
the permanent settlement, and consequently much of the injustice 
done was irremediable. Further trouble was caused in many 
instances by the rigid system of collection. When a proprietor 
or a community fell into arrears recourse was readily had to 
sale; and thus on account of temporary balances the land 
was alienated in perpetuity. The mischief done by adhering 
to this system was very great, for it was long before Govern- 
ment recognised the inexpediency of ejecting the old owners 
of the soil. This truth was brought home to the authorities 
in an unpleasant manner by the results of these sales, for the 
auction-purchaser was in many cases unable to obtain possession, 
while almost invariably any attempt to enforce it Was accom- 
panied by rioting and violence. An endeavour Was made experi- 
mentally to remedy these defects in Eegulation VIII of 1800, 
whereby a register was to be prepared showing the name of each 
estate, the proprietors, the villagers and shares held by each, the 
gross rental, and the details of measurement where already 
ascertainable. In practice this proved of little use, for the 
proprietors meant merely the lantbardars of the permanent settle- 
ment, and no records of areas and holdings were in existence. 
Under Regulation XII of 1817 the duties of patwaris were 
defined. They were directed to submit returns twice yearly, 
Showing the produce of each harvest, the tenants, and' the area's 
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held by them. Very few of these returns are now extant^ and 
indeed the only old records comprise a list of revenue-free tenures’ 
of 1219 Fasli and the mutation register of 1850. The latter 
showed all the changes that had occurred since the permanent 
settlement, embodying all corrections made in previous years, but 
it was open to the same defect in that the tamhar^aTS alone wero 
recorded as proprietors. It was not till 1840 that Kegulation VII 
of 1822 and Regulation IX of 1833 were applied toGhazipur and 
a complete record of rights prepared. This was j)receded by a- 
professional survey, which supplied standard village maps of 
great excellence and rendered it possible to put an end to the 
numerous boundary disputes. The work of revision in the Ghazipur 
parganas was carried cm by Mr. C. Raikes in 1840 and the 
following year. Sikandarpur and Bhadaon were then in Azam- 
garh, and had already been dealt with in 1 837 by Mr. (afterwards- 
Sir R.) Montgomery. A further revision was made in those two 
parganas in 1847 by Mr. J.- Wedderbttrn, together with a 
readjustment of settlement in some alluvial lands. The record 
of rights comprised the /c^icc-sra, which gave for every field 
a number, the detail of length and breadth, the area calculated 
by multiplying the average length and breadth, the name of 
the cultivator and the crop; the hhatiavmi, arranging the 
various holdings by pattis and tenures ; the Ichewat or record 
of proprietary shares, and the giving a brief account 

of the fiscal history and village customs. The records were fairly 
accurate, except in the case of pargana Lakhnesar, where they 
proved practically useless. They were, however, in many respects 
incomplete, as rent-free holdings were either entered wrongly or 
not shown at all, air lands were seldom recorded as such, few 
shiJemi holdings were registered, and ganwadh tenures were 
incorporated in those of occupancy tenants. Another disadvant- 
age was the inaccuracy resulting from so rough a system of obtain- 
ing areas, and much of the undoubted advantage derived from 
the work was rendered of no avail by the failure to maintain 
the record carefully in after years. 

g-ahse- In I860 the collector of Ghazipur attempted to bring the 

quent ... T t 1 « 4 ^ . 

Village papers Up to date through the agency of impatwaris^ bnt 
"little good was effected in this way. A partial revision was 



AdminiBlration and Revenue, 


117 


undertaken between 1866 and 1868 by Rai Baldeo Bakhsh^ deputy 
collector ; but tHs only dealt with 430 villages of the present dis- 
trict, and suffered from the defect of not being authoritative, as 
it was carried out on behalf of those zavfiiThdaTS who agreed to pay 
the cost. At the same time the preparation of the village papers 
for pargana Lakhnesar was undertaken under the order of Govern- 
ment by Munshi Debi Prasad, then tahsildar of Easra. This 
proved a very onerous task, but was completed with fair success, 
although subsequent examination exposed numerous errors. 

Eventually it was ^found necessary to resort to a regular 
revision for the whole of the Ghazipur district, and the parganas 
now included in Ballia were brought under settlement in July 
1880. The whole of the work was carried out by the collector, 
Mr. D. T. Roberts, assisted by two deputy collectors. The revision 
was preceded by a cadastral survey, which was completed in 
1882-83. As the maps were received the task of comj)iling the 
record was commenced, this record including the same papers as 
that of 1840, while at the same time a distribution of the revenue 
was effected in each mauza. The undertaking proved both 
arduous and costly, as the settlement was not closed till 1885. 
This was rendered unavoidable by reason of the minute subdi- 
vision prevailing and the small size of the fields, while in 
Lakhnesar and Kharid the incorrectness of the former records 
constituted a great difficulty, and throughout the district -there 
was an immense amount of litigation to be disposed of. For 
a detailed account of the proceedings reference must be made 
to Mr. Roberts^ exhaustive report on the revision. The parganas 
of Bhadaon and Sikandarpur had been dealt with while still 
included in the Azamgarh district. The survey took place 
between 1874 and 1877, and the revision was entrusted to Mr. J. 
Vaughan, under the supervision of Mr. J. R. Reid, then settle- 
ment officer of Azamgarh. The report on the revision, which was 
submitted in 1880, was embodied in that of the Azamgarh settle- 
ment, though the parganas had in the meantime been transferred 
to Ballia. 

In revising the records no alteration was, of course, made 
the revenue as fixed at the permanent settlement, but at the same' 
time a considerable increase wus obtained in the total demand 
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as tbe result of assessment in the temporarily-settled tracts which 
had been added to the district by the action of the great rivers, 
and also by that of lapsed revenue-free holdings of former days. 
At the same time it was found possible to estimate in some degree 
the revenue that might have been obtained had the district remained 
under a temporary system of assessment. It was found that in 
the Ghazipur portion of this district the actual demand represented 
only 31 per cent, of the net assets, a full revenue at 50 per cent, 
yielding some Rs, 2,62,000 more than that of the permanent settle- 
ment, while in the Azamgarh parganas an additional Rs. 1,60,000 
would have been obtained. Since that time both rents and the 
value of produce have risen greatly, so that at the present day it 
may safely be estimated that the annual benefit to the mmindarSj 
and in a considerable manner to the tenants also, amounts to at 
least five and a half lakhs. It should be noted, however, that 
this calculation is for practical purposes useless, as the assets in 
a permanently-settled district fall very short of the amount that 
would be realized in so fertile a tract as Ballia were a temporary 
settlement in force ; and Mr. lioberts estimated from the known 
capacities of the district that if rents were raised here to the 
average of rents for similar land in other parts of the provinces 
and assessment made on that corrected rental, the revenue would 
be at least double the present demand. On the other hand it 
must be admitted that the permanent assessment was far from 
unduly lenient at the time that it was introduced. In fact, for 
many years the revenue was collected with much difficulty, as 
the country had long suffered from bad administration and 
internal feuds. Perhaps the most serious defect in the permanent 
settlement was its inequality. Some idea of this can be obtained 
from an examination of the incidence of the revenue in the various 
parganas, as shown in the appendix.* But the most glaring 
instances do not there appear, as they are confined as a rule to 
single villages, and the only pargana in which the general 
revenue-rate is unduly low, as compared with that of the district 
as -a whole, is Lakhnesar, in which the obstinate and combined' 
resistance of the Sengar community obtained for them a rate which' 
does not now exceed eight annas per higha of cultivation. 


♦ Appenclix, Table X, 
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The B&ruxQ table shows the revenue collecr-ecl in 1905, 
calls for some explanaLion as to ihc dilforence between the various 
l^fu-gaiia totals in that year and those of the last year of revision 
as given in the preceding tabular slatemenl. * ilie deciease is 
partly due to the acquisition of land by Government, as in i-ho 
case of the new civil station at IJallia, or for railwa-y purposes, 
the latter aggregating 3,031 acres on the various sections, for 
which a price of Ks. 4.G5,000 ^\'as paid. The chief factor in the 
fluctuations, however, is the continual change in the allu\ial 
r/i'iJuilfr along the Ghagra and Ganges, the fiscal history of u'hich 
is Loth lengthy and complicated. 

The position differs considerably in the case of the two 
rivers, as is evident from the account of the gh eii in 

Chapter [. In the Ghagra 'nuthals the entire coiiLour of the 
couiicry is apt to be chtmged atter C'ach armnal iloofl: while in 
those along the Ganges ihe alterations are gradual, the ]‘i\er 
slowly eroding the land or throwing up a fresh deposit season 
after season. The Ghagra also frequently forms islands, which 
are treated as Government properly, though the only exorcise of 
propiietary right consists in the choice of the persons with whom 
a settlement is to be made. These islands, however, in tho 
course of lime hc^-ome attached to iho mainland, and cither go to 
Bengal or fill up the riic of some diluviated village in Ballia— an 
event uhich invariably gives rise to a lively dispute. The case 
may be com])ared to that of a map drawn at random upon a 
slate. Wipe the slate clean and redraw a fresh map : the result 
will be ti at tho same area is occupied but in a to [ally different 
manner. Not a feature of the old map remains, and tho question 
is how to identify the boundaries of tho old mnltals. There 
could be no more fenile ground for litigation, and indeed there 
is not a diarOi in the di^jirict which has not Iieen the subject of 
dispute in the criminal, civil or revenue courts, or in all three. 
Sometimes, no doubt, the matter is simplified by the fact 
that where adjoining maJvols belong to a ia.hccjft which has 
a Asdde river frontage, or 'where the same landowner o\\ijs estates 
on both sides of the river; but it is far more usual for a dispute 
to arise between tho on the same or opjio^ire banks, 


Alluvial 

•mahats 


Ghagra 

vitihals. 


* Applet X, TiihU-lX. 



120 


WdU'kt District. 


Gojigea 

fJtahals. 


and when an opportunity for a quarrel occurs^ su3h practised 
hands at litigation as the riverside landowners never fail to take 
advantage of it. These cases are naturally most diflScult to 
decide, for the verdict must of necessity be based mainly on 
guess wcrk ; while it is often doubtful whether the land should 
be treated as an accretion or as a reformation, and these difficul- 
ties, added to those arising from imperfectly or corruptly pre- 
pared maps, and from decisions given by courts without special 
knowledge of surveying, make no end to the complications which 
a suit concerning diara lands may x>resBnt. The law is still 
that laid down in Eegulation XI of 1825, which pro^^ides for tho 
maintenance of established local usage, and failing this declares 
that land gained by gradual accretion belongs to the person to 
whose land it is annexed. Where, however, the change is sudden, 
it remains the property of the original owner if still recognisable ; 
Avhile islands accrue to Government, or if the channel is ford- 
able at any season, the island constitutes an increment on the 
fordable side. Ttie law is good enough so long as the island 
remains an island ; but this is never the case, and Mr. Roberts 
held that the only solution was to treat all accretions as islands 
under the law. As regards local custom, the deep-stream rule 
prevails, except in the case of sudden change : in Do aba there is & 
peculiar rule, but this only affects the lands along the Ganges 
confronting pargana Bihia in the Bhahabad district. The Ghagra 
alluvial mahals are 17 1 in number, including five in Sikandarpur 
East, eleven in Kbarid and one ihDoaba. In these the ordinary 
rules are in force, the settlement being revised quinquenniallj ; the 
present revision being the fifth that has taken place since 1882. 
They are, of course, settled but temporarily, and no record is 
maintained of the permanent alluvial mahals. There is, however, 
a list of the villages bordering on the river, and in these the 
revenue is suspended in whole or in part when erosion renders 
such a step necessary, At the present time this measure has been 
taken in one village of Sikandarpur West and seven of Kharid; 
these mahals are subject to inspection and revision every year^ 
In the case of the alluvial lands along the Ganges, the same 
procedure is followed ordinarily. There are two temporarily- 
settled mahals in pargana Ballia^ four in Doaba^ and four in 
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tSarha.; whichi are treated like those bordering the'Ghagra. At the 
last revision the total revenue demand for all these mahals \ras 
Es. 32;286 and that of the previous revision Es. 30;208. Suspen- 
sion of revenue has been allowed in 38 mahals of Balliain which 
erosion has occurred, and these are inspected yearly. Elsewhere 
a special system is in force, which requires some explanation. 
It has been shown that the Ganges affects a vastly greater area 
and far more valuable land than the northern river, «and that the 
changes are comparatively gradual. The deep stream rule every- 
where prevails, and consequently land diluviated on this side 
liind reformed in Shahabad is settled in the latter district. 
Where both banks belong to the Dumraon estate, the resultant 
difficulty is but small and merely concerns tenant right; but in 
other cases endless disputes -and riots have occurred. The course 
of events is almost always the same, whether tenants or proprietors 
are directly concerned : the new land is claimed by two parties, 
an affray ensues, the magistrate intervenes and fixes a provi- 
sional boundary, and then the disputants enter on a protracted 
course of- litigation in the civil courts. This briefly is the 
history of -all thediaras in pargana Ballia for the last centujy 
and more. But in Doaha the case is different. That pargana was 
-once merely a part -of Bihia in Shahabad, and for that reason 
the deep stream rule has been ignored. The proprietary right is 
determined by reference to the village site and not to the river 
channel. If a village be diluviated and the site emerges after 
a time on the opposite bank, the village is demarcated afresh 
on that bank. Thus there can be no unappropriated river bed, 
for all the land belongs to some village or another, and therefore 
there can be no alluvial increment to a village hounded on all 
sides by other villages. As the Ganges was not the boundary of 
Bihia, so neither was it the boundary of those villages which 
might emerge on one side or the other. This rule could not 
apply of course to villages facing pargana Arrah, and there the 
deep-stream system was adopted : the only difficulty occurred 
at the trijunction of Bihia, Arrah and Doaha, where the two 
methods clashed. The problem has been solved effectually, so 
far as fiscal matters are concerned, by a special agreement 
made with the Dumraon estate, which embraces practically all 
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the disputable area^ by which the pemaueixt revenue demand 
remains unchanged for ever, and the question of alluvion and 
diluvion thus becomes of no import. This agreement applies 
in all cases where the land on both sides belongs to Dumraon, in 
p^rgana Ballia as w'ell as in Do aba ; it is of course of no effect 
where the proprietary right is divided, and for the history of the 
innumerable disputes in these villages reference can only be made 
to the exhaustive account given in Mr. Eoberts^ report* 

The revenue demand as shown in the appendix is the gross 
amount assessed on the land, and is somewhat greater than the 
actual sum received by Government, The difference consists in 
the revenue assigned to the proprietors of the two jagirs^ of 
which some account has been given in the preceding chapter. 
The Eantu Babu jagi/r has an area, of 10,988 acres and that of 
Sonwani 9,962 acres. In addition to these there are two small 
revenue-free estates, kuown as Budha Muafi in Sikandarpur East, 
242 acres in extent; and Bhatwalia,a village of 62 acres, in Doaba* 
The former is an old Musalman holding, which was confirmed in 
1836 ; the origin of the latter is unknown, but the grant was first 
made to Bhats, whose descendants still own the village. It 
appears to have escaped resumption in 1840 on the ground that it, 
was originally in Bihar, where only those estates which exceeded 
one hundred biglias in area were resumed. In the rest of the district 
all the lands of more than fifty bighas formed the subject 

of inqjiiry at the- revision of records, and with the exceptions noted 
above were regularly assessed to revenue.' The large village of 
Chand Diara, which formerly belonged to Saran and was trans- 
ferred to this province in 1841, had originally been revenue-free, 
but was resumed and assessed in 1838 while still in Bihar, 

The cesses paid in addition to the land revenue are the same 
as those levied throughout the permanently-settled area of the' 
Benares division. The paiwari rate of two per centj on the 
annual value of each estate obtained the force of law in 1889,- and 
the assessment was made for 15 years ; but in 1906 the cess was? 
abolished throughout the provinces, the^ relief thus afforded, 
amounting to Es, 60,816, the sum- due in the previous' year, 
'the existing cesses now include the acreage rate, the commuted 
^ct^gir cess ancT the road cessj of which only the first is credited 
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to provincial funds. This acreage cess was first levied under 
Act XVIII of 1871, which was afterwards replaced by Act 
III of 1878, in order to defray the expenditure incurred or 
likely to be incurred for the relief and prevention of famine. The 
Act permitted the reservation of a portion for local purposes 
tending to promote the welfare of the district. The rate is 
assessed at two anuas per acre of cultivation, the amount being 
determined for ten years. The last revision was in 1905, and 
the results of this are to be seen in the appendix, the total 
demand for the district being Es. 93,337,'^ The two per cent, 
famine rate of the temporarily-settled district here took the form 
of an addition to the acreage cess to the extent of six pies per 
acre, but this was abolished in 1905. Of the total income from 
the acreage rate 20 per cent, has been hitherto credited to the 
district board and the remainder to provincial funds. 

The other cesses are purely local. The road cess is levied at Other 
the rate of one per cent, on the revenue, and amounts to Es. 6,816 
from the whole district. This due is of great antiquity, as the 
maintenance of the roads has for centuries been considered the 
duty of those who engaged for the payment of the demand owing 
to the state. The idea of taking a fixed sum from the mmindars 
for the purpose appears to have originated with the collector of 
Jaunpur in 1797, though the introduction of the cess does not 
appear to have been general. It is possible that it was collected 
for a few years, but it seems that it dropped out ^f use and was 
not regularly introduced in this district till 1841. Another duty 
of the zamindars was to provide village watchmen, and for the 
mainteuance of these officials it was the universal custom to make 
grants of rent-free land. The right of Government to resume the 
revenue of such land in consideration of relieving the proprietors 
of this duty was declared in Eegulation I of 1793 ; and at the 
same time it was stipulated that such resumed revenue should be 
appropriated to no other purpose but that of defraying the expense 
of the police. Collectors were instructed not to add the produce 
of such lands to the regular revenue, but to credit the amount 
thus obtained to a separate fund. No register was, ho^yever, 
drawn up to show what lands were thus resumed, nor was there 
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any regular rule as to wliat extent of land a village chauhidar 
might claim forTiis support. At the revisronof records in 1840 
tlie lands found in their possession v/ere entered as the jagirs of 
the goraits or watchmen : there was a general instruction to pro- 
cure^ if possible, five highas of land for each gorait; but in actual 
practice the average was much less than this, and the provision 
of jctgirSj as well as their restoration when the gorciiis were dis- 
possessed, proved a source of constant trouble. In 1871 the 
goraits were converted into village chaiihidars in receipt of a 
monthly cash wage from Government, and the jagirs were con- 
sequently resumed and settled with the zarfiindars, or occasionally 
with ganwadhdars or under-proprietors. The amounts assessed 
on these lands are treated as a local cess and not added to the land 
revenue, the total for the whole district being Es. 10,367. This 
sum is only liable to alteration in the case of the transfer of a 
village from one district to another; so that it is merely possible for 
the total to be decreased, the reason being that if a village is trans 
f erred from Pallia to Bengal the^'a^ir oess will be abolished as not 
in force in that 'province, while if the same village at any time 
reappears on this side of the river, the cess cannot be imposed afresh. 
Such cases are no doubt rare and only concern small amounts. 

Under existing arrangements the district is divided for the 
purposes of police administration into twelve circles, the origi- 
nal number having been increased by one on account of the trans- 
fer of pargana Garha from Ghazipur in 1892, These circles have 
an average area of 104 square miles, with a population of 82,314 
persona apiece. Six of the stations are of the first class, being 
located at Ballia, Bairia, Bansdih, Sikandarpur, Basra and Garwar ; 
three are of the second class at Reoti, Nagra and Korantadih; and 
the remainder of the third class, at Haldi, Ubhaon and Haldhar- 
pur. In addition to these, there were formerly six outposts at 
Phephna, Sahatwar, Maniar, Chandpur, Barauli and Tola Siwan 
Eaij but all of these have been abolished with the exception of 
the first and last, while a third has been instituted at Karhi. 
This distribution will be modified to some extent under the new 
scheme of reallocation, through the matter is still uuder discussion. 

The police force is in the charge of the superintendent, who 
is assisted by one circle inspector. In 1906 it comprised 3. 
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eub-ifispeotoa’S; 44 bead constables and 274 men^ their distribution 
in 1906 being shown in the appendix.^ These figures include the 
armed police, numbering one sub-inspector, 13 head constables, 
and 94 men, and also the civil reserve of five sub-inspectors, 16 
bead constables and 40 men, located at the police headquarters in 
Ballia. They are maintained from provincial revenues at an 
annual cost of Es. 46,072. Besides this regular force there is the 
Ballia municipal police, a body of 23 men, who will be replaced 
as soon as possible by provincial police, with an increase o-f three 
constables in reserve. The Act XX towns have their OAvn watch 
and ward in the shape of 96 men of all grales maintained from 
town funds at an annual cost of Rs. 6,228. The rural police or 
village chaukidars number 1,339, and the road police, who patrol 
the metalled roads from Ballia to Basra and Ghazipur, 12 men in 
all. They are now universally paid in cash from the incorporated 
local funds, the annual expenditure under this head being 
Es. 50,076. Up to 1871 the village chaukidars were known as 
goraitSy and their remuneration consisted in a rent-free grant of 
land made by the zawindars, the subsequent development of this 
system has been already mentioned in dealing with the subject 
of cesses. 

Statistics given in the appendix afford some idea of the con- 
dition of the district from the point of view of criminal aclminis- 
tration.f The returns show that on the whole crime is light, and 
for the most part is of the same stamp as is usually to be found 
in purely agricultural tracts. The most remarkable feature is 
the prevalence of agrarian riots. This is not only due to the 
tiuusually large number of Rajputs among the population, but 
may chiefly be attributed to the frequent changes resulting from 
alluvion and diluvion on the banks of the Ganges and Ghagra, 
As already stated in treating of the topography of those tracts, the 
alterations in the course of the rivers’ channels are a fruitful source 
bf dispute, and in the majority of cases the quarrel is decided 
by violent measures. Added to this, the turbulent character of 
the landowning classes in conjunction with their notorious prone- 
ness to litigation, not uncommonly leads the party which has 
been worsted in the law courts to support its supposed rights by 
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an appeal to the lathi. Apart from this^ the bulk of the reported 
crime consists iu petty thefts and burglaries. Eobbery and dacoity 
are not uncommon, but the offences under these heads are seldom 
of a serious nature. In some parts of the district cattle-theft is 
more or less prevalent, and at times outbreaks of cattle-poisoning 
have occurred. The annual average number of convictions is, 
however, far from unduly large, especially if it be borne in mind 
that the criminal castes such as Bhars, Dusadhs and Chains form 
a considerable proportion of the population. The reason is that 
these people usually carry on their illegal operations in the pro- 
vince of Bengal, where their chances of detection and arrest are 
smaller than in their own country. Eesidents of Ballia are also 
responsible for a good deal of the crime that takes place on the 
greater waterways of the lower provinces and Assam. 

There can be no doubt that in former clays the practice of 
infanticide was very prevalent in Ballia. This was a natural 
result of the composition of the population, including so large a 
proportion of Eajputs and other castes which were of old addicted 
to the crime. As a result of a census of 1872 the population of 
many villages became suspected of the practice, and consequently 
38 wore proclaimed under Act VIII of 1870. It was afterwards 
believed that this measure had been taken on insufficient grounds, 
the chief of these being the inaccuracy of the enumeration. At 
the following census these doubts were confirmed to a large 
extent, and in April 1883 all the villages save 12 were withdrawn 
from the list. The remainder continued under the operation of 
the Act for some years longer, although no strong cases of guilt 
was made out against them, save that the birth and death 
statistics in these villages were unsatisfactory and afforded reason 
to believe that female infants were at any rate neglected if not 
deliberately murdered. Eventually eleven were withdrawn, and 
the last remaining village was exempted in April 1897. No 
further steps have been taken under the Act, and it is now 
considered that the practice has altogether disappeared. 

When the district was first constituted there was no jail^ 
prisoners under trial being kept xii the malgistrate's lock-up, 
while convicted offenders were transferred in batches every 
week to Ghazipur* This prootidure conthaued till April T897, 



Ad'yyiinisiraUon and Revenue. 




when a subsidiary jail was established at Korantadih^ the then 
headquarters of the district. A year later its designation was 
changed to that of a fifth-class jail; and this was transferred to 
Eallia when that place once more became the capital in March 
1901. The building only contains accommodation for 38 pri- 
soners, and only short-term convicts are lodged here. No manu- 
factures of any kind are carried on^ as is the case with all 
prisons of this class. 

When Ballia first became a district it was wholly under the Excise,, 
distillery system, the liquor being supplied from Easra, M’here 
there was a Government distillery with three stills. Difficulties 
were soon experienced by reason of the geographical position and 
the fact that the illicit introduction of liquor from Bengal at lower 
rates could not be prevented. In September 1881 the outstill 
system was consequently introduced into the Ballia tahsil, which 
then comprised more than half the district ; and in the following 
year the entire tract was administered on the same principle. 

The result was an increase in the liquor revenue from Es. 25,703 
to Es. I,02j875; but subsequently the Easra distillery waSu 
reopened and the distillery system applied again to the Easra 
tahsil. To this was added pargana Garha on its transfer to Ballia 
in 1892, and no further change occurred till April 1906^ w^hen 
the outstiils were abolished and the whole district brought into 
the distillery area. In the meantime, however, the distillery at 
Easra had been closed in 1893, and its place taken by a bonded 
warehouse, the liquor being imported from Ghazipur, Jaunpux 
and Benares. Smuggling is now said to be rare, and oppor- 
tunities for the distillation of illicit liquor are few, owing in great 
measure to the absence of jungle. Under the former arrangement 
there were 22 shops for the sale of liquor in the distillery tract 
and 69 shops in the outstill area ; but the total number is now 
four wholesale and 70 retail shops in the whole district. The 
statistics of excise from 1890-91 onwards will be found in the 
appendix,"*^ For the first ten years the receipts from country 
liquor averaged Es. 39,200 annually, the seasonal fluctuations 
being comparatively small; while for the last five yeax's the 
average was no less than Es. 70,380 or nearly double the former 
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amount, while in 1905-06 the total was Es. 1,01,232. This- 
increasa is apparently due to enhanced competition for the- 
outstill shops, which- were let singly year by year, rather than, 
to a greater consumption of liq[uor.- The latter is-only ascertain- 
able for the distillery area, in which it averaged 1,713 gallon 
annually for the fifteen years, the largest amonnh being 2,622. 
gallons, in. the first year as compared with 2,092 gallons in the- 
last, when the receipts were nearly three times as great. 

Tha fermented liquors known as tar i and sendhi are very 
largely consumed fa this district, chiefly by the lower castes^ 
and especially Ehars, Chamars, Pasis and Kahars. The trees are 
found in abundance, the most common being the tar or j)almyra' 
palms fi’om which tan is obtained by tapping, though connois- 
seurs are said to. prefer sendh% which is derived from the khajibv 
or date palm. The right to collect and sell these liquoi-s is. 
leased to* contractors, each pargana- being put up to auction^ 
separately. This system was adopted when the district was first 
formed, and is in force at the present time, though from 1899 to^ 
1903 recourse was had to a shop-to-shop^ settlement, but tha 
experiment proved a failure owing to- the difficulty of securing 
small farmers in several parts. The income derived from this, 
source is cons-iderable. Prom 1891 tO'1900 it averaged Es. 7,884 
annually, while during the^ next five years the figure had risen ta. 
Bs, 11,445- 

The consumption of hemp drugs in various, forms is also' 
large. They are imported from the Benares warehouse, chiefly 
in the form of g^inja and bjiang^ though charas also is used and 
is growing in popularity. Since the increase in the duty on 
gan^cb the amount consumed has exhibited a. decline, but this has 
been compensated by larger sales of bhang. On an average the 
ganja sold in the district during the last five j^ears has amounted 
to 42 maunds annually, a figure which is exceeded, so far as 
this particular form of drug is concerned, in few parts of the 
provinces} and in the preceding decade from 1891 to 1900 the 
average was somewhat over 43 maunds. The corresponding 
figures for charas for the same period were 5‘67 and 4*15 
maunds respectively. There are 67 shops for the sale of these 
drugs, whi€^ purchased by Hindus of all grades, especially 
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those of the higher castes. The right of vend is farmed to a 
contraotor, who under the present system takes a lease for three 
years. The average receipts from 1891 to 1900 were Es. 15^587; 
while during the ensuing five years they rose to Es. 30^1 64^ the 
last triennial contract being for no less than Rs. 1,07;156. 

Ballia is not an opium-consuming district^ at any rate as Opium, 
regards the exciseable article^ for it is impossible to say to what 
extent the cultivators retain small quantities of the crude drug 
for their personal consumptio ,, The amount thus illegally 
secreted is probably not large^ for the growers are not as a rule 
addicted to its use^ and the small Musalman population obviates 
any extensive demand for illicit opium. Very little^ too, is 
smuggled into Bengal from this district, in spite of the high 
duty prevailing in that province. In former days a single con- 
tract for opium together with chandu and madak was given for 
the whole district, and there were only two shops, both situated 
in Ballia. The sale of chandu and madalc was abolished in 1890, 
but the old system was maintained as regards opium, the entire 
area being farmed to one contractor. There are now 17 shops 
in the district, but the amount sold annually is very small, though 
it exhibits a slight tendency to rise. For the ten years ending 
in 1900 the average was 3*6 maunds annually, the receipts for the 
same period being Rs. 1,226. During the last five years the 
amount of opium sold has averaged five maunds, while the income 
from this source has increased to Es. 1,873, the total in 1904-05 
being Es. 2,148. The latter figure gave an incidence of only 
Es. 22 per ten thousand of the population, a lower proportion 
than is to be found in almost any other district. The bulk of 
the receipts are derived from the sale of opium, the license fees 
fetching less than Es. 250 per annum. 

Stamp duties are collected under the Indian Stamp Act (II Stamps, 
of 1899), and the Court Pees Act (VII of 1870). A table given 
in the appendix shows the total receipts from stamps for each year 
since 1890-91, as well as details for Judicial and other stamps.* 

For the first ten years the average aggregate amount thus realised 
was Rs. 1,30,860 annually, those from court fee and copy stamps 
bringing in Es. 91,320 or nearly 70 per cent, of the whole. 
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During the last five years the total average has been Rs. 1;44,643^ 
towards which judicial stamps contributed Rs. 99;^066 the propor- 
tion remaining ajmost the same as formerly. On the whole^ there 
has-been but a* slight increase in the siamp income since tho 
original constitution of the district^ for in 1882 the amount^ 
obtained from this source was Es. 1,11;433. 

The registrar of the district is the civil judge of Gha/npur; 
subordinate to whom are the sub-registrars stationed at the three 
tahsil headquarters of Ballia^ Basra and Bansdih^ no change 
having occurred in the number or location of the oJBSces since* 
Ballia first became a sepai'ate districfe. Bor the last ten years' 
the receipts from registration have averaged Rs. 10,061 and the 
expenditure Es. 3;272. The heaviest work ia done at the Ballia 
office^ which is responsible for more than 58 per cent, of the 
receipts, while the least is derived from Easra^ the total for that 
tahsjl being little more than 16 per cent, of the whole. The 
aggregate amount is distinctly small as compared with that of 
other districts^ but at the same time there has been a satisfactory 
increase during the past 26 years. In 1880-81 the number of 
documents registered was 3,463^ the receipts being Rs, 6,684 ; 
while in lOOG-Ol the figure^ were 4,734 and Ea. 11,768 respect- 
ively. The total value of the property affected in the latter year' 
was Rs. 26,60,000, of which alnaoafe the whole represented real 
estate. 

When income-tax was first introduced in these provinces 
Ballia'Was included in the Ghazipur and Azamgarh districts, an(l 
conseqrxently no separate figures are available. After its aboli- 
tion its place was taken to some extent by the license tax levied 
under Act II of 1878, which yield some Es, 27,000 annually.* 
A regular income-tax was reintroduced under Act II of 1886, 
aend the sums realized from this source in each year since 1890-91 
will be found in tabular form in the appendix,* The total showed 
a marked declme in. 1903-04, resulting from the introduction of 
the new rule exempting from assessm^t incomes under athousand 
rupees. The receipts for the preceding ten years had averageef 
Es. 32,683, but for the next three years the figure dropped tO‘ 
Rs, 23,529, The great bulk of the payments are made, under 
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part IV of the Act, the principal assessees being manufacturers^ 
merchants^ pleaders and shopkeepers. Another table shows the 
details for the different tahsils.* There is very little difference ’ 
between the three subdivisions in this respect^ though Easra 
pays slightly more than the others^ and the lowest a^sessipent i^ 
to be found, as is <^nly to be expected, in tahsil Bansdib, which 
is the most rural part of the district, containing fewer sugar and 
saltpetre factories than the western and southern parganas. 

The postal arrangements qf the district are now whqlly Post:; 
under the control of the imperial authorities. Th^e district dak 
no longer exists, and even as early as 1830 ttore "was only one 
district post-office, located at Haldharpur, From the list given 
in the a^^pendix it will be seen that there were in 1906 altogether 
28 post-offices, including the head office at BalHa; twelve sub- 
pffioes, and fifteen branch office^.- xne number has been greatly 
increased since the introduction of the various lines pi railway, 
and there are now post-offices at every station. The mails are 
carried as far as possible by rail, while in the interior the dis-^ 
tribution is effected by means of runners. The work of the post- 
office has increased immensely of late years, not only in the matter 
of letters and parcels, but also in money-orders, tl^e introduction 
Of which has driven the old hundi system out of the field. The 
returns in 1880 were shown at Es. 6,191 only, wfiile two years 
later the sum drawn from the various post-offices tp meet pay- 
ments of money-orders was Es. 2,73,000. Fqr the financial year 
1906-06 the enormous sum of Es. 16,95,316 was received in the 
district by money-orders from without, averaging Es*. 1,41,316 
per mensem. The figures for the preceding five years show that 
on an average the payments to j)QSt-masters on letters qf credit 
were Es. 10,63,460 annually. The post-office is alsq employed tp 
a large and increg,sing extent for the payment of revenue by 
money-order, the average amount thus credited to' Government 
for the last five years being Es. 1,04,542 per annum or more than 
one-seventh of the total demand. 

Up to 1887 there were no lines of telegraph in the district, Tele- 
and the want of them was a source of great inconvenience both 
tp Government and tO' the public. In April of that year telegraph 
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offices were established at Ballia and Basra in connection with 
Ghaziipur; and a third was added at Korantadih in 1894, when 
the headquarters were temx^orarily located at that place. Sub- 
sequently the extension of the railway system -has materially 
increased telegraphic facilities, as offices are now in existence at 
each of the fourteen railway stations. 

The only municipality in the district is that of Ballia, which 
was so constituted on the 24th of November 1871. For eleven* 
years prior to that date it vas administered under Act XX of 
1866. Its affairs are now managed by a board of eleven 
members, of whom nine are elected and the remainder nominated 
by Government. The income is derived mainly from a tax 
according to circumstance and property, supplemented by rents 
of municipal land, the sui’plus receipts from the Daclri fair, and 
several minor items. Details showing tho income and expendi- 
ture under the main heads for each year since 1890 will be found 
in the appendix.'*^ A number of towns in the district are adminis- 
tered under the provisions of Act XX of 1866, This measure 
was applied to Basra and Sikandarpur on the 29th of February 
1860, while on the 27th of February 1873 there were added to 
the list Bansdih, Maniar, Sahatwar, Bairia, Reoti and Turtipar. 
Baragaon-Chit’-Firozpur was brought under tho provisions of 
the same enactment in 1899, and on the 28th of July 1902 the 
operations of the Act were withdrawn from Turtipar, so that 
the number of towns now stands at eight. It is now proposed 
to raise Basra to the status of a notified area under Act I of 
1900, Details of the receipts and disbursements in each case 
will be given in the articles on the several pDlaoes, The same 
towns have been brought under the provisions of the Village 
Sanitation Act, while the Vaccination Act (XIII of 1880) was 
applied to the municipality of Ballia on the 6th of May 1891, 

The administration of local affairs is largely in the hands 
of the district board, a body which has been in existence since 
the introduction of Act XIV of 1883, when it took the place of 
the old district committee and was entrusted with more extended 
functions. The board consists of 13 members, of whom nine are 
elected, one being returned annually for a period of three years 
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from each tahsil, while the remaining four include the magistrate 
as chairman and the three subdivisional officers. The executive 
work is i^erformed by the^ secretary, who is usually one of the 
subdi visional magistrates^ and is controlled by the chairman. 

The duties of the board are of the usual description, comprising 
the management of local institutions outside the municipal area, 
such as roads, schools, dispensaries, ferries, cattle-pounds and 
•the like. A table given in the appendix shows details of the 
income and the expenditure of the board under the more impoi’tant 
heads for each year since 1890-91.* Hitherto the position of the 
district has been one of deficit to a small extent, and the local 
sources of income have had to be supplemented by contributions 
from provincial funds. The largest amounts are expended on 
civil works, education and medical arrangements, which more 
than absorb the balanc^e left from incorporated local funds after' 
deducting the charges for police and general establishment. 

Besides the sums derived from cesses, considerable amounts are 
obtained from ferries, educational fees and other sources, but as 
a rule these do not suffice to make up the deficiency, which under 
the new system to be introduced in 1907 will be met from a 
larger fixed grant to the district. 

Among the most important duties of the district board Educa. 
are those connected with the management of the educational 
establishment, * the control of which is vested in the board, 
although the immediate supervision is in the hands of the officers 
belonging to the educational department, Since the constitution 
of the district in 1879 education has made great progress. There 
was then no high school, its place being taken by an anglo- 
vernacular institution at Ballia with only 30 pupils on the rolls. 

At the same time there were middle vernacular schools at Basra, 
Bansdih, Reoti, Sahatwar and Sikandarpur; and 78 village 
schools were in existence, the total number of pupils being under 
4,000. Under the administration of Mr. Roberts, education 
advamjed rapidly in Ballia. The anglo-vernacular school at 
headquarters was raised in 1885 to the aided entrance standard, 
while in 1888 it was constituted a Government district school, 
and now is in a Nourishing condition with over 200 pupils on the 
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rolls* The ntimber of middle schools has been increased to 
eight, that at Reoti having been reduced to the upper primary 
standard, while others have been added at Ballia, Bhalsand, 
Bairia and Garwar* The number Of both primary and secondary 
Schools and the scholars attending them in each year since 
3896-97 is shO^tn in the appendix,* In 1906 there were 103 
primary schbols under the district board, in addition to 40 
schools receiving a grant-in-aid from that authority and nine 
assisted by municipal funds. Besides these there were 32 unaided 
indigenous schools teaching Sanskrit, Arabic, Hindi and Urdu 
to 647 boys, the total number of scholars in vernacular schools 
being 9,062. There are twO Sanskrit schools at Ballia aided by 
the district and municipal boards, One being the Jubilee Sanskrit 
Pathshala attaclied to the districfc school, and the other knowil 
as the Debi Earn Pathshala, erected in memory of his father by 
a wealthy local merchant. A third has recently been opened 
at the village of Madhobani near Suremanpur in pargana Doaba. 
Pemale education, on the other hand, is very backward, as is 
usually the case in purely agricultural districts with no large 
towns. Por some years a few schools for girls maintained a 
precarious existence, but the last was closed in 1901, and there 
was not a single girls’ school An the district till a fresh start was 
made in 1907, when ten aided schools were opened, 
tjitexanoy. The prdgress effected in the matter of education is to some 
extent illustrated by the returns of successive enumerations. In 
1881, shortly after the formation of the district, the proportion 
of the male population able to read and write was 4T per cent,, 
which was slightly below the* genei’al average fOr the provinces 
and compared unfavourably with that of Ghazipur, though it was 
considerably better than the results obtained in the adjoining 
districts of Azamgarh and Gorakhpur. At the following census 
of 1901 the proportion had, however, risen to 6*5 per cent., the 
improvement being greater than in any other district, and placing 
Ballia above the rest of the Benares division with the exception 
bf the Benares district itself. At the last census the diterate 
male population amounted to 6'6 per cent, of the whole, this figure 
being considerably in advance of the provincial average and 
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better than that of any of the adjoining districts save Azamgarh, 
where the progress achieved has been very remarkable. Of 
^^he total population 3*23 per oent. were able to read and write, 
and from this it appears that the number of literate females 
is quite insignificant. It amounted to only *12 per cent., thougb 
•even this was better than the returns of 1881, which showed no 
more than *08 per cent. Generally speaking, the proportion is 
larger in the case of Musalmans than of Hindus, the respective 
figures b^ng 7*21 and 6*57 per cent, of the males in each case. 
Female education is relatively more common -among the Musal- 
mans, though the actual numbers are too small to afford a just 
comparison, the actual totals being 140 literate Musalman females^ 
.-and 376 Hindus. As is the case throughout the eastern districts, 
^the use of the Nagri character is far more general than that of 
4he Persian. The latter is seldom employed, even by the Musal- 
mans, and this is only to be expected in a district in which pure 
Urdu is very seldom to be heard. 

While the district board is responsible for the m^aintenanoo 
-of the medical institutions and the up-keep of the vaccination 
establishment, the actual control of these departments is vested in 
the civil surgeon. When Ballia ms first separated from Ghazipur 
in 1879 the only dispensaries were those at headquarters and at 
Basra. The former was not long afterwards destroyed by the 
.action of the Ganges, and in its place a new district hospital was 
erected in 1902, between the town and the civil station. It 
affords accommodation for .20 in-door patients, while female and 
contagious wards are to be added as soon as funds allow. Other 
.dispensaries have been established at Bansdih and at Bairia, the 
•latter being actually situated in the village of Sonbarsa,4a mile 
to the east of the town, and called after Mr. D, T. Roberts, who 
was for many years collector of the district. Both of these 
belong to the district board, and are in the charge of a hospital 
^assistant aided by One compounder ; they only provide accom- 
jmodation for out-door patients. There ia also a police hospital 
nt Ballia, as well as a railway dispensary, the latter having been 
transferred from Aunrihar in Ghazipur on the 1st of February 
1906. It is in the charge of a hospital assistant and is under 
ihe supervision of the civil surgeon, who is also the railw^ 
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Daedical officer for the district. Only out-patients are treated 
here^ but the hospital assistant attends railway servants at their 
own houses. The average daily attendance at the dispensaries 
durmg 1905 amounted to 316 persons, while the total number of 
patients treated w’as 44,010, this figure being double that 
recorded in 1881. 


The administration of the cattle-pounds was at first in the 
hands of the magistrate, but after the constitution of the district 
board was made over to that body. These -pounds bring in a 
considerable sum annually, the average net receipts under this 
head being Rs. 1,600 for the ten years ending in 1906. This 

excludes the sum realised from the pound at Ballia, the income 

from which is credited to municipal funds. The district board 
pounds are located at each of the various police-stations, and also 
m the towns of Maniar, Baragaon and Sahatwar, and in the 
villages of Bazidpur in pargana Doaba, Eatsand in Kopachit 
East and Nawanagar in Sikandarpur East. The last was 
established in April 1906 and Bazidpur in July 1905, the rest 
having been in existence for several years. 

^ The total area of nazul land in the district is 1,855 acres of 
which the largest amounts are to be found in pargana Ballia 493 
acres j Sikandarpur West, 379 acres ; and Zharid, 238 acres! It 
consists mainly of land recently acquired by Government, either 
for roads and buildings or for the new civil station, or for simBar 
purposes ; and there are few of those old properties in the shape of ' 
forts and the like, which are so common in Oudh and elsewhere 
The management is mainly entrusted to the district, board and the 
BaUia municipality. There is a plot of 60 acres at Korantadih, 
me u mg acres of the old military enoamping-ground and 48 
acres of land formerly occupied by the stud farm. This property, 
which contains the inspection bungalow and scattered timber of 
some value, is eased by the district board to graziers and 
cu tivators and brings in the sum of about Es. 300 annually 
Other pbts include the site of the old tahsil at Nagra. now 
planted with trees and managed by the district board; and the 
municipal nazul at Ballia, consisting of four acres formerly 
occupied by the district courts and now leased to cultivators, and 
five acres taken up by the railway authorities for brick: fields 
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.and now surrounded by the new town. The total area does not 
include' Island 36 in pargana Doaba, which was formed by the 
Ghagra some years ago, and is managed by the collector under 
the Board of Eevenue. It is now only an island during the 
rains : the land is unassessed, and the rent-roll fluctuates with the 
action of the river. In 1906 it amounted to Rs, 3,600, the total 
area being 3,246 acres, of which 977 acres were cultivated. 




CHAPTEE V; 


History. 

IPTOcfcic’ally nx^tiiU3g is known of the early history of the 
'district. Mounds and fragmentary remains of a structural charac- 
ter are found in many places^ and it can hardly be doubted that 
Ballia was inhabited from an early date. At Khairadih near 
Turtipar a considerable area is occupied by ruins from which 
"c^oins of the Kushans have been obtained. It has been suggested 
that the site of the Buddhist monastery mentioned by Hiuen 
Tsiang under the name of Aviddha-karna or unpierced ears/^ 
’and by Ea Hian as Aranya or desert’^ was close to Ballia town, 
while Carlleyle proposed to identify Narainpur in pargana Garha 
with the temple of Narayana Deva visited by Hiuen Tsiang.* 

This is a brief smnmary, and even this is merely speculative. 
No records of the past have been preserved, beyond vague 
tradition and the heaps of earth and broken brick which are 
supposed to represent old habitations of former dominant races. 
It cannot, more'^v^r, be stated with any certainty who these 
aboriginal tribeB were. The local legends assert that they were 
Bhars and Cherus, t!he former holding the parganas of Lakhnesar, 
Bhadaon and Sikandarpur, while the latter ruled in the eastern 
half of the district. These races appear to have held sway in the 
dark ages which succeeded the more or less enlightened days of 
Buddhist dominion, when northern India was included in the 
empme of Asoka and afterwards in that of the Guptas, The 
grounds at Pakka-kot near Baragaon, at Bansdih, at Karnai and 
Zirabasti in pargana Ballia, as well as several others, are assigned 
to the Cherus, and those at Hakhneaar and elsewhere to the 
■fihars. 

The nature of the nest stage in the history of the district is 
clear, but none the less it is impossible to determine the manner 
in which the change was brought about, or to fix the date with 
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any approximation to certainty, Gradually the aboriginal tribee 
were displaced by Hajputs^ who were in every case accompanied 
by their Brahman priestS; or else, to a less extent, by Bhuinhars. 
The origin of the latter is very obscure, but in practically every 
instance the clans maintain that this was not their home in early 
days, and that their ancestors migrated hither. They are not 
particularly munerous in this district, and their only large 
settlement is in pargana Garha, most of which remains in their 
possession. These are Bemwar Bhuinhars, who have a vague 
tradition of having journeyed east from Dehli, though this is 
inherently improbable, or else of having come from the south, 
sometimes even specifying the distant shores of the Carnatic. 
Be that as it may, the Bhuinhars are relatively unimportant. 
Historical interest centres mainly in the Eajputs, who secured fo-r 
themselves a preponderate position, never to be lost throughout the 
days of Musalman sovereignty. These Eajputs appear to have 
come from the west, at any rate in most cases. Their migration 
was spread over a considerable period, the dates of their advent 
given by the different clans ranging from the thirteenth to the 
^ seventeenth century. In the absence of any authoritative record, 
a chronology based on a varying and indefinite number of 
generations is of little value, while no more can be said for 
vague tradition in which similarity of names too often provides 
the sole ground for asserting an identity of origin. Among 
the earliest Eajput immigrants were the Sengars, who claim 
connection with the Etawah stock, though no date can be assigned 
to their arrival. The Dikhits and the Kinwars, who are supposed 
to have a common origin ; the Nikumbhs who settled in Eeoti,the 
Naraunis,who state that they were originally Pariharsof Narwal; 
the Barwars who point to a Tomar descent; the Karcholias, who 
call themselves Sisoclias, and many others, belong to the same period. 
All these wore driven eastwards, apparently owing to Musalman 
pressure on the west. The Lohatamias of Doaha are of doubtful 
extraction, and so are the Donwars, who are believed to have come 
fromTirhut, whence also the Janwa^s of Oudh in some cases trace 
their descent. The Hayobans, who were once so powerful in this 
district, came at a comparatively late date from the south of the 
Ganges about 1628; and the Bais did not overrun Bhadaon 
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and Sikandarpur till a century later. So run the legends, but 
they must be accepted with reserve. The connection between the 
clans of Eallia and the well known septs of the western districts 
is at least doubtful^ even where the names remain the same; and 
when an altered nomenclature has to be explained away the 
suspicion becomes stronger. The fact that these races are now 
accepted as Eajputs matters little, and certainly cannot be 
■ adduced as a proof of Ohhattri descent. On the other hand, it is 
now impossible to say who or what they were originally, and the 
problem of their extraction becomes on a level with that of the 
early status of the Bhuinhars. 

One of the most remarkable features in the history of Eallia 
is the insignificance of the effect produced on the tract by the 
Musalman conquest of Hindustan. This is illustrated by the 
comparative absence of Muhammadan remains^ and also by the 
manner in which the Rajputs were left in apparently undisturbed 
possession* The reason for this phenomenon is somewhat hard to 
seek. It is doubtless due in some measure to the geographical 
position of the tract, which forms a wedge between two unfordablo 
rivers ; but at the same time it can hardly be explained on the 
score of remoteness, as Ghazipur held a Musalman garrison from 
an early date, and at a later period the rise of the Muhammadan 
kingdom of Jaunpur would lead us to expect that a territory 
within comparatively easy reach of the capital would have been 
subjected to an effective domination. None the less, it appears 
that the forces of Islam seldom appeared beyood the Sarju, and 
that the country to the east of that river remained almost 
exclusively Hindu. Musalman jdace names are rare, and refer- 
ences to Eallia in the pages of the Musalman histories are still 
less common. The result is clearly shown in the practical absence 
of Musalman proprietors at the present day, those that remain 
being in most cases the descendants of the local qazu and qanun- 
gos who had their residence in the towns* The only Musalman 
colony of any note was in pargana Sikandarpur, and of this little 
more than bare tradition is at hand. The story goes that Qutb- 
ud-din Aibak passed through the district in 1194 after the capture 
of Benares, on his way to Bihar, and that he erected a fort on the 
spot now known as Qutbganj on the banks of the Ghagra, That 
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there T?as a fort at this place seems certain; that Q,utb-ucl-clm 
built it is possible ; but nothing more than this ca^n be said. The 
tradition must be accepted with thankfulness, for the historian • 
has to admit an utter absence of material for several centuries. 
Ghazipur was fc-unded, it is saidr, about 1330 ; Jaunpur attained nOi 
importance till the days of FirozTughlaq ; while Saran admittedly 
remained in the undisturbed pqssessio,n of the Hindu zamindar^ 
till the time of the Lodi Sultans. It is therefore not surprising that 
no mention is made of any place in this district by the Musalmau ' 
historians *. for all practical purposes it was unconquered territory, 
and so it remained till the seat of Musalman power was brought 
nearer its borders. It is not suggested that there were any local 
chieftains powerful enough to resist the armies of Dehli, but 
rather the reverse : for the tract was politically so unimportant 
that it attracted no attention while real and formidable foes were 
threatening the territory of the Sultans on every side, 

:i,a It has been suggested that the district at certain periods w^s 

iZiSa either debateahle ground, or else actually subject to tbe Musalman ■ 
rulers of Bengal. It seems certain, however, that this was not the 
pase, for the earHer Sultans of the east do not ever appear to have 
pontroUcd Bihar, and it was not tiU a later date that the latter 
province came, in any way mider their subjection. How far such 
a conquest was effected is a matter not easy to be decided; but 
before ik ever became possible a new power rose to prominence, 
and a hitherto unimportant town in the near vicinity qf Bal 
became the capital of S' powerful kingdom. In the year 13 
the Sultan Firoz Shah, on his return from Fasten Bengal, 
appointed certain of his leading nobles to the charge of e 
provinces on the frontiers of the empire.* Under this arrangement 
Jaunpur was given to Malik Bahroz Sultani, and Bihar to Malik 
Bir Afghan, who ai-e said to have- reduced the Hindus to complete' 
subjection. After the death of Firoz, the affairs of the' empire 
ieU into confusion and the nobles increased their own power at 
the expense of the central authority. This tendency 
in 1394, when the Wazir, Khwaja-i-Jahan, obtained from Mahmud 
Shah the administration of all the country between Kanan] md 
Bihar.f His capital was Jaunpur, and this place thereafter 
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continued to be the seat of a separate government for nearly at 
hundred years. The successive rulers of Jaunpur made their 
authority felt throughout the Ballia district^ but no monument of 
their rule has been preserved and the traditions are silent on the 
subject^ although it seems probable that at this epoph there was 
an extensive Musalman colonization in Kharid and Sikandarpur. 
In 1474 Husain Shah, the last king of Jaunpur, wa^ driven out, 
by Bahlol Lodi, Hs capital was taken, and the district once 
more passed into the hands of the Dehli Sultan, Bahlol appears, 
to have pursued Husain as far a^ the confines of Bihar, for we 
are told that when he arrived in the town of Haldi,he there heard 
th^' news of the death of Qutb Khan Lodi, his cousin, and that 
after passing some days in the performance of the customary 
mourning, he returned to Jaunpur, which he left in the possession 
of his son Barbak."^ In 1493 the district was affected by an 
extensive Hindu rebellion, in which Barbak was driven out of 
Jaunpur, order being only restored by the arrival of Sikandar 
Lodi, who' had succeeded Bahlol in 1488, Barbak^s incapacity 
appears to have soon caused a recrudescence of the trouble, and 
the country again rose in favour of Husain, who crossed th^. 
Ganges with a large force, but was driven back by Sikandar and 
pursued into Eastern Bengal. Sikandar Lodi is said to have been 
the founder of Sikandarpur, and it is at least probable that thej 
place derived its name from the Sultan, though it may have been 
built by one of his officers. A gaarison was presumably main- 
taaned there, though nothing is heard of the place during the 
troubled times which ensued between the death of Sikandar Lqdi 
and the establishment of the Mughal power. 

When Babar overthrew Ibrahim Lodi at Panlpat, the Afghan 
nobles of the east lost no^ time in consolidating their own power. 
During Ibrahim^s reign indeed Darya Khan Lohani, the governor 
of Bihar, had openly rebelled, and his son, Bahadur Khan, assumed 
the royal state under the name of Muhammad Shah. He commanded 
a large force and extended his possessions westwards, defeating 
and then winning over to his side Kasir Khan Lodi, who then 
held Ghazipur.f Ibrahim was helpless in the face of this rebel- 
lion, for his hands were fully occupied in dealing with Alam Khan 
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Lodi in the Punjab, to say nothing of Babar, ^ho was already 
advancing on Hindustan. Owing to the absence of any settled 
government, the history of this period is extremely confused. It 
seems that Muhammad Shah remained the nominal king of Bihar, 
but bis hold on that province and also on Jaunpur was very 
uncertain. There is an actual historical ground for this contention 
in the shape of an engraved stone found near the Ghagra and now 
fixed in the wall of the tomb Ruku^ud-din at Kharid. Prom 
this stone it appears that a mosque was built at Eharid in 1627 
•during the days of Nusrat Shah, king of Bengal. The name of 
the Bengal sovereign would not have occurred had Muhammad 
Shah exercised real authority in this tract, and indeed Kharid 
seems to have been at this time regularly in the possession of the 
Bengal Sultan. Tradition relates that the town was then known 
as Ghazanfarabad, the city extending for a considerable distance 
between Sikandarpur and Turtipar.* Muhammad Shah of Bihar 
was succeeded by his son, Jalal Khan Lohani, who took the name 
of Jalal-ud-din Shah.. The reign of Jalal-ud-'dln was short, 
for he was sup^ilanted by his minister, Sher Khan, who was already 
powerful and who afterwards became known as Sher Shah, Fear- 
ing the designs of his minister, Jalal-ud-din fled for refuge to 
the king of Bengal, who sent an army against Sher Khan under his 
general, Ibrahim Khan. The latter was defeated, and Sher Khan 
became the real master of Jaunpur and Bihar. 

This happened in 1528, and in the same year Babar, though 
nominally at peace with Bengal, marched eastwards on hearing 
that Nusrat Shah had encroached on Bihar. The Mughals had 
hitherto reckoned Sher Khan among their adherents, but the Suri 
chieftain soon joined Mahmud Lodi, son of Sikandar Lodi, who 
styled himself king of Bihar. The Afghans took up a position 
on the north bank of the Ghagra, close to its confluence with the 
Ganges, while Babar proceeded by river to Ghazipur and thence 
to Chaunsa, there landing his army and marching to the confluence 
of the two streams. With his usual military skill, he sent his 
artillery over into Doaba to contain the enemy by a bombardment, 
and at the same time despatched Mirza Askari through this district 
with instructions to cross the Ghagra at Haldi and to threaten the 
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Afghans on their right flank^ while he himself crossed just below 
the confluence.* After unsuccessfully inviting Nusrat to separate 
from Mahmud^s forces and withdraw the army of Kharid, as it was 
called, he proceeded to the attack, defeating the combined army 
and driving the Afghans across the Ghagra in the direction of 
Lucknow. Babar pursued them with no great haste, keeping to 
the north bank of the Ghagra and crossing that river in pargana 
Sagri of A^amgarh. The province of Bihar was then entrusted to 
Mir^a Muhammad Zaman, and in 1529 a treaty of peace was 
arranged with the king of Bengal. 

On the death of Babar the Afghans again assumed a position Humayun 
of independence. Sher Khan remained for a time nominally sub- 
ject to Mahmud Lodi, but was constantly strengthening his own 
position, which was eventually rendered secure by Mahmud^s abdi- 
cation and retirement to Patna. In 1531 Sher Khan obtained 
possession of the fortress of Chunar, and in 1532 he came to terms 
with Humayun, though two years later he took advantage of the 
latter’s absence in Gujarat by bringing all Bihar and Jaunpur 
under his control. About this time JSTusrat Shah of Bengal died 
and was succeeded by his brother Mahmud Shah. This ruler seems 
to have been a person of no capacity, and the kingdom soon 
became disordered, giving Sher Khan the opportunity, of which 
he readily took advantage, of increasing his power in the east. 

When Humayun returned from Gujarat, he resolved to settle 
affairs in Bihar and Bengal, though this course obviously involved 
a conflict with Sher Khan, The latter had already defeated the 
forces of Mahmud and had taken possession of Gaur ; and from 
that place he sent a message to Humayun, who had then reached 
Benares, proposing to give up Bihar to the emperor on condition 
of his remaining as ruler in Bengal. Humayun readily agreed ta 
this suggestion, but afterwards was persuaded by Mahmud to 
invade Bengal, and this action led to open war. In 1538 Huma- 
yun reached Gaur, and while resting at that place the country in 
his rear fell entirely into the possession of Sher Khan, whose 
officers drove out all the Mughal governors. Humayun too late 
attempted to retreat, but was overthrown at the battle of Chaunsa 
on the Ganges, close to the borders of this district. His defeat 
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Was completed in 1640 by the battle fought on the Ganges 
near Kanauj. 

Sher Shah was now the ruler of all Hindustan^ and the dis- 
trict continued under his control and that of his successor, Islam 
Shah, till 1646. Civil war then once more ensued between the 
various claimants to the throne, and, as far as can be ascertained 
from the hopeless confusion of the records, Bihar and Jaunpur 
remained, at least nominally, in the hands of Muhammad Adil 
Shah, who continued to reign in the east till his death in 1555 at 
the hands of Bahadur Shah of Bengal. In that year Humayun had 
re-established himself at Agra, while in 1566 the youthful Akbar 
overthrew the Afghans at Panipat and gained possession of Dehli. 
The east, however, still remained to be conquered once again, and 
it was not till 1659 that Ali Quli Khan, Khan Zaman, effected the 
reduction of Jaunpur and brought this district under the imperial 
control.* Por the rest of Akbar’s reign there is no mention of 
Ballia, though the country was doubtless affected by the subsequent 
rebellion of Khan Zaman, who had seized Ghazipur ^ well as Jaun- 
pur. The history of this insurrection, which was not finally 
quelled till 1667, belongs properly to the account of Jaunpur. 
That place was then given, together with Ghazipur and Benares, 
to Munim Khan, Khan-i-Khanan, who administered his jagir 
with great success for many years. 

The fiscal records of Akbar^s reign furnish a certain amount 
of information regarding the state of Ballia at that time, but throw 
very little fresh light on the obscuro history of the district. In 
many parts of Hindustan the statements contained in the 
Ain^-i-Akbari are peculiarly valuable as showing the territorial 
distribution of the various Chhattri elans at that epoch, but 
in the case of Ballia it is disappointing to find the clan unspecified 
in every instance but one, The tract lay partly in the sarkar 
of Ghazipur, the remainder, with the exception of Doaba, 
belonging to Jaunpur. Both of these sarkars were included 
in the province of Allahabad, while Doaba was not a separate 
pargana, but formed merely a portion of Patehpur Bihia 
in mrkcfjT Rohtas of the Bihax province. As far as can be 
ascertained, the boundaries of the various parganas agree 
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approximately with the existing lines of demarcation : the 
changes that have occurred from time to time originated during 
the last century^ as for instance the transfer of tappa Kharid to 
Sikandarpur and of Shah Salempur from Kopachit to the same 
pargana. This fact is of importance in that it enables us to form 
a relatively close comparison between the existing condition of 
afPalrs and those prevailing during the days of Akbar. It is^ of 
course, impossible to determine the revenue then paid in Doaba, 
but this is to some extent compensated by the fact that four 
tappas of Sikandarpar are now included in the Azamgarh district, 
Eoughly, the result of such a comparison is that the district paid 
a revenue of Es. 1,66,000 on a cultivated area of 80,200 acres. 
The latter figure is surprisingly small, being little more than one- 
seventh of the amount now under cultivation, and its accuracy is 
open to doubt, as there is no reason to believe that the district 
was then otherwise than thickly populated. It is probable that a 
largo extent of jungle still remained, as the pargana boundaries 
were seldom clearly defined, and in many cases the villages seem 
to have been mere clearings ; but at the same time it is almost 
impossible to suppose that seven-eighths of the district lay waste. 
At all events, the revenue demand was extremely high. At a very 
moderate estimate the purchasing power of the rupee in Akbar’s 
days was at least four times as great as at present, and on this 
calculation the sum claimed by the state was considerably greater 
than the total existing demand, quite apart from the consider- 
ation that the latter is abnormally light by reason of the perma- 
nent settlement. In 1906 the average incidence per acre of culti- 
vation was Ee. 1-6-11, while the returns of the Ain-i-Akhari 
gave an incidence of Ee, 1-14-10, equivalent to at least Es. 8 of 
the present currency. 

Turning to the difiPerent parganas, we find that with the 
exception of Doaba all the names have been preserved unchanged, 
so that the task of reconstruction presents no difficulties whatever. 
In the sarkar of Jaunpur were the three mahals or parganas of 
Kharid, Sikandarpur and Bhadaon, The first was then held by 
Kausik Eajputs, a remark which is somewhat surprising, as the 
Kausik territory in this district lies to the south of the Sarju, 
and the pargana of Kharid has apparently for centuries been 
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divided between other well known clans 'with clearly marked 
spheres, of influence. It had a cultivated area of 30,915 bighas^ 
and paid a revenue of 14,46,743 dams. The pargana was clearly 
in a prosperous state, for it was able to provide no fewer than 60 
horsemen and 5,000 foot soldiers. In all parts of the Ballia 
district the numbers of the local levies are remarkable, though 
the fact perhaps is only natural in view of the warlike disposition 
for which the Eajputs of the district have at all times been noted. 
There was a brick fort on the banks of the Ghagra at the pargana 
capital, which appears to have been the principal place in the 
district. Sikandarpur was then somewhat larger than at present, 
as four tappas were afterwards transferred to Azamgarh, though 
the loss was to some extent compensated by the addition of tappa 
Dhaka from Zahurabad and Shah Salempur from Kopachit. 
The leading mmindars were Brahmans, as the Bais had not yet 
asserted their supremacy, the traditional date of their advent 
being 1628, The military contingent was ten mounted men and 
3,000 infantry, and the revenue demand was 17,06,417 dams on 
32,574 bighas of cultivation. The small mahal of Bhadaon had 
but 4,300 bighas under tillage, the revenue being 2,29,316 dams; 
the landowners were Siddiqi Sheikhs, who provided ten horse 
and a hundred foot. In the saThar of Ghazipur were the four 
mahals of Ballia, Kopachit, Lakhnesar and Garha. In each 
case the mmindars are described merely as Rajputs without 
any distinction of clan. The territorial arrangement was presum- 
ably the same as at present : Garha is the property of Bhuinhars, 
but these people invariably appear in the Ain-^i^-AkhaTi as 
either Brahmans or Rajputs. Ballia, which furnished 200 cavalry 
and 2,000 footmen, paid 12,50,000 dams on a cultivated area of 
28,345 bighas. In Kopachit there were 19,267 bighas under 
cultivation, and the revenue was 9,42,190 dams; the local 
contingent being 20 horse and 2,000 foot. For Lakhnesar no 
details are given under the latter head; the pargana appears 
to have been in a backward state, as only 2,883 bighas 
were cultivated and the revenue was 1,26,636 dams. Garha, 
which contributed 200 footmen, was assessed at 6,00,000 
dams, the land under cultivation amounting to 10^49 
bighas. 
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The administrative arrangements of Akbar^s day appear to 
have remained unchanged till 1722^ and for the intervening period 
the history of the district is a complete blank. There are^ no 
doubtj frequent references to both Ghazipur and Jaunpur, though 
these chiefly relate to the names of the officers in charge of those 
stations. These appointments necessarily affected Ballia^ but the 
records contain no specific mention of the district^ and it is 
needless here to repeat the chronicles of Ghazipur, Jaunpur and 
Azamgarh, wliich have been dealt with in their proper place. As 
in former times," the Eajputs of this district appear to have been 
left to themselves, and the only intrusion seems to have been that 
of Kunwar Dhir Singh, one of their own race. This man came 
from Bhojpur in Shahabad, and was apparently one of the Ujjains, 
Taking advantage of the confusion which ensued throughout the 
empire after the death of Aurangzeb, he set an example which was 
afterwards imitated by his kinsman, Kunwar Singh, during the 
mutiny. He set out with a comparatively small force and 
followed the line of the Ghagra, taking possession of a large 
tract of country along both banks of the river and extending his 
conquests as far west as Sagri in Azamgarh. Stories are still 
told of his cruelties and extortions, which rendered his name 
familiar to the inhabitants of this and the adjoining districts. 
His incursion seems, however, to have been but a temporary raid, 
for in 1715 his action attracted the notice of the authorities, and 
Sarbuland Khan, the governor of Allahabad, was deputed to 
suppress the rebellion. The task was accomplished with the aid 
of the Eaja of Azamgarh, as the Eajput leader was driven 
northwards into Gorakhpur and slain near Padrauna. 

About this period the district, together with the rest of the 
Jaunpur and Ghazipur earkars, as well as Benares and Ohunar, 
were included in the jagir of Murtaza Khan, a nobleman of the 
imperial household, though he seems to have done little else than 
attempt to collect the revenue, and that with varying success. 
In 1722 Saadat Khan became governor ofi Oudh, and shortly 
afterwards he obtained from Murtaza Khan the lease of the four 
saricars under an agreement to pay him seven lakhs of rupees 
per annum. Prom that date Ballia ceased to be subject directly 
to the imperial administration. The real ruler was the Kawab 
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"Wazir of Oudh, though from the first the actual task of govern- 
ment was made oyer to a subordinate. The earliest of these 
lieutenant-governors was Mir Rustam Ali^ who had his head- 
quarters at Benares. He experienced considerable difficulty in 
reducing the turbulent Rajputs of Ballia to order and in compel- 
ling them to pay their revenue. To him is ascribed the large 
entrenched camp on the banks of the Sarju in pargana Eopachit 
East, close to the village of Dumri ; and a tradition still exists 
that it was from this place that Rustam Ali set out against the 
mmindars of Sukhpura in pargana Kharid ; he met them near 
the village of Garwar, defeated them in a pitched battle, and 
killed nearly all their fighting men, from whose skulls he 
constructed a pyramid, which, as the story goes, was the origin 
of the mound standing in the village of Garwar to the present 
day. Rustam Ali continued in charge till 1738, when he was 
replaced by one of his dependants, Mansa Ram, the founder of 
the Benares family. This man died within a year of his appoint- 
ment, and was succeeded by his more famous son, Raja Balwant 
Singh, who made over Ghazipur on an annual rent of three laldis 
to Sheikh Abdullah, a native of the district who had served with 
distinction under Sarbuland Khan, Though he only held the 
post for a few years, Abdullah left his mark on Ghazipur, as to 
him may be ascribed most of the old buildings at that place. He 
died in 1744, leaving four sons, of whom the eldest, Fazl Ali, 
was appointed to his father^s position by Safdar Jang. The 
youngest brother, Karam-uUah, was not satisfied with this 
arrangement, and enlisted the supporb of Nawal Rai, the famous 
deputy of the Nawab Wazir, with whose aid Fazl Ali was 
removed ; but the latter afterwards regained the favour of Safdar 
Jang, and when Karam-nllah died in 1748, was once more placed 
in charge of Ghazipur on Condition of paying an enhanced revenue. 
Two] years later Fazl Ali was ejected by the Rohillas and the 
Pathans of Farrukhabad under Muhammad Amin Khan, but the 
raiders obtained no hold on the district, and in the following 
year Fazl Ali re-established his authority. He was once again 
removed from his post in 1764, shortly after the accession of 
Shuja-ud-daula, towards whom he exhibited considerable insolence, 
Ghazipur was given to Muhammad Ali Khan, but the latter^s 
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inability to deal "with the Eajput population resulted in the 
restoration of Fazl Ali; whose charge was extended so as to 
include the Azamgarh district. This increase of power was 
accompanied with a deterioration in the government, and 
complaints of his injustice and oppression became so numerous 
that at length Beni Bahadur, the Nawab^s deputy, and Raja 
Balwant Singh were deputed to bring Fazl Ali to reason. Tho 
governor was defeated and fled to Patna, and in 1761 Ghazipur 
was made over to Balwant Singh at an annual revenue of eight 
lakhs. 

From this time forward the district remained a part of the tIio 
territories held by tho Raja of Benares as a feudatory, first 
of tho Nawab Wazir of Oudh, and then of the East India 
ComiJany. Balwant Singh^s administration was probably superior 
to any that tho district had hitherto enjoyed. One of his first 
steps was to set aside tho forced and fraudulent sales by means 
of which Fazl Ali and his father had acquired large estates; 
this action was confirmed by Mr. Duncan in 1788, though 
unfortunately the lesson was not sufficient to prevent a repeti- 
tion of similar action on the part of the amila in later years. 
Balwant Singh also imitated the policy of the early Oudh rulers 
by destroying the power of the local chieftains. His chief victim 
in this district was Bhuabal Deo of Haldi, who lost tho whole of 
the Ballia pargana, for which he had hitherto engaged. The 
entire district was placed in the chargo of amils, Mir Sharif 
Ali obtaining Ballia and Kharid, while Lakhnesar and Xopachit 
vere given to Balam Das, Sikandarpur to Muzaffar Khan, and 
Garha, together with several of the Ghazipur parganas, to a 
methajan named Bhaiya Ram. On several occasions the mmin-- 
riars offered rosislauce to Bahrant Singh, but in only ono 
instance were their efforts successful. This exception to tho 
general rule was provided by the Sengars of pargana Lakhnesar, 
who not only treated the demands of the Eaja with contempt, but 
adopted an attitude of open hosiility. Not content with the 
refusal to pay revenue, they attacked and pillaged his treasurioB, 
so that eventually in 1764 Balwant Singh w'as compelled to 
proceed against them in person with a large f orco. For two days 
a desperate conflict was maintained, in which hundreds of lives' 
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were lost: Basra was then most) inaccessible by reason of the 
jungle which snrrotinded it^ and the houses of the mmindars 
were all constructed with a view to defence. The Rajahs troops 
managed to set the place on fire, so that the Sengars were com- 
pelled to withdraw; but so obstinate was their resistance that 
Balwant Singh was glad to effect a compromise, the mmindars 
being left in possession of their estates at a low fixed revenue 
which has remained unchanged unto this day. 

The same year saw the active interference in the province 
on the part of the East India Company. When Shah Alam 
was defeated at Buxar, the forces of Balwant Singh had been 
detached from the imperial army as the attitude of that chief 
was open to suspicion. His intended treachery was proved by 
the result, for when by the treaty of the 29th Beccjmber 1764, 
Shah Alam made over Ghazipur and all the other possessions of 
Balwant Singh to the Company, the Eaja was allowed to retain 
the province on an annual lease.* The Court of Directors 
refused to ratify this agreement, which was replaced by the 
treaty of Allahabad signed on the 16th of August 1766, whereby 
theNawab Wazir undertook to leave Balwant Singh in posses- 
sion, so long as he paid the same revenue as formerly .1 In spite of 
the repeated efforts of Shuja-ud-daula to break this engagement, 
Balwant Singh retained his position till his death in 1770. He 
was succeeded by his illegitimate son, Chet Singh, who continued 
to govern the province on the lines laid down by his father. 
The different parganas, or groups of parganas, were leased to 
amilsj who were the actual administrators and only responsible 
to the Raja for the revenue. Ballia, Kharid, Sikandarpur, 
Eopachit and Lakhnesar were then held by Mir Sharif AH, and 
Garha by Bakht Singh, a connection of the Eaja on bis mother^s 
side. In 1774 Shuja-ud-daula died, and a year later his successor, 
Asaf-ud-daula, made over to the Company the sovereignty of all 
the districts dependent on Eaja Chet Singh, this treaty being 
signed at Lucknow on the 21st of May 17754 Pargana Doaba 
bad already come into the possession of the British ten years, 
earlier, for in 176S the East India Company had obtained the 
grant of the diwam of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The change 

' ^ Treaties, II, 6. | f II, 76# f ( ili^, II, 88. 
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of sovereign did not at first affeot the province very closely, for 
Chet Singh was confirmed in the government on payment of a 
fixed revenue. On his deposition in 1781, Warren Hastings 
installed Mahip Narayan Singh as Eaja, but with strictly 
limited powers. 

From this date the administration for all practical purposes 
passed into the hands of the Company. The mint, the police, 
civil and criminal justice had been taken from the Eaja, and 
though the revenue was still nominally under his supervision, it 
was virtually under the management of the Eesident. The old 
system of amils was, however, maintained in its entirety, and, as 
has been already mentioned in the preceding chapter^ the fiscal 
history of the district does not properly begin till the appointment 
of Mr. Jonathan Duncan as Resident in 1787, In spite of the 
reformation effected with regard to the settlement of the land 
revenue and in numerous other directions, it soon became 
abundantly evident that the Raja was wholly unfit for the admi- 
nistration of the province, and in 1794 a new agreement was 
made, separating the territories immediately under the British 
Government from the Rajahs family domains. This step had 
become urgent owing to the disorganised state of the country. 
Continued famines had caused the greatest distress and thrown 
wide areas out of cultivation, while in every direction lawlessness 
was manifest. Of this Ballia afforded several notable examples. 
In 1789 a gang of two hundred Dusadhs from the district had 
attacked and looted the town of Gaya in Bengal, and the same 
people kept the Ganges and Ghagra in a perpetual state of 
insecurity. These criminals were of course protected by the 
zamindars, who received a yearly tribute from the gangs that 
found refuge in their villages. Occasionally the mmindws 
themselves imitated the example of their retainers, and during 
Mr. Duncan^s time a party of travelling merchants were murdered 
at Maniar, and their money divided among the village owners. 

A criminal of a somewhat higher stamp was Jagannath Singh, 
the chief of the Sikandarpur Bais, whose career somewhat 
resembles that of his namesake in the district of Sultanpur in 
Oudh. He had been deprived of his estates by the Raja of 
Benares, and wandered about the country with a band of armed 
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followers, levying exactions on the villagers. Under Mr. 
Duncan^s administration lie was arrested and brought into 
Benares, but was released at the request of the Sengars of Lakh- 
nesar, who bound themselves to be responsible for his good 
behaviour. Mr. Duncan endeavoured by every means to 
induce him to adopt a peaceable mode of living, and the 
Parsia taluqa was made over to him. This, however, did not 
satisfy Jagannath, who laid claim to many other lands and 
eventually demanded the restoration of the whole Sikandarpur 
pargana. This proved too much for the Sengars, who arrested 
him and brought him to Benares, There he was again released, 
this time on the security of the Kausxks of Chit; but he forth- 
with became an open rebel, defying the authority of Government 
and committing robberies, arson and murder in every direction. 
Troops were deputed against him on several occasions, but on 
their approach he invariably retired across the Ghagra, so that 
from 1795 it became necessary to keep a military force perma^ 
nently quartered in the Ballia district. A reward of Bs. 10,000 
was offered for his arrest, but it was not till 1800 that he was 
surprised by a party of cavalry when hiding in a wood some 
distance from his fort. Jagannath was then sentenced to a long 
period of imprisonment and obtained his release only in 1816. 
He was given a pension of Es. 50 a month, and in 1822 Lord 
Amherst, with surprising generosity, restored him to the taluqa 
of Parsia, 

In 1818 Ghazipur became a separate coUectorate, the first 
officer placed in an independent charge being Mr. E. Barlow. 
The subsequent changes in the area and the transfers of territory 
between Azamgarh and Ghazipur have been mentioned in connec- 
tion with the fiscal history. The latter comprises all that is of 
any importance in the annals of Ballia, and no incident worthy 
of record occurred in this district till the mutiny of 1867. 

Ballia played but a small and unexciting part in the history 
of the great rebellion. The district had then no individuality 
of its own, and the events which are in any way connected with 
Ballia belong more properly to the annals of Azamgarh and 
Ghazipur. There was no military station within the limits of 
the present district, and no resident European officers j so that 
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there was no occasion for the massacre of the h6lnl^^t;iVely quiet, 
heroic defence maintained by a handful of der by the Gurkhas^ 
appalling odds^ which have rendered the name.dealt to the rebels 
familiar for all time. Moreover, while Azamgfccountry north of 
regained more than once, the possession of Gfoft with another 
undisturbed throughout, and though for many mo ^hile the river 
anarchy, the nominal administration of the district v. ^collector of 
from first to last. . 

Symptoms of disaffection soon became visible after the news 
of the Meerut outbreak had reached Ghazipur, and no reliance 
was placed on the 65th Native Infantry which garrisoned that 
place. The sepoys, however, showed no great disposition to 
rise, and indeed averred that they intended to remain faithful 
at least so long as the troops at Dinapore continued steadfast. 
Their behaviour contrasted strongly with that of the I7th Native 
Infantry at Azamgarh, one of the most notoriously disloyal of 
the company's regiments. The Ghazipur district, too, was fortun- 
ate in its officers, the collector being Mr. A. Boss, and the 
joint magistrate Mr. J. Bax, who was in charge of the Ballia 
subdivision. No vigorous measures were necessary during the 
month of May, but on the 1st of June news came of the 
ineffective mutiny and the disarmament of the Benares regiments, 
a proceeding which naturally caused much anxiety to the Ghazi* 
pur authorities. Matters were brought to a head by the 
mutiny of the Azamgarh regiment on the 3rd and the arrival 
at Ghazipur of the fugitives from their place. The district 
rapidly fell into a disorganized state and general anarchy for a 
time prevailed. The landholders and village communities 
whose rights had pas'sed into the hands of auction-purchasers 
everywhere atjbempted to regain their ancestral holdings, while 
others turned to plunder, preying on their weaker neighbours, and 
the bolder spirits proceeded westwards to join the rebels in Oudh* 
The police were helpless, and though martial law was proclaimed 
it could not be enforced tiU the arrival of a hundred men of the 
78th Highlanders from Benares. Their presence restored some 
degree of order, but the roads were no longer safe, and there were 
no means of checking the turbulent Rajputs of the Ballia parganas. 
On the 18th of July Mr. Venables, the well known indigo planter, 
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Dunne^ regained Azanagarh and managed to 
Duncans admoi^^^ refugees who had been in hiding in that 
Benares, but was found the position untenable and was 
nesar,^ who bour.^,^^ result that the whole district was 

behaviour. Mr.^^ Nagra tahsil. The latter, which is now 
induce him charge of Maulvi Ali Hasan as 

Parsia man, together with the police officials, 

. --^ained at his post throughout the disturbances. 

The outlook at Ghazipur was rendered more uncertain by 
reason of the disturbed state of the country south of the Ganges. 
There Kunwar Singh, a connection of the Dumraon Raja, was 
in open rebellion, being at the head of his own clansmen and a 
large force of mutineers. He had virtually gained possession of 
the whole district of Shahabad, with the solitary exception of 
Ajrrah, where he met with unexpected and determined resistance 
from a small body of planters and Sikhs. The Government 
stud at Buxar also had remained untouched, and its retention 
was a matter of considerable importance, A small force was 
detailed to guard the place, but before its arrival Majojr Vincent 
Eyre came uj) in a steamer from Calcutta with a battery of artillery, 
and halted at Buxar on receiving news that the mutinied regi- 
ments from Dinapjore were advancing to cross the Ganges. With 
the object of cutting them off he proceeded to Ghazipur on the 
29th of July, leaving there an officer and two guns in exchange for 
26 Highlanders. He then returned to Buxar, where he was met by 
Captain L^Estrange with 164 men of the 5th Fusiliers, Sending 
back the Highlanders to Ghazipur he himself marched to the relief 
of Arrah, obtaining considerable assistance in the matter of trans- 
port from the Raja of Dumraon, whom rumour had hitherto 
described as a rebel. The rescue of the Arrah garrison and the 


subsequent defeat of Kunwar Singh at Jagdispur enabled Eyre 
to proceed on his journey to Allahabad, and on the way to 
accomplish the very important task of disarming the 66th N. I, at 
Ghazipur. This measure had long been anticipated, but the 
opportunity had hitherto been lacking \ it caused great relief 
in the district, and enabled the town to be made fairly secure 
after the completion of an entrenched position at the opium 
factory. 
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" !Por several ijioiitlis thitiga remained comparatively quiet. 
In August the city of Azamgarh was occupied by the Gurkhas, 
and in the following month a severe blow was dealt to the rebels 
by Colonel Wroughton and the Nepalese. The country north of 
the Ghagra was kept in order by Colonel Rowcroft with another 
force of Gurkhas and the Pearl Naval Brigade, while the river 
was patrolled by a gunboat under the charge of the collector of 
Saran. The condition of aflFairs, however, underwent a complete 
change in March 1858. The bulk of the army was then conr 
oentrated ab Lucknow and the eastern districts were almost 
denuded of troops. The opportunity was at once seized by Kunwar 
Singh, who crossed the Ganges and marched through the Ballia 
district into Azamgarh, where he was joined by other rebel 
contingents from the east of Tyzabad and the country beyond the 
Ghagra, He beseiged the small force which held Azamgarh, but 
was driven off by General Lugard on the 15th of April. Though 
repulsed, Kunwar Singh was not beaten, and his troops retreated 
in good order to Natthupur near the western boundary of this 
district. The pursuit was at once taken up by Brigadier 
Douglas, who reached Natthupur on the 16th, and the next day 
came up with the retiring force at Naghai. Here Kunwar Singh 
had occupied a strong position, from which he was dislodged ; 
but he conducted his retreat with great ability and on the 18th 
reached Nagra. The British cavalry continued the chase, but 
the infantry was too far behind to permit an assault. The same 
night Kunwar Singh retired to Sikandarpur and thence pushed 
on to Maniar, On receipt of this news Douglas hastened in hot 
pursuit, and at daylight on the 20th delivered his attack. While 
the infantry advanced under cover of a heavy artillery fire, the 
cavalry threatened the enemy on his right, with the result that the 
rebels fled in disorder, leaving on the field a gun and several 
wagons, an immense quantity of ammunition, a large amount 
of treasure, a number of carts and bullocks, and the colours of 
the 28th N, I., which were found wrapped round the dead body of 
a native ojBRcer. The pursuit was maintained for six miles, but 
the rebels broke up into several columns and took different routes, 
only to reunite at a pro-arranged spot. Kunwar Singh had given 
0ut that in the absence of boats he would have to cross the Ganges 
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on elephants, but his actual intention was to effect the passage by 
means of a number of boats collected at Sheopurdiar, a short 
distance below Ballia. At the latter place there were two 
regiments of Madras cavalry under Colonel Oumberlege, who 
had been deputed to cut off the retreat of the flying force ; 
but astonishing to relate Kunwar Singh succeeded in embarking 
all save two hundred of his men before Douglas appeared with 
his troops, while the cavalry remained in blissful ignorance of the 
proceedings. As it was, the rebels left on the bank were out off, 
and the last of the boats was sunk. The gunboat Megna took 
part in this action and, though bhis was not known till afterwards, 
by a lucky shot wounded Kunwar Singh, who not long afterwards 
died from the injury. 

The good work done by Douglas was largely counteracted 
by the subsequent defeat of Captain Le Grand in the Shahabad 
district*— an event which threw the country on both sides of the 
Ganges into the utmost disorder. It had long been considered 
a most remarkable thing that Ballia had not risen before. Many 
of the mutineers had their homes in the district, while the tract 
was full of proclaimed offenders, and the eastern parganas had 
for years been notorious on account of the marauding bands of 
Dusadhs, whose traditional occupation was robbery and dacoity 
on the great waterways. Douglas was compelled to cross the 
Ganges in pursuit of Kunwar Singh, whose place was soon taken 
by his brothers, and consequently there were no troops available 
to maintain order, with the exception of the somewhat inactive 
column under Colonel Cumberlege. Though the sepoys had 
withdrawn to the jungles of Jagdispur, the whole of Ballia was 
given up to plundering parties, and throughout the district the 
wildest state of confusion prevailed. Little was attempted in 
the way of restoring order, and it was not till the middle of May 
that Mr. L. Probyn, who was now attached to the district, 
succeeded in persuading Cumberlege to attack the Kausiks of 
Baragaon without waiting for a siege train. When at lengtii 
the force arrived, the place was found empty, and after destroying 
the houses of the more prominent insurgents the troops returned 
to Ghazipur. Matters continued in the same state till July, 
when Mr* Bax marched out to Ballia with a small force. The 
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rebels had broken down a bridge on the road, but the party meft 
with no opposition, and Ballia was oocupied by Sikh troops 
under Mr, Probyn. The remainder of the party continued their 
journey to Bairia, where they were beseiged for several days by a 
large force of mutineers from the north-west. The latter, finding 
their efforts ineffectual, then turned towards Ballia in hopes of 
surprising the town, but the assault came to nought and soon they 
were driven northwards by the advance of Brigadier Douglas. 

Prom that time the district gradually settled down, though the 
country continued to be disturbed till the advent of the cold 
weather, when Douglas finally crushed the followers of Kunwar 
Singh in the Kaimur hills, and the country to the north was 
cleared preparatory to Lord Clyde^s great combined movement 
on Oudh. 

As in many districts, so in Ballia, did the rebellion bring 
to light several conspicuous instances of steadfast loyalty, rewards. 
First and foremost came the Eaja of Haldi and the members of 
his family, who, in spite of strong inducements to join the rebels, 
exerted all their influence in favour of the British and set an 
excellent example; the Raja was too poor to take any active part 
in repressing the rebellion beyond saving the lives of a few 
policemen, but his attitude had a great effect on the people of 
Ballia. 'The reward recommended by the Commissioner of Benares 
was the restoration of the malikana allowance enjoyed by his 
ancestors, but this was disallowed, and the Raja was given two 
small villages in Doaba, the only confiscated property that was 
available, and a life pension of Rs. 2,600 per annum. The 
Maharaja of Dumraon, whose loyalty in protecting Government 
property and in furnishing supplies, exposed him to great private 
loss and personal danger, was adequately rewarded by the 
Government of Bengal, the province in which he resided. His 
dependants, Eaghunandan Prasad Pande of Bairxa, Gur Prasad 
of Srinagar, and Thakur Singh of Dukti, assisted in maintaining 
order among the turbulent inhabitants of Doaba and received 
acknowledgments of their services. So also did the mmindars 
of Bansthana, Anjorpur, Tajpur, Gangauli and elsewhere in 
pargana Ballia. Muhammad Abd-ur-Rahman, the munsif of 
Ballia, made himself useful by collecting the retainers of the loyal 
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landholders and subduing all attempts at revolt till the incursion 
of Kunwar Singh^ and was rewarded by a grant of land. The 
Begams of Sonwani also remained loyal throughout, guarding the 
public offices and supplying information to the authorities, their 
conduct resulting in an attack upon their houses, from which 
they escaped with difficulty. In the Basra tahsil the Sengars of 
Lakhnesar and the Kausiks of Kopachit were rebels almost to 
a man; but Gopal Singh, the head of the Eatsand family of 
Karcholias, materially assisted in the defence of Basra under 
Mr. Probyn, as also did Kishan Kunwar, the agent of the family 
of Deokinandan Singh, Eatsand was in consequence burnt and 
plundered, while Gopal Singh was rewarded by a gift of money 
and a small grant of land; Kishan Kunwar was afterwards 
killed by the rebels, and the reward in his case was bestowed on 
his son. In the Azamgarh parganas the loyalists were chiefly 
Government servants, such as Maulvi Ali Hasan, the tahsildar 
of Nagra and Abdul Majid, the munsif; these men remained 
at their posts, though Azamgarh was twice abandoned, and took 
active measures against the rebels, preventing Muhammad Hasan, 
the Nazim of Gorakhpur, from crossing the Ghagra and defeating 
some of his troops at Turtipar. The tahsildar was rewarded 
with a handsome hhilat and confiscated land assessed at Rs, 
2,600, while the munsif obtained a grant of land with a revenue 
demand of Es. 760. Phagu Singh, head of the Nagra Bais, 
assisted the officials materially, saving the records and treasure 
from the Sigauli mutineers, collecting a large body of men to 
defend the passagJS of the Ghagra, and taking an active part in 
the pursuit of Kunwar Singh. His conduct received the appro- 
bation of Government, and was further recognised by the pardon 
of his father and uncle, who had been condemned for murder and 
implication in the rebellion. 

Prom the restoration of order at the end of 1868 to the 
present day the peace of Ballia has but -once been broken. In 
189S the district was troubled by the gaurahhshini movement, 
which arose from a widespread conspiracy on the part of the, 
Hindus to prevent the slaughter of kine by Musalmans. Matters 
came to a head at Man in Azamgarh, close to the borders of 
this district, that plaice containing an unusually lai^ge projportion 
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of Julahas, the most fanatical and turbulent section of the 
Musalman community. A serious riot ensued^ and the infection 
rapidly spread into Ballia. Several bands from this district 
were afterwards proved to have taken part in the disturbance 
at MaU; and subsequently the same people were responsible for 
the sporadic outbreaks at Baheri, Qazipur^ Eksara and Baragaon 
in the Ubhaon police circle. Ko actual military operations 
proved necessary^ however, and the needs of the situation were 
adequately met by quartering a large force of punitive police 
in the circles of Haldharpur, Basra, Ubhaon, Sikandarpur, 
Gar^var, Bansdih, Ballia and Nagra. The other events worthy 
of record have been dealt with elsewhere. The chief occurrence 
is of course the formation of the district of Ballia in 1879, 
together with the various additions and exchanges of territory 
that have since taken place. Reference has also been made to 
the temporary transfer of the district headquarters to Korantadih, 
to the rebuilding of Ballia, and to the revision of records by 
Mr. D, T. Roberts,^ the distinguished ofhcer whose association 
with the district will long be remembered. 


11 




GAZETTEER 

OP 

BALLIA. 


DIRECTORY. 



GAZETTEER 

OF 

BALLIA. 


DIRECTORY. 


CONTENTS. 


Agrauli 

Bahaura 

... 

... 

Page. 

163 

163 

Kharsanda 


Baina 



164 

Kopachit East Pargana 

ftii 

Ballia 



165 

Kopachit West Pargana 

III 

Balha Pargana 



171 

Korantadih 

ill 

Ballia Tahsil 



176 

Kotwa 


Bansdih 



178 

Lakhnesar 


Bansdih Tahsil 



180 

Lakhnesar Pargana 


Baragaon 



183 

Mairitar 

<•1 

Basantpur 


• ■ • 

184 

Majhawa 


Bhadaon Pargana 



185 

Maniar 

III 

Bhalsand 

II. 


187 

Murli Chhapra 


Bilthra 



188 

Nagpura ... 


Chakia 


««• 

189 

l^agra , . . 

III 

Ohand Diara 


««» 

189 

Nagwa ,,, 


Chandpur 


*•« 

190 

Narainpur 

• • 1 

Chhata 

**• 


190 

Narhi 


Chilkahar 



191 

Pakri 


Chit Pirozpur 



191 

Pharsatar 


Boaba Pargana 

,,, 


191 

Phephna 


Buha Behra 



196 

Pur 


Bumri 



197 

Basra 


Gaighat 

••• 

• I* 

198 

Basra Tahsil 


Garha Pargana 



198 

Batanpura 


Garwar 


• it 

201 

Rat sand 


Hajauli 

... 


202 

! Beoti 


Haldharpnr 


• *i 

203 

Sahatwar 


Haldi 


«•« 

203 

Seriya 


Haldi 



204 

Sheopurdiar 


Eanumanganj 


• •• 

205 

Sikandarpur ... 


Hiisainabad 


til 

206 

Sikandarpur East Pargana 

■it 

Jauhi 

1.1 

• •• 

206 

Sikandarpur West Pargana 


Karainmar 


•«* 

207 

Sonbarsa 


Karnai 



207 

Sonwam 



»M 

• •• 

208 

Srinagar 


Kathanra 


• I* 

209 

Sukhpura 


!|^cora 



209 

Suremanpnr 

Tan Baragaon 

Tika Beori ... 


Khajuri 

Kharauni 

ll« 

• li 

■ II 

210 

210 


Kharid 

• «t 

■ •« 

211 

Tnrtipar ... 


ij^arid Pargana 

114 

til 

212 

Ubhaon 



Pa^e. 

217 

217 

221 

224 

224 

225 
225 

231 

232 

233 
236 

236 

237 

238 

238 

239 

240 

240 

241 
' 241 

242 
244 
247 
247 
247 
249 
260 

251 

252 
254 
258 
262 
263 

263 

264 

264 

265 

265 

266 
267 




DIRECTORY. 


[Bahaura. 


AGEAULI, Pargana and Tahsil BALiilA. 

This is one of the many large villages in tbje south of the 
pargana, occupying part of thg recently formed alluvial land in 
the large bend of the Ganges to the south-east ofBallia. It 
stands in 25° 42' N. and 84° 16' E., at a distance of some seven 
miles from the district headquarters. The lands of AgraTili, 
which cover 1,466 acres and are assessed at Es. 3,042, adjoin 
those of Janhi on the south, Bhalsand on the north and Sheopur- 
diar on the west, all of these places being separately mentioned. 
The village was settled in 1790 with Dube Brahmans, and is 
still in the possession of their descendants, with the exception of 
a small share purchased many years ago by the Pandes of Bairia. 
This share, which brings in an annual net profit of about Es. 220, 
was granted in 1886 by Babu Eaghunandan Prasad Panda as an 
endowment for a Sanskrit teaohership at Ballia, and is now 
manapd as a Benevolent Trust. Save for the number of its 
inhabitants, Agrauli is of little importance. It possesses an 
upper primary school and an insignificant bazar; the only manu- 
facture is that of country cloth, for the production of which there 
are ten looms. The population at the last census numbered 
2,547 persons, of whom all but 66 were Hindus, the great 
majority being Brahmans. 

BAHAUEA, Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia, 

This village lies in 25° 43' N. and 84° 28' E., at a distance 
of some 22 miles from the district headquarters, and about three 
miles south of Bairia, on a road leading from the latter place to 
Lalganj and the Damodarpur ferry over the Ganges. The lands 
are of an alluvial nature and are liable to vary in extent from 
year to year. It has a very large population, which numbered 
4,529 in 1881 and 4,756 ten years later, while in 1901 the total 
was 4,838, of whom 128 were Musalmans. Many of the inhabit- 
ants reside in chhappars or temporary huts, which they erect near 
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their fields while the crops are on the ground^ retiring to higher 
ground during the rains. The village, which is included in the 
Damodarpur taluqa^ now belongs to the Dumraon estate, but 
formerly it was held by Lohatamia Rajputs, the remains of whose 
fort are still to be seen on an old mound to the south of the 
village. The prevailing castes at present are Lohatamias^ Brah- 
mans, Bhuinhars and Ahirs. Apart from its size, Bahaura is of 
little note ; there is a bazar in Sripalpur, a hamlet fco the north, 
where a considerable trade in cattle is carried on, and a large 
upper primary school in Bhusaula, an adjoining site to the south. 

BAIRIA, Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia. 

Bairia is the chief town of the pargana, and stands in 26® 
46' N. and 84® 29' E., at a distance of 20 miles from Ballia and 
about four miles south of Suremanpur railway station. It is 
connected with both these places by unmetalled roads, while 
others lead to Chand Diara and Revelganj on the east, to the 
Damodarpur ferry over the Ganges on the south, and to Eeoti 
and Bansdih on the north-west. The main site is built on the 
north side of the Ballia and Revelganj road, and consists of little 
more than a congeries of mud houses, with a few more substantial 
structures. The site covers about 104 acres and is traversed by 
a good street from east to west and by the new road to the rail- 
way station running north and south through the town. The 
population of the place rose from 6,177 in 1853 to 6,766 in 1865, 
to 7,162 in 1872 and to 9,160 in 1881. It dropped at the follow- 
ing census to 8,479, while in 1901 Bairia contained 8,635 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 1,119 were Musalmans. The prevailing castes are 
Koeris and Rajputs. The latter are mainly of the Lohatamia clan, 
and their ancestors at the permanent settlement were the sole 
owners of the place. It has since passed out of their possession, 
together with the rest of their estates. One-sixth is held by the 
Maharani of Dumraon, one-fourth by the Bhuinhar Pandes, who 
are the principal residents and were formerly agents to Dumraon, 
and the rest by a Mahajan of Saran. The total area of the mama 
of Bairia is 2,346 acres and the revenue demand Rs, 3,489. 

The town does not figure in history, and is said to have 
grown out of a mere hamlet founded by and named after one 
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Bairi of the Bind caste. It acquired importance graduallj as a 
market, and also from its comparatively secure position. There 
is but little import trade, but the exports are considerable, chiefly 
in the shape of sugar and coarse cloth. The former is now, 
however, of little importance, only two refineries remaining out 
of twenty that existed a few years ago. No fewer than 300 looms 
are at work, belonging to the Julahas of the place, and the cotton 
fabrics go for the most part to Lower Bengal. Shoes are made 
by the CJhamars and exported to Ghapra, Ghazipur, Buxar and 
other places, while large numbers are sold in the surrounding 
villages. The town derives its supplies of grain, piece-goods and 
other necessaries from the large bazar of Eaniganj, owned by the 
Lumraon estate and situated in the village of Kotwa, two miles 
to the north, this market being the chief trade centre for the whole 
pargana. In Bairia markets are held in the bazar four days in 
each week. The public institutions of the town include the 
police-station, with a good masonry building, the post-office, a 
cattle-pound, a mud-built sarai and a middle vernacular school, 
housed in a substantial building. The largest edifice in Bairia 
is the house of the Pandas, standing on a raised foundation, 
whic^ renders it a coiispicuous object from every side, though of 
no architectural merit. In Soubarsa, a mile to the east, is the 
dispensary known as the Boberts hospital. 

The town is subject to the provisions of Act XX of 1856, 
which has been in force since 1873. There wire 1,500 houses in 
the place in 1906, and of these 903 were assessed to taxation. 
The average income from the house-tax for the precediug three 
years was lls. 1,165, which gave an incidence of Be. 1-2-10 per 
assessed house and Be. 0-2-1 per head of population. The total 
receipts from all sources, including the opening balance, w^as 
Rs. 1,422 for the same period, and the expenditure Bs. 1,166. 
The principal items were Es. 648 for the upkeep of the local 
police force, Es. 186 for the maintenance of the conservancy 
staff, and Bs. 148 for local public improvements. 


BALLIA, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia. 

The place which gives its name to the district is a fair-sized 
town lying on the banks of the Ganges in 25^,44' N. and 84° 10' 

11a 



166 


Bidlia District 


at a distance of 42 miles east from Ghazipur, 21 miles from Easra 
and ten miles from Bansdih. Metalled roads connect it ‘with 
Ghazipur and the t\YO other tahsils of this district, and also with 
Hanumanganj on the road to Sikandarpur; while nnmetalled 
roads run north-east to Sahatwar, and east to Haldi and Bairia. 
The branch line of the Bengal and North-Western Eailway from 
Benares and Ghazipur to Chand Diara passes to the north of the 
town, with a branch leading to Mau on the north-west : prior 
to its construction the nearest station was at Dumraon on the 
East Indian Eailway, 13 miles to the south, and only aocessible 
by means of a ferry over the Ganges and a very indifferent road, 
whijh is generally impassable for wheeled traffic during the 
rains. 

The population of Ballia as enumerated on different oocaslons 
has exhibited great fluctuations during the past fifty years ; but 
the figures are almost useless for the purposes of comparison, as 
the area has varied so greatly with the changes both of the Ganges 
and of the municipal boundaries. In 1853 the number of 
inhabitants was 8,288, and this rose to 10,829 in 1865, but fell in 
1872 to 8,621. In 1881 the population residing within municipal 
limits was 15,320, and ten years later it was 16,372. At the last 
census of 1901 the place contained 15,278 persons, of whom 7,600 
were females. Classified by religions, there were 12,071 Hindus, 
2,934 Musalmans, 6 Christians and 288 others, chiefly Sikhs and 
Aryas. Since the census the area has been further extended, 
resulting in an increase of the population; but the dominant 
fa itor is the Ganges, which has played so important a part in the 
annals of the town. 

The origin of the name has long been a matter of dispute. 
The local derivation is from Balmik or Valmiki, the celebrated 
Hindu poet, wffiose residence here was commemorated, it is said, 
by a shrine which has long been washed away. It is, however, 
equally probable that the word merely means sandy, and in that 
case the parable of the house built on the sand might be quoted 
with much aptitude. The place is doubtless of great antiquity, as 
the many legends bear witness, and some have identified Ballia with 
the site of the Buddhist temple of the Vast Solitude, mentioned 
by tho Chinese pilgrims. The confluence of the Ganges with the 
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Sarju gave it peculiar sanctity in the eyes of Hindus^ and made 
it the scene of great assemblages which are maintained to this day 
in the form of the Dadri fair. At one time the noted ascetic 
Bhirugj a son of Brahma^ dwelt here, and his temple, known as 
Bhirugasram, marked the holy spot till it was carried away by 
the river. The existing shrine is the third at least of that name, 
and stands further inland than its predecessors, near the Dharma- 
vanya tank, an ancient excavation where thousands of Bisliis are 
said to have performed their yoga. It would seem that the earliest 
temple marked a former confluence to the south-east of the town, 
whereas now the waters of the two rivers unite near Bansthaua 
some distance to the west of Ballia ; but the fair continues to be 
held as near as possible to the old site, on the sandy stretches by 
the river. Some account of the gathering has already been given 
in Chapter II. 

It appears that formerly the Ganges flowed at a considerable 
distance to the south of its present course. There is a long jhil 
near Bhojpur, a few miles from Dumraon, and fully ten miles 
south of Ballia, which evidently marks the course taken by the 
main stream long ago. Bhojpur too stands on a high cliff that 
clearly represents the old flood bank, and similar traces of a former 
but later course exist at Niazipur five miles south of Ballia; 
while between these two places is a wide expanse of sand indi- 
cating more recent ravages on the part of the stream. In 1849 
at any rate the town of Ballia was at a safe distance from the 
river, the main site standing on land which is now on the Shahabad 
side. The Katehar nala, which flows along the western outskirts 
of the town, then joined the Sarju, the latter falling into the 
Ganges some miles to the south-east ; whereas now the junction is 
two miles or more to the west, and the Katehar flows directly into 
the Ganges. The old town was a little place on the north bank 
of the Sarju or Tons, and stood on the lands of Tajpur, Turk 
Ballia, Bijaipur and Qazipur, which gave their names to the four 
muhallas. It was first seriously threatened about 1873, and in 
the ensuing four years all the better portion was swept away, 
in spite of the efforts made to control the current. By 1877 the 
stream had advanced within 500 yards of the tahsil buildings 
.and the district courts, but in that year the movement was 
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checked and no further action seemed imminent. The English 
school, the dispensary and the old mosque had been destroyed, 
and new sites for the school and hospital were selected to the 
north of the new town. No vestige of old Ballia now remains, 
and even the villages on which it stood have disappeared, save 
for small fragments of Bijaipiir and Bankata, a hamlet of Qazipur. 
The result of this erosion was a general migratjion of the inhabit- 
ants northwards, so that a new town sprang up at a safer distance 
from the river. It was built in the shape of a quadrangle, with 
the longer side resting on the Bairia road, which was lined with 
houses for a length of nearly tw^o miles. In the middle of the 
town is a handsome masonry bazar of a circular form knowm as 
Robertsganj. This gave its name to a muhalla of the new town, 
the others being Satiwara, Bhirugasram and Makhdumhi, the 
last being called after a Musalman saint named Makhdum Shah 
who is said to have been the first settler. 

Before long this new towm also began tc be threatened by 
the continued tendency towards a more northerly course on the part 
of the Ganges. Between 1883 and 1889 erosion was gradual, but 
the bank had receded by 384 feet ,* and from that time the process 
became more rapid, 136 feet going in 1890, and in the next three 
years 1,000 feet were w^ashed away. The tahsil buildings were ’ 
carried aw^ay, and the destruction of the district offices, which 
stood near the junction of the Bairia and Hanumanganj roads, 
seemed imminent. It was then resolved to move the headquarters 
from Ballia to a safer situation, and eventually Korantadih was 
selected : the courts and offices were dismantled, and the transfer 
took place on the 8th of April 1894. This move was, however, of 
a partial nature only. The tahsil and themunsifs court remained 
at Ballia, being located in the collector’s house ; the dispensary 
, and high school were undisturbed ; and a joint magistrate continued 
in residence here for the public convenience of the district generally, 
as the new headquarters lay in the extreme south-western corner 
of the tract. As early as 1896 it was noticed that new alluvium 
was forming at Taranpur to the west, and this indicated a 
tendency on the part of the river to shift to the opposite side, but 
for a time nothing was done, as the main stream still flowed 
immediately under the town. In 1896 it was found that the old 
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cutcherry was yet untouched, and the question of restoring Ballia 
to its former position was once more considered. It appeared 
that the existence of a kanJccir reef at the present junction of the 
Katehar nala and Ganges was a sufBcient safeguard against much 
further erosion, and was likely to turn the river more towards 
Bheopurdiar than against Eallia, A new site for the civil 
station was selected to the north of the railway, and in 1897 
an area of some 240 acres was taken up for the purpose. The 
buildings were for the most part completed by the beginning 
of 1901, and the headquarters were moved again to Ballia on the 
25th of March in that year. For a time the Ganges remained com- 
paratively stable, but in 1904 further erosion became imminent, 
and a large section of the population was compelled to abandon 
their homes. In order to provide accommodation a fresh site was 
chosen immediately to the south of the railway station^ comprising 
l2o acres in the villages of Bishunpur, Jagdispur, Bidua, Medua 
and Middhi. A rectangular chaiih was built in the centre, and 
a road was made to connect it with the station on the north and 
with Robertsganj on the south. Several other roads, intended to 
serve as main arteries of traffic for the new town, and connected 
with each other by cross roads, radiate from the central chauk; 
in the middle of the latter is a well, surrounded by an enclosed 
space, intersected by pathways. A system of drainage is being 
carried out, and trees have been planted along all the roads. 
The area has been divided up into sites, which are regularly 
leased for building purposes. The place has as yet a somewhat 
empty appearance; though numerous sites have been taken up^ 
and houses have been built or are being built in fair numbers 
the town as a whole is far from densely populated, and there are 
many spaces still awaiting oconpation. 

The civil station extends northwards fejOUFThe railway, 
along which are the quarters of the raihvay*^taff, on either side 
of the Hanumanganj road. To the south are the opium bungalow 
and the old cemetery and opposite them are the sessions house 
and the municipal and district board^s offices. North of the 
latter stand the engineer's office and the courts and treasury- 
v^hile to the west of the road are the residences of the collector^ 
joint magistrate and superintendent of police, as well as the 
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club. The station, which is surrounded by a good road, also 
contains the tahsil buildings, the munsif^s court, and residences 
for the chief subordinate ofiScials. 

The other public buildings are for the most part along the 
Hanumanganj road south of the railway. They comprise the 
inspection bungalow, the dispensary, the police hospital, the post- 
ofBce, the police lines, jail and the Kotwali police-station, and 
the old collector’s bungalow, now occupied by the civil surgeon. 
Land on both sides of this road has been acquired by the muni- 
cipality, to prevent the growth of undesirable bazars and hxstis. 
In addition to the high school which remains on its old site, 
there are seven aided schools, and two Sanskrit pathshalaS) as 
well as the tahsili vernacular middle school. 

The trade and manufactures of Ballia are of little importance. 
The latter consist mainly of coarse cloth, turned out by about forty 
looms, sugar, saltpetre, iron and brass utensils. Sugar is collected 
from the neighbouring villages, and exported to Agra, Calcutta 
and elsewhere, while other exports include ghi and oilseeds. The 
chief imports are rice, which comes in large quantities from 
Gorakhpur and Lower Bengal, and cloth from Calcutta aud 
Ghazipur, The Dadri fair, already mentioned, is the scene of 
great commercial activity, and largely contributes towards the 
prosperity of the town. 

Ballia was in 1860 brought under the operations of Act XX 
of 1866, but in November 1871 it was raised to the status of a 
municipality. Its affairs are managed by a board of ten 
members, including the magistrate as chairman. The income is 
derived mainly from a tax according to circumstance and property, 
this being largely supplemented by the surplus proceeds from the 
Dadri fair. The details of income and expenditure for each year 
since 1890 will be found in the appendix.* In addition to 
the muhallas mentioned above, the municipal area includes the 
villages of Bijaipur, Tola Guru Narayan, Chandanpur, Wazira- 
puT; Monimath; Naupah, Eidua, Harpur and its hamlets 
known as Qazipura, Tola Lachhmi Prasad and Chhapra Bahor 
Khan, Ramaipur,Pu.chhehra, Kanspur,Middhi, Bishnipur, Jagdis- 
pur, Neori Yarpur, Eampur Udaibhan, Harpur Chandrabhan, 
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M adhopur^ and the hamlet of Chhapra Basant Pande. Many of 
these villages were added when the new civil station was built, 
^^hile on the other hand many, such as Bijaipnr and Wazirapur, 
have been extensively diluviated. 

BALLI A Pargana, Tahsil Ballia . 

This is the central pargana of the headquarters tahsil, and 
the largest of the four that make up that subdivision. It is 
bounded on the west by Kopaehit East and for a short distance 
by Garha, on the north by pargana Kharid of the Bansdih tahsil, 
on the east by Doaha, and on the south by the Ganges, beyond 
which lies the Shahabad district of Bengal. In shape it resembles 
a rectangle with an extremely irregular southern boundary. The 
Ganges at present flows along its borders with two great bends 
northwards, leaving a deep and broad promontory in between, 
extending some miles south of the village of Jauhi, The 
periodical variations in the course of the river are extraordinarily 
great, so that the total area varies from time to time to a 
considerable extent, though loss in one place is usually compensated 
by gain in another. In 1906 it amounted to 116,581 acres or 182 
square miles, while for the preceding five years the figure was 
116,344 acres, and in 1881 the returns showed a total of 178‘9 
square miles. 

The pargana is the most densely populated and at the same 
time the most fertile in the district. The greater portion resembles 
Doaba, and is composed of more or less recent alluvium, the 
surface being nearly level, though in most cases the bank of the 
Ganges is somewhat higher than the land in the interior. The 
result of this is illustrated by the periodical flooding which occurs 
in taluqa Ser, and which is due not only to the fact that the 
jhils when swollen by the rains have no longer a natural outlet, 
but also to the overflow from the river which inundates the 
depression. Another instance is afforded by the Katehar, which 
normally carries off the surplus waters of the Suraha Tal, flowing 
from north to south and joining the Ganges a little west of Ballia 
town. When the great river is in flood, however, its waters 
pour into the channels of the Katehar, submerging the country 
on its banks, and contributing a greater volume to the Suraha 
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Tal than is received by the lake in the form of drainage from 
the surrounding country. The Sai'ju on the other hand is not 
liable to such a 3 tion; it flows down from the upland tract 
a deep bed, traversing the extreme south-western corner of the 
pargana, and at present uniting with the Ganges near Bansthana, 
some three miles west of Ballia. While a considerable propor- 
tion of the pargana is subject to annual inundation and the 
consequent changes of boundary and configuration, the northern 
and western parts are higher and comparatively free from floods. 
The tract adjoining pargana Kopachit properly belongs to the 
uplands of the district, while to the east of the Suraha Tal there 
is a small block forming a continuation of the upland portion 
of Kharid. Between these uplands and the river bank the 
country is comparativly ancient alluvium, although this fact does 
not necessarily protect it from the Ganges, which washed away 
the old town of Ballia and obliterated its site which had been 
inhabited for centuries. The soil of the pargana is for the most 
part a fertile and consisteiib loam, whde on the higher ground it 
is lighter, and in the depressions it stiffens into a strong clay. 
Along the Ganges there are several stretches of sand, sometimes 
covered with coarse grass and tamarisk, but as a rule the deposit 
left by the river is of a very rich description. 

The excellence of the pargana is shown by the high general 
state of development. Bor the five years ending in lOOC the 
average area under cultivation was 86,072 acres or 74 per cent, 
of the whole pargana, a proportion which is only exceeded in 
Garha and Kopachit East, The culturable area averages 11,958 
acres or 10*3 per cent., but from this there should pioperly be 
made a doduction of 3,837 acres of groves and some 2,500 acres 
of new fallow; this leaves a very small proportion available for 
fresh cultivation, and much of this even is of little value, except 
perhaps as grazing land. The barren area comprises 18,313 
acres, of which 6,099 acres are under waber and 6,120 acres 
occupied by roads, railways, village sites and buildings. There 
is but little irrigation, for little is ordinarily required, except in 
the upland tract and in the case of garden crops, which are 
watered from both masonry and small temporary wells. The 
average area irrigated is 13*8 per cent# of. the cultivation, and 
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almost the whole of this is supplied from wells^ the number of 
which could be largely increased in time of drought. As in 
JDoaba; the rabi is by far the more important harvest^ owing to 
the annual floods; the average area sown is 66^377 acres in the 
rabi and 47,291 acres in the hharif. The chief staples grown in 
the former are wheat, which alone and in combination occupies 
23*3 per cent, of the area; barley, 22*6 per cent,; gram, either 
sown alone or with barley, 29*1 percent.; and peas, 12*1 per cent. 
There is a fair amount of opium cultivation, which covers on an 
average 400 acres. In the kharif maize predominates, constitut- 
ing 38*2 per cent, of the harvest, and after this come rice with 
14*2 per cent., kodon with 11*7 per cent, and sugarcane with 6*2 
per cent., the rest consisting mainly in arhar and hajra. The 
double-cropped area is unusually large, averaging 33 per cent, 
of the net cultivation, this figure being only exceeded in Doaba 
and Garha, in either of which very similar conditions prevail. 

Among the cultivators Brahmans and Eajputs preponderate, 
and next come Ahirs, Koeris, Kahars, Bhuinhars and Chamars, 
The higher castes usually employ hired labour, but on the whole 
the standard of husbandry is superior to that of any other 
pargana, and both proprietors and tenants are for the most part in 
prosperous circumstances. At the present time 22 per cent, of 
the land is included in proprietary cultivation, either as sir or 
khudkasht ; 38 per cent, is held by tenants at fixed rates, 28 per 
cent, by occupanoy tenants, and only nine per cent, by tenants- 
at-will, the remainder being rent-free. As much as 25 per cent, 
is sublet, chiefly in the proprietary and fixed rate areas. There 
are no separate returns for ganwadkdars, who are very numer- 
ous in this pargana, and though in former days they were 
classed as occupancy tenants, they more closely resemble zamin^ 
dars; some account of this tenure has already been given in 
chapter III. A large number of the tenants are also zamindarSj 
their proprietary holdings being either in other villages or in 
other parts of the same village. The average rent-rate for sub- 
tenants is now Es. 12-12-3 per acre, this figure being only 
exceeded in Doaba* Tenants at fixed rates pay Es. 4-1-10, 
occupancy tenants Es, 4-12-9, and tenants-at-will Es. 5-7-9 per 
acre. 
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The revenue demand in 1906 is shown in the appendix.* 
It then amounted to Rs. 1^53,413, to which may bo added 
Rs. 14,616 on account of acreage rate and Es. 2,449 for other 
cesses, There are altogether 394 villages divided at present into 
1,193 mahal&j of which all save two are permanently settled. 
The prevailing form of tenure is joint minhidarij which occurs 
in 722 mahalsj while of the rest single zamindari is found in 
241, perfect pattidari in 95, imperfect pattidari in 123, and 
hhaiyachara in ten mahals. Of the various proprietary castes 
Rajputs own 72 per cent, of the land; Brahmans 11*6 per cent.; 
Bhuinhars seven percent. ; Kayastha 1*7 per cent. ; Musalmans one 
per cent. ; and other Hindus the remainder. The chief landowners 
include the Maharani of Dumraon, the Maharaja of Viziauagram, 
the Hon^ble Munshi Madho Lai of Benares, and the Bania family 
of Hanumanganj and Ballia. 

In the same connection some mention may be made of the 
various subdivisions of the pargana and their owners. These 
subdivisions are here known as taluqas and are of very vaiying 
size and value. Informer days almost all the land belonged to the 
Hayobans, at the head of whom was the Raja of Haldi, but with 
a few exceptions their possessions have passed into other hands 
and the Raja himself now has no land in the pargana. The 
Haldi tulagct of 24 villages is now owned by the Dumraon estate, 
as also are the 28 villages of Karnai, the nine villages of Gaighat, 
the 16 villages of Dighar, and the greater portion of Bigahi, as 
well as shares in several others. The Sonwani taluqas compris- 
ing 9,961 acres revenue-free, is hold by the Maharaja of Vizia- 
nagram, who pui'chased from the Musalman family, of which an 
account has been given in chapter III. The large alluvial taluqa 
of Sheopurdiar belongs to Ujjaiu Rajputs who are connected 
with the Dumraon family, Zirabaati, formerly held by Hayo- 
bans, is now the property of the Hanumanganj mahajanSy who 
have also acquired most of Gopalpur, another Hayobans estate 
of five villages. The Hayobans still retain the greater portion 
of Takarsand, nine villages ; Jamuan, 15 villages ; and the seven 
villages of Repura, though Kayaaths and Kalwars have pur- 
chased an important share in Jamuan, Dui'janpur, an estate of 


^ Appendix, Table X, 




Ballia Pargana. 


175 


27 villages^ was settled with Hayobans^ and was afterwards sold, 
the present proprietors being Brahmans, Eajpnts of different 
clans, Bhninhars and Kayasths. The talv^qas of Ser and Eohua- 
puras were in old days the property of Kin wars, and are now 
mainly owned by Munshi Maclho Lai. The Kinwars retain 
Chhata, a rich estate of 62 villages. The Basantpur taluqa, 
of five villages, important from the fact of its including the 
Suraha Tal, is owned by Donwar Eajpnts, who also possess the 
Micldha Dumri taluqa of 13 villages. Of the remaining taluqaSj 
Thamhanpnra, which is composed of four villages, belongs 
mainly to a large community of Brahmans ; Janari, also of four 
villages, was sold by the Eaja of Haldi and is now held by 
Kalwars and others ; and Amdari, seven villages, is the property 
of Sheikhs, whose ancestors obtained the permanent settlement. 

At the census of 1872 the pargana had a population of 
152,045, but this" was probably incorrect, as in 1881 the total had 
risen to 197,791. Ten years later there was a further increase to 
201,670, but since that time it has remained stationary, the 
number of inhabitants in 1901 being 200,124, of whom 186,014 
were Hindus, 13,829 Musalmans aud 281 of other religions. 
The only town in the pargana is that of Ballia itself, but there 
are many villages with large populations. Among the most 
prominent of these are Haldi, Sheopurdiar, Bhalsand, Jauhiy 
Chhata, Basantpur, Nagwa, Karnai and Hanumanganj, each of 
which forms the subject of a separate article. Means of commu- 
nication are afforded both by the railway and by numerous roads. 
The former enters the pargana near Phephna, and after reaching 
Ballia turns north-east to Gharauli, near which is the Bansdih 
Eoad station, thence continuing towards Sahatwar. Metalled 
roads run from Ballia to Ghazipur and Bansdih, a branch from the 
former leading to Easra, while the road to Sikandarpur is metalled 
as far as Hanumanganj, Of the unmetalled roads the chief are 
those leading from Ballia to Haldi and Bairia, to Sahatwar and 
Eeoti, and to Jauhi, while another connects Haldi with Sahatwar. 

The history of the pargana is mainly that of the district as 
a whole. The aboriginal Cherus are said to have been ousted by 
the Hayobans and other Eajpnts, who held the tract under the 
Baja of Haldi till the latter was ejected by Balwant Singh of 
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Benares in 1760. The management was then entrusted to an 
amii, and at the permanent settlement about 16^000 acres were 
given to the Eaja o£ Haldi and the remainder settled with the 
village headmen or 'muqaddams. Although it was expressly laid 
down that these muqaddami tenures should be considered equally 
permanent and liable to the same conditions as those of ^amin-- 
dars, a general belief prevailed up to 1S40 that they were of a 
somewhat different nature; but in the revision of that year even 
the nominal distinction was dropped^ and the Eaja of Haldi 
was compelled to abandon any hopes he might have retained of 
regaining his old position in the pargana. 


BALLIA Tahsil 

This is the southern subdivision of the district, being made 
up of the four parganas of Ballia, Doaba, Kopaohit East, and 
Garha, each of which forms the subject of a separate article. It 
is of very irregular shape, being a long and narrow stretch of 
country, except in the extreme west, where it broadens out to a 
width of some 26 miles, while to the east the breadth from north 
to south is barely three miles ; the extreme length from east to west 
is about 42 miles. The tahsil is bounded on the north by 
Bansdih, on the east by the Ghagra, which separates it from the 
Saran district, on the west by pargana Kopaohit west and the 
Muhammadabad tahsil of Ghazipur, and on the south by the 
Ganges, beyond which lies the district of Shahabad. In conse- 
quence of the vagaries of the latter river the area is at all times 
liable to change, though the net variation is comparatively small, 
losses in one direction being usually compensated by additions 
elsewhere. The total area taking the average for the five years 
ending in 1906 was 285,875 acres or 446*7 square miles, of which 
207,644 acres were cultivated, the proportion ranging from 65-3 
per cent, in Doaba to no less than 82*7 per cent, in Garha, the 
latter figure being exceeded in no other portion of the district. 

The whole of pargana Doaba and the greater part of Ballia 
and Garha are included in the alluvial tract of the Ganges, 
while Kopaohit East and a narrow stretch of country in the west 
and north of Ballia belong to the upland formation. The 
drainage of the latter is effected by the Sarju, and its tributaries 
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the Mangai and the Budhi, while further east it falls into the 
great lake known as the Suraha Tal. The overflow from this 
lake passes into the Ganges by the Eatehar, though in times of 
flood the acfcion is frequently , reversed. There is a tract with 
defective drainage in pargana Ballia^ of which mention has 
been made in chapter I. As a whole, the tahsil is the most 
fertile in the district, and in spite of the inundations of the Ganges 
it is less liable to deterioration than other parts. 

For administrative purposes it forms a subdivision in the 
charge of a full-powered oflhcer on the district staff. There is a 
tahsildar with headquarters at Ballia, while at the present time 
Babu Padam Deo Narayan Singh of Bairia is an honorary 
magistrate of the third class for the Bairia and Eeoti police 
circles, and Babu Eajendra Partab Narayan Singh has similar 
powers in thana Hald\. The civil jurisdiction in the jpargana of 
Ballia and Doaba is included in that of the Ballia munsif, while 
pargana Garha belongs to the munsif of Muhammadabad in 
Ghazipur, and Kopachit East to the munsif of Basra. Under 
the present arrangements there are police-stations at Ballia, 
Haldi, Bairia, Garwar and Eorantadih, but under the new scheme 
several modifications are likely to be introduced, the Haldi station 
being abolished and the circle divided between those of Ballia, 
Reoti and Bairia ; while that of Korantadih will be moved to 
Narhi and an outpost left in its place ; and the two outposts at 
Phephna and at Tola Siwan in pargana Doaba will be retained. 

When the census of 1881 was taken the tahsil had not 
yet assumed its present form, for the Garha pargana was still 
included in the Ghazipur district. The approximate figure fo-r 
the existing area at that enumeration was 383,523, though this 
does not take into account a few detached villages subsequently 
added. In 1891 the tahsil contained 406,151 inhabitants, and 
this had dropped at the following census to 405,623, of whom 
215,528 were females. Classified according to religions, there 
were 382,204 Hindus, 23,101 Musalmans, 273 Sikhs, 27 Chris- 
tians, 15 Aryas and three Jains. Among the various Hindu 
castes Brahmans take the lead with 61,793 representatives, and 
then come Rajputs, 52,919. The latter belong to a great variety 
of clans, among the most prominent of which are the Hayobansj 
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Karcholia^ Kausik, Gautam^ Bais, Chandel and Bisen. Next 
come Ahirs, 44;247 ; Chamars, 28,845; Koeris, 25,276; Bhuin- 
bars, 21,632, chiefly in pargana Garha; and Banias, 18,341, 
two-thirds of them belonging to the Kandu subdivision. The 
majority of the Musalmans belong to the Julaha caste, of whom 
there were 14,226. The tahsil is mainly agricultural, and 
according to the census returns 67 per cent* of the people were 
directly dependent on cultivation, while another nine per cent, 
were employed as general labourers. The chief industries, 
other than those connected with the supply of food and drink, 
are cotton weaving, and the manufacture of oil, sugar, saltpetre 
and metal vessels. The chief towns of the tahsil are Ballia, Bairia 
and Baragaon. Apart from tliese there are many large villages, to 
which reference will be found in the various pargana articles. 

Means of communication have been immensely improved 
by the introduction of the railway. The tahsil is served not 
only by the line from Man in Azamgarh to Chand Diara on 
the Ghagra, connected by a ferry with Revelganj in Saran, 
but also by the branch from Phephna to Ghazipur. On the 
former there are stations at Phephna, Ballia, Bansdih Eoad, 
Suremanpur and Chand ’Diara, and on the latter at Chit 
Pirozpur or Baragaon. The chief metalled road is that leading 
from Ballia to Korantadih and Ghazipur, with its branches to 
Basra and Baragaon. The others include the station roads of 
Ballia and those leading to Bansdih and Hanumanganj, the 
latter being a portion of rhe road connecting Ballia with Sikan- 
darpnr. The position of the unmetalled roads, which are very 
numerous, will be seen by a reference to the map. The river 
is still used to some extent as a highway, the steamers plying 
between Buxar and Digha-ghat calling daily at Ballia and at 
Nauranga near Haldi. There are many ferries over the Ganges 
giving access to the Shahabad district, and a list of them will he 
found in the appendix. There, too, lists are given showing the 
schools, post-offices, markets and fairs of the tahsil. 

BANSDIH, Pargana Kharid, Tahsil Baksdih. 

The headquarters of the tahsil are located in a small town 
Standing in 26° 53' north latitude and 84^ 14' east longitude. 
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at a distance of eleven miles north from Ballia; v^ith which 
it is connected by a metalled road. The Bansdih Eoad station 
on the railway is some five miles distant, being connected by a 
short metalled branch with that from Bansdih to Ballia. Other 
roads run south-east to Sahatwar, Eeoti and Eairia, north-west 
to Sikandarpur and Turtipar, and east to Sukhpura and Garwar. 
The town is merely a large village clustering round several 
artificial mounds or garhisy on which stand the more pretentions 
houses of the leading zamindars. Most of the houses are built 
on raised sites, owing to the low level of the surrounding country. 
The effect is to make the place conspicuous from a distance, and 
the neighbourhood is rendered picturesque by the numerous 
groves and tanks. Its internal aspect is, however, impaired by 
the many unsightly pits and excavations, the presence of many 
ruined mud houses, and the absence of any regular street. 

Little is known of its early history, though tradition states 
that it lay in the heart of the Gheru country. There are no 
remains attributed to this race in Bansdih itself, but the ruins of 
the fort held by their last Eaja are pointed out in the neighbouring 
and now almost deserted village of Deorhi. The Cherus were 
displaced by theNaraulia or Narauni Eajputs, whose descendants 
still own much of the surrounding country. In 1841 they were 
described by Mr. Eaikes as the most influential tribe of Eajputs in 
the district, but soon afterwards they began to suffer from the 
effects of their extravagance and litigation, with the result that 
a considerable portion of their property has been sold, and 
though they are still the principal residents of the place, they are 
in comparatively reduced circumstances. The showy mansions 
of their forefathers are mostly in ruins, and form an eloquent 
contrast to the mud-built houses occupied by tbe families of the 
present generation. The purchasers were the descendants of 
Deokinandan Singh, the famous Bhuinhar tahsildar : though the 
members of this family generally reside in Benares, the town of 
Bansdih has always been their country residence and the head- 
quarters of their large estate. They own part of the lands of Bans- 
dih itself, which cover 1,101 acres and are assessed at Es. 2,309, 

The population of the town in 1853 was 7,620 souls, but this 
dropped to 6,247 in 1865, rising again to 7,319 in 1872, and to 
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9,617 in 1881, Ten years later a further decline was observed, 
the total being 9,447, but at the last census in 1901 Bauadih 
.contained 10,024 inhabitants, of whom 9,249 were Hindus, 744 
Musalmans and 31 of other religions, chiefly Sikhs and Aryas, 
The place has little trade, and the markets held twice a week in 
the bazar are of purely local importance. There is one sugar 
refinery and three factories for the manufacture of saltpetre, while 
the weavers turn out small quantities of country cloth. As a 
trade centre the town is overshadowed both by Maniar and 
Sahatwar, which are far more favourably situated. It was not 
till the lOth of April 1882 that Bansdih became the headquarters 
of a separate tahsil. The courts aud offices were at first lodged 
in a temporary building, the present two-storeyed structure 
having attained completion in 1887. Other public institutions 
include a first-class police-station, a post-office, at present accom- 
modated in a hired house, a cattle-pound, a well-attended mid- 
dle vernacular school and a dispensary. The last is under 
the management of the district board, -and was built by public 
subscription : it bears the name of the Maharani Saranmai dis- 
pensary in honour of the Maharani of Qasim Bazar, who contri-^ 
buted the sum of Rs. 3,000 towards the cost of erection. 

Bansdih is administered under the provisions of the Sanita- 
tion Act and also of Act XX of 1856, the latter having been in 
force since 1878. There were 1,982 houses in the town in 1906, 
and of these about 580 were assessed to taxation ; formerly the 
number was very much greater, but in that year a change of 
policy was introduced, whereby the poorer houses were exempted. 
The average income from the house-tax for the three preceding 
years wasRs. 1,205, giving an incidence of Re. 1-4-9 per assessed 
house and Re, 0-2-2 per head of population The total receipts 
for the same period, including the opening balance, averaged 
Rs. 1,950, aud the expenditure Rs, 1,770 j the main items being 
Rs. 760 for the upkeep of the town police, Rs. 258 for the conser- 
vancy staff and Rs, 605 for local public improvements. 


BANSDIH Tahsil. 

This tahsil lies along the northern boundary of the district, 
^he Gbagra river washing its borders for thesentire length on the 
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north and separating it from the districts of Gorakhpur and 
Saran. The tract is roughly triangular in shape, tapering away 
to a point in the extreme east. To the south lies the JBallia tahsil, 
while tliat of Easra marches with it on the west. Bansclih is 
made up of the two parganas of Kharid and Sikandarpur East, 
each of which will be separately described. It had in 1906 a 
total area of 237,858 acres or 371^6 s(piare miles; but this 
figure varies from year to year with the alterations in the course 
of the Ghagra, which sometimes swallows large stretches of the 
alluvial soil on its banks and transfers them to the opposite side, 
while on other occasions the action is reversed, strips of new 
deposit being thrown up on the southern shore. The cultivated 
area in the same year was 160,996 acres or 261*5 square miles, 
the average proportion of cultivation to the total area being about 
68 per cent. 

Topographically the tahsil is divided into two distinct tracts, 
the one comprising the alluvial land along the Ghagra, and the 
other the upland or older formation. The latter extends over 
the greater part of Sikandarpur East and the western and south- 
ern portions of Kharid. It is drained by several small water- 
courses running from west to east and falling into the Ghagra or 
its back-waters, or else into the great Suraha Tal to the south- 
west of Bansdih. The low alluvium is cut up by numerous 
channels, of which the Tengraha alone has a perennial flow. In 
many instances the abandoned river beds have become silted np, 
and this has resulted in the formation of several large lakes, of 
which the most remarkable are those of Mundiari and Eeoti. 

The tahsil forms a subdivision of the district and is in the 
charge of a full-powered officer. There is a tahsildar with head- 
quarters at Bansdih, and at the present time Babu Bisheswar 
Kunwar of Sahatwar is an honorary magistrate with third class 
powers within the limits of the Bansdih police circle, while Babu 
Padam Deo Narayan Singh of Bairia has similar power in the 
Eeoti circle, and Maulvi Abul Baka in that of Sikandarpur. 
The civil jurisdiction is divided between the munsifs of Ballia 
and Easra, the former having Kharid in his charge and the latter 
Sikandarpur East. Police-stations are maintained at Bansdih, 
Sikandarpur and Eeoti. Their circles comprise almost the 
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entire area^ though a few villages of Sikandarpur East are 
included in the jurisdiction of the Ubhaon and Nagra thanas in 
the Rasra tahsil. 

The first census of this subdivision to be taken after the 
constitution of the district was that of 1881, when the population 
numbered 287,292 souls. The total dropped to 281,631 in 1891, 
but at the last enumeration in 1901 the tahsil contained 293,919 
inhabitants, of whom 163,069 were females. A classification by 
religions showed 274,388 Hindus, 19,462 Musalmans, 42 Sikhs, 
23 Aryas and four Christians. Rajputs are the predominant 
Hindu caste, numbering 37,376; they belong to many different 
clans, of which the most important are the Sengars, Naraunis, 
Barwars, Nikumbhs, Bais, Gautams and Eaghubansis. Next to 
them come Ahirs, 32,083; Brahmans, 29,916; Koeris, 23,683; 
Bhars, 21,041; Chamars, 18,069; Banias, 12,097 ; and Bhuinhars, 
9,029. As elsewhere, Julahas form the bulk of the Musalman 
population, numbering 10,110, and no other caste or tribe occurs 
in any strength, except perhaps the Sheikhs, who are fairly numer- 
ous in the neighbourhood of Sikandarpur. The tahsil resembles 
the rest of the district in being almost wholly agricultural, and 
according to the census returns 69 per cent, of the people were 
directly dependent on agriculture, and an additional six per 
cent, on general labour. There are no manufactures or indus- 
tries of any note, but mention may be made of cotton-weaving 
and sugar -and saltpetre refining, though neither of the latter 
assumes the same prominence as in other tahsils. The trade is, 
however, considerable, and the five towns of Maniar, Sahatwar, 
Bansdih, Reoti and Sikandarpur are all commercial centres of 
some note, especially the first two. 

The northern portions of the tahsil suffer from defective 
means of communication, but it has been recently proposed to 
construct a branch line of railway giving access to Maniar 
and Sikandarpur. At present the railway only touches the 
southern confines of Kharid, passing to the south of Sahatwar 
and ROoti, with stations at each place. The Bansdih Road station 
lies in the Ballia tahsil, but is connected with Bansdih by a metal- 
led road. The other roads are unmetalled and often of an infe- 
rior description. The chief are those connecting Sikandarpur 
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•with the three tahsil headquarters^ that running to Bansdih being 
a portion of the road from Bairia and Sahatwar to Turtipar and 
Dohri-ghat in the Azamgarh district. The position of the other 
roads will be seen in the map. The Ghagra is crossed in several 
places by ferries^ a list of which may be seen in the appendix. 
There, too, are given lists of the schools, post-offices, markets and 
fairs of the tahsil. 


BARAGAON, Pargana Kopaohit East, Tahsil 
Ballia. 

The town of Baragaon, otherwise known as Chit Piroz^^ur 
from the name of the two component villages, is situated in 26*^ 
46' N. and 84® 1' E., some ten miles west from Ballia, three miles 
south-west from Phephna, and about two miles from the Ghazipur 
road, with which it is connected by a metalled branch leading 
to the station on the line of railway from Ghazipur to Phephna. 
The same road continues westwards in an unmetalled state to 
Ghazipur, keeping to the south of and parallel to the railway. 
Chit lies to the north of the line and to the west of the station, 
close to the right bank of the Sarjn, while Firozpur is to the 
south, on either side of the road. The former is the more densely 
populated, and consists of an irregular assemblage of mud houses 
without regular streets, and traversed only by narrow and tor-* 
tuous lanes. Being of considerable age the site is raised and 
consequently the drainage towards the Sarju is effective. The 
population of the place numbered 12,234 in 1853, but has since 
declined. In 1881 it was 10,847, and this fell to 10,725 in 1891, 
while at the last census Baragaon contained 9,406 inhabitants, of 
whom 848 were Musalmans. 

Baragaon is the principal residence of the Kausik Rajputs, 
who hold almost all the pargana of Kopachit south of the Sarju. 
The lands of Chit and Pirozpur cover 334 acres, assessed at Rs. 338, 
and owned by a Kausik community. Their patron saint is Bhikha 
Shah, who holds a position analogous to that of Nath Baba, 
the holy man of the Sengars. His followers have a monastery 
here, and from the road can be seen the tombs of the departed 
leaders of the sect with their seven domes. Adjoining the town, 
on either side of the road, are two large tanks. One is of stone 
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masonry throughout, the finest in the district, and was built some 
years ago by a banker named Din Dayal Earn, a Barhai by caste, 
at a coat of more than a lakh of rupees. Bargaon possesses a 
post-office, an up];>er primary school, a cattle-pound and a bazar 
in which markets are held twice a week. A considerable fair 
takes place here on the Dasehra festival in Kuar, and is attended 
by some 4,000 persons. 

The provisions of the Sanitation Act are in force in addition 
to those of Act XX of 1856, the latter having been estended in 
1899 to an area of 97 acres. In 1906 there were 2,186 houses in 
the town, of which 813 were assessed to taxation, the number of 
the latter having recently been reduced by exempting many of 
the poorer class. The average income from the house-tax for 
the three preceding years was Rs. 1,605, giving an incidence 
of Re. 1-9-10 per assessed house and Re, 0-2-6 per head of 
population. The total receipts for the same period, including the 
opening balance, averaged Rs. 2,022, and the expenditure Rs. 1,512, 
the chief items being Rs. 1,080 for the upkeep of the town police 
force, Es. 180 for the maintenance of a conservancy stafp, and 
Rs. 206 for local public improvements. 


BASANTPUR, Pargana and Tahsil 
Ballia, 

This large and flourishing village is situated on the northern 
borders of the pargana in 25° 49' N. and 84° 8' E., some two miles 
to the east of the road from Ballia to Sikandarpur, and six miles 
north of the district headquarters. The main site is built on the 
western bank of the Sui'aha Tal , and the whole of the produce of 
this lake belongs to the proprietors. The population at the last 
census numbered 4,229 souls, including 333 Musalmans. The 
principal Hindu inhabitants are Donwar Rajputs who formerly 
held all the Basantpur taluqa. This was settled in 1790 with 
Kishan Chand, the agent of the notorious Deokinandan Singh, 
but the Donwars took action under Regulation I of 1821 and 
recovered the greater portion of the estate. They still hold most 
of the village which has an area of 2,630 acres and is assessed at 
Rs. 3,006. Basantpur contains a lower primary school and a 
bazar in which markets are held twice a week. 
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BHADAON Pargana. 

This is the westernmost pargana of the tahsil and district, 
being -hounded on the west by Azamgarh, on the south by Ghazi- 
pur and on the north and east by pargana Sikandarpur West, 
which, like Bhadaon, formed part of Azamgarh till the constitution 
of the Ballia district in 1879. It is the smallest of all the par- 
gauas, having a total area of only 32,276 acres or 60'4 square 
miles. 

The pargana lies wholly in the upland portion of the district 
and in its general appearance is a level plain, chiefly characterised 
by a defective drainage system ; the land sloping imperceptibly 
from the north to the south towards the river Sarju, which for a 
very short distance touches the southern boundary. Along the 
northern border runs the irregular chain of swamps known 
as the Basnahi, which passes into pargana Sikandarpur near 
Ratanpura. A second ill-defined depression originates in the centre 
of the pargana, passing southwards in a succession of jhils, of which 
the largest is that at Itaura, to join the Sarju. In wet years 
considerable damage is done by flooding, and the effect of satura- 
tion is apparent from the presence of large tracts of barren u$ar. 
Clay is the prevalent soil, but in the more raised portions it 
changes into a light loam of considerable fertility. The pargana 
is mainly dependent on rice, and to a larger extent than any 
other is liable to suffer from an early cessation of the monsoon. 

The average cultivated area for the five years ending in 1906 
was 18,666 acres or 67-8 per cent, of the whole pargana. This is 
the lowest proportion in the district, and is solely due to the 
prevalence of usar. Much of the latter is nominally classified 
as culturable, the area coming under this head being 7,981 acres 
of which 641 were under groves and 1,224 were new or temporary 
fallow, the remainder being divided between old fallow and 
unproductive waste. The barren area occupies 6,627 acres or 
17-6 per cent, of the whole, including 1,806 acres under water 
and 866 acres occupied by sites, buildings and roads. The 
grove area is extremely small, being only 1-6 per cent, of the 
pargana, a proportion which is largely exceeded in every other 
part of the district, not even excepting Boaba. Means of 
irrigation are naturally abundant, and on an average no less 
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than 60 per cent, of the cultivated area receives water, this being 
the highest proportion in the district. This is obtained mainly 
from weEs, which account for 66 per cent,, but tanks, jhils and 
streams are utEized to a far greater extent than in other parganas 
of the district, although they have the disadvantage of failing in 
dry years when the need of water is greatest. The hharif is the 
more important harvest, averaging 13,134 acres as compared with 
10,002, acres cultivated in the rabi. The double-cropped area 
extends to some 24 per cent, of the net cultivation, this propor- 
tion being similar to that of pargana Sikandarpur "West. Kice 
accounts for no less than 56 per cent, of the Icharif area, the 
other principal crops being sugarcane, 14 per cent, and arhar 
eight per cent. In the rabi, peas take the lead with nearly 40 
per cent., this crop being generally grown in succession to early 
rice ; and then come barley with 31 per cent., and wheat either 
sown alone or in combination, with 15-6 per cent. The remainder 
consists chieEy in gram and a small amount of poppy. 

High caste tenants slightly preponderate, but much of their 
land is sublet or else worked by hired labour. No less than 49 
per cent, of the cultivation is in the hands of the proprietors, 
either as air or kjmdkasht^ this figure being only approached in 
Garha and Lakhnesar, in either of which practicaUy the entire 
pargana is or formerly was held by a single caste. Tenants at 
fixed rates hold eight per cent., occupancy tenants 19 per cent., 
and tenants-at-will 21 per cent., the remainder being either rent- 
free or held by ex-proprietary tenants. The sublet area is 
probably larger than in any other pargana of the district, 
amounting to more than 34 per cent, of the cultivation. The 
average rate paid by these shilcmi tenants is Es. 6-6-0 per acre, 
this being a fair index of the relative capacity of the tract. 
Tenants at fixed rates pay no more than Es. 3-1-2, occupancy 
tenants Es, 4-2-4, and tenants- at-will Es. 4-12-0, The difference 
between the last figure and that oitheshikmi holdings is due to the 
fact that aU the best land is either retained by the proprietors or else 
feultivatedby the privileged classes. The present revenue demand 
©f the pargana is Es. 26,262, to which may be added Es. 3,665 on 
account of cesses. There are 129 villages, divided into 428 mahals, 
which 47 are owned by single zamindccTs, 47 by bh/xiyacharc^ 
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^ coramuBities, 220 are joint mmindarij 36 perfect pattidari, and 
the remainder 69 are owned in the imperfect variety of the same 
tenure. Eajputs possess 57 per cent, of the land; Bhuinhars 13 
per cent.; Kayasths seven per cent,^ Musalmans sis per cent,; and 
Brahmans five per cent,; the remainder being held by other Hindus. 
There are no large proprietors and the chief village communities 
are composed of ChauhaU; Barahia^ Bisen and Donwar Bajputs. 

The population of Bhadaon in 1881 numbered 28;386 persons; 
and this rose to 29,592 at the following census. In 1901 a 
marked decline was observed, in common with the rest of the 
tahsil; the total dropping to 24,590, of whom 843 were Musalmans. 
The tract is purely agricultural, and there is not a single village 
of any size or importance, the largest being Chakra with 1,410 
inhabitants. Haldharpur is an insignificant place, and was 
selected as a site of a police-station merely by reason of its 
situation on the road from Nagra to Man in Azamgarh, which is 
here joined by that from Basra. Though traversed by 'two lines 
of railway, there is no station within the limits of the pargana ; 
but Indara is within a short distance of the western border, and 
that of Eatanpura lies close to the eastern boundary. ' Through 
the latter place runs a road leading northwards to Bilaunjha and 
Bhimpura. 

The pargana was originally included in theGhazipur district^ 
and at the time of the permanent settlement formed part of the lease 
of Babu Eup Singh, whose prudent administration was warmly 
commended by Mr. Duncan. It remained in Ghazipur till its 
transfer to Azamgarh in 1832, and continued to form part of 
that district till the formation of Ballia in 1879. 


BHALSAND, Pargana and Tahsil Bal'lia. 

Bhelsand, otherwise spelled Bharsand, Bbalusanr, Bhelsar 
and Bhalsand, while other variants occasionally appear, is a large 
village lying in 25° 43' N. and 84° 15' E., about a mile to the 
south of the road from Ballia to Bairia, at a distance of six miles 
from the former. It belongs to taluqa Karnai, and is undoubtedly 
a place of great antiquity ; the name is said to be derived from a 
holy man of Prayag, named Bharadwaj, who lived here for a 
time, and the reputed founder was Eaja Earn Deo of Haldi, who 
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flourished according to tradition in the twelfth century. The 
village now belongs to the Dumraon estate; but was formerly 
included in the domains of the Hayobans Rajas. The population 
in 1881 was 3;960; and this rose to 5,53 1 at the following census, 
A slight decline was observed in 1901; the number of inhabitants 
being 5,373; including 554 Musalmans and large colonies of 
Donwar Rajputs and Brahmans. The area of the village lauds 
is 1;907 acres, and the revenue Rs. 1,616. The place possesses 
a flourishing middle school, a post-office, a weekly market, and 
15 looms for the manufacture of country cloth, 


BILTHRA, Fargana Sikandauptjr West, Tahsil Rasba. 

Bilthra, or Belthra, is a village in the north of the pargana, 
standing on the right bank of the Ghagra in 26® 7' N. and 
83® 64' E., at a distance of about 30 miles from Ballia and 18 
miles from the headquarters of the tahsil. Close to the village 
runs the road from Sikandarpur to Turtipar, from whi^h 
a branch takes off at Ubhaon and leads south to Nagra and 
Easra, Erom Ubhaon a raised unmetalled road has recently 
been constructed giving access to the Bilthra Road station, 
which lies some four miles to the west. The station lies in the 
village of Siar, which also contains a post-office and an inspection 
bungalow, th-e latter having been purchased from the railway 
authorities by the district board in 1904. Bilthra proper con- 
tained at the last census a population of 2,202 persons, but to 
this should be added that of the hamlets of Sahiya and Karim- 
ganj, though the former actually lies within the limits of Halcli; 
the principal castes are Brahmans and Kandu Banias. Till 1902 
Bilthra was united with Turtipar for the purposes of Act XX of 
1856. The place contains a lower primary school and a branch 
post-office; markets are held twice a week in the bazar, which lies 
partly in the village of Sahiffa, and a considerable trade is 
carried on in wheat, rice and other grains imported from the 
Gorakhpur and Basti districts, though the importance of the river- 
borne traffic has dwindled to some extent with the opening of the 
railway. There is also a considerable import of sal timber, which 
is brought from the forests of Gorakhpur and despatched to the 
districts of Ballia, Ghazipur and Azamgarh, Bilthra has an 
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area of 235 acreS; paying a revenue of Es, 223^ while that of 
Sahiya is 299 acres^ assessed at Es. 216. The proprietors are 
Brahmans, whose ancestors were for a time dispossessed by the 
Bais of Wagra, though they regained their rights at the permanent 
settlement; the Bais still retain the right to collect certain bazar 
dues, but have no interest in the soil. 


CHAKIA., Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia. 

A village standing in 25® 47' IST. and 84® 28' E., on the 
banks of the Bhagar nalco, one of the branches of the Burhganga 
or old channel of the Ganges, a short distance east of the road 
from Bairia to Raoti and Bansdih, two miles north from Bairia 
and about 22 miles from the headquarters of the district. Its 
name denotes its alluvial origin, the land having doubtless been 
thrown up in die form of a chaJcki or island at some distant 
period. In addition to the main site, there are several hamlets, 
the largest being Jamalpur to the north. Chakia forms part of 
the Damodarpur tcduqa and since the permanent settlement has 
been included in the Dumraon estate. The old Eajput owners 
were of the Anthaian clan, and their descendants are still the 
principal residents. Jamalpur was founded by Muhammadans, 
W'hile other castes include Koeris, Ahirs, Telis, Kalwars and 
Mallahs. The population in 1881 numbered 3,327, and this 
dropped to 3,277 in 1891; at the last census there were 3,150 
residents, of whom 74 were Musalmans. There is an indigenous 
unaided school in Jamalpur, but otherwise the place is wholly 
unimportant and only deserves mention for the number of its 
inhabitants. 


CHAND DIAEA, Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia. 

This village comprises all the north-eastern portion of the 
pargana, and included in 1906 about 7,825 acres of the alluvial 
land along the Ghagra, It is a stretch of country cut up in every 
direction by old channels of this river and the Tengraha, its 
aspect and area varying with every annual flood. The main 
inhabited site lies in 26® 47' N, and 84® 34' E., on the road 
from Bairia to Eevelganj, at a distance of six miles east from 
the former, and some 26 miles from ihe district headquarters. 

13 
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The railway station of Ghand Diara stands about two miles to 
the north, near the present bank of the river, which is crossed 
by a steam ferry. A permanent bridge is now being erected 
at this spot, and this costly enterprise will be completed within 
a few years. There is also a boat ferry for persons going by 
road, leading direct to Revelganj, under the management of the 
Saran authorities. The village of Chanel Diara belongs to the 
Dumraon estate, and is assessed to a revenue of Rs. 4,641 ; the 
tenants are chiefly Rajputs and Kayasths. The population at the 
last census numbered 1,491 souls, of whom all but four were 
Hindus. 


CHANDPUR, Pargana Kharii), Tahsil Baksdih. 

This large and important village belongs to tappa Bahatwar 
and is divided in equal shares between the taluqas of Madho 
Rai and Lachhmi Rai, both of which were permanently settled 
with Kinwar Rajputs. The owners of Madho Rai still hold 
their estate intact, but about one-third of ialuqa Lachhmi Rai 
was sold for arrears of revenue and purchased by the Pandes 
of Bairia, who have thus acquired a fractional share in Chandpur. 
The village lies in 25^" 54' N. and 84® 20' E., at a distance of 
seven miles east-north-east from Bansdih, 17 miles from Ballia, 
and five miles north from Bahatwar, with which it is connected 
by a road leading to the Rampur Diara ferry over the Ghagra. 
The population, which in 1881 numbered 2,859, had risen at the 
last census to 3,246 persons, including 80 Musalmans and a large 
community of Rajputs. The place contains a*^lower primary 
school, and markets are held twice weekly in the bazar ) the only 
manufacture is that of cotton cloth, four looms being at work 
at the present time. A small fair takes place here on the occasion 
of the Dasahra festival. 


CHHATA, Pargana arid Tahsil Balma. 

The village of Chhata stands on the northern border of the 
pargana, in 25® 49' N. and 84® 15' E., on the north side of the 
rnad from Ballia to Bahatwar, at a distance of eight miles north- 
east from the district headquarters and four miles south from 
Bansdih. To the south of the road runs the railway, the nearest 
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station being that of Bansdih Road or Gharauli, some two miles 
to the south-west. The village contained at the last census a 
population of 3^207 souls, of whom 194 were Musalmans. It is 
a thriving place, with a sugar factory, five looms and a bazar in 
which markets are held twice a ^veek; there is also a branch post- 
office, a large and flourishing upper primary school, and two 
indigenous unaided schools. Chhata gives its name to a taluqa 
and is said to have been founded many centuries ago by a 
Kin war Rajput named Chhatarpati Singh, from whom the place 
probably derived its name. The Kinwars still retain most of 
their ancestral possessions, including this village, which has an 
area of 249 acres and pays a revenue of Rs. 274. 

CHILKAHAR, Pargana Kopaohit West, Tahsil Rasua. 

A village lying on the north side on the metalled road from 
Phephna to Rasra, in 26® 49' N. and 83® 59' E., at a distance of 
seven miles from the tahsil headquarters and fourteen miles from 
Ballia. To the north of the village runs the railway, on which 
there is a station, from which the place derives its chief importance. 
It is the principal village of the Chilkahar taluqa, which was 
permanently settled with Karcholia Rajputs, and is still in the 
possession of the descendants of the original proprietors. The 
property of the chief sharers is now under the management of the 
Court of Wards. The total area of the village is 1,107 acres 
and the revenue Rs. 901. The population in 1881 numbered 
2,138, and has since declined ; in 1891 it was 1,965, while at the 
last census it had fallen to 1,838, of whom 202 were Musalmans. 
The village contains a lower primary school, two sugar refineries, 
seven looms and a bazar in which markets are held twice a 
week. 


CHIT PIROZPUR, vide BARAGAON. 


’DO ABA Pargana, Tahsil Ballia. 

This pargana comprises the easternmost portion of the tahsil 
and district, and as its name implies forms the tract lying between 
the Ganges and Ghagra rivers, from the borders of Kharid and 
Ballia almost to the confluence. The latter is situated in the 
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Shahabad district of Bengal, wMob also bounds Doaba on the 
south. Beyond the Ghagra to the north is Saran, also in Bengal. 
The ■whole tract lies in the alluvial basin of the two rivers and is 
subject to fluvial action : so much so, indeed, that the area varies 
from time to time with the changes in the main channels, and 
the fluctuations are greater than in any other part of the district, 
not even excepting pargana Ballia itself. The total area in 1906 
was 86,950 acres or 139 square miles, while the average for five 
years is 87,194 acres, ranging from 85,709 acres in 1905 to 
89,939 acres in 1902. The latter figure contrasts remarkably with 
that of 1881, when the pargana had an area of only 122 square 
miles. 

Almost the whole pargana is inundated annually during the 
rains, and nothing appears above the water but a few slightly 
elevated spots on which the permanent village sites are built. 
For this reason the villages are of an unusually large size, both 
as regards area and in the number of their inhabitants; the 
cultivators often have to go long distances to their fields, and in 
many cases they take up their abode in temporary huts, which 
are dismantled on the approach of the rains, such locations going 
by the generic name of chhapra. In the interior of the pargana 
the floods are of short duration, and the soil is not subject to 
denudation, but is rich and well wooded. Along the rivers, on 
the other hand, the soil varies from place to place and from 
year to year, as the deposits of the river are seldom constant, 
so that a field of fertile silt may the next year be converted 
into a waste and barren sand. This liability to change has 
given rise to the custom known as balpanchit, which has 
bean already described in chapter I. Under such circumstances 
constant changes in the boundaries of the pargana are unavoidable, 
at any rate along the Ghagra and Ganges. Elsewhere they have 
been fixed as far as possible, for that on the west closely follows 
the course of the old channel known as the Burhganga, while that 
on the east was clearly defined in 1876 as the boundary on stable 
land between the villages of Karan Chhapra and Ibrahimahad 
on the one hand, and Shitab Diara on the other; while this line 
was completed by prodneing it due north from the Ibrahimahad 
extremity to the deep stream of the Ghagra, and due south from 
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tho Karan Chhapra ond to the dcop stream of the Ganges. 
Shitab Diara. though treated as a single villag.', is in reality an 
immense talaqd. some eight miles or more in length and cennpris- 
ing a number of populous sites. It belongs to the 8hahabacl 
district of Ecngal, though it is nob easy to undersland tho reason 
for its retention in that province. As a matter of fact, the 
attajhment of tho Doaba pargaua itself to this district was 
originally morcly due (o the circumsiauce that a change in the 
course of the Ganges left ihc Lraot on the n orthern bank; whereas 
formerly it had l>con merely a tapi>a in tho Bihia pargana of 
Shaiiabad. It is known, thai at the time of the pcrinancnt 
sottlomcnL the conlluunco of tho Ganges^mx — c Ghagra was at 
or near Bhakar. aboin ‘20 miles west of the present junoiiion. 
Thun tho Gangi'.s flowed in [he channel now known as tho 
Burbgauga. and the change appears to have taken plauc at ihc 
commencument of the last contxii At tho same time tho extensive 
\ illago of Cha.nd Dicira belonged to Saran in Bengal^ and the 
resultant difllcnliy of administi alien was recognised at an early 
date. 

Tlio fact that Doaba wuis formerly included in Bihia has 
given rise to a })cculiar cusboiu in the matter of alluvion and 
diluvion. Here the ordinary dee])-stroam rule is modified in tlio 
sense that pro])riotary right is determined I)}" thu village site and 
not by leference to the channel adopted la tlic river. If amausa 
on ihe soulh I ank is oiluviiitcd and iho siic emerges afler a time 
on tho north Ijank the n\auzu> i's demarcated on tlio latter side and 
the land on that site is not an accretion to tho other villages 
adjacent to it. Consequent! as tho river has sw’ayod backwards 
and foj wards several limes since the survey of 1840, there can 
now bo no unappropriated river bed; for it all belongs to some 
mauza or another, aiid h usually follows that as every mauzee 
is bounded by other ^linv.za there can be no alluvial Increment. 
The only proprietary disputes about boundaries relate to tho 
correotness with which these houudarics are laid clown on the 
snot according to previous maps, and also to those mctvzas 
diluviatod at Iho time of the survey, for wliich no maps w’erc on 
that acconnt in exisicnce. At a time when the Ganges ran 
through the tract and was not the boundary between this 
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pargana and another^ its changes of position did not affect the 
fact that both banks were in Bihia, and as it was not the Iboun- 
dary of the pargana; so also it was not the boundary of the 
villages on its banks which might emerge either on one side or 
the other, and sometimes partly on one and partly on the other 
side. The proprietor both in Doaba and Bihia, and also in the 
adjoining pargana of Arrah, is the Maharani of Dumraon, and 
consequently the disputes are limited to those between the estate 
and its tenants, the former generally claiming new alluvium as a 
reformation free from subordinate occupancy right, and the old 
tenants claiming it as their ancient holdings. These different 
points of view have resulted in innumerable law-suits, in which 
the tenants have been generally successful. 

The average cultivated area for the last five years has been 
66,937 acres or 65*3 per cent, of the whole. Of the remainder, 
25*9 per cent, is shown as barren, consisting chiefly of sandy 
waste, and 8*8 per cent., inclusive of two per cent, groveland, as 
cnlturable waste. The actually barren area is not more than 12*5 
per cent., the rest being under water or occupied by villages and 
roads ; but even this is much above the district average, as is also 
the case in Kharid and Ballia. There is very little irrigation in 
this pargana, for none is required, except for garden crops, which 
are watered from small temporary wells ; the average area irrig- 
ated is 880 acres or less than two per cent, of the cultivation. 
The raU is by far the more important harvest, as much of the land 
cannot be sown in the kharif, the latter averaging 32,400 acres 
as compared with 46,048 acres in the former. The chief rahi 
crops are peas, gram and barley, the two last being usually found 
in combination, while wheat is extensively grown, covering 17 
per cent, of the area. In the kharif two-thirds of the harvest 
consist of maize, and the bulk of the remainder of kodon ; there 
is very little rice and practically no sugarcane. A notable 
feature of the cultivation in this pargana is the extent to which the 
practice of double-cropping is carried ; the area bearing two crops 
in the year averaging 40 per cent, of the net cultivation, a figure 
which is far in excess of that recorded in any other part. 

. Almost the whole pargana belongs to the Bumraon estate, 
remainder amounting to less than ten per cent, of the area. 
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THs is held partly by an Agarwal family of Arrah, partly by 
the Pandes of Bairia, whose ancestors were the agents of the 
Dumraon Eajas, and partly by the Raja of Haldi^ whose father 
obtained two small villages in return for mutiny services. There 
are altogether 106 maums, divided into 154 mahals, of which 
five arc settled temporarily. Apart from the latter^ 95 are held 
in single and 47 in joint isamindari tenure, the remaining seven 
being pattidari. There is one small revenue-free village of 61 
acres, known as Bhatwalia, from the Bhats, who originally settled 
there and whose descendants are still the owners. The cultivators 
are principally Lohatamia Rajputs, who formerly held the entire 
pargana and still retain a large number of villages as lessees ; they 
are a lawless and independent race, and in old days were the 
patrons of the numerous gangs of Dusadhs, whose depredations 
rendered the tract notorious. Other castes include Ahirs, Koeris, 
Kahars, Bhuinhars, Telis, Chamars and Mallahs. Proprietary 
cultivation is necessarily very limited, and only 3*3 per cent, is 
held as sir or khudkasht. Tenants at fixed rates are inposses*- 
sion of 33 per cent., occupancy tenants of 28 peJ: cent, and tenants-^ 
at-will of 32 per cent., the remainder being rent-free. About 11 
per cent, is sublet, and for this area the rental is no less than 
Rs. 13-11-7 per acre, a figure which clearly indicates the remarkable 
fertility of the pargana. Tenants at fixed rates pay Rs. 4-10-1, 
and those with rights of occupancy Rs. 4-12-6 per acre, while 
tenants-at-will pay only Es. 4-6-11, this low rate being due to 
the fact that they only hold the more inferior lands. There is a 
peculiar custom in Doaba in respect of the imposition of a special 
cess known as batta at the rate of 1 J annas in the rupee, together 
with three pies as gaon kharoha or village expenses. This cess 
dates back to the permanent settlement, and was due to the 
difference between the value of the gauharshahi rupees then 
current in Bihar and the coins of the East India Company. The 
right of enforcing this cess was recognised in 1840, and it was 
subsequently ruled by the High Court that the cess could be legally 
claimed when the zamindar could prove its collection for 12 years. 
At the last revision it was not disputed and was amalgamated 
with the rent. The present demand for the pargana is Rs. 76,644, 
the regular cesses contributing an additional Es. 10,422. The 
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former is exclusive of the rent; amountieg in 1906 to Es, 8;600^ 
paid to Government for Island No. 36; a tract of alluvial land 
between Chand Diara and Shitab Diara. The existence of this 
area was first discovered in 1864; and for eleven years It 
belonged to the Saran district. Possession was claimed by the 
Maharaja of DumraoU; but the revenue courts held that it 
belonged to Government. It has no distinctive name, but retains 
the number given to it when the islands and sandbanks along the 
Ghagra were labelled for the purpose of identification. 

The population of Doaba in 1881 numbered 88;024 persons; 
and this rose to 89;545 at the following census. A further 
increase was observed in 1901; when the pargana contained 96;686 
inhabitants; of whom 93;S3l were HinduS; 2;825 MusalmanS; and 
80 of other religions. The only town is Bairia; but there is a 
number of large villages, several of which are of quite unusual 
sizG; though otherwise of no interest or importance whatever, 
excepting Kotwa, which includes the thriving bazar of Eaniganj, 
The villages of Sonbarsa, Srinagar, Ibrahimabad, Jagdewa, 
Chakia and Murli Ghhapra all contain over 3,000 inhabitants, 
and the average population of every village is over 900. Means 
of cormnunication are very fair during the dry weather, but poor 
in the rains. Through the north runs the railway from Ballia to 
Eevelganj; with stations at Suremanpur and Chand Diara. 
These two places are connected by inferior roads with that 
leading from Ballia to Bairia and Eevelganj, while others go from 
Bairia to Eeoti and Bansdih on the north-west and to two ferries 
over the Ganges on the south, one of which gives access to the 
Bihia station on the East Indian Eailway. 

DUHA BEHEA; Pargana Sikanbaupitr East, Tahsil Bansdih. 

This large village stands on the right bank of the Ghagra, 
in 26^ 7' N. and 83° 69' E., about two miles north of the road 
from Sikandarpur to Turtipar, 32 miles from Ballia and 22 
miles from the tahsil headquarters. It is one of the principal 
places in the tappa of Havoli Eharid, which was transferred from 
the Ghazipur to the Azamgarh district in 1838, and again 
detached from the latter with the rest of the pargana in 1879. 
The place is said to have been first colonised by Sengar Eajpufcs 



Dumri* 


197 


of the Birahia subdivision^ soon after their advent to these parts* 
The Sengars still hold the greater part of the land, though 
portions have been sold to Brahmans, Mallahs, Musalmans and 
Atits. The revenue is, however, assigned to the Maharaja of 
Qasim Bazar, as the village was included in the jagir of his 
ancestor, Kishan Kanth Nandi, commonly called Kantu Babu, 
the confidential servant and private secretary of Warren Hastings, 
who made the grant in 1785, 

The village, which covers an area of 3,533 acres, contains a 
main site and several detached hamlets. The total population 
in 1881 was 4,054, and this fell to 3,664 in 1891. The last census 
saw a farther decline, the number of inhabitants being 3,399, of 
whom 217 were Musalmans. Duha Behra has some commercial 
importance, being a port of call for the steamers of the India 
General Steam Navigation Company, and possessing five sugar 
refineries, thirty looms for the manufacture of country cloth, and 
a market held twice a week. 


DUMEI, Pargana Kopachit West, Tahsil 
Basra. 

The village of Dumri lies in the south of the pargana in 
25^ 47' N. and 83° 58' E., at a distance of some 12 miles west from 
Ballia, seven miles from the tahsil headquarters, and about a mile 
north of the Sarju. To the east of the village runs the road from 
GarWar to Tajpur station and Ghazipur, and at the point where 
the road crosses the river are the extensive remains of an old fort, 
standing in the village of Mathi. Dumri itself is chiefly of 
importance as giving its name to a taluqa of pargana Kopachit, 
which was permanently settled with Karoholia Eajputs and is still 
held by their descendants. The population at the last census 
numbered 2,199 persons, including 394 Musalmans and a large 
community of Karcholias ; the area is 1,228 acres and the revenue 
Es. 1,307. The village contains a lower primary school and a 
bazar in which markets are held twice a week ; it is the centre of 
a flourishing sugar trade, eleven factories being at work at the 
present time, though in former days the number was much greater. 
There is also a considerable business in country cloth, which 
is turned out by the Musalman Julahas, who possess nine looms. 

13a 
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GAIGHAT, Pargana Kma’b.xd^ Tahdil Bansdih. 

A village on the road from Ballia and Sahatwar to Reoti, 
at a distance of a mile and a half south-west from the latter place, 
nine miles east from Bansdih, and 16 miles from Ballia. It lies 
in 25“ 60' N. and 84® 22' E., between the road on the south and 
the Reoti Dah on the north* The Dah is a large perennial lake, 
which was once the bed of the Ghagra, and the name of Gaighat 
is probably derived from the fact that in former days the village 
stood on the banks of the river, which was crossed here by a ferry. 
The place gives its name to one of the tcilugas of tappa Reoti: 
it was permanently settled with Nikumbh Rajputs, and is still 
held by their descendants, though a portion has passed by sale 
into the hands of Bhuinhars. The area is 196 acres, and the 
revenue Rs. 626. The population has remained practically station" 
ary for some years, and at the last census numbered 2,666 souls, 
including 151 Musalmans. The latter are chiefly Julahas, and 
four looms are still working in the village. At one time there 
vras a thriving trade in sugar, but the refineries have lately been 
closed. Gaighat possesses a lower primary school, and markets 
are held twice a week in the bazar. 


GARHA Pargana, Tahsil Ballia. 

This pargana represents the latest addition to the district, 
having been included in Ghazipur till as late as 1892, when it 
was added to the Ballia tahsil. It is of small extent, and consists 
of a triangular block of country with its apex to the south. On 
the west lies the Muhammad a bad tahsil of Ghazipur; on the north 
the boundary marches with those of the two parganas of Kopachit 
and pargana Ballia, while on the east the Ganges separates it from 
Shahabad in Bengal. Owing to the action of the river, the area 
varies from time to time, but to a far less extent than elsewhere 
in its course, as the channel is determined for some distance by 
a series of Icanhar reefs, which reduce erosion to a minimum# 
The total area in 3906 was 37,642 acres or 58*8 square miles, this 
including Narainpur and the two other villages of pargana 
Muhammadabad, which were added shortly after the transfer of 
Garha to this district# The average area for the five preceding 
years was 37,737 acres, , 
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Only a small portion of the pargana belongs to the upland 
tract, which includes a narrow strip of land between the borders 
of Kopaohit and the Mangai river. The latter flows, from west 
to east across the northern half of the pargana, and beyond the 
largo village of Narhi it bends northwards to join the Sarju near 
Anjorpur in pargana Ballia. These uplands possess a loam soil 
of a somewhat sandy texture, similar to that found in Kopaohit. 
The Mangai generally marks the limit of the high country, and 
to the south of this stream the land is of an alluvial character, the 
soil being the rich dark deposit of the Ganges, known locally as 
harail. It is extremely fertile, and as a rule requires little irri- 
gation : wells indeed are difficult to construct, owing to the under- 
lying stratum of sand. There are moreover few jhils or streams 
in this tract, although they are common in the uplands, especially 
in the neighbourhood of Karon. Most of the alluvial land is 
of ancient origin, and the cultivation is as stable as any in the 
district ; but immediately along the Ganges there is a considerable 
area liable to inundation, particularly in the north-east, whore the 
main channel of the river shifts from side to side in a bed five 
miles or more in breadth. In the south this fluvial area is 
extremely narrow, but it widens in the north, its westerly limit 
being as a rule about a mile east of the Ghazipur road. In those 
portions of the pargana excellent raU crops are produced, while 
the Tchxhrif is very scanty by reason of the annual floods. 

Taken as a whole, the pargana has attained a higher state 
of development than any other in the district. Por the last five 
years the cultivated area has averaged 31,206 acres or no less 
than 82-7 per cent, of the whole. The land classified as barren 
amounts to 4,448 acres or 11-3 per cent., leaving only 2,282 acres 
or six peer cent, as culturable waste, while of the latter 1,116 acres, 
or very nearly half, are under groves, and 472 acres are new 
fallow. Similarly of the barren area 1,944 acres are under water, 
and 1,748 are occupied by villages, roads and buildings ; so that 
it would appear that there is no possibility of any further exten- 
sion of tillage, as the area available for pasture and the like has 
been reduced to the lowest proportions. The irrigated area is 
very small, averaging only 4-4 per cent, of the cixltivation, and 
almost all of this is derived from wells. The mU is by far 
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the more important harvest in this pargana^ as is also the 
case in the other parts along the Ganges. It averages 25,763 
acres as compared mth only 16,106 acres sown in the 
the double-cropped area amounting to some 36 per cent, of the 
cultivation, this proportion being only exceeded in Doaba. The 
ohief rahi products are gram, wheat and peas ; the area under 
wheat is comparatively large, while barley is grown to a far less 
e^ctent than in any other part of the district. In the hharif maize 
takes the lead, but only averages 18*6 par cent, of the harvest, the 
other staples being kodon^ sanwcbUy rice and the larger millets, 
juaT and bajra, the cultivation of which is more common in this 
pargaua than elsewhere in this district. 

High caste tenants very largely predominate in this part of 
the district, and hold fully two-thirds of the cultivated land. They 
are chiefly Bhuinhars, who outnumber both Eajputs and Brahmans, 
and occur in far greater strength than any other caste. Their 
ohief family is that of Narhi, which is a large settlement of the 
Bern war clan. At the present time more than 48 per cent, of the 
land is cultivated by proprietors, either as sir or khudkashtj the 
condition of afiPairs being in many ways similar to that prevail- 
ing in Bhadaon and Lakhnesar. Of the rest, 6*6 per cent, is held 
by tenants at fixed rates, 33*4 per cent, by occupancy tenants, 
11^3 per cent, by tenants-at-will, the small remainder being either 
rent-free or cultivated by ex-proprietors. The Bhuinhars are more 
energetic cultivators than the Eajputs, and only 17 per cent, of 
the land included in holdings is sublet, The present rent rate 
averages Es. per acre for skikmi tenants and Es. 6-1-6 

for ordinary tenants-at-wilL Those holding at fixed rates and 
occupancy tenants, who at the present time usually cultivate tho 
best lands, pay Es. 4-4-1 and Es. 3-15-2 per acre respectively. 
The fixed rate rental is remarkably high, and in this pargana 
alone does it exceed the average for occupancy tenants. Among 
the proprietors the Bhuinhars come first with 64 per cent, of the 
land, in spite of their losses at the hands of the Dumraon estate, 
as the result of litigation which continued for nearly half a 
century. An account of the present arrangement will be found 
in the article on Narhi. Eajputs hold nearly 28 per cent., almost 
tU gf ^high bglgngs tg the Maharani gf Humraon ^ Brahmans tgn 
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per cent, and Musalmans two per cent.; the remainder being held 
by other Hindus. There are 176 villages in the pargana^ at pre- 
sent divided into 786 Tnahals^ including four which are under a 
temporary assessment. The prevailing form of tenure is perfect 
pattidari, which is found in 608 mahals ; single mmindari occurs 
in 75; joint zamindari in 70; imperfect pattidari in 68; and 
bhaiyachara in 6l mahals. The present revenue demand is 
Es. 40;634; while cesses contribute a further Es. 6; 679. 

At the census of 1881 the population numbered 87;708 
souls; which represented a substantial increase during the preced- 
ing nine years. In 1891 the total had risen still more rapidly to 
46;809; while in 1901 the pargana contained 47;168 inhabitants; 
of whom 2;171 were Musalmans. There are no townS; unless 
Narhi may be so described; though it is merely an overgrown 
agricultural community; as also are the large villages of KaroU; 
Narainpur, Bharauli and Suhaon. Excepting Karon, all these 
plflces lie on or near to the metalled road from Ballia and Phephna 
to Ghazipur, passing through Korantadih, which was for a few 
years the headquarters of the district. Karon is situated on a 
branch road leading from Narhi to join the unmetalled road 
Earagaon to Ghazipur. Though the railway does not touch this 
pargana, the Baragaon station lies within easy reach of the 
northern border, while Buxar, on the opposite side of the Ganges^ 
is little more than a mile from the southern extremity. 

The pargana has no history of its own, beyond that of the 
Bhuinhars ; and of these people litde is known beyond the vague 
tradition of early days. The permanent settlement was based 
on that of an amil, whose work was subsequently revised by Mr. 
Duncan himself in 1790. The original demand was Es. 38,672; 
and this was raised in 1840 to Es, 39;940; the increase being due 
to the resumption of revenue-free land. Subsequent additions to 
the total have been made on account of the assessment of alluvial 
areas. 


GAEWAE; Pargana Kopachit EasT; Tahsil Ballia. 

An important village situated in 25° 49' N. and 84° 2' E,; 
at a distance of ten miles north-west from the district headquar- 
ters. It stands at the junction of four unmetalled roads, two oi 
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wiiich lead to Phephna and Piaria on the metalled road from 
Ballia to Basra, while a third goes north to Khajuri and Sikandar- 
pur, and the fourth runs north-east to Sukhpura and Bansdih* 
Ci-arwar gives its name to a taluqa which was formerly held by 
Karcholia Bajputs. The permanent settlement was made with 
a Bhuinhar farmer, Janki Prasad Singh, but the estate was 
subsequently sold for arrears and was purchased by the famous 
Deokinandan Singh, It is still in the possession of his descendants, 
whose property is under the management of the Court of Wards. 
The area is 736 acres and the revenue Rs. 991. The population 
of the village at the last census numbered 2,327 souls, including 
241 Mttsalmans and a large body of Karcholias : the total has risen 
steadily of late years, as in 1881 it was 1,996 and at the succeeding 
enumeration 2,136. The place contains a police-station, a post- 
office, a cattle-pound, and a middle vernacular school ; there is 
also a rest-house maintained by the Court of Wards. Markets 
are held twice a week in the bazar, and three sugar refineiies are 
at work in the village. Garwar is alleged to have been founded 
by Cherus, and a small mound near the village is said to represent 
Ac remains of their stronghold, as is the case with all similar 
.^.fneapa-of debris is in the district. Another account, however, states 
'that it was formed from the skulls of the recalcitrant Naraunis of 
Sukhpura, who were slain in a battle with the Oudh official, Mir 
Rustam AH. No attempt seems to have been made to test the 
truth of the legend by excavation. 

HAJAULI, Pargana Kopachit West, Tahsil Easea. 

A thriving village in the centre of the pargana, standing on the 
. left bank of the Budhi nala, in 26° 51' N. and 83° 67' E., some 
two miles north of the road from Ballia to Basra, at a distance 
of 16 miles from the former and five miles from the tahsil 
headquarters. It gives its name to a iodibgob which was 
permanently settled with Karcholia Bajputs, whose descendants 
retain the greater portion at the present day. The village itself, 
which has an area of 1,801 acres and is assessed at Es. 1,064, is 
now divided into two halves, one held by the Karcholias, and 
the other by Sheikhs, this share having been acquired by 
Haji Muhammad Husain, a trader of Basra. The population of 
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Hajauli in 1881 numbered 2^850 souls^ and this rose at the 
following census to 2^995. In 1901 the place contained 2^974 
inhabitants including 270 Musalmans and a large community 
of Karcholias, The total excludes several detached hamlets^ 
which are now separately demarcated. In the village are six 
sugar refineries^ 21 looms for the manufacture of country cloth, 
an upper primary school, and a bazar in which markets are held 
twice a week. 


HALDHARPUE, Pargcina Bhadaon, Tahsil Rasea. 

Haldharpur is situated in the centre of the pargana, in 
25° 67' and 83° 42' E., at the junction of two roads leading 
from Nagra on the east and Easra on the south-east, the former 
continuing westwards to Mau in Azamgarh. It stands at a 
distance of 33 miles from Ballia and twelve miles from the tahsil 
headquarters. Though the railway passes close to the village on 
the south-west, the nearest station is at Eatanpura, four miles 
distant. The place is chiefly of importance as possessing a 
police-station, in addition to which it contains a post-oflSce and 
a cattle-pound. The thana and pound actually lie in the unin- 
habited village of Alaira Sufipur, There is one sugar factory in 
the village, and two looms. The population at the last census 
numbered 816 persons, of whom 40 were Musalmans. The prin- 
cipal inhabitants are Sengar Rajputs of the Birahia subdivision, 
who are the owners of the village : the area is 616 acres, and the 
revenue Es. 495. 


HALDI, Pargana and Tahsil Bai^lia. 

This large village gives its name to a taluqa which formerly . 
constituted a portion of the great estate held by the Hayobans 
Eajas. it was settled in 1790 with Raja Bhuabal Deo, but the 
whole subsequently passed into the hands of the Maharaja of 
Dumraon, so that at the present time the Haldi Raj'a, who 
still resides here, owns but an insignificant property, as 
already narrated in Chapter III. The village lies in 25° 
43' N. and 84° 19' E., at a distance of some nine miles 
east of Ballia, with which it is connected by the unmetalled 
road leading from the district headquarters to Bairia; whUa 
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a second road runs northwards to Sahatwar. The land is 
entirely alluvial, and the old town, as well as the celebrated fort 
of the Hayobans, was washed away by the Ganges mtoy years 
ago. The new village of Haldi, w^hioh at the present time is 
nearly two miles from the river, is in no way remarkable. It 
possesses a police-station, which stands at some distance to the 
north of the main site, on the Bairia road, as well as a post-office, 
a cattle-pound, and an upper primary school, in the same locality. 
In Haldi itself there is a sugar factory and some 30 looms, while 
markets are held twice a week in the bazar. The population, 
which numbered 4,787 in 1881 and 5,368 in 1891, amounted at 
the last census to 5,269 persons, including 539 Musalmans and a 
large community of Ahirs. The area of the village is liable to 
constant change, but in 1905 was 1,828 acres, and the revenue 
demand is Bs. 1,842. 


HALDI, Parganco SiK:A2>rDARPUB West, Tahsil Basra. 

Another villag'e of this name occupies the north-east corner 
of pargana Sikandarpur West, lying on the banks of the Ghagra 
in 26® 6' N. and 83® 56' E , a short distance north of the road 
from Sikandarpur to Turtipar, some 28 miles from Ballia and 
22 miles from Basra, the headquarters of the tahsil. It is the 
principal village of the tappa of the same name, which was origin- 
ally in the possession of Chaubaria Bajputs. The latter were 
overthrown by Kishan Singh and Bishun Singh, the Baia 
mmindars of Nagra ; but early in the 19th century, the leading 
members of the Chaubariaa obtained a decree for possession of 
one-half of the estate, the other remaining with the Nagr a family, 
who sold it to Khadim Ali of Pharsatar. The village is now 
divided into two mahals^ one being owned by the Chaubarias, 
and the other by Sheikh Abdul Ahad and Wilayat Husain. 
Haldi is a large straggling village, extending from the borders 
of the pargana on the east to Bilthra on the west : it has a total 
area of 4,180 acres, the revenue being Es. 2,601. In addition to 
the main site, there are numerous hamlets dotted over the village 
lands. The total population in 1881 was 3,296, but since that- 
time has declined, dropping to 3,087 in 1891 and 2,921 at the 
last census. There were or^y 20 Musalmans, while the Hindus 
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consist of Chaubarias and many different castes* The village 
possesses a lower primary school, but nothing else of importance. 
To the south-west there is a series of large jhih, the chief of 
which is the Barka Tal ; this is semi-circular in shape, and 
doubtless represents an old channel of the Ghagra. 

HANCJMANGANJ, Pargana and Tahsil BAiiLiA. 

The name of an important bazar lying in 26® 48' IST. andi 
84® 9' E., on the east side of the road from Ballia to Sikandarpur, 
which is metalled as far as this point, at a distance of about three 
miles north from the district headquarters. Hanumanganj is in- 
cluded in the revenue mauza of Zirabasti, but the two form entirely 
^distinct sites, the latter being a mile distant to the south-east, 
while Hanumanganj practically constitutes a single site with 
Barmhain. The bazar was founded more than a century ago 
by Ram Manorath, a Kandu Bania, who made it the centre of a 
large and lucrative trade in sugar. His son, Dhyan Bhagat, 
constructed the road to Ballia and built the large bridge over 
the Katehar stream to the south of the village, as well as the tank 
and temple at Hanumanganj. He was succeeded by Hebi Prasad 
Bhagat, who was the richest banker in the pargana, and about 
1865 purchased the entire village of Zirabasfci from Munshi Jalal 
Bakhsh, who had married Hasina Begam, the owner of the Sonwani 
jagir. It had originally been held by the Hayobans, who are 
said to have acquired the land from the Cherus, one of whom, 
named Zira, was the reputed founder. A large brick-strewn 
mound near Zirabasti is the supposed site of a Cheru fort, Debi 
Prasad Bhagat Was followed at his death by the present proprie- 
tors, who include his son, Babu Jamna Prasad, and Babus Bishan 
Prasad and Kishan Prasad, the sons of Dhyan Bhagat. The 
total area of the village is 1,033 acres, and the revenue Rs. 1,578, 
The population of Zirabasti and Hanumanganj at the last census 
was 2,644, including 69 Musalmans and a large community of 
Kandus who are employed chiefly in refining sugar, while many 
Bhuinhars reside in Zuabasti. The sugar trade is still flourish- 
ing, though it has somewhat declined of late. Twenty years ago 
there were 50 refineries, but the number has now dropped to 
eleven. The proximity of the Suraha Tal is convenient, as it 
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supplies an unlimited amount of the siwar weed used for refining 
the sugar. There are also four looms in the village^ but the 
weaving industry is in a depressed state. An upper primary 
school is maintained in the village^ half-way between Hanuman- 
ganj and Zirabasti^ and markets are held in both hamlets, weekly 
in the parent village and twice a week in Hanumangan j. 

HUSAIlSrABAD, Pargana Khabid, Tahsil Bamdih, 

The village of Husainabad lies four miles due east from 
Bansdih and some twelve miles north-east from Ballia, in 25*^ 
63' N. and 84^ 18' E., at a short distance to the west of the road 
from Sahatwar to Chandpur. It belongs to tappa Bansdih and, 
with the exception of small shares recently purchased by Kayasths' 
and Musalmans, is in the possession of Narauni Rajputs, whose 
ancestors were admitted to engage at the permanent settlement. 
The former owners were Brahmans, who were ejected by the 
Rajputs. Their descendants still hold much of the land at low 
fixed rates. The name of Husainabad is said to be derived from 
Husain Shah, the king of Jaunpur, and the story goes that the 
original village was called Kalasdih, the inhabitants of which: 
incurred the displeasure of the monarch, who in consequence slew 
all the adult males, destroyed the village, and built on the ruined 
site a mosque and tank, now in a dilapidated condition. The 
population of the place in 1901 was 2,724, of whom 67 were 
Musalmans. The area is 1,349 acres, and the revenue Rs. 1,450, 
The place possesses a largo upper primary school and a bazar, in 
which markets axe held twice a week. 


JATJHI, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia. 

This large village lies in 26° 41' N. and 84° 16' E., at a 
distance of some eight miles south-east from Ballia, with which 
it is connected by a poor unmetalled road leading through 
Sheopurdiar. It is said that about 160 years ago Jauhi lay 
on the south or Shahabad side of the river, but that the lands 
after diluviation reformed in this district. At the present time 
the -Ganges flows some distance to the south, but the soil is purely 
alluvial and the place may at any time be once more swept away. 
Xhs village ia a mere colleotion of mud houses, and at the last 
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census contiained 2,750 inhabitants, of whom 119 were Musalmans. 
Among the Hindus the Chanbe Brahmans constitute the prevail- 
ing caste. The total area in 1905 was 5,116 acres, and the 
revenue as determined at the recent revision of records is Rs. 3,093. 
The place is included in the Haldi taluqa, practically the whole 
of which now belongs to the Dumraon estate. There is a public 
ferry here over the Ganges, owned by the district board and 
leased in conjunction with that at Hansnagar to the east. 


KARAMMAE, Pargana Khabid, Tahsil Bansbih. 

A very large village in the extreme west of the pargana, 
lying in 25® 53' N. and 84® 7' E., some two miles east of the 
road from Ballia to Sibandarpur, six miles west from Bansdih 
and ten miles from the district headquarters. It is the principal 
village of the Charbaind taluqa in the tappa of Majhos, and is 
still in the possession of the Barwars, whose ancestors were 
admitted to engage at the permanent settlement* The area is 
1,366 acres, and the revenue Es. 1,332. The population of the 
village was 4,152 at the census of 1881, while ten years later it 
had risen to 4,259, In 1901, however, a decline was observed, 
the total being 3,957, of whom 437 were Musalmans. There are 
three looms, an upper primary school, and a bazar in which 
marbets are held twice weebly. The garha cloth manufactured 
in the village is noted for its superior quality. 


KARNAI, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia. 

A large and somewhat straggling village in the north-west 
of the pargana, lying to the west of the road from Ballia to 
Sibandarpur, in 25® 49' N. and 84° 6' E., at a distance of some 
six miles from the district headquarters. The population, which 
in 1881 numbered 2,607, had risen at the last census to 2,839, 
of whom 70 were Musalmans, while Bhuinhars constitute the 
prevailing Hindu caste. There is a lower primary school here 
and a bazar in which markets are held twice a week. Tradition 
relates that the village was originally owned by Cherus, who were 
expelled above two hundred years ago by the Ujjain Rajputs 
under Kunwar Dhir Singh, and the story is supported by the pre- 
sence of a large mound, said to be the ruins of the old Cheru fort. 
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Karnai gives its name to a taluqa, which was settled in 1790 
with the Raja of Haldi. The latter had previously leased it 
to the zamindarB of Kharid, in order that they might defend 
his frontier against the inhabitants of Kopachit. The result 
was that the greater part of the estate became an uncultivated 
jungle; whenever any attempt was made to bring a portion under 
cultivation, it was immediately set upon from three sides, and 
the landowners of Kharid found it more profitable to retain the 
tract as a place of refuge. Subsequently the entire taluqa passed 
into the hands of the Maharaja of Dumraon, to whose estate it still 
belongs. The village lands cover 1,821 acres and possess a fertile 
soil with ample means of irrigation ; the revenue is Rs. 1,640. 

KARON, Pargana Gakha, Tahail Ballia. 

A village lying in 25° 43' N. and SS"" 58' E., on the roa-i 
leading from Narhi to Tajpur and Ghazipur, at a distance of 
twelve miles west from Ballia and three miles south-east from 
Baragaon. Before the cession of pargana Garha to this district, 
Karon possessed a police-station and a post-office, but since 1892 
it has lost much of its importance, though it still boasts of an 
upper primary school and a weekly market. The population at 
the last census numbered 2,809 persons, of whom only 19 were 
Musalmans. The principal inhabitants are Brahmans and 
Kayasths, of whom the former cultivate the fields, while the 
latter go out to seek Government and other service. 

The place is chiefly noteworthy on account of the large fair 
which takes place on the Sheoratri festival in the month of Phagun 
at the temple of Mahadeo. It attracts some six thousand persons, 
many of whom come from long distances, and the gathering has 
grown in popularity since the opening of the railway from 
Ghazipur to Phephna. The shrine stands on the bank of a large 
and ancient tank to the north-east of the village ; it covers some 
62 acres and is dedicated to Kauleswar Nath. The legend states 
that on the banks of this tank Shiva burnt to ashes Kamdeo, the 
Hindu cupid, being enraged at the latter's attempts to beguile 
him from his meditations. From this circumstance the village 
is said to derive its name, Karon being popularly considered a 
corruption of Kam-anaunya, the garden of Kamdeo. At the 
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fair the offerings made at the temple consist of sweetmeats^ fruit, 
ganja^ hhanfig and other drugs: these are the perquisites of the 
Brahman priests. 

KATHAUEA, Pargana Sikandarpur East, 

Tahsil Bansdih. 

The village of Kathaura, or Kathaunda, stands on the banks 
of the Ghagra in 26° 6' N. and 84° 2' E., at a distance of about 
four miles north-west from Sikandarpur, 28 miles from Ballia 
and 15 miles from the tahsil headquarters, the road from Bansdih 
to Turtipar running some two miles to the south. Kathaura 
belongs to tappa Haveli Kharid, and was permanently settled 
with Bhuinhars of the Tetiha subdivision, whose descendants still 
own the village. The lands are extensive, but much of the 
western half is under water, owing to the presence of a large 
jhil which is connected by a channel with the Ghagra. Tradition 
assigns the place a very early origin, as it is said that it was 
founded in the days of Qutb-ud-din Aibak, who conquered Bihar 
and Bengal in 1203. There is a large mound which is supposed 
to mark the site of an ancient Musalman fort, and the name of 
the Sultan is preserved in the hamlet of Qutbgan j, which stands 
on the bank of the river, a short distance north of the main site. 
The population of the village has declined of late years, the total 
in 1881 being 2,406, while in 1891 it was 2,313, and at the last 
census 2,046, of whom all save 27 were Hindus. There is a lower 
primary school in Kathaura, and a small bazar in Qutbganj, 
which is a fort of call for the Ghagra steamers, and possesses a 
district board ferry over the river. 


KEOEA, Pargana Kharib, Tahsil Baitsbih. 

A village on the south side of the road from Bansdih to 
Sahatwar, standing in latitude 25° 51' N. and longitude 84° 16' 
N., at a distance of three miles south-east from the tahsil head- 
quarters, and about ten miles from Ballia. It forms part of 
tappa Bansdih, and the permanent settlement w^as made with 
Narauni Eajputs, whose descendants still hold the greater part 
of the village. The population, which numbered 2,067 in 1881, 
has remained almost stationary, for at the last census there were 
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2^121 inh at )ii ants, of whom 80 were Musalmans, the prevailing 
Hindu castes being Kajputs and Koeris, There is a bazar in 
which markets arc held twice a week, and of late years an import- 
ant cattle market has been estatjlibhed here: the place also 
contains a flourishing sugar reflnery, ten looms and a lower 
primary school. 

JIHAJURI, Pargana STKA^"DAKPun East, TaTisil Bansdih. 

A considorablo village lying in 25° 57' N. and 84° 6' E., 
on the cast side of the road from JBullia to Sikandarpur, at a 
distance of some thirtoen miles from the former and twelve miles 
north-west from the tahsil headquarters. Like Pur and Pakri, 
which lie to the w^est, the village belongs to the Shah Salempur 
tappa and was transferred from par g ana Kopachit to the 
Azamgarh district in 1838, remaining in Sikandarpur after the 
amalgamation of the latter -with Pallia in 1879. The permanent 
settlement was made with Sengar Eajputs, and the village 
continued in their possession till 1S12, vhen it was sold by 
auction. The purchasers could not obtain possession until 
troops were sent to install them by force ; but the old proprietors 
soon afterwards recovered the estate by a decree of the Sadr 
Diwani Adalat of Calcutia cancelling the sale. The Sengars 
are still in possession, but they am said to bo of mixed descent; 
they pay a revenue of Es. 1,59 T on a total area of 1,974 acres* 
The population of Khajuri in 1881 numbered 2,782 souls, while 
at the last census it had risen to 2,960, of whom 192 were Musal- 
mans. The village contains a bazar in which markets are held 
tvdee a week, eight sugar roiiucries, and nino looms. 


KHAEAUlsT; Parget net KnAnin, Tahsil Baksdih. 

Kharauni, also known as Eajagaon, is a lai'ge village lying 
in 25° 54' A', and 81° 15' E., at a distance of about three miles 
to the north-east of Bansdih, twelve miles from the district 
headquarters, and some two miles from Husainabad, the lands 
of which adjoin Kharauni on the cast. The population was 
3*359 in 1881, and 3,306 ten years later, while in 1901 the village 
contained 3,496 inhabitants, of wdiom only 114 were Musalmans. 
It is a flourishing place, wdth a sugar factoTy, two looms, and 
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an upper primary school. The area of the village is 1,656 acres 
and the revenue Rs. 1,364. The proprietors are Narauni Rajputs, 
whose ancestors obtained the engagement for the whole of the 
Kharauni taluqa, a portion of tappa Bansdih, at the permanent 
settlement. In 1804 the Naraunis obtained possession of an. 
extensive alluvial tract, known as the Kharauni Diara, the 
right to which had been unsucoessfuEy contested by certain 
mmindars of Saran. This land became the subject of disputes 
between the co-sharers, and the sanguinary contests which ensued 
led to the attachment of the whole taluqa in 1822, It remained 
rmder direct management till 1904, when it was restored to the 
former proprietors. The existence of the alternative name of 
Eajagaon is ascribed to a local superstition, according to which 
it is considered unlucky to pronounce the name of Kharauni, 
the supposition being that if any one utters the word in the 
morning, he will be unfortunate during the whole day. 

KHARID, Pargana SiKANDAnPUR East, Tahsil Bansbih. 

The village which gives its name to the pargana of Kharid 
now lies beyond its boundaries in Sikandarpur east, to which the 
old tappa of Haveli Kharid has belonged since 1838. It is 
small and unimportant place, lying in 26° 3' 'N, and 84° 8' B., 
at a distance of four miles east from Sikandarpur and 24 miles 
from Ballia, between the banks of the Ghagra and the road from 
Bansdih to Sikandarpur and Turtipar. It contained at the 
last census a population of 963 persons, the majority of whom 
are of the Ahir caste. The village itself possesses nothing of 
any importance, but it adjoins Parsotam Patti, a hamlet to the 
east where there is a district board ferry over the Ghagra; 
Qaziimr, a village to the south with a market twice a week; 
and Zahidipur, which lies to the ,west and is the scene of a 
considerable fair in honour of Makhdum Sahib, a Musalman 
saint whose shrine stands here, close to the river bank. 

Kharid is only noteworthy on account of its historical 
associations, and these are of a very vague description. Tradi- 
tion relates that there was here an old city named Ghazanfarabad, 
which was washed away, it is supposed, by the Ghagra, the 
inhabitants migrating to Patna, In its place Sikanclar Lodi 
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built the town of Sikandarpur, but the history of this period is 
far from clear, as an inscribed slab, now fixed in the walls of 
the mausoleum of Rukn-ud-din Eukn Alam in Kharid, states 
that in 1627 Khan-i-azam Khan was TnuJchtar of Kharid in the 
dominions of Nusrat Shah, one of the Sultans of Bengal, and 
built a mosque in Kharid. The old town may be represented 
by mounds which are to be found on either side of the Ghagra 
and stretch for a considerable distance, but they have never been 
explored. 

The same Khan-i-azam is connected with a popular legend 
which accounts for the name of Kharid, which in the Persian 
signifies purchased. It was in the days of Ala-ud-din 
Husain Shah, the predecessor of Nusrat Shah, that a merchant 
came from Kashmir, bringing with him seventy camels laden 
with the finest saffron. He had registered a vow that he would 
only sell the entire quantity to a single purchaser and receive 
as the price only money coined in a single year. Such terms as 
these were not to be fulfilled immediately, and so the merchant 
wandered far on his travels till he came to the court of Khan-i- 
azam. There his taunts at the poverty of the great king of 
Bengal and his nobles aroused the Khan, who purchased the 
whole of the saffron and paid for it in the prescribed coin. He 
then mixed all the saffron with the mortar which had been 
prepared for building the mosque, and the Sultan, in recognition 
of his generous conduct, bestowed on him a robe of honour, 
bidding the place in future be known as Kharid. 

KHARID Pargana^ Tahsil Banspih. 

This pargana comprises the eastern and larger portion of the 
Bansdih tahsil, extending from Sikandarpur East and Kopachit 
East on the west to Doaba on the east. To the south lies pargana 
Ballia, while on the north and north-east the river Ghagra separates 
it from the Saran district of Bengal. The deep stream throughout 
forms the boundary, and its vagaries result in considerable 
variations in the total area from time to time, though to a less 
extent perhaps than is the case in the parganas along the Ganges. 
The area in 1906 was 156,097 acres, the average for five years 
beifig 168,003 acres or 246*9 square miles. 
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Different parts of the pargana exhibit very diverse physical 
characteristics. The western and southern portions are included 
in the upland tract, and here the soil is generally loam, stiffen- 
ing into clay in the numerous depressions. These uplands 
extend eastwards from the boundary of Sikandarpur, in the 
north reaching to the banks of the Ghagra, which at Ailasgarh 
near Maniar are of a permanent nature owing to the presence of 
a great kanJcar reef. From a short distance beyond that point 
the high bank curves inland as far as the large semi-circular jhil 
known as the Mundiari Dah, between Maniar and Bansdih. 
The uplands thence consist of a comparatively narrow tongue 
of land reaching to a point beyond Sabatwar, and terminating at 
the Reoti Dah. Their southern border is approximately marked 
by the line of railway and by the northern edge of the great 
Suraha Tal. The rest of the pargana is composed of alluvial 
deposit of varying age. The older formation is no longer liable 
to change, and has a stiff clay soil of considerable fertility ; the 
surface of the country is covered in every direction by old 
channels and watercourses, which presumably mark former beds 
of the Ghagra. In the neighbourhood of that river we find a 
more recent alluvium, subject to constant inundations and gener- 
ally possessing a sandy soil, the deposit of this river being at 
all times less valuable than that of the Ganges. This fluvial tract 
contains many sotas and backwaters of the Ghagra, the most 
important of which is that known as the Tengraha. There are 
altogether. 37 villages immediately affected by the river, but 
many of these are permanently settled, and only 19 mahals Are 
subject to periodical revision of assessment. 

Owing to its physical position the cultivated area of the 
pargana varies considerably with the nature of the season, as long- 
continued floods in the low lands necessarily result in a con- 
traction of the rabi area. During the five years ending in 1906 
on an average 105,939 acres or 67 per cent, of the whole were 
tinder tillage, this proportion being very similar to that of 
Sikandarpur East. The barren area is large, amounting to 31,112 
acres or 19*8 per cent., but of this as much as 13,746 acres is under 
water, and 4,117 acres are occupied by sites, roads and buildings j 
the actually unculturable area thus amounts to 13,056 acres — a 
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figure which is only approached in Doaba, and, as in that pargana, 
is due to the large extent of unfertile sand along the Ghagra. Much 
of the culturable waste is of a very similar description, though 
deductions should be made on account of 4,364 acres of new 
fallow and of no less than 7,638 acres of groves; the latter 
amounts to 4*8 per cent, of the entire pargana, which is an 
unusually large proportion for this district. Save in the uplands, 
very little irrigation is required, and on an average only 27 per 
cent, of the cultivation is artificially watered. Wells constitute 
the principal source of supply, and can be made without difficulty 
wherever their construction is needed. A certain amount of 
irrigation is obtained from tanks, and also from the jhils and 
minor watercourses, such as the Baheri and several others which 
traverse the uplands from west to east. The hharif harvest 
exceeds the rahi in point of area, the former covering on an 
average 69,429, and the latter 65,138 acres ; double-cropping is 
extensively practised, and the custom of taking two harvests of 
the land in the same year is growing rapidly, the present average 
being some 28 per cent, of the net cultivation. The chief hharif 
crops are rice and hodon^ each of which averages some 27 per cent, 
of the area sown, and after these come maize with 17*5 per cent, 
and sugarcane with 13 per cent., the latter being mainly con- 
fined to the higher lands. Barley is the chief rahi staple, and 
when sown alone constitutes 26*4 per cent, of the harvest. A 
considerable amount is also grown in combination with gram and 
wheat, while the area under wheat by itself is steadily increasing. 
Peas cover some 14 per cent., but this proportion is low for the 
district ; there is also a fair amount of opium cultivation,, which 
averages some 880 acres. 

Among the cultivators Eajputs predominate, but are some- 
what closely followed by Brahmans, and after these come Koeris, 
Ahirs, Kayasths and Bhuinhars. The prevalence of high caste 
tenants affects not only the rental, but also the standard of 
husbandry, which is probably inferior to that attained in other 
.parts of the district. Some 31 per cent, of the land is included in 
proprietary holdings, either as sir or khudhasht, 15*5 per cent, is 
held^ by tenants at fixed rates, 33 per cent, by occupancy tenants, 
and 144 per cent., by tenants-at-will ; the remainder is either 
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ex-proprietary sir, or else held rent-free, the latter tenure being 
unusually common and extending to over 6,000 acres or 
nearly half the rent-free area of the district. No less than 40 
per cent, of the land included in holdings is sublet, this being 
the highest proportion in the district. About 2,400 acres are 
grain-rented, consisting of rice land on the borders of jhils, 
in which the outturn is always precaiuous. The average cash 
rental at the present time ranges from Rs, 4-10-7 per acre for 
shikmi tenants to Rs, 3-3-4 per acre for tenants at fixed rates 
and Rs. 3-10-0 for those with rights of occupancy, Tenants-at- 
will pay only Rs. 3-1-6 per acre, but, as is usually the case, they 
generally hold the worst land, all that of a superior quality 
having been long ago appropriated, either for sir or by the old 
statutory tenants. 

The present revenue demand for the pargana, including that 
of the temporary mahals, stands at Rs. 1,15,817, and to this an 
addition of Rs. 19,862 may be made on account of cesses. There 
are 666 villages in the pargana, and these are subdivided into 
2,284 mahals. Of the latter, excluding the 19 temporarily 
assessed, 261 are owned by single proprietors, 1,446 are joint 
zamindari, 16 are hhaiyachara, 123 are perfect pattidari, and 
420 are held in the imperfect variety of the same tenure, Of the 
various proprietary castes, Rajputs hold nearly 66 per cent, of 
the land, and next to them come Bhuinhars with 15*6 per cent.. 
Brahmans with eight per cent., Kayasths with five per cent,, and 
Musalmans with nearly two per cent., the small remainder being 
held by other Hindus. Among the chief proprietors are the 
Maharaja of Qasim Bazar, who owns 7,579 acres revenue-free, this 
forming a portion of the Kantu Babn jctgir ; the Narauni Rajputs 
of Bansdih, the Pandes of Bairia and Reoti, the Kinwars of 
Sahatwar, and the Barwars of Jagirsand. 

The pox^ulation of pargana Kharid in 1881 numbered 
186,467, but this dropped to 176,627 in 1891. At the last census 
there was a complete recovery, the total number of inhabitants 
being 190,382, of whom 181,814 were Hindus, 8,531 Musalmans, 
and 37 of other religions. The pargana contains the four towns 
of Bansdih, Sahatwar, Maniar and Recti, while in addition to 
these there Are several large villages such as Gaighat, Chandpur, 
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Sultanpur, Sukhpura, Mairitar^ Karammar, Kharauni, Balupur and 
several others. Few of them are of any importance^ being merely 
overgrown agricultural communities. The southern portion of 
the pargana is well provided with means of communications, but 
elsewhere the roads are few and inferior. The railway from 
Mau and Ballia to Revelganj passes close to Sahatwar and Eeoti, 
while a metalled road connects Banedih with Bansdih Road 
station, some five miles south of the town, and with the ’district 
headquarters. The chief unmetalled road is that from Bairia to 
Eeoti, Sahatwar, Bansdih, Maniar and Sikandarpur. Others run 
from Sahatwar to Chandpiira, Haldi and Ballia, and from 
Bansdih to Garwar, the latter crossing the road from Ballia to 
Sikandarpur at Sukhpura in the extreme south-western corner. 
At present a project is on foot to open up the pargaiaa by carrying 
a branch line of railway through the northern portion, so as to 
reach Maniar and the important markets on the Ghagra, 

Kharid takes its name from a small village now lying in par- 
gana Sikandarpur East. The tappa of Haveli Kharid was trans- 
ferred to Sikandarpur as long ago as 1837, with the exception of 
a single mahal known as Balupur and the three villages of Hath- 
aunj, Mundiari and Barsari, belonging to the Kantu Babu jagvr. 
The rest was originally divided into the tappasoi Bansdih, Reoti, 
Sahatwar, Maniar and Majhos. The last still gives its name to 
a taluqcOj but the tappa^ also called Charkaind, is now absorbed 
in Maniar and Bansdih. These tappas usually represented the 
area held by a clan of Rajputs, and they are subdivided into 
taluqas and jpaif is, which generally take their names from the ori- 
ginal founder of a particular branch of the clan. The taluqas 
do not comprise the whole tappas^ for in almost every case there 
are several independent maums, while in some instances certain 
areas are still held in common, the most notable example being 
the town of Bansdih. The tenures are often extremely complex, 
some mahals being spread over a large number of maumsy while 
on the other hand a mauza is frequently divided into an equally 
large number of mahals. A detailed account of the proprietary 
right in the pargana is given in Mr. Roberts^ settlement report. 
Bxiefiy it may be said that tappas Maniar and Majhos belong to 
trbe Barwars, Bansdih to the Naraunis, Reoti to_the Nikumbh% 
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and Sahatwar to the Kinwars, while Balupur is the property of 
Eayasths. This was the arrangement at the time of the permanent 
settlement, but there have been many subsequent alienations, espe-» 
eially in the case of Reoti, where the Nikumbhs have lost most of 
their property, and in Bansdih, where a whole taluqa is owned by 
the descendants of Deokinandan Singh. The remarkable history 
of Maniar will be found in the article on that place. 

KHARSANDA, Pargana Sikandaupue East, Tahsil Bahsdih. 

A village on the eastern borders of the pargana, lying in 
25^ 66' N. and 84° 5' E., a short distance to the east of the road 
from Ballia to Sikandarpur, eight miles from Bansdih, and about 
twelve miles from the district headquarters. It contained at the 
last census a population of 2,813 persons, of whom 433 were 
Musalmans. There is a lower primary school, and in the village 
are four looms and five sugar refineries. Markets are Beld twice 
a week in the bazar, und a considerable trade is carried on in leather 
and other articles. The area of Kbarsanda, sometimes written 
Kharesra, is 1,890 acres, and the revenue Rs, 1,637. The principal 
inhabitants are Barwar Rajputs, whose ancestors held the place 
at the time of the permanent settlement. They fell nnto arrears, 
however, and in 1832 the entire estate was sold, the purchaser 
being the Maharaja of Dumraon, in the possession of whose heirs 
it has since remained. 


KOPACHIT EAST Pargana, Tahsil Ballia* 

This pargana, which was united with Kopachit West till the 
formation of the Ballia district in 1879, comprises the north- 
western portion of the headquarters tahsil, and consists of a long 
and narrow tract bounded on the north by Sikandarpur East, on 
the west by Lakhnesar, on the east by Kharid and Ballia, and on 
the south by Garha, the boundary in the south-western corner 
inarching for a short distance with that of the Ghazipur districtt 
The total area in 1906 was 44,600 acres or 69*7 square miles. 

The tract is divided into two portions by the Sarju river, 
which passes through southern half of the pargana in a south- 
easterly direction as far as the town of Baragaon ; there it turns 
east and then bends south again towards the borders of pargana 
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Ballia, The Sarju is fed by the Budhi, which enters the pargana 
on the western boundary and flows in a very tortuous course, 
roughly parallel to the railway. Along the northern border, 
separating it from Sikandarpur East, flows an irregular chain of 
swamps known as the Baheri Tal ; while the central portion drains 
eastwards towards the Suraha lake. The entire pargana is 
included in the upland tract, and is a fertile and highly cultivated 
stretch of country. There is a fair amount of usar in the southern 
half, especially along the Budhi ; and this river, as Tj^ell as the 
Sarju, is liable to overflow its banks in wet years and to inundate 
the neighbouring rice fields. 

The average cultivated area for the last five years is 33,429 
acres or 76 per cent, of the whole, and the annual variations are 
very slight. The land classed as barren amounts to 32 per cent,, 
of which 1,548 acres are under water and 1,761 acres occupied by 
villages, roads, and the like. The remaining 7,136 acres are shown 
as cultnrable, but this includes no less than 1,834 acres of groves, 
which amount to 4T per cent, of the whole pargana or almost the 
highest average in the district, and about a thousand acres of 
new fallow ; the rest is of little value, except perhaps as grazing 
land. Mean^ of irrigation are abundant, as is the case through- 
out the upland : the annual average area watered by artificial 
means amounts to 16,872 acres or nearly 48 per cent, of the culti- 
vation. The greater portion of this is served by wells, to the 
extent of 87 per cent,, and the bulk of the remainder is supplied 
from tanks, though the natural watercourses are utilized in a 
number of villages. The kharif area slightly exceeds that sown 
in the rahi^ the figures being 21,221 and 19,756 acres respectively, 
while some 23 per cent, bears a double crop, this proportion 
being practically identical with that obtained in Kopachit West 
and Lakhnesar. The chief Jc/iaW/ staples are rice, averaging 17 T 
per cent, of the harvest ; sugarcane 16*2 per cent., and kodon 10*9 
per cent., the remainder consisting of arhar, maize, juar and 
bajra. The area under sugarcane is remarkably large, as is also 
the case in western Kopachit, these two parganas producing a 
relatively larger amount than any other. In the raii barley takes 
the lead with 37 per cent, of the area sown, and after this come 
peas with 25 per cent., gram with 20 per cent., and wheat with 11 
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per cent. There is a fair amount of opium cultivation, which 
averages some 330 acres. 

The chief cultivating castes are Rajputs, Ahirs, Koeris, 
Chamars, Brahmans and Bhars. The Rajputs belong mainly to 
the Karcholia, Kausik, Bisen and Barwar clan, the first largely 
preponderating. Proprietors have some 33 per cent, of the area 
in their own cultivation, either as sir or khudhasht They have 
increased the amount of late years, mainly at the expense of 
jbhe old tenants at fixed rates, who have been almost crushed 
out in this pargana and now hold no more than six per cent. 
Occupancy tenants cultivate 47 per cent., and tenants-at-will 
nearly 13 per cent., the remainder being held ‘ by ex-pro- 
prietary tenants or else rent-free. Some 26 per cent, of the 
land is sublet, and these shikmi tenants pay on an average Es. 
6-2-0 per acre. The rate for tenants at fixed rates is Rs. 3-6-0, 
that of occupancy tenants Rs. 3-13-7, and that of tenants-at-will 
Es. 3-13-10, the slight difference being due to the fact that the 
unprivileged classes can only obtain the more inferior lands. 
These rates are subject to enhancement in the case of sugarcane cul- 
tivation, the increase being known as beshi uhh. Some refer- 
ence has been made to this special rate in chapter *111 ; it varies 
in different villages, but the general rule is that no rent is paid 
for the first year when the land is fallow and prepared for cane^ 
while in the second year three times the ordinary rent is collected. 
If sugarcane is grown without a previous fallow year, the ordinary 
rental demand is increased by 60 per cent. The revenue demand 
now stands at Rs. 40,031, exclusive of cesses which contribute an 
additional Rs. 6,927. There are in all 214 villages in the 
pargana, and these are divided into 1,508 mahals. Of the latter, 
214 are held by single proprietors, 244 are joint zaTYiindari^ 404 
perfect pattidari, and the remaining 646 imperfect pattidari ; 
as inKopaohit West, the hTiaiyachara form of tenure is unknown. 

The pargana is said to have been originally held by Cherus, 
to whom are ascribed the extensive ruins at Pakka Kot and the 
traces of old sites to be found in several other villages. Subse- 
<jnently the Cherus were displaced by Rajputs of the Sonbansi 
clan, known as Karoholias and Kausiks, the former holding the 
north and west of the pargana, comprised in the taluqas of 
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Ratsand and Garwar, while the latter occupied the country south 
of the Sarju^ which is divided into the two tdluqas of Chit and 
Firozpur. Several villages in the north are owned by Bisens, 
while the taluqa of vShah Salempur, now a tappa of Sikandarpur 
East, but formerly a part of this pargana, is held by a branch 
of the Sengars. This territorial arrangement existed at the time 
of the permanent settlement, but in subsequent years several 
large areas were sold for arrears of revenue. The principal pur- 
chasers were Deo kinandan Singh and his son, Janki Prasad, who 
bought Garwar and some 13 other villages, most of which still 
remain in the possession of their descendants, and are managed 
together with the rest of their property by the Court of Wards. 
All the Kausik estates, too, were sold and purchased by the Pandes 
of Bairia. The latter were unable to gain possession, as the 
Kausiks offered open resistance and in 1840 murdered the agent 
of the auction purchaser, for which crime 37 of them were 
sentenced to imprisonment for life and sent to the Alipur jail. 
A manager was then appointed by Government with a strong 
force of police to support him, but the old proprietors continued 
to give much trouble and many endeavours mere made, but with- 
out success, to induce the Pandes to relinquish their purchase. 
During the mutiny the Eausxks openly rebelled and long resisted 
all attempts to restore order. Eventually the Pandes agreed to 
sell the estate for Rs. 44,000 in 1858, some of the money being 
raised by the Kausiks themselves and the rest borrowed from 
local money-lenders. Most of the debt has been paid off, 
although a share in both taluqas has passed into the possession 
of the mahajans. The restoration of the laud has been attended 
with the happiest re'-ults and the Kausiks are now peaceable as 
any of the mnfiinda/)'’s in the district. At the present time 64 per 
cent, of the pargana is owned by Rajputs, ten per cent, by Bhuin- 
hare, nine per cent, by Brahmans, six per cent, by Musalmans, 
and the rest by other Hindus . 

The population of the pargana numbered 60,000 at the census 
of 1881, and ten years later the total had risen to 62,174. The 
last enumeration in 1901 showed a slight decline, the number of 
inhabitants being 61,646, of whom 4,276 were Musalmans. The 
chief places in the pargana include the town uf Baragaon, and 
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the large villages of Eatsand and Garwar, which have been 
separately described, as also has Phephna, an important road 
and railway junction. The pargana derives its name fromKopa 
or Kopwa, a village near the Sarju, and from Chit, now generally 
known as Baragaon. The tract is well provided with means of 
communication, for through the ‘centre runs the railway from 
Ballia to Man, with a station at Phephna, from which a branch 
line leads to Baragaon and Ghazipur. From Phephna metalled 
roads run to Ballia, Basra and Ghazipur, the latter having a 
branch communicating with Baragaon station. Several unmetal- 
led roads radiate from Garwar, two of them connecting with the 
Basra road at Phephna and Piaria, while others run north to 
Khajuri and Sikandarpur, north-east to Bansdih, and north- 
west to ISTagra, The Sarju is crossed on the main road by a 
temporary pile bridge, which is replaced during the rains by 
a ferry. 


EOPACHIT WEST Pargana, TaJisil Easba. . 

On the formation of the district in 1879, the western half of 
the old Kopachit pargana was left in the Basra tahsil, while the 
rest was assigned to Ballia. Kopachit West occupies the south- 
eastern corner of the tahsil, and consists of a pear-shaped tract of 
country, bounded on the north by the two parganas of Sikandar- 
pur, on the west by Lakhnesar, on the east and south-east by the 
rest of Kopachit, and on the south, for a very short distance, by 
the Ghazipur district. As at present constituted, it has a total 
area of 37,602 acres or 68*7 square miles. 

Like Kopachit East, the pargana lies wholly in the upland 
tract. The chief drainage line is the Sarju, which for a short 
distance forms the southern boundary and then enters the pargaJtxa 
at Kasirpur; after flowing northwards for two miles, it again 
turns east at the old fort of Gaurai and then passes into 
Kopachit East, The north and central tract is traversed by the 
Budhi, a small and tortuous stream which enters the pargana at 
the extreme north-western corner and thence flows in a south- 
easterly direction past Hajauli to leave the pargana at the largo 
village of Aundi, to the south of Chilkahar railway station. 
The Budhi is usually of insignificant dimensions, hut during the 

15 
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rains it attains a considerable volume^ flooding the rice lands 
along its banks. In some instances this is led to satmation, 
and the result is to be seen in patches of barren usar. Generally, 
however, the pargana is fertile, the soil being for the most part 
a light loam, though this changes to clay in the depressions. The 
latter are most numerous in the north and west, where there is a 
string of jhils leading eastwards towards the Suraha Tal; the 
largest are to be found in the villages of Saun, Indarpur and 
Asanwar. 

In the matter of general development the pargana is inferior 
to Kopachit East. During the five years ending in 1906 the average 
cultivated area was 24,732 acres or 65*8 per cent, of the whole, 8,668 
acres being classed as culturable, and 4,212 acres or 11 per cent, as 
barren. The actually unculturable area is very small, for 3,273 
acres are either under water or occupied by villages, sites, roads, 
railway and the like. Similarly of the culturable area 904 acres 
are grove land and 1,306 acres are new fallow, while much of the 
remainder is either covered with dJiah jungle or else is of so 
inferior a nature that it would never repay tillage. As regards 
irrigation the pargana is as well provided as any other in the 
district, for no less than 59 per cent, of the cultivation obtains 
water. Wells constitute the chief source of supply, but there is 
a large number of tanks, which are extensively utilized. The 
chief hharif staple is rice, accounting for nearly 44 per cent, of 
the area sown in that harvest, and next comes sugarcane with 
17 per cent., the highest proportion in the district ; the other crops 
comprise hodon^ arhar^ and bajra. In the rahi barley 

and peas constitute 42 and 34*6 per cent, of the area respectively, 
while wheat and gram make up most of the balance. On an 
average, 17,373 acres are cultivated in the kharif, and 13,015 
acres in the ro&i, the double-cropped area being 6,681 acres or 
23 per cent, of the land under the plough. 

The cultivating castes are the same as those found in Kopaohit 
East, At the present time 33 per cent, of the land is included in 
proprietary holdings, either as sir or khudkasht^ 44 per cent, held 
by occupancy tenants., 16 per cent, by tenants-at-will, and only 
five per cent, by tenants at fixed rates. This last class has almost 
disappeared, as is also the case in Kopaohit East, for in thcM 
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parganas the zamiTidars have been particularly successful in their 
attempts to extinguish tenancies of this nature. Much of the pro-^ 
prietary cultivation is sublet, shikmi tenants holding nearly 21 per 
cent, of the total area. They pay on an average Rs. 8-1-7 per acre, 
as compared with Es. 2-15-0 paid by tenants at fixed rates, Rs. 4-4-6 
by occupancy tenants and Rs. 3-16-11 by tenants -at-will. 

The present revenue demand for the pargana is Es. 29,905, 
this sum excluding cesses, which aggregate Rs, 3,940. There are 
134 villages, now divided into 923 mahals. Of the latter no fewer 
than 557 are held in joint zcoTnindari tenure, while 193 are single 
mmindarip 112 perfect and 61 imperfect pattidari, Rajputs own 
52 per cent, of the land, Brahmans ten per cent., Bhuinhars nine 
per cent., Musalmans seven per cent., while Kayasths and other 
Hindus are in possession of the remainder. In former days 
almost the entire area was owned by the Karcholia Rajputs, who 
still retain the large taluqas of Hajauli and Chilkahar, the former 
being represented by Babu Har Charan Singh and the latter by 
Babu Mahadeo Prasad Singh, Between the permanent settlement 
and that of 1840 several villages were sold on account of arrears, 
the chief purchaser being Janki Prasad, the son of the notorious 
amil Deokinandan. These are still held by his descendants and 
are now under the management of the Court of Wards. A portion 
of Hajauli, too, was purchased by the Musalman Iraqis of Basra, 
but in Chilkahar the Karcholias have managed to retain practically 
the whole of their ancestral possessions. 

The population of the pargana rose from 39,388 in 1881 to 
41,726 at the following census. In 1901 it was found that there 
had been a slight decline, the number of inhabitants being 
40,914, of whom 3,017 were Musalmans. There is no town 
in the pargana, though several villages have large populations, 
such as Hajauli, Dumri, Aundi and Chilkahar. The last- 
named place is important as possessing a railway station on 
the line from Ballia to Mau. Parallel to the line on the 
south runs the metalled road from Ballia to Basra, crossing 
the Budhi by a bridge. The unmetalled roads from Garwar 
to Nagra and Sikandarpur serve the north and west of the 
pargana, and that from Piaria to Dehma in Ghazipur traverses 
the south-eastern corner. 
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KORANTADIH^ Pargana Gabha, Tahsil Ballia. 

This place was selected in 1876 as the headquarters of a 
tahsil in the Ghazipur district^ and so remained till the transfer 
of pargana Garha to Ballia in 1892. Two years later^ when the 
encroacliments of the Ganges washed away the district courts and 
offices at Ballia^ the selection of Korantadih for their location 
again brought the place into an ephemeral prominence. It stands 
in 25° 35' 17. and 83® 59' E., on the banks of the Ganges and 
close to the metalled road from Ballia to Ghazipur, 23 miles 
distant from the former. There is practically no village of 
Korantadih, and the population of 87 souls at the last census -was 
composed solely of officials. Hard by to the east lie the adjacent 
villages of Savayan and Ujiar, with a combined total of 3,123 
inhabitants. Korantadih still possesses a police-station, post- 
office, cattle-pound, and a lower primary school. The excellent 
house on the bank of the river, till 1873 the residence of the 
officer in charge of the Government stud and subsequently from 
1894 to 1902 occupied by the collector of the district, is main- 
tained as an inspection bungalow. Most of the other buildings 
have been dismantled, but the treasury and record-rooms 
have been left, in recognition of the possibility of again 
establishing a tahsil here. Opposite Korantadih is the town 
of Buxar in Shaliahad, access to which is obtained by the 
Ujiar ferry, 

KOTWA, Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia, 

The village of Kotwa lies in 26® 47' N. and 84® 30' E., some 
two miles north of Bairia and 22 miles from the district head- 
quarters, on the road leading from the former place to Suremanpur 
railway station. The road crosses the Bhagar nala by a bridge, 
the cost of which was raised by subscriptions through the agency 
of a noted Goshain of the place, Sudisht Baba by name. He used 
to live in a mango grove adjoining the important bazar of 
Baniganj, and a fair is held annually in his honour during the 
month of Aghan, attended by about 20,000 persons from the 
neighbourhood. Some reference to this gathering has been made 
in Chapter II, The bazar of Eaniganj is the most important 
market in this part of the district, and from it nearly all the 
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village of the pargana derive their supplies of grain and cloth. 
It is surrounded^ save at one corner where a dispute has arisen 
regarding the land, by a high wall, and in the centre is a well 
with masonry shops on either side. Eaniganj is one of many 
hamlets which make up the village of Kotwa. The place is 
included in taluqa Damodarpur, and belongs to the Dumraon 
estate. It was formerly held by Lohatamia Rajputs, who are the 
principal inhabitants. The population, which numbered 3,144 
in 1881 and 2,848 in 1891, amounted at the last‘ census to 2,865 
persons, of whom 147 were Musalmans. The village was the 
first place in this district to be attacked by plague, which made 
its appearance in 1901 and was imported from Revelganj. 

LAKHNESAR, Pargana Lakhkesar, Tahsil Rasra. 

The pargana of Lakhnesar derives its name from a small and 
practically deserted village standing on the left bank of the 
Sarju in 25° 48' IST. and 83° 49' E,, at a distance of some five 
miles south-west from Rasra. The place, which is generally known 
as Lakhnesar Dih, is called after Lachhman, the brother of Ram 
Chandra, the tradition being that the former built a temple here 
in honour of Mahadeo. It is at least evident from this tradition 
that Lakhnesar is a place of great antiquity. The remains of an 
ancient town are still to be seen on the high bank of the river, in 
the shape of immense piles of rubbish, from which numerous 
pieces of sculpture have from time to time been obtained. 
According to the local legend the place was a stronghold of the 
Bhars, and these people were dispossessed by the Sengars, who 
afterwards made Rasra their home. At the present time Lakhnesar 
Dih is quite insignificant, and at the last census the sole inhabit- 
ants were two Faqirs, who resided at the shrine of an old 
Muhammadan saint, in whose honour a small fair is held here 
annually in the beginning of August. 

LAKHNESAR Pargana, Tahsil RA.snA. 

This pargana occupies the south central portion of the tahsil, 
being bounded on the south by the Ghazipur district, on the 
east by Kopachit West, and on the north and west by Sikan- 
darpur# In many respects it is one of the most interesting 
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parganaa of the district by reason of its fiscal and general 
history, and is further of importance as possessing- the town of 
Basra, in which are located the tahsil headquarters. The 
pargana is, however, of small dimensions, having at the present 
time a total area of 34,383 acres or 53*7 square miles, 

Lakhnesar lies wholly in the upland portion of the district, 
and is a tract of a generally homogeneous character. The soil, 
however, varies in nature, from a light sandy loam along the 
high bank of the Sarju in the south, where the crops depend 
chiefly on the rainfall, to a stiff rice-producing clay in the 
numerous depressions. While most of the pargana has a loam soil, 
there is a large proportion of clay, and in several places there 
are stretches of unculturable usar» This is the result of satura- 
tion, for the drainage in the interior is often defective, notably 
in the neighbourhood of Basra, where a drainage scheme is under 
consideration. The project involves a out to relieve the water- 
logged lands surrounding the town, leading southwards into the 
string of jhils known as the Taleji Tal, and thence into the Sar ju. 
The latter is the chief drainage line, the others belonging to the 
very imperfect systems known as the Basnahi and Lakra in the 
extreme north, which eventually form the stream called the Budhi, 
The country is well wooded, and near Basra is the only patch of 
tree jungle in the district, surrounding the shrine of Nath Baba, 
Owing to the large extent of unculturable land, the pargana 
has failed to attain as high a state of development as the other 
parts of the district. The land under cultivation amounts to 
22,128 acres or 64*4 per cent, of the whole area, this figure being 
the average of the returns for the past five years. Of the remain- 
der, 3,657 acres or 10*6 per cent, are returned as barren, and 
8,597 acres or 25 per cent, as culturable waste. The former for 
the most part comprises land under water or occupied by villages 
and roads, as only 422 acres are shown as actually unculturable. 
This does not, however, properly represent the state of affairs, as 
a far larger area is really unfit for cultivation. Excluding 
groves, which cover 991 acres, and new fallow, 1,687 acres, there 
remain nearly 6,000 acres of old fallow and so-called culturable 
waste, though the bulk of this consists of usar and dhah jungle 
jouli never repay a tillage. The hharif is the more 
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important harvest and occupies a much greater area than the rabi^ 
the averages being 15^680 and ll^SSl acres respectively. In 
former days the difference was even more marked^ for of late 
years the double-cropped area has rapidly increased, and now 
averages 4,946 acres or 22*3 per cent, of the cultivation. The 
proportion is low for this district, and is indeed exceeded in 
every pargana save Sikandarpur East. The principal kharif 
staples are rice, which accounts for 45 per cent, of the harvest, 
and sugarcane, 13*5 percent.; the rest consists chiefly of arhar, 
mandua^ and other small millets. Barley averages 52*4 per cent, 
of the Tobi area, and after this come peas with 30*8 per cent. 
Wheat and gram constitute the bulk of the remainder, but in 
either case the proportion is much lower than in any other part of 
the district. As a matter of fact, Lakhnesar is probably the 
poorest of all the Ballia parganas, and this contention is empha- 
sized by the inferiority of the crops grown. Means of irrigation 
are generally ample, and on an average 60 per cent, of the culti- 
vation obtains wat^r, though even this is a lower figure than 
those of the neighbouring tracts. Wells form the chief source of 
supply, and less than 14 per cent, of the irrigation is obtained 
from other sources ; artificial tanks are fairly numerous, but there 
is a general absence of natural reservoirs for the purpose. 

At the same time the low standard of agriculture may be 
largely attributed to the composition of the agricultural community. 
Practically all the land is in the hand of high-caste cultivators, 
more than 50 per cent, being held as sir and Jchudkasht, 
Tenants at fi.xed rates are quite unknown in this pargana, as in 
former days the entire area was nominally sir; but at the present 
time the occupancy tenants have 27 per cent, of the land in their 
possession, though the majority of these are also mmindars. 
Save for insignificant areas held rent-free or by ex-proprietors, 
the remainder of the pargana is cultivated by tenants-at-will. A 
considerable proportion of the sir land is sublet, amounting in 
all to nearly 21 per cent, of the entire area included in holdings. 
The rent-rates are high, shiJcmis on an average paying E,s. 6-9-7 
per acre, occupancy tenants Es. 5-6-5 and others Es. 6-8-6. 
The revenue demand for the pargana is Es. 19,649, while cesses 
amop.nt to a further Es. 3,680. The incidence is the lightest in 
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the district, though this is a result rather of the peculiar history 
of the pargaua than of a recognition of its inferior capacities. 

The population in 1881 numbered 52,677 souls, and ten 
years later the total dropped to 52,136. There was a further 
decline at the last census of 1901, when the number of inhabit- 
ants was 49,662, of whom 42,947 were Hindus, 6,670 Musalmans 
and 116 of other religions. The prevailing castes are Rajputs, 
almost exclusively of the Sengar clan, Banias, Bhars, Chamars 
and Brahmans. The most important place in the pargana is 
Rasra, a thriving town and the chief business centre of the district. 
Among the larger villages mention may be made of Nagpura, 
Tika Deori, Jam and Atbila, The tract is well provided with 
means of communication, for through the centre runs the railway 
from Man to Ballia with a station at Basra, which is also 
connected with the district headq^uarters by a metalled road. 
Other roads lead from Basra to Nagra, Haldharpur, Dehma and 
Ghazipur. 

The pargana derives its name from a small and now unin- 
habited village called Lakhnesar Dih, which stands on the banks 
of the Sarju in its south-eastern ■ corner. It is said that the 
country was formerly occupied by the Bhars, and these people 
were expelled by Sengar Rajputs, who came from the Etawah 
distiict. The Sengars subsequently took up their headquarters 
at Basra and obtained possession of the entire pargana, which 
has continued in the hands of this clan unto the present day. 

Their history is remarkable, for at all times they were 
renowned for their strength and courage, but on no occasion 
do they seem to have had a common Raja, the republican nature 
of their institutions being illustrated by the fact that the 637 
mahals into which the pargana is now divided are all held in 
hhaiydchara tenure. Nevertheless, their union was so complete 
that the Sengars were the only clan who preserved their proprie- 
tary rights intact. In 1761, when the management of the Benares 
province was made over by the Nawab Wazir to Balwant Singhs 
■ftte latter tried to introduce the same system of village manage- 
ment which he bad established elsewhere. The experiment was a 
total failure, for the authority of the amil was set at naught, with 
the restilt that about 1764 the Raja came jv'ith a strong force, to 
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which the Eajputs only submitted after a sanguinary fight near 
Rasra. A compromise was then effected^ by which a fixed 
revenue of Rs, 20^501 was imposed on the pargana^ which the 
Sengars were to manage in their own fashion. They had their 
own revenue collector, and the distribution of the demand was 
effected by themselves without any interference on the part of the- 
Government. When Mr. Duncan assumed control of Benares the 
Sengars were considered the most independent and troublesome of 
all the subjects of the Company, and in 1793 they actually 
attacked the Resident's bodyguard when he visited the pargana. 
The offence w^as afterwards condoned, and the same arrangement 
was permitted to continue with regard to the revenue. The 
Sengars nevertheless fell into arrears in 1796, in which year 
Dfcokinandan Singh assumed ofEice as tahsildar. It was 
proposed to sell the rights and interests of the four chau^- 
dhris of the clan, but the Sengars resisted, and eventually 
the judge of Ghazipur decided that the ehaudhris were not 
liable in the absence of any agreement on their part to be 
responsible for the payment of the revenue. Accordingly in 
1799 it was resolved to make a detailed settlement of the 
pargana, and the collector w^as given the assistance of a 
military force to overcome opposition. There was no intention 
of increasing the amount of the revenue, but none the less the 
collector set himself to obtain an enhancement, beginning with 
a grain settlement at half rates. This was"* disallowed by 
Government, and was followed by a village settlement, though 
the zamindars refused to engage and almost the whole pargana 
w^as given in farm. This arrangement was also cancelled, and 
finally in August 1800 the collector induced the ehaudhris and 
others to agree to pay an enhanced revenue of Rs. 40,738. Even 
then no separate village agreements were taken, the tract being 
merely divided into 26 rtiahals. The settlement was reluctantly 
sanctioned by Government in 1801, but the enhanced revenue was 
never paid, with the result that the sale of the whole pargana was 
proposed and ultimately permitted. The sale actually took place, 
the purchaser being the Raja of Benares, who attempted to gain 
possession by means of a large semi-military force, though 
without much success. In 1802 the Raja was requested to 
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relinquish the pur chaser and the former sale and settlement were 
cancelled^ orders being given that a detailed village settlement 
should be formed, without increasing the demand assessed by 
Mr, Duncan. This settlement was carried out by Mr. Barton, 
collector of Ghazipur, the original demand of Es. 20,601 being 
maintained, with the deduction of Es. 1,643, of which Es. 1,200 
were on account of the tahsildar^s salary, Es. 216 as the allowance 
of the sarishtadar and Es. 228 as the nanhar of the zamindars^ 
the net revenue payable to Government being Es. 18,868. By 
this settlement the pargana was divided into 35 mahalsj but no 
"care was taken that each mahal should comprise the whole of* 
one or several villages. Ostensibly this appears to have been 
done, but in fact the mahals are inextricably mixed, containing 
fractions of several villages, and each proprietary body being 
sharers in several mahals. 

There was moreover no record-of-rights, and this was not 
attempted till 1841, while even then the papers prepared were 
absolutely useless. The revision of records in that year was 
accompanied by a slight change in the revenue, as the separate 
offices of taksildar and sarishtadar were abolished, the duties 
being performed by the tahsildar and qanungo of Basra, so that 
the old allowances were reduced to Es. 228, and the net revenue 
increased by^ Es. 1,416, the gross total remaining the same as 
before. In 1868 an attempt was made to prepare a complete set 
of records, and the work was finished in 1873. The results were 
not very satisfactory as numerous errors were found in the papers, 
owing not only to the unusual intricacy of tenures, the enormous 
number of shareholders, and the almost indefinite subdivision 
of shares, but also to the apathy and covert opposition of the 
zamindara themselves. The confusion that had arisen was 
indeed extraordinary. Up to 1874 the revenue was collected by 
the lambardars of the different mahals with the aid of chaprasis 
from certain recorded persons scattered all over the country 
without any regard to the extent of their holdings, and irrespective 
of the fact as to ’v^hether they held any land or not. Under this 
system the transfer of land did not affect the payment of revenue, 
for the mau who sold it still remained liable for the demand, 
while the purchaser was liable to no enhancement.. This confusion 
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arose from the well-known custom by which a shareholder 
possessing land in several villages pays his revenue only in one; 
so that when he purchases land in another village, he does not 
pay the amount by which the revenue has been increased in the 
new village, but in his own. When the collection of revenue 
was made over to the tahsildar of Easra in 1841, this custom was 
not understood, and hence the result that the man who sold land 
had still to pay its revenue, a result which was solely due to the 
carelessness and ignorance of the tahsil officials. The record-of- 
rights enabled the patwari system to be introduced, it reformed 
the loose customs relating to transactions in land, and it eompletely 
roused the zanfiindars from their old attitude of apathy. The 
very errors of the record led to its improvement; and at all 
events prepared the way for the next revision in 1882, which 
followed on a cadastral survey. An attempt had formerly been 
made to get the zav^indars to agree to a uniform distribution of 
the revenue on the whole cultivated area, and this endeavour was 
renewed by Mr, Eoberts, though without success, and eventually 
the demand was distributed by calculating a rate for the cultur- 
able area of each mahal and applying it to the several holdings. 

The Sengars still retain their proprietary interest, though a 
small portion of the land has been alienated. According to the 
latest returns 83 per cent, of the pargana is held by the Sengars, 
11‘4 per cent, by Brahmans and 4‘5 per cent, by Musalmans, the 
remainder being held by other Hindus, The Musalmans are 
confined to a single village, which is said to have been bestowed 
on their Pathan ancestors in return for military services rendered 
to some Sengar chieftain : their rights were on several occasions 
contested by the Sengars, and on at least two of these the Pathans 
were actually dispossessed. The Brahmans obtained their land 
originally as muafi grants, but they are included in the pargana 
revenue-roll, and the three villages which they now hold are 
recorded as zammdari property. 

MAIEITAE, Pargana Khabid, Tahsil Baksbih. 

A large village on the eastern bank of the Suraha Tal, lying 
in 25° 61' IT. and 84° 13' E., on the cross road connecting that 
from Ballia to Bansdib with that from Bansdih to Maniar, at a 
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distance of two miles south-west from the headquarters of the 
tahsil and some ten miles from Ballia, To the sonth of the village 
is a large mango grove, well known as a camping-ground io 
those who frequent the Suraha Tal during the cold weather, when 
the lake abounds with waterfowl. The place is in a thriving 
condition, and has grown largely of late years. In 1881 it had 
a population of 2,005, and this rose to 3,006 in 1891, while at the 
last census Mairitar contained 3,092 inhabitants, of whom all but 
14 were Hindus. The principal residents are Narauni Eajputs, 
who obtained the engagement at the permanent settlement for 
this village and all the Sukhpura taluqa. They still retain most 
of their old possessions, though a small portion of this village 
has been sold to Kayasths. The total area is 924 acres and the 
revenue demand Rs. 862. Mairitar contains nine sugar refineries, 
an upper primary school, and a bazar in which markets are held 
twice a week. 


MAJHAWA, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia. 

This village, also known as Maehhua Tal from a swamp 
to the north of the main site, lies in 26® 46' N. and 84® 23' E., 
on the road from Ballia to Bairia, at a distance of one mile 
north of the Ganges and thirteen miles east from the district 
headquarters. A few years ago the place narrowly escaped 
destruction, for the Granges made its way northwards to the very 
edge of the village; but it has since receded and the lands have 
again reformed. Thfe place, however, lies low, and much of the 
area is inundated during the rains. This low ground affords 
abundant pasturage, and considerable numbers of horses are 
grazed here, being imported from the Meerut division and 
elsewhere during March or April and sold at the Sonpur fair 
and other gatherings. The trade has diminished of late years, 
but is still of some importance. The population of Majhawa 
in 1881 numbered but at the last census it had risen 

to 2,801, of whom 36 were Musalmans. The principal residents are 
Eathor and Hayobans Eajputs^ who are the owners of the greater 
portion of the land, and are an extremely litigious community. 
The place contains a sugar refinery, nine looms, an upper primary 
school, and a bazar in which markets are held twice a week* 
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MANIA R, Pargana Khahix), Tahsil 
Bansdih. 

A considerable town of some commercial importance, 
standing on the right bank of the Ghagra^ in 25° 59' N. and 
84° 11' E., at a distance of seven miles south-east from 
Sikandarpur, 18 miles from Ballia, and eight miles from the 
tahsil headquarters, with which it is connected by an un m etalled 
road, continuing to Sikandarpur and Turtipar, The place has 
one main road, with masonry drains on either side, but has 
hardly any of the characteristics of a town, with no public 
buildings of any note, the houses being clustered round high 
artificial mounds, which axe now waste and bare, but were 
formerly occupied by the fortified residences of the proprietors. 
Its importance is derived from its position on the river, which 
has made Maniar a prominent centre of the grain trade ; large 
quantities of rice and other grains are brought in boats from 
Gorakhpur, Basti and Saran, while salt, tobacco and other 
articles are brought from lower Bengal. There are sis large 
golas built of burnt bricks and roofed with tiles, and about ten 
smaller ones, for the storage of grain and other articles, from 
which the greater part of the pargana is supplied. The chief 
exports are sugar and oilseeds, which are carried to Patna, 
Dacca, Murshidabad, Maldah and Calcutta. The manufactures 
of the town consist of sugai', for which there are eight refineries, 
and of country cloth, some 25 looms being at work at the present 
time. The chief market days are Wednesday and Saturday in 
each week, w^hile a large fair, knowm as the Ektijia, takes place 
in the month of Baisakh, the ostensible object being the worship 
of Parasi-am, whose temple stands in the town. ^ 

At the census of 1853 Maniar had a population of 6,222 
souls, but this fell to 6,124 in 1865 and to 5,286 in 1872. Since 
that time the place has grown steadily in size, the total being 
8,600 in 1881 and 8,765 ten years later. At the last census in 
1901 the town contained 9,483 inhabitants, of whom 662 were 
Musalmans, The principal residents are Barwar Rajputs and 
Banias. There is a police outpost here, as well as a cattle-pound, 
a branch post-office, an upper primary school, and three unaided _ 
indigenous schools with some 40 pupils. 
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Maniar has been administered under Act XX of 1856 
since 1873. The income is derived from a house-tax, which 
for the three years ending in 1906 averaging Es. 1,582, 
while the total receipts from all sources, including the 
opening balance, were Es. 2,420. There are 1,781 houses 
in the town, of which 460 are assessed, the average inci- 
dence of the tax being Es. 2-12-8 per assessed house and 
Ee. 0-2-8 per head of population. The number of the houses 
paying the tax has recently being reduced, many of those 
with a low rate of assessment having been struck off the 
list. The average expenditure for the same period was Es. 1,990 
annually, the chief heads being Es. 750 for the maintenance 
of the town police force, Es. 286 for the conservancy staff, 
and Es. 823 for small local improvements. The provisions of 
the Sanitation Act are also in force. 

The village lands of Maniar cover 941 acres and are assessed 
at Es, 1,926. The permanent settlement was made with the 
Barwars, whose descendants hold almost the whole area, about 
one-ninth having been sold to Kayaaths, Maniar gives its name 
to a tappa, the history of which is of some interest. The Barwars 
are said to have come from Azamgarh and under the leadership 
of one Bhimal Eai to have expelled the Pande zamindars from 
Mander or Maniar, one of the five tappas of Khar id. The 
descendants of Bhimal Eai divided the estate into three taluqaSy 
still known as Docla Eai, Pahar Eai, and Sahib Eai from the 
names of the three chieftains of the clan. The entire tappa was 
settled in 1790 with the Barwars at a final demand of Es. 14,151. 
In 1814 considerable arrears had accumulated owing to quarrels 
that had arisen between the sharers, and the tappa was sold by 
auction. On the day of the sale the owners tendered the balance 
due, Es. 17,832, but having forgotten or being unaware of the 
claim for interest, they asked for a day^s grace, which was most 
foolishly and inconsiderately refused. The estate was sold for 
Es. 50,000 to Thakur Debi Dayal Singh, who w^as apparently 
the agent of Sheo Narayan Singh, the father of the well-known" 
Eaja Sir Deo Xarayan Singh of Benares. The folly of this 
sale is further illustrated by the fact that an offer of Es. 99,000 
by one 'of fche co-sharers was refused. The not unnatural result 
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was that thd purchaser could not obtain possession and violenco 
ended in several murders. In 1821 the Barwars^ after much 
litigation, threw themselves on the mercy of Government, and 
eventually the estate was bought back for Es. 2,06,987, on the 
22nd of July 1822. After deducting the arrears of Es. 1/,951^ 
including the interest, and Es. 4,695 due to the defaulters on 
account of miscellaneous charges from the Es. 50,000 paid 
by Debi Dayal, there remained to the credit of the Barwars 
Es. 36,744, leaving a debit balance of Es. 1,70,243 to be paid 
to Government. It was ordered that the estate should pay 
interest on this sum at the rate of 5 per cent,, j>ending liquidation 
of the debt, and that this should be added to the original revenue. 
The property was afterwards split up into 18 pattiSj the revenue 
and debt being apportioned to each according to its area : so that 
any single pattidar could clear off his share of the debt separately. 
On these conditions the estate, which had hitherto been under 
direct management, was restored to the Barwars in 1835. Shox*tly 
afterwards three pattis fell into arrears : one, Patti Zalim Singh, 
Was put up to auction in 1838, but finding no purchaser, was 
bought in by Government for Ee. 1 and held directly till 1868, 
when, it was resettled with the zamindars at a slightly reduced 
demand ; another, Patti Sanuman Singh, was sold in 1839 for 
Es. 1,200, to Qazi Paighambar Bakhsh of Qazipur in pargana 
Sikandarpur ; and the third, Patti Jaipal Eai, was sold in 1843 to 
Rai Manik Chand, a former deputy collector. In 1882 the widow 
of Paighambar Bakhsh petitioned Government for a remission of 
the additional demand in the way of interest and also of the 
principal, as the latter had been repaid more than twice by tho 
former. She was supported by several other sharers, with the 
result that on the 13th of August 1887, the remission was 
granted as an act of grace to the whole tappa, which was 
tWs restored to the revenue as assessed at the pormanont 
settlement. During this period interest amounting to Es. 4,12,637 
had been paid on a debt of Es. 1,61,360, the difference between 
this and the initial principal being due to the fact that one 
patti^ that of Jeonath Singh in taluqCL Pahar Eai, had attained 
the unique distinction of paying off its share of the debt 
in 1833. 
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MXTRLI CHHAPRA, Fargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia. 

This is one of the numerous large villages in pargana Doaba, 
and is only remarkable for the number of its inhabitants, as is the 
nase with many others in this part of the district, where it fre- 
quently happens that the population of a particular site receives 
large additions through the migration of those whose lands and 
homesteads have been swept away by the vagaries of the Ganges, 
It lies in 25^^ 43' N. and 84° 31' E., at a distance of twenty miles 
east from Ballia, and four miles south-east from Bairia, whence a 
road leads through the village to the ferry over the river, giving 
access to Bihia in Shahabad. At the present time the Ganges 
is some four miles distant, but at the survey it flowed within a 
mile of the main site. The population of Murli Chhapra 
includes that of Dukti, a hamlet founded by the inhabitants 
of the village of that name which was submerged many 
years ago. The total in 1881 was 3,549, rising to 3,670 
ten years later, while in 1901 it was 3,687, of whom 127 
were Musalmans, The principal residents are Tomar Rajputs, 
but the lands, which cover 328 acres and are assessed a 
Rs. 635, are owned by the Dumraon estate, which has been 
in possession since 1839, when the former revenue-free grant 
was resumed. Markets are held twice a week in Murli 
Chhapra, and in the hamlet of Dalan Chhapra there is at 
post-office and an upper primary school. 

NAGPUEA, Fargana Lakhistesar, Tahsil Rasra. 

This village lies in the south-east corner of the pargana, in 
,25° 46' N. and 83° 55' E,, at a distance of some 15 miles from 
Ballia and about siz miles south-east from the tahsil headquar- 
ters. It is built on the left bank of the Sar ju, and almost adjoins 
Tika Deori, another large village which forms the subject of a 
separate article. Like that place, it is held by Sengar Rajputs, 
who have been settled here for several centuries. In the village 
is a temple in honour of Nath Baba, the patron saint of the clan^ 
,of whom some mention has been made in Chapter III. The village 
contains seven sugar factories and eight looms, while markets are 
held weekly in the bazar on Sundays, The Sarju is crossed during 
the rains by a ferry, which is the property of the zamindars. 
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The population of Nagpura at the last census numbered 2^677 
souls^ of whom 331 were Musalmans, chiefly of the Julaha caste. 
There has been a considerable decline of late years^ for in 1891 
the total was 2^717^ while at the preceding enumeration of 1881 
the place contained no fewer than 3^620 inhabitants. 

NAGEAj Pargana Sikan'daepub West^ Tahsil Easba. 

A large and important village lying in 25® 57' 17. and 83® 
63' E.^ at the junction of several unmetalled roads leading to 
Easra on the souths Garwar on the south-east, Sikandarpur on 
the north-east, Turtipar on the north, Bhimpura and Ghosi on the 
north-west, Haldharpur and Mau on the west, and Ghazipur 
on the south-west. It is eight miles distant from Easra and 
24 miles from the headquarters of the district. The village 
belongs to tappa Muhammadpur, and on the formation of the 
Azamgarh district in 1832 it was made the headquarters of a 
tahsil ; it so remained till the constitution of Ballia as a separata 
district and the transfer of Bhadaon and Sikandarpur in 1879. 
This change materially affected the prosperity of Nagra, but the 
place still possesses a police-station, a post-oflioe, a cattle-pound, 
an upper primary school, and a small unaided school, as well as 
a sugar factory and six looms. There is but little trade, and 
the markets held twice a week in the bazar merely serve to 
supply the needs of the neighbouring villages. The population, 
which numbered 3,360 in 1881, had risen to 3,668 at the next 
census, but by 1901 had declined to 3,267, of whom 644 were 
JMiisarlmans. The principal inhabitants are Bars Eajputs, this 
being the chief home of the clan in this district. The colony is 
said to have been founded by Bhim Sen, of Kuba Newada in 
Azamgarh, who settled at Nagra about the year 1623. He and 
bis son, Gujan Sah, as also bis grandson, Aman or Ban Sah, 
extended the family estates beyond the borders of the tappa ; and 
finally, in the fourth generation, Bishun Singh and Kishan Singh 
won the favour of the Nawab Wazir and reduced the entire 
pargana to subjection. At the permanent settlement the Bais 
were deprived of most of their ill-gotten gains, but they still 
hold a fine estate. The present proprietors are Bans Bahadur 
Singh and Jang Bahadur Singh, whose property is now under 
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the Court of Wards. Nagra itself has au area of 1883 acres, and 
is assessed at Es. 1,476. 


NAGWA, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia. 

A large and flourishing village standing in 25® 44' N. and 84® 
13' E., on the north side of the road leading from Ballia toBairia, 
at a distance of three miles east from the district headquarters. It 
contains an upper primary sohool, a bazar in which markets are 
held three times a week, a sugar refinery, and several looms. The 
population has risen steadily from 3,284 in 1881 to 3,342 in 1891, 
and to 8,476 at the last census ; there were then 139 Musalmans in 
the place, while the principal inhabitants are Pande Brahmans, who 
hold most of the land at privileged rates. Their ancestors engaged 
for the village at the permanent settlement, but the proprietary 
right subsequently passed into the hands of the Maharaja of 
Dumraon. From the west of the village a recently-constructed 
branch road runs north-west to the new civil station of Ballia. 


NAEAINPUE, Pargana Garha, Tahsil Ballia. 

This is the largest of four villages which were transferred from 
pargana Muhammadabad in Ghampur to pargana Garha of this 
district in 1892. It lies in 25® 34' N, and 83® 62' E., a short dis- 
tance to the north of the main road from Ballia to Ghazipnr, some 
two miles west from Korantadih, and about a mile north of the 
Ganges, The village was once included in the old stud farm, but 
at the present time its only claim to mention is the size of its 
population, which at the last census numbered 4,263 persons, 
including 187 Musalmans and a large community of Bhuinhars, 
the latter being the owners of the village lands. The area is very 
small, comprising little more than the main site, and the revenue 
is but Es. 80 ; all the cultivation lies in the adjoining villages of 
Gobindpur, Bishambarpah, and Sarai Kota. A short distance to 
the east is a branch road leading northwards to Lathudih in the 
Gbazipur district. Harainpur is a place of some antiquity, and 
contains traces of ancient habitations, in the neighbourhood of 
which old coins are sometimes found. It was identified by Dr, 
Oldham as the site of the temple of Narayana Deva, mentioned 
by the Chinese pilgrims as being opposite to Buxar^ 
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NAEHI, Pargana Gauha, Tahsil Ballta. 

A very large village in the north of the pargana^ standing 
in 26® 42' N, and 84® 2' E., on the left bank of theMangai, some 
three miles from its confluence with the Sarju^ and on the east 
side of the metalled road from Ballia to Ghazipur, at a distance 
of some eight miles south-west from the former, though by road 
it amounts to more than eleven miles. A second road runs west 
from the village to Karon and Tajpur on the railway. Narhi 
gives its name to a taluqa held by Bhuinhars of the Bern war clan, 
whose contests in the law courts with the Dumraon estate have been 
notorious for the past sixty years. The dispute arose between 
the Bemwar Ghaudhris of Narhi, the chief of the sixteen villages, 
and the Maharaja with regard to certain alluvial lands on the 
boundary, and began in 1866. This was not brought to a con- 
clusion, however, till 1875, when the decree obtained by the 
Maharaja, together with mesne profits, amounted to more than 
ten lakhs of rupees, and this rose to about sixteen lakhs with the 
addition of interest. Finally the whole taluqa was put up to 
auction and purchased by the Maharani for six lakhs. The 
Warhi Babus, who with some reason regarded themselves as 
unjustly treated, successfully resisted all attempts on the part of 
Dumraon to collect rents. More litigation ensued, with the result 
that the co-sharers of about five annas were exempted from the 
earlier decree and recovered their proprietary rights. As the 
taluqa was imdivided, this only increased the diflSculties of 
Dumraon; disputes and fights were of frequently occurrence, 
and Government had to intervene to stop what was in fact a 
public scandal. Finally in 1907 an agreement was reached, 
whereby the Maharani consented to sell her rights in the taluqa 
on the Ballia side of the river for Es. 117,000, a sum based on the 
capitalised value of the difference between the revenue of 1796 and 
that which would be obtained by a settlement at 60 per cent, of 
the present assets of the eleven-anna shares. ,Eents were fixed 
for the diara lands, and Government undertook to resettle the 
taluqa with the persons who would have owned the shares if they 
had never passed to Dumraon. 

The population of Narhi numbered 6,416 souls in 1881, and 
this rose to 6,929 at the following census. In 1901, however, 
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a marked decline was observed, the total being 6,462, of whom 
204 were Mnsalmans, while over one-third were Bhninhars. The 
place contains an npper primary school, a police ontpost, and a 
bazar in which markets are held twice a week. The total area of 
the village lands is 1,822 acres, and the revenne Es, 1,386. 

PAKEI, Pargana Sikandabptte East, Tdhsil Bansdih. 

This village lies in the south-east corner of the pargana, 
adjoining the boundary of Kopachit, in 25® 66' E. and 84® 0' E., 
at a distance of fourteen miles from Ballia and some fifteen miles 
from Bansdih. Like Pur, which lies to the north, Pakri belongs 
to the Shah Salempnr tappa and was included in Kopachit till its 
transfer to Azamgarh in 1838. It was permanently settled with 
Sengar Eajputs, and remained in their hands till 1850, when 
about one-sixth was sold to Earn Narayan Singh of Birpura. 
In 1858 a larger portion was confiscated on account of rebellion, 
and the proprietary right was bestowed upon Sheikh Inayat Easul 
of Chiriakot, as a reward for good services during the mutiny. 
At the present time the Sengars hold about lOJ annas, and the 
Sheikhs nearly 4| annas, while the rest is owned by Brahmans, 
Kayasths, Kalwars, and Kandu Banias ; the total area is 2,779 
acres, and the revenue Es. 2,157. The population of Pakri in 1881 
numbered 2,863 souls, and since that time has considerably 
increased. The total in 1891 was 3,517, though at the last census 
it had dropped to 3,224, of whom 203 were Musalman; the 
Sengars constitute more than one-third of the whole number. The 
place contains at the present time seven sugar refineries and some 
thirty looms, but there is neither school nor market. Adjoining 
the village is a large jMl, which stretches northwards for the 
distance of nearly a mile. 

PHAESATAE, Pargana SiKANrAEPtrE West, Tahsil Easba. 

This village lies in 26° 6' N. and 83° 62' E., on the west side 
of the road leading from Nagra to Ubhaon, at a distance of 16 
miles from Basra and some 30 miles from the district head- 
quarters. It gives its name to a tappa, which was granted in the 
reign of Aurangzeb to one Baha-ud-din, an Ansari Sheikh, who 
commanded an expedition sent against the BisenEaja of Majhauli 



in Gorakhpur. He settled at Pharsatar, and his descendants came 
into contact with the Bais Eajpnts of Nagra at the beginning of the 
18th century. Tradition relates that aU the Sheikhs lost their lives, 
in the struggle, with the solitary exception of a woman named 
Rahm Bibi. The Sheikhs subsequently recovered the property, 
mainly through the exertions of Khadim Ali, a great-uncle of 
the present owner, and obtained the recognition of their rights 
at the permanent settlement; the tappa is now held by a large 
community, of whom the leading representative is Sheikh Abdul 
Ahad. Pharsatar has an area of 1,181 acres and is assessed at 
Bs. 637. The population has somewhat declined of late years, 
the total in 1881 being 2,302, and at the following census 2,276. 
In 1901 the place contained 2,091 inhabitants, of whom 698 were 
Musalmans. The village possesses a branch post-office, a lower 
primary school, and a bazar in which markets are held twice a 
week. 


PHEPHNA, Pargana Kopaohit East, Tahsil Ballia, 
This village lies in 26° 46' N. and 84° 3' E., at a distance of 
some seven miles west from Ballia and fourteen miles from 
Basra. It is of considerable importance as a road nrid railway 
junction. Close to the village on the south runs the Bengal and 
North-Western line from Benares to Ballia, and to the west of the 
station a branch line takes off to Man. Parallel to the former 
runs the metalled road from Ballia to Ghazipur and Benares, 
while a similar branch road leads west to Basra. An unmetaJled 
road goes north from the junction to Garwar and Sikandarpur. 
Apart from its position Phephna is of no importance.- The 
village is held by ICausik Bajputs, who pay Bs. 612 on an area 
of 379 acres. The population at the last census numbered 1,370 
souls, chiefly Kausiks, Brahmans, Koeris and Ahirs. There is a 
police outpost here, as well as a branch post-office and a lower 
primary school. 


PUB, Pargana Sikanhaepub East, TaKsil Bansdih. 

An immense straggling village in the south-east of the 
pargana stretching from Khajuri on the east to the boundary of 
Sikandarpur on the west. It lies in 25° 67' N. and 84° 1' E,, at a 
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distance of eighteen miles north-west from Ballia and fourteen miles 
from the tahsil headquarters. In addition to the main site, there is 
a number of hamlets scattered over the village lands, and a total 
population at the last census was 6,859 persons, of whom 461 
were Musalmans. The principal inhabitants are Sengar Eajputs, 
who were acknowledged as the proprietors at the permanent settle- 
ment and still retain about one-half of the area. Pur forms a 
portion of tappa Shah Salempur, which was originally included 
in Kopachit, but was transferred with other villages to the 
Azamgarh district in 1838. Save for its size the place is of little 
importance; it possesses a lower primary school and two bazars; 
one being situated in the main site, and the other in a hamlet 
called Tola Galara. There are at present nine sugar refineries in 
the village and some twenty looms. 

RA8RA, Pargana Lakhnbsae, Tahsil Rasba. 

The headquarters of the western tahsil are located in a 
thriving and considerable town, which is the most important 
commercial centre in the district. It stands in 26*^ 61' N. and 
83® 62' E., at a distance of 21 miles west-north-west from Ballia* 
It is connected with the capital of the district both by the railway 
and a metalled road ; the former passes to the north of the town, 
the station being about half a mile distant, while the latter runs 
parallel to and to the south of the railway, and joins the Ghazipur 
^oad at Phephna. An unmetalled continuation of this road leads 
north-west along the railway to Haldharpur and Mau in Azam- 
gaxh, while another road goes north from the railway station to 
Nagra, and four more lead southwards to different points on the 
Ghazipur border. The chief of these is that running to Pardhanpur 
on the Sarju, a distance of four miles, whence the trade of Rasra 
used to be carried by river to the Ganges. The water-borne trafiSo 
has not disappeared, though it has been largely supplanted by road 
and railway. The chief articles of commerce are cloth, sugar, 
hides, iron, spices and crude saltpetre ; the business being in the 
hands of Banias and Musalman Iraqis. The town has greatly 
benefited by the advent of the railway, for informer days commu- 
nications were difficult during the rains, owing to the low level 
of the aurrounding country^ which consists mainly of rice fields. 


Basra. 




The town is for the most part substantially built and has a 
prosperous appearance ; the streets are well laid out and more 
cleanly than is the case with most places in this district, though 
a proper drainage system is needed. The population of Basra at 
the census of 1853 was 7,228, but this fell to 5,626 in 1865, while 
in 1881 it has risen to 11,224. Since that time there has been a 
considerable decrease, for in 1891 the total was 9,762, while at the 
last census the place contained 9,872 inhabitants, of whom 6,366 
were Hindus, 3,392 Musalmans, and 114 of other religions, 
chiefly Sikhs. The number of Musalmans is particularly large 
for this district, and their position is illustrated by the presence 
of nine masonry mosques in the town and nine smaller buildings 
of a similar nature. The principal Hindu inhabitants are Sengar 
Eajputs and Kandu and other Banias. The place has been the 
headquarters of the Sengars for a long period ; they own almost 
all the Lakhnesar pargana, and the lands of Basra, which cover 
1,199 acres and are assessed at Bs. 794, are mainly in their 
possession, though a portion has been acquired by Baranwal 
Banias. The Sengars realize large sums from ground-rents in the 
town, and in old days used to exact considerable market and 
other dues. The latter were abolished by Government in 1788, 
and the Sengars were prepared to resist the order by force, till a 
compromise was suggested by the merchants, who had everything 
to lose by a conflict, whereby the ground-rents were raised by 
one-half. Adjoining the town on the west is an extensive grove, 
the remains, it is said, of a primeval forest, containing a large tank 
and the shrine of Nath Baba, the patron saint of the Sengars. 
Bound the tank are several temples, and hundreds of small sati 
monuments, of cylindrical shape and ovoid tops, whitewashed and 
dotted with red patches : some are merely of earth, while others 
are substantially built of brick or stone. The practice appears to 
have been unusually prevalent in this neighbourhood, and actually 
as late as May 1871 a woman became sati at Basra. She was 
not a Sengar widow, however, but of the Bania caste, and con- 
trived with the aid of her step-sons and the family priest, 
who were afterwards brought to justice, to be burnt to death 
on an extemporised pyre of cane and straw in front of her 
own house. 
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The public buildings of Basra include the tahsil^ the munsif s 
court and the police-station, which are located in a single block, 
resembling a fort in appearance, with towers at the angles, 
standing on the north side of the town, close to the Ballia road. 
To the right and left of this block are the middle school and the 
dispensary respectively; while other institutions comprise the 
post-ofiSce, cattle-pound, an aided primary school, and an unaided 
indigenous school. The market days are Wednesday and 
Saturday in each week : a considerable fair takes place here in 
the month of Kuar on the occasion of the Ramlila festival. 

Basra is administered under the provisions of the Sanitation 
Act and also of Act XX of 1856, the latter having been in force 
since 1860. In 1906 there were 2,672 houses in the town, and 
of these 420 were assessed to taxation, the number being formerly 
much greater, owing to the inclusion of many houses with a very 
small assessment, which were exempted in this year in conformity 
with a general change of policy adopted throughout the district. 
The average income for the three preceding years from the house- 
tax alone was Bs. 2,264, giving an incidence of Es. 3-11-10 per 
assessed house, and Be. 0-3-9 per head of population ; while the 
total receipts from all sources, including the initial balance, 
was Rs. 8,827. The average expenditure for the same period 
was Es, 3,466, the chief items being Ba. 1,224 for the upkeep of 
tho town police force, Rs, 462 for the maintenance of the 
conservancy staff, and Bs. 1,184 for minor public improvements. 
It is now proposed to raise the town to the status of a notified 
area under Act I of 1900. 


BASRA Tahsit 

This tahsil forms the western subdivision of the district, 
and consists of a compact block of country^ bounded on the 
south by Ghazipur, on the west by Ajsamgarh, on the north by 
the Ghagra, which separates it from tho Gorakhpur district, and 
on the east by the Bansdih and Ballia tahsils. It is made up 
.of four parganas, Lakhnesar, Kopachit West, Sikandarpur West 
and, Bhadaon, each of which forms the subject of a separate 
article. An account of the constitution of the tahsil has been 
givctx in Chapter IV ^ in dealing with the history of the formation 
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of the Ballia district. The total area^ as calculated from the 
average for the five years ending in 1906; was 270;167 acres or 
422 square miles. The variation is hut small; and is confined to 
the banks of the Ghagra in the north ; and even here it is less 
than ^va8 formerly the case as the course of the river has been 
to some extent fixed by the Turfcipar bridge and the training 
works on either side. The cultivated area in the same years 
averaged 173;746 acres or 64-2 per cent, of the whole. 

In its physical aspects the tahsil is fairly homogeneous; for 
it belongs almost in its entirety to the upland tract; the only 
exception to this rule being afforded by a small area in the north 
of pargana Sikandarpur West. Here there is a narrow strip 
of low alluvium along the Ghagra, both to the west of Turtipar^ 
and also to the east; between that place and Qutbganj, where the 
next kankar reef occurs. The drainage of the upland is carried 
off to a very limited extent by the Ghagra and its tributary the 
Ahar; which for a few miles forms the w^estern boundary; and 
the bulk of the surface drainage finds its way to the Sarju on the 
south and its various affluentS; of which the most important is 
the Budhi. The latter is a sluggish stream originating in the 
Basnahi chain of jhils^ and in many other places the natural fall 
of the water is ill-defined; resulting in the formation of several 
large lakes. The soil is either loam or clay; while in pargana 
Bhadaon and elsewhere in the southern half of the tahsil there are 
large expanses of unfertile usar. Rice is the principal kharif 
crop; and then come sugarcane and arhar, while in the peas 
and barley together occupy over two-thirds of the area tilled. 

The tahsil is administered as a subdivision in the charge 
of a full-powered officer on the district staff. There is also a 
tahsildar with headquarters at Basra; and at the present time 
Babu Ram Parkash Singh is an honorary magistrate for the 
Kagra police circle; while the civil jurisdiction is included in 
that of the Rasra munsif, who is subordinate to the judge of 
Ghazipur. For the purposes of police administration there are 
stations at RasrU; Nagra; Haldharpur and Ubhaon; but these 
circles do not comprise the whole tahsil; as the greater part 
of Kopaohit West is included in that of the Gar war station in 
tahsil Ballia, 
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Prior to the constitution of the Pallia district the parganas 
of Sikandarpur West and Bhadaon were included in Azamgarh, 
while the remainder belonged to Ghazipur. At the census of 
1881 the total population was 292,038, and this rose to 307,645 
at the following census. The last enumeration of 1901 showed 
a marked decline, the number of inhabitants dropping to 288,226, 
of whom 145,212 were females. Classified according to religions, 
there were 264,065 Hindus, 24,036 Musalmans, 116 Sikhs, six 
Aryas, two Christians and one Jain, The predominant Hindu 
castes are Chamars, of whom there were 42,126 ; Eajputs, 38,737 ; 
Ahirs, 34,730 j Brahmans, 25,713 ; Bhars, 19,003 ; Eoeris, 15,066 ; 
and Banias, 12^000. The Eajputs belong to many different 
clans, but the chief are the Sengars, who own all Lakhnesar, the 
Bais, with their headquarters at Nagra, Bisens, Chauhans, and 
Bachgotis. Among the Musalmans, Julahas take the lead with 
8,516 representatives, the bulk of the remainder being Sheikhs,, 
Behnas, and Pathans, The tahsil is mainly agricultural, although 
Basra is the chief business centre in the district. According to 
the census statistics nearly 72 per cent. of. the people were 
directly dependent on cultivation, while the chief industries are 
cotton-weaving and the manufacture of sugar and saltpetre. 
Basra is the only town, but there are many large villages, such 
as Kagpura, Jam and Tika Deori in pargana Lakhnesar; Hajauli 
and Dumri in Kopachit; and Turtipar, Nagra, Tarx Baragaon 
and Pharsatar in Sikandarpur West. The markets, fairs, schools, 
post-ofBees and ferries of the tahsil will be found in the appendix. 

The tract is fairly well supplied with means of communica- 
tion. Through the south runs the branch line of the Bengal 
and North-Western Eailway from Mau to Ballia, with stations 
at Eatanpura, Easra, and Chilkahar; while along the western 
borders passes that from Mau to Turtipar and Gorakhpur, the 
stations being at K.idihdapur, Bilthra Eoad (Siar) and Turtipar, 
where the railway crosses the river Ghagraby a magnificent bridge. 
The only metalled road is that connecting Easra with the district 
headquarters, but the tahsil is c overed with a network of unmetalled 
roads, most of which are kept in good order. Several of these 
radiate from Nagra, which in old days was the capital of a 
tahsil in the Azamgarh district; they lead to Rasra^ Garwar, 
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Sxkandarpur, Ubhaon, Ghosi and Mau in Aziamgarh, and to 
Ghazipur. The position of the remaining roads will be seen in 
the maj). 

EATANPURA, Pargana Sikandabpujr West^ Tahsil Basra, 
This small village merely deserves mention as possessing a 
railway station, between Basra and Haldharpnr on the line from 
Mau to Bevelganj. It stands close to the western border of the 
pargana, in 25^ 55' N. and 83° 45' E., at a distance of eight 
miles north-west from Basra, with which it is also connected by 
an unmetalled road running through the village to Haldharpnr. 
The station is to the east of the main site, close to the main road 
from Basra. Batanpura had at the last census a population of 
861 persons, chiefly Brahmans and Bajputs, the former being the 
proprietors of the village, which has an area of 396 acres. The 
place contains a upper primary school, and a small bazar in 
which markets are held twice a week. 


EATSAND, Pargana Kopaohit East, Tahail Ballta. 

A large village in the north of^ the pargana lying on the 
east side of the road from Garwar to Khajuri, in 25° 64' N. and 
84° 3' E., at a distance of some twelve miles north-west from the 
district headquarters. It is the principal village of the Eatsand 
taluqa, which was permanently settled with Karcholia Bajputs, 
and is still held by members of the same clan, who pay a revenue 
of Rs. 875 on an area of 1,318 acres. The population in 1881 
numbered 4,911 souls, and this rose to 5,813 at the following 
census. In 1901, however, a slight decline was observed, the 
total being 6,585, of whom 1,018 were Musalmans. The village 
possesses a large upper primary school, two small indigenous 
schools, a branch post-oiSSce, a cattle-pound, and a somewhat 
important market. There are six looms in the place at the 
present time, and three sugar refineries. 

REOTI, Pargana Khaeid, Tahsil Bansbih. 

A town in the extreme east of the pargana, in 26° 51' 357. 
and 84° 24' E., at a distance of some ten miles from Bansdih 
and 16 miles from Ballia. The main site stands on the eastern 
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bank of a large lake known as tbe Reoti Dah, and is approached 
by two unmetalled roads^ one leading south-east to Bairia^ and 
the other west to Sahatwar. A third road goes south to the 
Reoti station on the railway^ about half a mile distant, and 
thence continues to Majhawa. The place has a dirty and over- 
crowded appearance, and suffers from its low situation, all the 
country round being swampy and liable to inundation. The 
population has fluctuated considerably during the past fifty years. 
In 1863 it was returned as 8,956, but by 1865 it had dropped to 
6,979. In 1872 the total rose to 7,700, and again in 1881 it was 
9,933. Trom this it fell to 8,626 in 1891/ while at the last census 
the town contained 8,631 inhabitants, of whom 925 were Musal- 
raans. The latter are mainly Julahas, who turn out large 
quantities of coarse cloth, much of which is exported to Bengal; 
at present about 75 looms are at work. Other manufactures are 
shoes, which are made by Chamars, and palanquins, numbers of 
which are sent for sale to the Dadri fair at Ballia. Apart from 
this, the trade is purely local and of little importance. Markets 
are held twice a week in the bazar, and a small fair takes place 
on the occasion of the Dasahra festival. 

Reoti possesses a second-class police-station, a postal sub- 
office, a cattle-pound, an upper primary school, and three 
unaided indigenous schools. The village lands cover 1,018 acres 
and pay a revenue of Rs. 1,265, The town is the headquarters of 
a tappa and is the principal seat of the Nikumbh Rajputs of this 
pargana. They have, however, lost much of their property and 
influence, and the greater X)art of Reoti is now in the hands of 
Brahmans and others : some of the proprietors are non-resident, 
but others have acquired a considerable position in the place. 

Reoti has been administered since 1873 under Act of 
1866. There were 1,643 houses in 1906, of which 424 were 
assessed. The income from the house-tax for the three preceding 
years averaged Rs. 1,016, giving an incidence of Rs. 2-4-1 per 
assessed house and Re. 0-1-11 per head of population; while the 
total receipts, including the opening balance, were Rs. 1,326. 
The expenditure for the same period averaged Rs. 1,259 the chief 
items being Rs. 643 for the upkeep of the town police force, 
Rs. 180 for the maintenance of the conservancy staff, and Rs, 174 
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for local public improveraeuts. Since 1905 an alteration has 
been made in the system of assessment^ the poorer houses which 
were formerly taxed having been exempted. As in the other Act 
XX towns of the district; the Sanitation Act is in force. 


SAHATWAE; Pargana Xhahii); Tahsil Banqdih. 

Sahatwar, also called Mahatwar and Mahatpal; is the largest 
town in the pargana. It lies in 25° 50' X. and 84° 19' JE.; at a 
distance of six miles south-east from Bansdih and twelve miles 
from the district headquarters. Through it runs the road from 
Ballia to Eeoti; joined on the east of the town by that from 
Bansdih; while a third leads south fco fche railway station; about 
half a mile distant; and thence to Haldi in pargana Ballia. The 
first road passes through the centre of the towU; which is roughly 
quadrangular in shape; and on either side is the bazar. The 
houses are for the most part substantially built; giving the place 
a prosperous appearance; but the neighbouring country is 
swampy; so that the roads are almost impassable in the rainS; 
and the unhealthiness of the climate has of late years caused 
extensive emigration; which has been accentuated by several 
epidemics of cholera. The population in 1853 numbered 9;353 
souls; and though this dropped to 8;301 in 1865; the total had 
risen by 1872 to 8;975; while in 1881 it was 11;024; and ten 
years later 11;519. In 1901 the number of inhabitants had 
declined to 10,784; of whom 758 were Musalmans. The latter are 
mainly Julahas, who carry on their ancestral occupation of 
weaving; some fifty looms being in existence. There are two 
indigo factories belonging to natives of the place, and large 
numbers of palanquins are made here for sale at the Dadri 
fair and elsewhere. The trade is considerable, as the town is 
favourably situated on road and railway, and serves as a collecting 
and distributing centre for the surrounding country. The chief 
exports are sugar, cloth, shoes and indigo; while the imports are 
cotton and salt from the west, and tobacco and piecegoods from 
Bengal. Markets are hold twice a week in the bazar, an^ during 
the autumn months there is a large trade in cattle, A fair of 
little commercial importance takes place at the Dasahra in 
Kuar. 
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The town Gontairis a police out-iDOst^ a post-office, a cattle- 
pound, and a middle vernacular school. The principal inhabit^ 
ants are Kinwar Rajputs, Banias and Brahmans. The first own 
most of the tappa of Sahatwar, and still retain most of the village 
lands, which cover 1,273 acres, assessed at Es. 2,518, though 
small portions have been sold to Kayasths and Bhuinhars. The 
j>lace is said to have been founded by one Mahant Biles war Nath, 
though the connection of this personage with the name in any of 
its variant forms is not self-evident. 

Sahatwar is administered under the provisions of the Sanita- 
tion Act and Act SX of 1856, the latter having been put in 
force in 1873. The income is derived, as usual, from the house- 
tax, which in 1906 was levied on 441 out of a total of 1,837 
houses. The average income from this source for the three 
preceding years was Es, 1,589, which gave an incidence of Ee. 
0-2-3 per head of population and Es. 2-10-4 per assessed house. 
During the same period the total income from all sources 
averaged Es. 2,017, including the opening balance, and the 
expenditure Es. 2,216; the chief heads being Es. 942 for the 
maintenance of the police force, Es. 267 for conservancy, and 
Es, 817 annually for local public improvements. 

BERIYA, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia* 

A village lying in 25® 47' N. and 84® 16' E., some three 
miles east of the road from Ballia to Bansdih, and seven miles 
north-east from the district headquarters. It is the prin- 
cipal village of the Ser taluqa^ and is frequently known as Ser, 
to distinguish it from another Beriya near the Suraba Tal and to 
the ivest of the Bansdih road. The entire estate, which was 
settled in 1790 with Kinwar Rajputs, was purchased by Sheikh 
.Parzand Ali of Ghazipur, and subsequently passed into the hands 
of Sadho Lai and Madho Lai, Nagar Brahmans and bankers 
of Benares. The former died, and the whole is now held by the 
Hon'ble Munshi Madho Lai, who has a residence here. The area 
of the village is 1,694 acres and the revenue Es. 2,296. It is a 
fiourishing place with two sugar factories, a bazar in which 
markets are held on Sundays and Wednesdays, a lower primary 
school, arid a small unaided indigenous school. The population 
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at the lasb census numbered 2,448 souls, including 166 Musaimans, 
the prevailing Hindu castes being Kinwars and Brahmans. 

SHEOPUEDIAE, Pargana and Tahsil 
Ballia. 

As its name implies^ this village lies in the alluvial belt on 
the banks of the Ganges, being situated in 25° 42' N. and 84^^ 
13' E., at a distance of some four miles south-east from Ballia, 
with which it is connected by an indifferent road leading on to 
Jauhi. The place consists of twenty -seven scattered hamlets 
which are clotted about the village lands. The area^ which is 
liable to constant change, amounted in 1905 to 3,176 acres. Bor 
some years a large portion of the village lay on the south side of 
the river, being at first an island or chaJehi^ and this was included 
in Shahabad in respect of criminal and civil jurisdiction, though 
the revenue of the whole village continued to be paid in Ballia 
till the constitution of the chakici as a separate mahal. Shoopur- 
diar- forms a taluqa of pargana Ballia and is held by Pen war 
or Ujjain Rajputs, the different hamlets being named after their 
various Rajput founders. The tradition is that about two 
hundred years ago one of the Dumraon family named Dharu Sah, 
of Bheria in pargana Bhojpur of the Shahabad district, migrated 
to the north of the Ganges and obtained a grant of land from 
the Raja of Halcli, His descendants retained the property intact 
till the mutiny, when one share, belonging to Siddha Singh and 
amounting to one-sixteenth of the whole, was confiscated for tho 
rebellion of its owner and purchased by the Dumraon estate. 
The rest is in the hands of Dharu Sah^s family, who are for the 
most part in reduced circumstances owing to erosion by tho 
Ganges and to protracted litigation with Dumraon on account of 
the chakki in Shahabad. Under an agreement made in 1826 tho 
* permanent revenue of the lambari mahal of 3,991 acres amounts 
to Rs. 10,001, and the remaining lands, after a deduction of 654 
acres, are assessed quinquennially at a fixed rate of Rs. 2-10-1 
per acre of cultivated and culturable land. In 1885 the revenue 
was Rs. 23,789, and at the last quinquennial revision in 1902 it 
was Rs. 20,347 of which Rs. 1,104 were payable at the Shahabad 
treasury. 
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The population of the village fluctuates with its area* In 
1881 it was 9^928, but this fell to 9,332 in 1891, while at the 
following census it was 9,409, including 9,130 Hindus, chiefly 
Eajputs, Bhuinhars and Brahmans, and 279 Musalmans. The 
last are Julahas, who do a large trade in country cloth, some 
50 looms being at work. There is one factory for refining sugar, 
an upper primary school in the hamlet of Bhao Singh, and a 
bazar in which markets are held twice a week. 


SIKANDAEPUR, Pargana Sikakdaepub East, Tahsil 

Bansdih. 

The old town of Sikandarpur stands in the north-east corner 
of the pargana, in 26^^ 3^ JST. and 84*^ 4' E., at a distance of three 
miles south from the right bank of the Ghagra, fourteen miles 
from Bansdih, and 21 miles from the district headquarters. 
Through the north portion passes the road from Bansdih to 
Turtipar, and this is joined by two other roads, that on the east 
leading from Ballia and Gar war, and that on the west from Nagra. 
There is no revenue maioza of Sikandarpur, the site occupying 
the whole or part of several distinct mahals. There are seven 
different muhcollas or quarters, known as Qasba Khas, Domanpura, 
Chak Mubarak, Bhikhpura, Bodha Muafi, Rohillapali Kharwana, 
and Rohillapali Kharkasi. 

The place is of undoubted antiquity and was once of great 
importance, as is attested by the existence of ruins w^hich extend 
as far as Eiharid, four miles to the east. These perhaps represent 
the remains of the old Musalman town of Ghazanfarabad, of 
which nothing is known beyond local tradition of the vaguest 
nature. To the east of the Ballia road may be traced the remains 
of a large fort, still known as the Qila Kohna: all that is left 
consists of scattered bricks and fragments of the walls and gates. 
The name of Sikandarpur is said to be derived from Sikandar 
Lodi, who re-established the rule of the Dehli Sultans in these parts, 
after the overthrow of the Jaunpur kingdom. He was a fierce 
persecutor of the Hindus, and this fact may account for the tradition 
that when the fort was being built by the Sultanas officer, the walls 
fell down ; thereupon a local saint gave the unsaintly advice that 
two Hindu girls should be immured, and this was carried out, a 



Sikandarpur. 


258 


Brahman virgin being shut up near the western, and a Dusadhin 
near the eastern gate. The spot where the former met her fate is 
marked by a temple still standing ; but the place where her 
humbler sister suffered is known merely by a stone, daubed from 
time to time with sendur or rod lead. 

Whatever importance Sikandarpur attained during the days 
of the Lodis appears to have waned under the Mughak, -when 
Musalman garrisons were no longer necessary in these parts. 
The town sank to the position of a small local market, noted only 
as the capital of a pargana. It is now in a stationary condition, 
lying off the regular trade routes and possessing but little commerce. 
The only manufactures are those of country cloth, for the produc- 
tion of which some twenty looms are at work, and of Hr or otto 
of roses, jasmine, and other flowers, which are grown by Koeris 
in the neighbourhood. At one time there was a considerable 
export of these essences to Bengal, but the industry has waned, 
though the fields of roses and jasmine are still a striking feature 
in the landscape. 

The population of Sikandarpur in 1863 numbered 5,930 souls, 
and this had risen by 1881 to 7,027, while in 1891 the total was 
7,422. Since that time the number of inhabitants has not increased, 
but rather the reverse, the census of 1901 showieg a total of 7,414, 
of whom 2,606 were Musalmans — a high proportion for this 
district. Most of them are Julahas, but there are a few old 
families of Sheikhs of good standing. The town possesses a 
police-station, a post-office, a cattle-pound, and a good inspection 
bungalow, one of the best in the district. The educational 
institutions comprise a middle vernacular school, an aided 
primary school, and two private unaided establishments. The 
bazar is in the centre' of the town, the market days being Sunday 
and Wednesday in each week. The only fair is that on the 
occasion of the Muharram festival, which is attended by some 
9,000 persons. 

Sikandarpur is administered under the provisions of the 
Act XX of 1866, and of the Sanitation Act, the former having been 
in force since 1860. In 1906 there were 1,479 houses in the town, 
and of these 380 were assessed to taxation, or less than half the 
number formerly subject to house-tax. The average collections 
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tinder this head for the three preceding years were Es. 1,327, 
giving an incidence of Es. 2-4-4 per assessed house and Ee. 0-2-10 
per head of population. The total income for the same period, 
including the initial balance, averaged Es, 1,689, and the expendi- 
ture Es. 1,326, the principal items being Es. 750 for the upkeep 
of the town police force, Es. 252 for the maintenance of the 
conservancy staff, and Es. 122 for local public improvements. 


SIKAIS'DAKPUE EAST Targana, Tahsil Baitsdih. 

When the district of Baliia was formed in 1879, the old 
pargana of Sikandarpur, for many years a part of the Axamgarh 
district, was divided into two portions, of which the eastern and 
smaller was included in the new tahsil of Bansdih. The present 
pargana is of fairly regular shape, being bounded on the west by 
Sikandarpur West of the Easra tahsil, on the south by the two 
parganas of Kopachit, on the east by Kharid, and on the north by 
the Grhagra, which separates it from Gorakhpur and the Saran 
district of Bengal, Owing to the erratic action of the river, the 
area is liable to change from time to time, as considerable stretches 
of alluvial land are swallowed or thrown up by the stream as it 
takes a southerly or northerly driection. In 1906 the pargana 
covered in all 82,761 acres, the average for the preceding five years 
being 82,361 acres or 128’7 sq[uare miles. 

The greater portion of the pargana belongs to the upland 
tract, the remainder consisting in a narrow strip of alluvial soil 
along the Ghagra in the north. The high bank of the river 
approaches close to the stream at Qutbganj in the village of 
Kathaura, but on either side of this point it recedes, and the land 
is more or less subject to inuudation from the annual floods. In 
the portion east of Qutbganj the changes in the channel of the 
Ghagra are both frequent and extensive, resulting in numerous 
lawsuits and boundary disputes. Five diaras with an area of 
nearly 6,000 acres, which in former days lay on the Bengal side, 
became attached to this district, to which they were transferred 
by order of Government in March 1873, These lands are in con- 
sequence subject to a temporary settlement and come up for 
periodical revision. The upland tract is generally flat, though 
the surface is interrupted by several drainage depressions. 
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Generally speaking, the level is highest in the north, the land 
sloping gently southwards from the flood bank, It comprises a 
stretch of fertile country, well wooded and thickly populated, 
the soil being for the most part a sandy loam, stiffening into 
clay in the depressions. The village sites are usually to be found 
on the more elevated spots, while the lower levels are devoted 
almost exclusively to rice cultivation. The chief drainage line 
is that known as the Baheri, which passes through the south of 
the pargana from west to east, and ultimately joins the Ghagra 
near Maniar. It is joined by another small stream which rises 
to the south of Sikandarpur, the combined waters being frequently 
known as the Bajraha. The surface of the country is dotted with 
numerous swamps and jhils, of which the largest are those at 
Siwaii to the east of Sikandarpur and at Kathaura in the extreme 
north ; both of these are fed by the Ghagra when the latter is in 
flood, and are of considerable value as fisheries. 

Taking the average of the returns for the five years ending 
in 1906, we find that the cultivated area of the pargana is 66,532 
acres or 68*6 per cent, of the whole, the proportion closely 
approximating to that of the tahsil generally. Of the remainder, 
11,351 acres or 13*9 per cent, are returned as barren, but this 
includes no less than 7,742 acres under water and 2,052 acres 
occupied by sites, buildings and roads; so that the actually 
unculturable waste is of small extent and comprises chiefly barren 
sand along the Ghagra. The area shown as cult ur able amounts 
to 14,447 acres or 17’5 per cent,, though under this head come 
the 2,816 acres of grove land and 2,544 acres of new fallow, 
which is left waste but temporarily ; old fallow and culturable 
waste proi^er accounting for less than 8,000 acres, while much 
of this is of such a character that it would hardly repay tillage. 
Of the two harvests the kharif is the more important, covering 
on an average 38,687 acres, as against 30,140 acres sown in the 
rahi; the double-cropped area averages 22 per cent, of the culti- 
vation, and though this figure is the lowest in the district, the 
proportion has exhibited a marked tendency to increase of late 
years. Rice is the most important crop, occupying 38*5 per 
cent, of the kharif cultivation, while next comes arhar with 20 
per cent, and sugarcane with 16 per cent., kodon and maize 
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making up the bulk of the remainder. In the rahi peas and 
barley each constitute about 28 per cent, of the total harvest, and 
are closely followed by wheat, sown alone and in combination. 
There is also a fair amount of gram, and a comparatively large 
proportion of poppy cultivation, the latter amounting to 2*2 
per cent., the highest average in the district. The pargana is 
admirably supplied with means of irrigation, which extends to 
53 per cent, of the area under the plough. This figure is only 
exceeded in Sikandarpur West, Bhadaon, and Kopachit West, of 
which the two last lie wholly in the uplands, while the first 
contains a much smaller proportion of alluvial land, in which no 
irrigation is required. Fully 80 per cent, of the supply is derived 
from wells, and the remainder from tanks, jhilsj and the smaller 
watercourses, the areas under these different heads varying 
greatly according to the nature of the season. 

The standard of cultivation is generally high, although a 
large proportion of the land is in the hands of high caste tenants. 
Recent returns show that nearly SO per cent, is tilled by pro- 
prietors, 25*7 per cent, by tenants at fixed rates, 23*5 per cent, 
by occupancy tenants, and 16*4 per cent, by tenanta-at-will, the 
remainder being either rent-free or held by ex-proprietors. A 
large proportion of the land, amounting to nearly 22 per cent., 
is sublet, both by the owners and by statutory tenants. The 
average sMkmi rental is Rs. 6-14-10 per acre, as compared with 
Rs, 3-6-0 paid by tenants at fixed rates and Rs, 4-1-4 by those 
with rights of occupancy. As is often the case in this district, 
the latter exceeds the rate for tenants-at-will, which averages 
Es. 3-10-3, the reason being that the unprivileged classes 
generally hold only the inferior lands. The present revenue 
demand for the pargana is Es. 60,293, while cesses amount to a 
further Rs. 12,667. 

The population at the census of 1881 numbered 100,825 per- 
sons, and this rose to 104,904 at the following census. The last 
enumeration of 1901 showed a slight decline, the total being 
103,637, of whom 92,674 were Hindus, 10,931 Musalmans, and 
82 of other religions. The prevailing Hindu castes are Ahirs, 
Rajputs, Chamars, Koeris and Brahmans. The proportion of 
Musalmaas is unusually high, owing to the presence of the only 
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large Muhammadan settlement in the district. This is Sikandar- 
pur, which is the sole place in the pargana that can he described 
as a town. There are, however, several large villages, such as 
Duha Behra, Khajuri, Siwan, Pakri, Pur, Lilkar, Xathaura and 
Sisotar. The communications of the pargana are confined to the 
Ghagra and a few unmetalled roads. The latter comprise that 
from Bansdih to Sikandarpur and Turtipar, following the course 
of the river, and thosb from Sikandarpur to ISTagra and the district 
headquarters, with a branch leaving the Ballia road at Khajuri 
and thence going to Garwar and to Phephna on the railway. 

The permanent settlement of Sikandarpur took place when 
the pargana belonged to the Ghazipur district. It then contained 
16 tappaSf and these were transferred to Azamgarh in 1832, 
Pive years later the tappco of Haveli Kharid, consisting of 46 
villages, together with 29 of Kopachit were transferred to Sikan- 
darpur, which remained in Azamgarh till the constitution of the 
Ballia district in 1879. The present pargana comprises the 
tappas of Haveli Kharid, Haveli Sikandarpur, Shah Salempur, 
Masumpur, and Kharsanda. The northern portion was colonised 
at an early date by Musalmans, and the south by Sengar and 
other Rajputs. The chief proprietors include the Maharaja of 
Qasim Bazar, who owns the Kantu Babu jagir with an area of 
4,592 acres in this pargana, the Sengars of tappa Shah Salempur, 
the Saiyids of Kot, the Qazis of Masumpur and Qazipur, the 
Iraqis of Nawanagar, and the Bhuinhars of Lilkar and Sisotar. 
Altogether, Rajputs own nearly 37 per cent, of the land, Bhuin-^ 
bars about 23 per cent., Musalmans 20 per cent., Brahmans seven 
per cent, and Kayasths three per cent., the remainder being in 
the possession of other Hindus. There are in all 222 villages, at 
present divided into 602 mahals, of which five are temporary 
and the rest permanent. Of the latter only 13 are held in single 
tenure, while 113 are joint zamindarif 244 perfect, 
and 125 imperfect pattidari^ and two are hhaiyachara. The 
revenue-free area is 4,838 acres, almost the whole of this being 
included in the Kantu Babu jagir. There is also the small 
village of Budha Muafi with an area of 242 acres, holding 
revenue-free in perpetuity by Musalmans : it forms a portion of 
the township of Sikandarpur, 
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SIKANDARPUE WEST Pargana, Tahsil Easea. 

This is the largest pargana of the district^ but it represeuts 
but a portion of the original fiscal subdivision. The latter^ on 
its transfer from Azamgarh to the new district of Ballia in 1879, 
was divided between the Bansdih and Easra tahsils, the part 
assigned to the latter receiving the name of Sikandarpur West. 
The tract extends from the Ghagra on the north, beyond which 
lies the district of Gorakhpur, to the Sarju, which forms the 
Ghazipur boundary on the south. To the west lie Azamgarh 
and pargana Bhadaon, and to the east are Lakhnesar, Kopachit 
West and Sikandarpur East. The area, which is liable to vary 
from time to time by reason of the vagaries of the Ghagra, 
amounted in 1906 to 166,590 acres, while the average for the last 
five years is 165,907 acres or 259 sq^uare miles. 

In its physical characteristics the pargana generally resem- 
bles Sikandarpur East, as the greater part of it belongs to the 
upland portion of the district and is a tract of homogeneous 
character. The alluvial area along the Ghagra in the north is 
small, and the changes in the configuration of the riparian lands 
are now reduced to compaz'atively insignificant proportions, the 
course of the river having been fixed for some distance by the 
Turtipar bridge and the training works protecting the structure. 
At the same time the low country on either side of Turtipar 
is constantly liable to inundation, the tract so effected extend- 
ing westwards from Ubhaon to the Azamgarh boundary, while 
on the east there is a similar stretch of country in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bilthra and Haldi. Between these two places lies a 
large irregular jhil, which probably represents an old channel of 
the Ghagra and is connected with that river during the rains. 
The uplands are somewhat higher in the north than in the south, 
but the slope of the country is very slight. Consequently the 
drainage lines are generally undeveloped, and rather resemble 
disconnected chains of jhils than regular watercourses ; most of 
them are quite dry during the hot weather, but in the rains they 
attain a considerable size and have large expanses of rice cultiva- 
tion on their banks. In the extreme north-west, along the Azam- 
ga 3 ^h boundary, flows the Ahar or Haha, which has its sources in 
pargana Natthupur of Azamgarh. It is fed by an ill-defined 
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stream known as the Pharai, which for several miles follows the 
boundary. With this exception the drainage passes into the 
Sarju; the chief lines being the Basnahi on the northern borders of 
pargana Bhadaon ; the Lakra^ which flows to the west and south 
of Nagra; and the Aonra Tal^ which passes through the centre of 
the pargana to the north and east of Nagra, These three lines 
ultimately combine to form theBudhi; which falls into the Sarju in 
pargana Kopaohit East. The Sarju itself washes the southern 
boundary for a short distance^ dividing this pargana from Ghazi- 
pur. The defective drainage is further illustrated by the existence 
of numerous lakes and jhils dotted over the face of the country, 
and also by the presence of several expanses of barren %sar in 
the southern half of the tract. Save for this usar^ the soil is 
generally fertile, consisting of a light, but rich loam in the uplands 
and a strong clay in the depressions, admirably suited for the 
growth of rice. 

The returns of the last five years show that on an average 
107,949 acres, or 65 per cent, of the whole, are cultivated, while 
of this some 24 per cent, bears a double crop, the latter proportion 
having rapidly increased during late years. Of the remaining 
area 12'3 per cent, is returned as barren and 22*7 per cent, as 
oulturable waste; but both these figures need qualification, as the 
former consists mainly of land under water or occupied by sites 
and roads, the actually unculturable area being only 2,438 acres • 
while of the latter 3,749 acres or 2*28 per cent, of the whole 
pargana are under groves, and 7,804 acres are recent fallow, 
leaving 20,898 acres of old fallow and 3,136 acres of unbroken 
land. This so-called culturable waste is often of little value, 
being in many cases occupied by dhak or scrub jungle or else 
covered with grass, but it is probable that the pargana, more 
than any in the district, admits of some extension of tillage, 
since of late years the area under cultivation has exhibited a 
distinct decline. With the exception of Kopachit West and 
Bhadaon, this pargana shows a higher proportion of irrigated 
land than any other in the district ; the average area watered 
being no less than 68 per cent, of the cultivation, while in years 
of drought this figure could be largely exceeded, as the construe-^ 
tion of wells is nowhere diflScult, As a rule, wells supply 74 per 
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cent, of the irrigation^ the remainder being equally divided 
between tanks and other sources^ such as the jhils and water- 
courses^ though the extent to which they are utilized depends 
largely on the nature of the season. The Jcharif area averages 
73,349 acres as compared with 60,766 acres sown for the rahi 
harvest. The principal autumn crop is rice, averaging 44*5 per 
cent, of the harvest, and this is followed by sugarcane with 16*3 
per cent., arhar with ten per cent., and kodon with 7*2 per cent. 
In the rabi peas comes first with 40 per cent., this crop being 
commonly sown in succession to early rice, and after this barley 
with 28 per cent, ; wheat, both sown alone and in combination, 
with 18 per cent.; and gram, either sown by itself or mixed with 
barley, nine per cent. There is a fair amount of opium cultiva- 
tion, the average being 850 acres. 

The cultivating community generally resembles that of 
Sikandarpur East, though perhaps there is a larger proportion 
of the higher castes. At the present time about 25 per cent, of 
the area is cultivated by proprietors, 12 per cent, by tenants at 
fixed rates, 33 per cent, by occupancy tenants, and 28 per cent, 
by tenants-at-will, the remainder being rent-free or held by 
ex-proprietors. The area sublet is very large, amounbing to 
nearly 27 per cent. These shilmi tenants pay on an average 
Es. 6-0-7 per acre, while tenants at fixed rates pay only Es. 3-4-5, 
those with rights of occupancy Es. 3-11-11, and tenants-at-will 
Es. 3-14-0, the last being, as usual, in possession of the most 
inferior lands. The grain-rented area is much larger than in 
any other pargana, and includes much of the land in the neigh- 
bourhood of the jhilsj where the produce is always precarious, 
depending entirely on the nature of the monsoon. The revenue 
demand in 1906 was Es, 1,22,281, while cesses contributed a 
further Es. 20,470. The pargana contains 472 villages, divided 
at present into 1,167 maTials. The prevailing form of pro- 
prietary right is the joint zartiindariy which is found in 555 
mahalsy while of the rest 291 are held by single zamindarsj 16 
are hhaiyacTiara, 74 are perfect pattidari, and 229 come under 
the imperfect variety of the same tenure. Among the land- 
Owning^castes Eajputs predominate, holding 41*6 per cent, of the 
^nd^ ^hile next come Musalmans with 21 per cent,, Brahmans 
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The population of the pargana in 1881 numbered 184 548 

tWof 1 r/Tn 184,192, while at the last ceiaue 

18 Von 172,875, of whom 159,380 were Hindus 

18,490 Musalmans, and five of other religions. The only town 

XxS 185fi administered under Act 

SX of 1856. _ Besides this, Nagra, Tari Baragaon and Pharsktar 
are villages with a large number of inhabitants, and have been 
jarately described The pargana is weU provided with means 
f communication, though it has no metalled road. Through the 
westernportionrunsthelinefromMauto Turtipar and Gorakhpur 

with stations at Kidihdapur, Bilthra Eoad (Siar) and Turtipar' 
while throi^h the southern extremity passes that from Man to 
Ballia and Revelganj, with a station at Eatanpura on the borders 
of Bhadaon. Most of the unmetalled roads radiate from Hagra 
which has thus direct communication with Ubhaon on the north' 
Sik^darpur on the north-east, Garwar on the south-east, Basra 
on the south, Ghazipur on the south-west, Mau on the west, and 
Ghosi in Azamgarh on the north-west. Parallel to the Ghagra 
in the north runs the road from Bansdih and Sikandarpur to 
Dohi’i-ghat, passing through Ubhaon, and other roads include 
that connecting Bilthra with the Bilthra road station in the 
village of Siar; that leading from Pharsatar to the Azamgarh 
border; and one running north and south through the western 
portion, passing through Bhimpui-a, Bilaunjba, and Eatanpura. 

The pargana originally consisted of 16 tappis, but on its 
transfer from the Ghazipur district to Azamgarh in 1832 four of 
these were added to pargana Nathupur. In 1837 Haveli Kharid 
and Shah Salempur were assigned to Sikandarpur from Eharid 
and Kopaehit respectively, these and four others being formed 
into Sikandarpur East subsequently to the constitution of the 
Ballia district in 1879. The present pargana therefore contains 
the eight ta/ppaa of Alapur, Sarayan, Haldi, Khaira, Muhammad- 
pur, Pharsatar, Ismailpur and Shahpur, to which was added 
Dhaka from pargana Zahurabad of the Ghazipur district in 1883. 
Several of these names show their Musalman origin, especially 
those in the north ; but little is known of the early Muhammadan 
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settlements, and the chief event in the history of the pargana was 
the arrival of the Bais Rajputs in 1623. They settled at Nagra, 
and in a short time possessed themselves of the greater portion 
of the tract, conq[uering both the Musalmans and the other Rajput 
landholders. The dispossessed proprietors afterwards recovered 
xnueh of their estates and were admitted to engage at the permanent 
settlement, but the Bais still remain the leading family of the 
pargana. Khaira in the north, an old Musalman colony, was 
regained by Hasan Ali after the introduction of British rule, and 
the adjoining tappa of Pharsatar, in old days held by Sheikhs, 
was bought up by Khadim Ali of Ghazipur, whose descendant, 
Sheikh Abdul Ahad, is the largest Musalman proprietor in the 
district. Ismailpur in the west is held by Sengars of the 
Barahia subdivision, having been wrested from the Bais by 
Chandan Singh of Bishunpura, while another representative of 
the family obtained the Charauan taluqa, Haldi in the north, 
adjoining Khaira, in former days belonged to Chaubaria Rajputs, 
some of whom recovered it from the Bais, their descendants 
now holding the tappa in conjunction with the Sheikhs of 
Pharsatar. Shahpur is owned by Tetiha Bhuinhars, and Alapur 
and Sarayan by Donwar Rajputs, while Muhammadpur still 
belongs to the Bais. Dhaka is mainly held by Rajputs of the 
Sengar clan. Besides those already mentioned, there are few 
large proprietors in the pargana, the most notable being Munshi 
Madho Lai of Benares, who owns the Kop taluqa, and the 
descendants of the notorious amil Deokinandan Singh, who still 
retain a considerable estate. 


SONBARSA, Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Ballia. 

This large village adjoins Bairia on the east, the two sites 
being a mile apart. That of Sonbarsa stands on the south side 
of the road from Ballia to Revelganj, some 21 miles east from 
the former, in 25"^ 46' N. and 84® 30' E. It belongs to the 
Damodarpur tal'wqa, once held by Lohatamia Rajputs, but nowin 
the possession of the Maharani of Dumraon. The old proprietors 
were in past days noted for their sturdy independence and con- 
tinued resistance to the Dumraon authorities, and many conflicts 
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the village, which includes a large number of hamlets, is 4,096 
acres, and the revenue demand Rs. 9,405. In 1881 Sonbarsa 
contained 8,714 inhabitants, but the total fell to 7,466 in 1891, 
while at the last census there was a further decline to 7,331, of 
whom 169 were Musalmans. The latter are Jnlahas by caste, 
and are engaged in weaving, 15 looms being at work at the 
present time. Markets are held weekly in the bazar, which is 
known as Lalganj. Sonbarsa contains an aided school, a dis- 
pensary called the Roberts^ hospital, and an inspection bungalow 
belonging to the Dumraon estate. Besides the main road, there 
are two others, one running north-east to Ghand Diara station, 
and the other south through Murli Chhapra to the ferry over the 
Granges leading to Bihia in Shahabad. 

SONWANI, Pargana and Tahsil Ballia. 

A large and straggling village on the northern borders of 
the pargana, situated in 25° 47' IST, and 84° 19' E., some four 
miles south of Sahatwar and eleven miles east from Ballia, on 
the road connecting Sahatwar with Haldi. The southern portion 
forms practically a single site with Katahi and Kirpalpur, the 
joint population at the last census being 4,304, while that of 
Sonwani alone was 2,058, including 306 Musalmans. The latter 
are chiefly Julahas, and a large amount of weaving is carried on, 
there being no fewer than 4l looms in the village. Another 
industry is the manufacture of sendibv or red lead. Markets are 
held twice a week in the bazar, and an upper primary school is 
maintained hero. The area of the village is 1,025 acres, and the 
proprietor is the Maharaja of Vizianagram. The land is revenue- 
free, having formed part of the jagir given in 1782 by Warren 
Hastings to Shariat-ullah Khan, whose descendants subse- 
quently sold the property, as already narrated in Chapter III. 

SRHSTAGAR, Pargana Doaba, Tahsil Balbia. 

A very large village in the north-west corner of the pargana, 
adjoining the Kharid boundary, and situated in 25° 50' N. and 
84° 26' E., a short distance north of the road from Bairia to 
Eeoti, and 24 miles from the district headquarters. Between the 
road and the village runs the railway, the Reoti station being 
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three miles to the west. Srinagar, like the rest of the pargana 
lies low, and its lands are annually inundated by the Eeoti Dah 
and the Tengraha 'nala on the north. Besides the main site there 
are several hamlets, of which four are almost contiguous, while 
the rest are scattered over an extensive area.. The total popula- 
tion at the last census was 4,189, of whom all but 14’ were Hindus, 
chiefly Rajputs of the Kakan and Anthaian clans, while Brah- 
mans, Chamars and Ahirs are also well represented. The village 
forms part of the Damodarpur taluqa and is owned by the 
Dumraon estate, For many years it was farmed by an Anthaian 
named Harakh Nath Singh, who became almost ruined by litiga- 
tion with the Maharaja. ^ 

SUKHPUEA, Pargana Kharib, Tahsil Bajstsbih. 

This large village gives its name to a taluqa which was 
settled with Narauni Rajputs in 1790 and is still held by their 
descendants. It lies in 26° 51' N. and 84° 6' E., to the south of 
the junction of the roads from Ballia to Sikandarpur and from 
Garwar to Bansdih, at a distance of seven miles from both 
Ballia and the headquarters of the tahsil. Sukhpura is a flour- 
ishing place, containing two bazars, in which markets are held 
on three days of the week, four sugar factories, twenty looms and 
a large upper primary school. The population, which in 1881 
was 4,218, dropped to 4,130 at the next census, but in 1901 had 
risen again to 4,227, of whom 359 were Musalmans. Eajplits are 
the principal inhabitants. The area of the village is 1,104 acres, 
and the revenue demand is Es. 993, 


SUEEMANPUR, PargancL Doaba, Tahsil 
Ballia. 

A village in the north of the pargana, standing in 25^ 49' 
N. and 84° 29' E., at a distance of 24 miles from the district 
headquarters, and four miles north of Bairia, with which it is 
connected by an unmetalled road leading through Kotwa. It is 
chiefly noteworthy as possessing a station on the railway, which 
passes through the centre of the village • this station is the nearest 
io Bairia and the important bazar of Eaniganj in Kotwa, and 
there , is^, a considerable traffic between these markets and the 
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Saran district. The place also possesses a post-office. Sureman- 
pur is owned by the Maharani of Dumraon, who pays a 
revenue of Es. 1,359 lb a total area of 941 acres. The tenants 
are chiefly Brahmans, Kajputs, and Kayasths. The population at 
the last census numbered 1,649 persons, of whom only 14 were 
Musalmans, 


TAEI BAEAGAON, Pargana Sizandarpub West, 
Tahsil Easra, 

A considerable village lying in 26^ 69' N. and 83® 50' E., 
on the soufch side of the road from Nagra to Bhimpura and 
Azamgarh, at a distance of three miles north-west from Nagra, 
eleven miles from Easra, and 27 miles from the district head- 
quarters, Like Nagra, it forms part of tappa Muhammadpur, 
and the permanent settlement was made with the Bais Eajputs of 
that place. In 1,828 the village was sold on account of arrears of 
revenue, and purchased by Saiyid AH Akbar Khan of Patna, * 
whose descendants still retain the greater portion, though a small 
share has been recovered by the Bais. The total area is 1,435 
acres, and the revenue Es. 1,452. Tari Baragaon had a population 
of 3,180 in 1881, but the total has since declined, falling to 3,159 
in 1891, while at the last census it was 2,919, including 174 
Musalmans and a large number of Bais. The place is of little 
importance, though it contains sis sugar factories, four looms, 
and an upper primary school. Markets are held here twice a 
week, but the trade is inconsiderable, 

TIKA DEOEI, Pargana Lakhkesar, Tahsil Easea. 

A village in the south-east of the pargana, standing on the 
left bank of the Sarju, in 25° 47' N. and 83° 54' E., at a 
distance of five miles from Easra and some 16 miles from the 
district headquarters. About a mile to the west runs the road 
from Easra to Lathudih in the Ghazipnr district } the river is 
crossed by a ferry belonging to the zamindars. The population 
in 1881 numbered 2,725, and ten years later it had risen to 2,804 ; 
but at the last census a marked decline was observed, the total 
being 2,166, of whom 495 were Musalmans. The principal 
residents are Sengar Eajputs, who have held the village since 
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the x^ermaneut settlement : the total area is 874 acres and the 
revenue Es. 640, Tika Deori possesses a lower primary 
school, a weekly market, a sugar factory dl.d a number of looms 
for weaving country cloth. The embroidery done in the village 
was once of importance. The industry has declined, but there is 
still some output of TnasnadSf gaddis, jhuls or elej)hant-*trap- 
pings, saddles, and palJci cloths. 

TURTIPAR, Pargana Sikatoaepuk West, Tahsil Rasba. 

A small town in the north of the pargana, standing on the 
right bank of the Ghagra in 26® 9' N, and 83® 6' E., at a 
distance of^ 36 miles from Ballia and 20 miles from the tahsil 
headquarters. To the east of the town runs the branch line of the 
Bengal and North-Western Railway, crossing the river by a 
large girder bridge, of which some mention has been made in 
Chapter II. A short distance to the south is the railway 
station, in the village of Siar, close to the road from Sikan- 
darpur to Dohri-ghat ; the latter is joined at Ubhaon by a 
second road running south to Nagra and Easra. Turfcipar was 
for several years linked with Bilthra, so as to form a single town 
for the purposes of Act XX of 1866, but -owing to the decline 
of the place the measure was withdrawn in June 1902. The 
population in 1881 numbered 6,307 persons, and this had dropped 
to 4,719 ten years later. At the last census the place contained 
4,600 inhabitants, including 433 Musalmans and a large commu- 
nity of Kandu Banias. This excludes the population of Atwa, a 
small hamlet to the west, in which 517 persons were enumerated. 
There was formerly a large trade in cloth, timber, tobacco, and salt, 
these commodities being imj^orted by the Ghagra and carried 
southwards by a road to Rasra. The railway has since 
supplanted the road, but the trade has undergone a great 
decline, especially in the matter of cloth. The only manu- 
facture of the place is that of brass vessels, which have some 
local reputation ; the quantity produced has diminished of 
late years, as owing to the quarrels between the zamindwrs 
many of the workers have crossed the river. There is also a salt- 
petre refinery. Markets are held twice a week in the bazai', and 
^ Sonadih, some three miles to the west, a largo fair is held 
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annually in Chait and lasts for seven days ; it is in honour of 
Bhagwati; and attracts some 20^000 persons from the neighbour- 
hood, while the gathering affords an occasion for a considerable 
amount of commerce. There is an upper primary school in Turti- 
par, but nothing else of any importance. The place is included 
in the old Musalman ta%>%)a of Khaira, so called from a 
village of that name about a mile higher up the river. The 

village lands are 1,221 acres in extent, and are assessed at 

Es. 927 : the greater portion is still held by Musalmans, 

but a part has passed by purchase into the hands of 

Brahmans. 


UBHAON, Pargana Sxkandaepur West, Tahsil EaseaJ 
This small village lies in the north of the j)argana, in 26^^ 
8' N. and 83° 53' E., on the road leading from Sikandarpur to 
Turtipar and Dohri-ghat at a distance of 34 miles fromBallia and 
18 miles from the tahsil headquarters. It is connected with the 
latter by a branch road which here takes off and leads southwards 
to Nagra, while a third runs to Siar or Bilthra Eoad station. The 
place is only of importance as possessing a police station, located 
at the junction of the roads equidistant from Turtipar on 
the north, Bilthra on the east, and Siar on the south-west. There is 
also a cattle-pound, while there are post-ofiSces at Bilthra and 
Siar. The population at the last census numbered only 636 souls, 
of whom 336 were Mu^almans, chiefly Sheikhs. The village is 
included in the old tappa of Khaira, and the Sheikhs are still 
the proprietors, though a portion of land has been sold to 
Brahmans. The total area is 207 acres and the revenue Ks. 144, 
At the beginning of the 18th oentmy the owners were dispos- 
sessed by the Bais Eajputs of Nagra, but they eventually 
recovered their rights by the decree of a British court. 
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Table III, — Vital Statistics. 




Births. 



Deaths. 


Year. 




Rate 




Rate 


Total, 

Males. 

Females 

per 

1,000. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

per 

1,000, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1891 

23,796 

12,546 

11,250 

25 25 

24,626 

13,311 

11,315 

26*13' 

1892 

28,310 

14,902 

13,408 

30 04 

24,302 

13,161 

11,141 

25-79 

1893 

34,578 

18,099 

16,479 

36-68 

18,746 

9,830 

8,916 

19*89 

1894 

30,753 

16,283 

14,470 

30*90 

40,038 

21,010 

19,028 

40*23 

1895 

24,701 

13,145 

11,550 

24 82 

20,610 

11,227 

9,383 

20-71 

1896 

80,674 

16,060 

14,614 

30-83 

23,372 

12,943 

10,429 

23-4S 

1897 

34,039 

17,681 

16,358 

34*20 

27,130 

14,718 

12,412 

27*26 

1898 

32,769 

17,20<1 

16,565 

32 92 

22,446 

12,131 

10,315 

22*55 

1899 

41,975 

21,919 

20,056 

42-17 

28,836 

15,603 

13,233 

28-97 

1900 

35,482 

18,631 

16,861 

35-65* 

29,821 

16,009 

13,812 

29*96# 

1901 

34,242 

17,926 

16,316 

34-07 

31,270 

15,757 

15,513 

31*06 

1902 

36,824 

19,309 

1 17,515 

37-28 

33,302 

16,196 

17,106 

33*71 

1903 

37,304 

19,810 

17,494 

37-76 

' 41,929 

21,200 

20,720 

1 ' 

42*45 

1904 

38,677 

20,327 

18,350 

39-11 

41,190 

10,101 

22,089 

11*45 

1905 

31,762 

16,607 

15,255 

32-11 

49,527 

24,379 

25,118 

50*14 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

27,409 

14,543 

12,866 

27-74 

34,599 

17,318 

17,281 

35*03 


^The rates from 1891 to 1900 are calciilated from the rotuim.s of iha 1891 
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Table IV . — Deaths according to came. 


Total deaths from — 


Year. 

All 

causes. 

Plague. 

Dholora. 

Small- 

pox. 

Fever. 

Bowel 

com- 

plaints. 

X 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

1891 


... 

24,626 

»•* 

1,720 

1,078 

19,666 

152 

1892 


... 

24,302 

... 

1,939 

238 

19,921 

84 

1893 

.«• 

... 

18,746 


70 

62 

16,727 

102 

1894 

• •1 

».» 

40,038 

... 

6,238 

21 

31,771 

248 

1896 


ki. 

20,610 

... 

131 

4 

18,428 

68 

1896 



23,372 

••• 

1,826 

23 

18,938 

65 

1897 



27,130 

• it 

746 

196 

23,063 

114 

1898 



22,446 

• •* 

99 

58 

19,034 

24 

1899 



28,836 


600 

77 

23,719 

92 

1900 



29,821 


4,239 

23 

19,229 

1,465 

1901 

• «« 


31,270 

iftf 

1,749 

42 

21,508 

2,326 

1902 

*4 • 

• V# 

33,302 

10,619 

903 

81 ' 

12,483 

2,476 

1903 



41,929 

6,118 

6,538 

409 

17,687 

3,283 

1904 

«•« 


41,190 

17,417 

32 

180 

. 14,435 

2,773 

1906 



49,637 

16,929 

2,473 

27 

21,728 

3,031 

1906 



34,699 

7,725 

1,609 

48 

18,341 

2,129 

1907 

... 








1908 

»«• 

♦ » • 







1909 

*•» 

*«• 







1910 


» f ♦ 







1911 

#•1 

... 







1912 









1918 

«.* 








,-1914 

U4 

• A 1 

1 
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Number of persons convicted or bound over in respect of 


appehbix 
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Table VIII. — Cognizable crime^ 


Tear. 

Kumber of cases investL 
gated by police. 

l^umber of persons — 

Suo 

motu. 

By 

orders o£ 
Magis- 
trate, 

Sent up 
for trial. 

Tried. 

Acquit- 
ted or 
dis- 
charged. 

Con- 

victed. 

1 






m 

1898 

f4« 


1,370 

11 

865 

1,092 

166 

927 

1899* 

*«• 


1,296 

9 

840 

1,136 

198 

938 

1900 

• «« 


1,580 

37 

995 

1,420 

264 

1,166 

1901 


... 

1,639 

67 

1,122 

1,639 

297 

1,342 

1902 


... 

1,334 

1 

872 

1,333 

296 

1,037 

1903 

1 1» 


1,690 

• M 

1,273 

1,720 

339 

1,350 

1904 



1,380 

*M 

918 

1,279 

303 

945 

1905 


... 

1,639 


1,054 

1,296 

195 

1,079 

1906 


... 

1,491 

... 

897 

1,068 

133 

935 

1907 


... 







1908 


... 







1909 

t>i 

... 







1910 

• 

... 







1911 

»» 1 

... 







1912 

* 

... 







1913 









1914 

•«t 

n « t 







1915 


... 







1916 


... 












• 

- 




NoiB.'-Columns Z 8 slioulcl stow cases instit^tod cluilng the year* 
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Table IX . — Revenue demand at successive settlements* 


Year of Settlement* 


Talisil Pargana. 


Permanent 

settlement 

1789---93. 


Revision of records. 


1837. 1841. 1877. 


Rs. Es. 


Kopachit East 
Ditto West 
Lakhnesar 


Bhadaon 


Sikandarpur West' 


1,36,722 


1,48,711 


21,791 25,508 


W C Kharid 


Ditto East 


ty 6St *1 

[ 1,49,379* 1,62,608 17,331t 1,64,885 17,381+ 

East ) 


1,06,877 


1,15,912 



Total District ... 6,04,440 


6,90,755 


* Including Rs. 17,849, the revenue of tappa Dhaka, transferred from 
Grhazipur in 1883. 

t Revised demand f oi tappa Dhaka. 
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Table '^.•^Present demand for revenue and cesses for the 
year 1313 Fasli. 


Pargana and 
tahsil. 

Where inolnded 


Acreage 

cess. 


Incidence per 
acre— 

in Ain~i* 
AMari, 

Eevenne. 

Total. 

Culti- 

vated, 

Total, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 



Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. a. p. 

Es. a. p. 

Ballia 

Ballia ... 

1,63,413 

14,516 

1,67,929 

1 15 9 

1 7 0 

Boaba ... i 

Eatehpur-Bihia 

76,644 

9,107 

86,761 

18 3 

0 16 9 

Kopach.it East,.. ; 

Kopachit ... 

40,031 

6,207 

46,238 

16 9 

10 2 

G-arha 

0arha ... 

40,634 

4,877 

45,611 

17 6 

13 4 

Tahsil Ballia 

.M 

3,10,722 

33,707 

3,44,429 

1 10 10 

1 3 3 

Lakhnesaf 

Lakhnesar ... 

19,549 

3,680 

23,229 

10 4 

0 10 10 

Sihandarpnr West 

Sikandaxpnr 

1,22,281 

20,473 

1,42,764 

1 4 10 

0 13 9 

Kopaohit West 

Kopachit «.« 

29,906 

3,939 

33,844 

16 0 

0 14 6 

Bhadaon ... 

Bhadaon ... 

25,262 

3,556 

28,818 1 

18 2 

0 14 3 

Tahsil Basra ... 

... 

1,96,997 

31,648 

2,28,646 

14 9 

0 13 7 

Kharid 

Kharid 

1,15,817 

17,766 

1,33,682 

14 5 

0 13 9 

SikandarpurEast 

Sikandarpur and 
Kharid. 

60,293 

10,217 

70,610 

1 3 11 

0 13 7 

Tahsil Bansdih ... 

... 

1,76,110 

27,982 

2,04,092 

14 3 

0 13 9 








Total District... 

tM 

6.83,829 

93,337 ' 

7,77,166 

1 6 ^11 

0 16 8 
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OCDOCrsCftCRCIOC^OrHOQOOOOC^OOrjHpHrHrH 

OrHCqC0'??X0C01>-C0a3OrH(MC04lXDC0ri.C)^05OiH(M 
050505C75 05 05 05 05 050aOOOOOOOOOOHrHrH 
COCO00COCO00COC00000C35O5a5(35a5O5<j5O5CDC55O5O5O5 

HirHrHrHiHrH»HrHHiHiHrHrHHirHrHHrHiH»Hr“CrHrH 


19 


* Decrease due to abolition of the outstill system. 
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Table XIII. — Income-tax. 


appendix. 


XV 


Objections under 
Part IV. 

Wholly 
or partly 
success- 
fdl. 

“0 

(H 

C000U305Tf05O'^lDCD<M00*«P'«?O00C0 
’«^(lOiOcOWCqr-<a5lOl>CD00QOO5i>«M00 
iHCqcqfHrHOO'^ »H i-i 

CD . 

j=i ns 

cq 

>H 

’TfC00505t>05l0t>i-HOi-)l>C0'^l>-05'^ 

'^l>.05»HC0'^O05(MC0051>.lD0>a5'^00 

•tfirfiiDiD>DCDt>cooqc<icqcqcoM»H<M(M 

Total 

charges. 

iH 

rH 

_ 00 r-- (M CD 05 CD tP CO 1> CO >H CD CD 
”i005l00q’^ IDCq-^ r-l CO'S? Jocq 

r-T 

Other sources. Part IV. 

8' 

O 

N*' 

aj 

> 

O 

Tj 

EH 

0 

•CDCD^050q0qc0O<X)iDI0l>.05 05rHTfl0i 

®L'>.05a0O^O05C0’^a3CD0500CqcqOrH — 

Ph (05^00^ CD^CO^i->,C^ CD 

to' of of CO*' rfT tJT -fT la CO r-i rfT r-T CO CO of 
i”H r— 1 'H i”H fH t-H I — 1 r-H rH H r-i iH i“H rH tH rH rH 

DO . 
U CO 
JQ 

tn i! 

05 

OCDOC000005CqoqcqcOCDCDrH05X'^ 
lOCM<MOIrPC001rHiHr-i005rH— 0050 

•H rH rH rH *H iH rH iH rH rH iH iH H rH rH 

o 

o 

o 

in' 

OS 

u 

O 

ns 

PP 

M 

Hi 

£-( 

00 

• )oo5-po30coa<icococo— 'coi>->Df?qa)co 
.3HCOH<‘0'^o;{?qocOrHCDcqo55Qi-^coi'.. 

*“1 “P fH ID 

iif '^*' «f uf i> tf cd” Iff -fT 'if 'iT ef uf co" 05 05 oT 

iHtHr-(i-H?HfHr-irH>HrHrHrHrH 

” Eft 

* i 
. 3 “ 

1> 

00‘O-HtCq(Mt>.'i’r>O5C0CSlCq.*0h..O5O20 

A>.CDOi-<'i<05T^}05Ci0 1>C000''if(?qiDrftiO 

1> 00 05 05 0^05 0500COCOC00005COCOCOCO 
iH 

Profits of 
companies. 

Tax. 

CD 


|i 

lO 

i 

Collected by 
companies. 

M 

c3 

rf 


Asses- 

sees. 

CO 


Total 

receipts. 


CO CO*>H rHC0'-<l'^t>j>,O5t'^C0CDO't'**— CO 
•HOqCO-J(lDlOrHHCDCO''f<VOCr. OhOhP 
^ 05 CO cq^(?q rn OC^ CO CD^CD^ 

of cf 0 *' of CD*' 'HT CO*' r-T H oi H cf CO* cq Tp of of 
cooqcococococococococooc coo'icqcqoq 

Year. 

rH 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

1892- 93 

1893- 94 

1894- 95 

1895- 96 

1896- 97 

1897- 98 

1898- 99 

1899- 1900 

1900- 01 

1901- 02 

1902- 03 

1903- 04 

1904- 05 

1905- 06 

1906- 07 

1907- 08 

1908- 09 

1909- 10 

1910- 11 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 
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Table XIV. — Income-tax ly Tahsils (Part IV only). 


Year. 

Tahsil Ballia. 

Year. 

Tahsil Rasra. 

Year. 

Tahsil Bansdih. 

t 

Rs 

Inder 
. 2,000. 

Over 

R's. 

2,000. 

Under 
Rs. 2,000 

Over 

Rs. 

2,000. 

Under 
Ks. 2,000. 

Over 

Rs. 

2,000. 

oi 

O 

oa 

ta 

«D 

ca 

<1 

« 

M 

o3 

H 

05 

0) 

CJ 

95 

Q . 

« M 

ca ess 

< ^ 

05 

CD 

CD 

05 

05 

CO 

< 


CD 

0) 

CD 

05 

05 

CD 

ca 

CD 

M 


QQ 

O 

w 

o 

CD 

CD 

cS 

EH 

Sa 

o 

CD 

CD 

X 

d 

6H 

1 

2 

3 

4 5 

1 

2 

3 


6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



Rs. 

Rs. 



Rs. 


Rs. 



Rs. 


Rs. 

1890-91.. 

29a 

4,684 

19 5,361 

1890-91... 

329 

5,576 

49 

5,580 

1890-91... 

27i 

5,123 

53 

4,756 

1891-92.. 

24g 

4,676^ 

Ii4 4,611 

1891-92... 

30£ 

5,177 

39 

4,604 

1891-92... 

286 

4,874 

39 

3,330 

1892-93... 

321 

7,086 ; 

il 3,735 

1892-93... 

31S 

5,483 

36 

3,501 

1892-93... 

264 

3,175 

53 

5,248 

1893-94... 

305 

5,122 i 

!9 4,054 

i893-94... 

304 

5,298 

41 

4,402 

1893-94... 

303 

5,430 

56 

5,752 

1894-95... 

392 

6,861 c 

!8 4,856 

1894-95... 

323 

5,517 

44 

4,484 

1894-96... 

327 

6,070 

66 

6,732 

1895-96... 

356 

5,768 S 

i8 3,793 

1895-96... 

299 

6,115 

40 

4,189 

1895-96... 

342 

6,316 

62 

6,620 

1896-97... 

372 

6,034 5 

4 3,260 

1896-97... 

301 

4,930 

39 

3,990 

1896-97... 

271 

5,358 

66 

7,849 

1897-98... 

369 

5,7542 

6 4,481 

1897-98... 

254 

4,156 

35 

4,181 

1897-98... 

274 

5,193 

51 

5,868 

1898-99... 

369 

4,633 2 

9 8,425 

1898-99... 

277 

4,478 

33 

6,536 

1898-99... 

243 

5,372 

50 

4,485 

1899-1900 

397 

4,010 3 

1 3,680 

1899-1900 

231 

4,175 

33 

7,362 

1899-1900 

250 

6,728 

48 

4,143 

1900-01... 

383 

5,926 2 

6 4,132 

1900-01... 

230 

4,071 

33 

4,356 

1900-01... 

249 

4,764 

44 

5,477 

1901-02... 

408 

6,640 i 

9 2,977 

1901-02... 

224' 3,745 

32 

3,921 

1901-02... 

250 

4,739 

45 

4,999 

1902-03... 

428 

6,903 3 

7 4,384 

:1902 03... 

242 3,961 

33 

4,444 

1902-03... 

273 

4,933 

46 

5,861 

1903-04... 

164 

4,335 3 

3 3,381 

1903-04... 

76' 1,942 

34 

3,917 

1903-04... 

87 

2,408 

44 

4,332 

1904-05... 

163 

4,288 21 

9 4,096 

1904-05... 

lllj 2,964 

43 

5,452 

1904-05... 

85 

2,320 

37 

4,173 

1905-06... 

142 

3,744 21 

S 4,542 

1905-06... 

loej 2,942 

38 

5,438 

1905-06... 

92 

2,482 

32 

3,824 

1906-07... 

146 

3,802 2! 

3 4,395 

1906-07... 

125 3,452 

45 

5,455 

1906-07... 

88 

2,319 

31 

3,769 

1907-08... 




1907-08... 





1907-08... 





1908-09... 




1908-09... 





1908-09... 





1909-10... 




1909-10... 





1909-10 . 





1910-11... 




1910-11... 





1910-11... 





1911-12... 




1911-12... 




J 

1911-12... 





1912-13... 



J 

L912-13... 




J 

1912-13... 





1913-14... 



) 

L913-14... 




J 

1913-14... 





1914-15... 



] 

1914-15... 




] 

1914-15... 





1915-16... 



J 

1916-16... 




} 

-915-16... 





1916-17... 



] 

916-17... 




] 

-916-17... 








Table XV . — District Board, 


APPESTDIX, 


XVll 


Expenditure. j 

o 

P 

CO 

r-i 

Ks. 

380 

380 

920 

150 

1,600 

tn 

a 

cs 

o 

PM 

r-l 

rH p*H rH 

Civil 

works. 

CD 

r-i 

.Cqi.OOi'^rHCqXOilLOrHrHOQCOOOOOOCMCM 

soXCOOCi;^rHCqO>'^lrHOOOXOq^^ 

00^ rH OO^JOr— icoc<ion5cocoi>-!?quoo> 
to o' to csf CO to o' o" oq’ co o o' co" ao 

oqoqcqoqcocoijqcqoqcooococoio'rffoo'rf 

I 1 m 

03 ^ fS 

o 

3 0)0 
o 

ID 

rH 

.jooooO'i^fo r> lococtiiMoco'^ 

• • : CO Oi O rH CO 50 CO 

P^OOHpTflTP'xS . . .,H rHrHCqCOCO 

0 a ■ 

.2 « g 

14 

. ^ <3i fO 05 -!? 

Medi- 

cal. 

CO 

oq 

rH 

OcotO'^iOO'^oociOicooqcsioJOCOcM 

.xcooqf'-t'-rHOXcoocit^cMiocqxtoTfi 

03'^ (MCOCO cq^lO'^l^OO^QOJL-'.-'flO'^J^'^COO 

lo id io xo to ' rC to to to to ad ad <o oT o'' o" r-T 

j-H rH r— * rH 

Educa- 

tion. 

iHCDr-fOOoqasoot^iooquooqcq'^— irH 
.lOOOOOOCOOCOlOOOrHrHOCOCOOi 

M t^co^ CO ciq_co no (O i> cq cio <0 oo cnj o 

P x" 00 ' CO Qo' gT cd oq cq cd cd id to cd r-T i-T <0 — 
rWrH'-HrHr-frHOqOqoqOqoqcqOqcOCOCO'^ 

General 

Admi- 

nistra- 

tion. 

i-H 

iH 

„*oqocococoocococqco-fn.-oococ<}t>. 

/^i'-OOlO XCSOCOJC'-OCOOOCOO'^COIO 
-‘HocOf^COOt'^COO; w 

r-lr- IrHrHrHrHOqrHOq 

Contribu- 
tions to 
Provincial 
funds. 

o 

i-H 

'sP CO 0 

0 to 0 

^ CO rH rH 

"rt ^ 05* 

O 1 = 
o 

a: 

OOXcqQOc;CDcooc:coor>i>rHOOb*. 

v’CO'i^i-HCOOOCOCOCOQOCDi'-rHl'-HfllOOO 

CD oc cq X r-j^ 0 ^ 0 io^ 0 0 ^ cq cq^ 

'■“* rH cd <zd cd oi cd rH I'd oT 0 '' cq id' i> to ^o 

i0ioiorn<:otoiotoiototot>aooiccco^c>^ 

rH rH 

! 

cc 

-JJ 

& 

u 

Fer- 

ries. 

CO 

COXi-irHOrHCOO 

• cq CO CO rfi cq oi 

CO co' cq" T? t-NT -h" ad 

wcqcqcqcqi-Hoqi-j 

y‘ 

s 

d 


. CO. 0 o 0 io 0 oq 0 CO 0 CO 1-1 r-« 

y. X OJ LO ^ cq CO cq O'! 0 0 CO 0 X 0 X CD 1>- 
:::; co^ 0 cq co co^ r-^ rn^ co l-^. 0 ^ ';r< 

r-T 1-4 1-4 r-T x' CO Co' x' CO CO X CO* 

* 

Civil 

works. 


.COXLO i-H-H-HOJXi-HOi-HCOCOCOrft 

y- CO rH : • CO 'T CO oq X I— cq t" ' — 

cc^ • • I--I 10 X T? F-^^ cq cq^ 

I-T -4 r-4 r-*' r-T 

1 ' 

m ^ g 

g 5 

1.0 

:,:r-'Xocc:sqi>(?q(McqxcqTfLoxcox 

-s.irHr-irHr-1 rH ■'Jf<rT(t'~'riirHi-iHrOiOr? 

XXXX XrnlMCqx 


Scien- 

tific, 

c<tc. 


X LO rH 0 0 

C5 Ct 

t-i C5 1 

rt 1 

CO 

.XXXlO>JOi— ■XrHXX!?qXrH'r?t-'fCO 
y. OMOi— xr— Oi-J oixcooxrH-Tfcq-^iOi 

JO LO^ X OC^CO, (N CO X X 0 CO cn; 

1 —' oq' -4 rH 1-4 1-4 1-4 1 — ” sq' !m’ ,-1 cq' cq'' x" 'rii' x" oq*' 

Educa- 

tion. 

oq 

.iocqcooqocococoxxxi''.cocqc5xx 
tc Ci —( cr. -f r- oq CM cr- 0 0 rH LO — ' 0 — 1 X 

rH^Lo^^ CO LO CO X X'^ 0 CO X cq 10 ^ cq^LO^ x^ cq^ 

LO*' T? -htT TfP id' id' id' id id to td td cd ad id" co 

Year. 

rH 

1800- 91 

1801- 92 

1892-93 
1803-94 
1894-95 ... 

1805- 96 ... 

1806- 97 ... 

1807- 98 ... 

1808- 99 

1899- 1900 ... 

1900- 01 

1901- 02 ... 

1902- 03 

1903- 04 

1904- 05 ... 

1905- 06 

1906- 07 

1907- 08 ... 

1908- 09 

1909- 10 

1910- 11 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 ... 

1913- 14 


* !Porttl6rly UOfc receipts only wove slxown. Prom this year receipts and also expenditure are given. 

t Prom this year the groBs receipts from ferries were for the first time credited to the District Board. 
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Ballia Didrict, 


p>o 

•s^ 

'o 

I 


M 

t> 

M 

S 

« 


Expenditure, - | 

Total. 

CO 

»-{ 

CCI-^OXXt>.OCDCO(MOCOr-<r-<OXt> 

«J Jt>.0qi>t>.C005OXlOXXC0XCDfiqt>*r-f 

^ o' 05*' I-H CT 05*' O*' 1 -H os'o*' o'* r-T r-T Co" Ccf CO*' CD*' 

1 — (r-< r-li— 1 T— <pHrHi— Ir-Hoqcqt^cq 

OtEer 

heads. 

— 1 

U5OC005O''pi-IC0OC005t>C0O«5lDrH 
• CDCSSCOXCqcO'rfl'cpCO'OCOTflCOfCqiOlO'.a 

^ W r-T rs r-T t-H CO*' CO 05 'H' 

ID r-H 

Public 

In- 

struc- 

tion. 

CD 

pH 

• c<I*-JCOCOCOOOt>.CO»D,HCOCOrH',f(MCO 
^ t-05Xr-it^oqsqo5p-t005',p^,HOcq,H 

HH COXXXt»t-XX<05 

1 — J r-i i-H 1—1 r-1 l»^ (— ( rH 

Public 

works. 

15 

COCNICOOXCO'^CO'^iD'^XiOOSI-'-Orfi 

rn* cocqcqiocDoqot>coxoqjoocDcqcocD 

3 lDV5CO'-^C01DrHV5t*-lDlO-^Xt>^'?COU5 

cq rH r-T i-T ^ r-f r-T Oq'Cq' US' Tfp id' 

rH 

Hospi- 

tals 

and 

Dispen- 

saries, 


qC id o t-. b- CO oq o o o o o o o o o o 
^ xcqt^xcDOoqcDCDCDMcqcqcqcqoqcq 

Ph COTftCOCOCO'^l'!fiCOCOCO'?P'^'«P'^(-^^'a 

Con- 

ser- 

vancy. 

CO 

( 

.a5oq^cocqi>*oqt>oxcocO)-j05rH'^— 1 

01 XrH-^b-b-COt^XrHOOSUO— ocqxt- 

r4' 0 ^ ccT (cq' oq' cq OsT 00 ocT oq' oq" co co co 

Water supply 
and drainage. 

cj i, aj 
•2 p c 

cq 

—1 

ojOiocoococor^xoq-txcD cocooq 

^ ocqxcoxuooqrHiDOiD^ : tiDoqoq 

WiH OqCOr-lCqr-irHr-Jr-J i-H - rcD-H 

Capital. 

'H 

pH 

XrHCq M (05r-^lD CD 

oj 05 cq , ..r- Ir-i ..-H ... 

tS : . rH* : ; : : : 

^ CO 

Public 

safety. 

10 

rHCDXt^XXOXX'MOOq05-<'^005 
w CqxiDXXr>C'1-flrf(XOt>05(?qXCD'^ 

(oT snT oq*' oq*" oq" cq*' cq cq'' cq" cq" cq" cq" cq" cq" cq" r-T 

Adminis- 
tration 
and collec- 
tion of 
taxes. 

05 

l>Cqcqr-(iD*^'^OOTf)i>.TfIO^OCDlDb- 
• l>t^l'^CqC0t^0JCDCDrHOl>.l>-05lDXX 

42 

1 — ii— li— (i— tr-«pHCqiHi-^i— Ir-l r-TtHr-li— ) 

Income. j 

Total. 

X 

cqTfUDxo-^cocqcicqcqob-cqxMX 

CqpHCqi>.Oc005XOMXrHOiDCOTpri< 

jS 00 ^ cq^ co^05^X)^'^^iD^ cq -t 

" o" o' o" r-T d** os" os" o" r-T -H cq" os" co" co" o" o" 

r— li— li~(r-irHr- iCqcqOSCq 

Other 

sources. 

o 

o>cqr-icqx'^'0'^i-icqwooxco‘Do 

■ Ot'-Ob-’^tCDi-HX^—CqoiDiOXOr-^QO 

3 a W '5^l^0^0^1D^CD^r-^^rH^Cq^^> ID CfS^CO^CO^O 35 

^ CD" co" Cd" CD" co" J> x" 00 t> cq" 00 

r- ( iH «“< X i—i 

CO 

a 

d 

o 

CD 

Rs. 

50,000 

CO 

"rt 

CU 

lO 

•. CqO'-4(35W5lOt>-OOXlDOO»DrHTPcq 
« i>-cqxDi>-05r-ixxxcqrHC0'^rHX'^cq 
iDcqcqcqrHcqi-icqcqGqiDcq^iDJc-osio^ 
id" r-T 

Other 

taxes. 


r-)CqXl>JC>.iDXXXb-X01>(35'^'aX 
a,* •^Cqi>CqiDlD05rHXl>'?PlOr-it>lDX'^ 

/S X tr- <35 jH tH X^o >-H^05 o cq^o cq^o^co o 

^ x" x" CO CO x" co cq" CD x" cq CO 'sfT cd" id id" xd" id 

Tax on 
houses 
and 
lands. 

CO 


Octroi. 

«q 


§ 

tH 

1890- 91... 

1891- 92... 

1892- 93... 

1893- 94... 

1894- 96... 

1895- 96... 

1896- 97... 

1897- 98 

1898- 99... 

1899- 1900 

1900- 01 ... 
1901-02 ... 
1902 03 ... 

1903- 04 ... 

1904- 05 .. 

1905- 06 

1906- 07 ... 

1907- 08... 

1908- 09... 

1909- 1910 

1910- 11... 

1911- 12... 

1912- 13... 

1913- 14... 



APPEKBIX 


XIX 


Table XVII . — Distribution of Police ^ 1906. 


Thana. 

Sub- 

Inspec- 

tors. 

Head 

Con- 

stables. 

Con- 

stables. 

Muni- 

cipal 

Police. 

Town 

Police. 

Bural 

Police. 

Boad 

Police. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

Ballia 


4 

■ 


23 


201 

2 

Haldi 

•t. 

2 

■1 



tit 

89 

... 

Bairia 


3 

2 

16 

• •• 

9 

111 

... 

Gar war 

... 

2 

2 

15 


16 

125 

4 

Koraatadili 


2 

2 

14 

••• 

... 

78 

2 

Basra 


3 




17 

129 

4 

Ubhaon 

#•« 

2 

■1 



• •4 

79 


Nagra 


2 




««. 

107 


Haldharpur 


2 

■1 




68 


Bansdih 

• •• 

3 

■1 



35 

170 

• •• 

Beoti 


2 




9 

97 


Sikandarpur 

1 < 

3 

■1 



11 

106 


Armed Police 


1 

13 

94 





Civil Beserve 

• «« 

5 

16 

40 


• •• 

i 


Total 

**• 

36 


274 

23 

96 

1,369 

12 


















BoIVm District. 




Table xVIH-— 



Females, 




APPEITDIX. 


XXI 


LIST OP SCHOOLS, 1906. 





Class. 

Average* 

Talisil. 

Pargana. 

Locality. 

attend- 





ance. 

/ 


Ballia 

High School 

168 



f 

Do. 

Middle Vernacular 

72 




Do,, Jubilee 

Aided Sanskrit ... 

26 




Pathsbnla, 

B.illia, G-olaganj, 

Aided Municipal, 

42 




Do , Cbauk ... 

Ditto 

63 




Do„ Wazira- 

Ditto 

41 




pur. 

Do., Haripur 

Ditto 

30 




Do., Makbdum- 

Ditto 

13 




hi. 






Ditto 

Ditto ... 

16 




Ditto 

Ditto ... 

22 




Ballia, Debi Ham 

Ditto 

17 




PathshaU. 

Bhalsaud 

Middle Vernacular 

92 




Chhata 

Upper Primary ... 

80 




Do. 

Privite 

20 




Do. 

Do. 

10 




Hudrapur ... 

Upper Primary ... 

89 




Sonwaui 

Ditto 

48 




Haldi ... 

Ditto 

40 




Majhawa ... 

Ditto 

82 




Sheopurdiar 

Ditto 

49 




Anjorpur 

Ditto 

60 




Dumri 

Ditto 

! 48 

Salliat** J 

\ 

Ballia 

N 


Zirabasti 

Agrauli 

Ditto 

Ditto 

32 

44 




; Basarkapur 

I Ditto 

41 




1 Nagwa ... 

1 Ditto ... 

33 




Piparpauti 

Ditto 

31 




Hapura 

Ditto ... 

20 




Puras 

Ditto ... 

27 




Sughar Chhapra, 

Ditto ... 

57 




Karnai 

Lower Primary ... 

23 




Raj pur 

Ditto 

28 




Sagarpali 

Ditto 

25 




Basantpur 

Ditto ' ... 

24 




Bansthana 

Ditto 

25 




Seriya 

Ditto 

25 




Do. 

Private 

15 




Janari 

Aided Primary ... 

19 




Gan gab ra 

Ditto 

32 




Muhammadpur ... 

Ditto 

31 




Akhar 

Ditto 

28 




Dubhand 

Ditto 

38 




Hansnagar 

Ditto 

40 




Ram pur Tithi 

Ditto ... 

18 




Ket Lal-ka-Chha- 

Ditto 

36 




pra. 

Badilpur 

Ditto 

35 




Bilahri ... 

Ditto ... 

32 

* 


\ 

Parsia ,,, 

Ditto 

25 


\ 

Babubel 

Ditto 

34 


• Por 1905. 
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Ballia IHstriet. 


LIST OF SCHOOLS, ISOd—CconiitmedJ. 



Pargana, 


Ballia * — f conclude 
ed). 


Locality. 


C Garya 
< Ojliwalia 
(. Bauni 


Ballia — 
(conclud- 
ed). 


Kopacliit East 


Lakhnesar 


Bairia 

Do. 

Naraingarh 
Sheopur Kapur 
Diara. 

Bhusaula 
Tola Raxaeswar 
Rai. - 

Talibpur 

Dalan Chhapra... 
Karan Chliapra... 
Sheopur Kauran- 
ga. 

GonihaCbhapra... 

Srinagar 

Ibrahimabad 

Sonbarsa 

ISfaukagaon 

Chirajpura 

Jamalpur 

Garwar .•« 

Baragaon ... 

Ratsand 
Do. 

Do. 

Phephna 
Jigni 
Kopwa 
Shah pur 
Sarayan 

Karon 

Narhi 

Korantadih 

Suhaon 

Katharia 

Tutuari 

Chaura 

Basra 

Do: 

Do. 

Tika Deori 
Sanora 
Jam 
Athila 


/ Hajauli 
KopaoWtWest Si 

I Chilkahar 


Average 
Class. attend- 

ance. 


Private 

Do. 

Do. 

Middle Vernacular 
Private 

Upper Primary... 
Ditto 


Lower Primary ... 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Aided Primary ... 

Ditto 

Private 

Do. 

Middle Vernacular 
Upper Primary... 

Ditto 

Private 

Do. 

Lower Primary ... 
Ditto 

Aided Primary ... 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Upper Primary... 
Ditto 

Lower Primary ... 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Middle Vernacular 
Aided Primary ... 
Private ... 

Lower Primary.., 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Aided Primary »„ 

Upper Primary 
Ditto ,,, 

Lower Primary ... 
Ditto 






AEPEKDIX.' 


sxm 


LIST OF BCKOOhB—CeoatmuedJ, 




Locality. 



Average 

TaksiL 

Pargana. 



Class, 

attend- 






ance. 

/ 

Bkadaon ^ 

Chakra 

Baraxili 

• At 

Dpper Primary... 
Ditto 

S7. 

34 



< 

Turtipar 

*•* 

Upper Primary 

22 




Birpura 


Ditto „• 

30 




Tari Baragaon 

... 

Ditto M, 

26 




Nagra 

... 

Ditto 

35 




Bhimpura 

• *« 

Ditto 

28 




Akhope 

• •• 

Ditto 

40 




Haldi 


Lower Primary... 

25 




IN'arhi 

... 

Ditto 

28 

Basra— 



Bilannjha 


Ditto .M 

81 

{ conolud’ ( 



Charawan 

... 

Ditto 

25 

edj. 



Salem pnr 


Ditto f.i 

24 

Sikandarpur West\ 


Pharsatar 

• •• 

Ditto 

22 



Khali spar 

• tt 

Ditto 

21 




Indauli 

... 

Ditto 

11 




Sarai Bharthi 

... 

Ditto 

26 




Khanwa 

• •• 

Ditto 

18 




Bilthra 

• •* 

Ditto 

20 




Malap 


Ditto 

30 




Do, 


Private 

30 




Do. 


Do. 

10 




ITagra 

... 

Do. 

8 

\ 



Nonanra 

ttt 

Aided Primary ... 

38 


V 

Tnrki 


Ditto 

80 



/ 

Bansdih 

• »* 

Middle Vernacular 

94 ' 




Sahatwar 


Ditto 

42 




Maniar 


Upper Primary... 

50 




Do. 

... 

Private 

20 




Do. 


Do. 

i 10 




Do. 

... 

Do. 

10 




Do. 

>t. 

Do. 

20 




Eeoti 

... 

Upper Primary 

62 




Do. 

• •• 

Private 

8 




Do, 

... 

Do. 

10 




Do. 

... 

Do, ... 

8 




Karammar 

... 

Upper Primary ... 

39 




Sukhpura 

... 

Ditto 

49 




Halpur 

... 

Ditto 

86 

Bansdib^; 

Kkarid 


Mairitar 


Ditto 

37 



Kharaimi 

*•« 

Ditto 

31 




Husainahad 

• .* 

Ditto 

62 




Mundiari 

... 

Ditto ... 

33 




Balupur 

... 

Lower Primary,,. 

86 




Barsandi 


Ditto 

22 




Gaighat 


Ditto 

40 




Hathanncli 

t.. 

Ditto 

18 




Jagirsand 

)*** 

Ditto 

28 




Chandpur 

••r 

Ditto 

24 




Keora 

••• 

Ditto 

29 




Surajptira 


Ditto 

33 




Surahia 

**• 

Aided Primary ... 

24 



N 

Asna 

... 

Ditto 

18 





Xxiv- 


BaMicc Dtstrid. 


LIST OP SCHOOLS— 


Tahsil. 

Pargana. 

. Locality. 

Class. 

Average 

attend- 

ance. 





Sikandarpur 


Middle Vernacular 

37 





Ditto 


Aided Primary ... 

48 





Ditto 

... 

Private 

28 





Ditto 


Do. 

20 

S' 




Husainpur 


Upper Primary ... 

34 





Ekail 


Ditto 

43 





Pur 


Lower Primary... 

• 42 

Cl 




Katkaara 

... 

Ditto 

24 

S 




Kharsanda 


Ditto 

13 

s 


Sikandarpur East 


Belas ri 

• » . 

Ditto 

28 

i 




Katkauli 


Ditto 

22 

rS 




Sisotar 


Ditto 

32 

QQ 

Pi 




Bagkaari 

... 

Ditto 

24 

ce 




Misraiili 

... 

Aided Primary ... 

46 

W i 




Bahera 

... 

Ditto 

85 





Pandah 


Ditto 

41 





Nawanagar 


Private 

20 



1 

\ 

1 

Ditto 


Do. 

15 




APPENDIX. 




KOADS, 1906. 


Miles. 

fnr. 

3 

2*22 

3 

2*22 

24 

3-3« 

10 

1*64 

4 

2*11 

0 

2*63 

1 

0-77 

0 

3*71 

2 

1-88; 

14 

1-37 

0 

3-37 

1 

1-41 

68 

612 

4 

0 

7 

0 

2 

0*86 

1 

0 

14 

0*86 

21 

0 

13 

0 

34 

0 

16 

0 

2 

4 

39 

0 

12 

0 

14 

0 

19 

0 

12 

0 

1 ” 

4 


A.— PEOVINOIAIi. 

(i) Ballia civil station roads ... 


Total 


B.— LoOAii, 

class roads, metalled, "bridged and drained t'kroug'hout, 

(i) Ballia to Ghazipnr 
(iil Ballia to Bansdih 

(iii) Ballia to Hanumanganj ( vide III, iv J 

(iv) Ballia railway station road 

(v) Ballia goods-shed road 

(vi) Ballia Kotwali to Satiwara 

(vii) Chit Baragaon station road 

(viii) Phephna to Basra 

(ix) Bansdih station road ,,, 

(x) Beoti station road 


Total •• 

II (A). '^Second class roads, unmetalled^ bridged and drained 
tliroug'houf* 

^i) Basra to Pardhanpnr and Dehma •• 

(li) Basra to Ghazipnr ... .« 

(iiil Baragaon to Ghazipnr ... ... ». 

(iv) Narainpnr to Lathndih ... •, 


Total 


II (B). — Second class roads, unmeialled, partially bridged and 
drained, 

(i) Ballia to Bairia ,,, 

(ii) Ballia to Sahatwar ... ... 


Total 


IIL-^FifiTb class roads, cleared^ partially bridged and drained, 

S Bansdih to Piaria ... ,«• ^ 

Bansdih to Kharanni ... ••• • 

(iii) Sihandarpnr to Bairia ^ ... » 

(iv) Sikandarpnr to Hannmanganj (vide III) 

(y) Sihandarpnr to TJhhaon ... » 

(vi) Sikandarpur to Phephna y»4 ..t f« 

(vii) Sikandarpnr to Nagra i*. ••• t* 

(viii) Nagra to Ubhaon, Turtipar and Dohri-ghat . 


This road is unhridged at the Sarju river* 



xsvi 


Ballia District. 


EOADS, 1906 — (emclnieA). 


III. — I'ift'h class roads, cleared, fariially 'bridged and drained- 
(concluded). 

(ix) Kagra to Basra 

(x) Kagra to Garwar ... 

(xi) ISTagra to Sidhagar-gliat ... 

(xii) i^agra to Parmandapur ... 

(xiii) Basra to Haldliarpur 

(xiv) Barsar to Mairitar and Dhanpur 

(xv) Sukhpura to Bustans ... 

"(xvi) Haldi to Chandpur ... ... 

(xvii) Baii’ia to Bekia ... 


TV. — Sixth class roadSf cleared only, 

(i) ISfagra to Gkosi ' ... 

(ii) ITagra to Man t*t **• 

(iii) Basra to Nagpura 

(iv) Piaria to Baragaon 

(v) Piaria to Karon and Karhi 

(vi) Bhirupura to Bilaunjha ... 

(vii) Bhimpura to Baicha ... 

(viii) Matka to Baicka and Bakadurganj 

(ix) Pkarsatar to Ckakwat ... ... 

(x) Skeopur to Jauki-gkat ... 

(xi) Beoti to Bkarsota ... 

(xii) Bairia to Manjki-gkat 
(xiii Bairia to Bevelganj ... 


Gean3> Total 


423 3-2 


APPEKBIX 


xxvu 


FERRIES, 1906. 


River, 

Ferry. 

Pargana.' 

Tahsil, 

Management. 

Income* 


Kofcwa 




Rs. 


Garha 

Ballia 

District Board, 

1 


Ujiar ,,, 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto 


) 6,600 


Bharanli 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 




Belsipah 

Bo. 

Do. 

Private 



JSTarhi 

Bo. 

Do. 

Do. 



Kot 

Ballia 

Do. 

District Board, 



, 

Bilaspar ... 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 



O) 

tS)( 

Taranpur 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 


> 4,800 - 

1 

Ballia 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 


Sheopardiar 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 

> 



JaaM 

Do, 

Do. 

Ditto 




Hansnagar 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 


; 2,225 


Parbodlipar ... 

Do. 

Do. " 

Ditto 


■ 1,450 


Sarba Chbapra 

Bo. 

Do. 

Ditto 



Naaranga 

Doaba 

Do. 

Private 


S 

Daraodarpar ... 

Bo. 

Do. 

Do. 


✓ 

Nagpura ... 

Lakhnesar ... 

Rasra 

Do. 

*•« 


Lakhnesar 

Ditto 

Do. 

Do. 

»•« 

P 

Am ghat 

Ditto 

Do. 

Do. 

« * « 

c3 S 
W 

Pardhanpar ... 

Ditto 

Do. 

Do. 


Tika Beori ... 

Ditto 

Do. 

Do. 

• 4« 


Pipra 

KopachitEast 

Ballia 

District Board, 

275 

N 

Bansthana ... 

i Ballia 

Do. 

Private 


C e n - 
jraha, . 

Naakagaon . . . 

Kharid 

Bansdih 

Do. 

!•« 


Turtipar 

Sikandarpar 

Rasra 

District Board, 

1 


West. 




) 2,700 


Karimgaaj 

Ditto 

Do. 

Ditto ... 

J 


Baba Behra ... 

Sikandarpar 

Bansdih 

Ditto 



e6 


East, 




1,700 

Qutbganj 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

j 

bD 

Goshaiapar ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


925 


Parsotam Patti 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

I 


Maniar 

Eharid t.. 

Ditto 

Private 



Saltan par 

Bo. 

Ditto M« 

Do. 

»•« 


Haakagaoa ... 

Do. 

Ditto 

Do. 



Ram par Biara 

Do. 

Ditto 

Do. 


\ 

West. 
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BalUa District 


POST-OFFICES, 1906. 


Pargana. 


Class. Management. 


KopacMt East 


A Lakhnesar 


Sikandarpnr West' 


Kopachit West 
V Bkadaon 


j.Bikandarpur East 


Bhalsand 
Majkawa 
Ckhata ... 
Gkarauli.M 


Snremanpnr 
Balan Chhapra 
Garwar ... 
Baragaon 
Pkephna 
Batsand 
I Korantadih 


Biltlira Station 


Bilthra Bazar 
Pharsatar 
Chilkakar 
Haldharpur 
Bansdih ... 


Mundiari 
-Sakatwar . 
'Sikandarptir 
Kawanagar 


Head office. 
Sub-office. 


Branch office. 


Sub-office. 
Branch office. 


Sub-office. 


Branch office. 


Sub-office, 


Branch office. 


Sub-nffice. 


Imperial, 
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MARKETS, 1906. 


Tahsil. 


Pargana. 


Ballia 



Doaba 


Village. 


. Ballia 
Haldi 

Gbarauli . , . 
Nagwa 

Seriya 

Janari 

Hanumanganj 
Patkliaiili . . . 
Sbankarpur 
Bhalsaiici ... 
Sagarpali ... 

» Gotlialiuli ... 
Ojliwalia ... 

It. p lira 
Zlfubasti ... 
Dubhand Kal n 
Dubliand Khurd 
Math Sbeo Gosbain 
Karnai 
Pacbrukhia 
Cbbat ‘1 
B-isiintpur ... 

M . jba wa . . . 

Kabip Chhapra 
Middha 

^ Rigbunatbpur 

/ Biiria 

Raniganj ... 
Sonbirsa ... 
Srinagar ... 

Murli Chhapra 
M tdliobaui 
Dokbi 

V Sri pal pur .i. 


Market days. 


Sunday and Thursday, 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday. 

Sunday and Wednesday. 
Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Monday. 

Do! 

Tuesday. 

Wednesday. 

Friday. 

Do. 

Saturday, 

Monday and Thursday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Tuesday and Saturday, 
Ditto. 

Thursday and Saturday. 
Tuesday and Friday. 
Wednesdiy and Saturday. 
Ditto. 

Sunday, Mondiy, Wednes- 
d iy and Thursday. 
Tuesday and Saturday. 
Friday. 

Sunday "nd Wednesday. 
Ditto. 

Monday and Friday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Kopachit East 


r Gar war ,,, 
Barkagaon ... 
^ K maila 
'] Rats-ind ... 
Mithwar ,,, 


Wednesday and Saturday. 
Sund y and Wednesday. 
Saturday. 

Monday and Thni'sday. 
Ditto. 


Garha 


\ 



Narhi 

Pipra 

Chaura 

Suhaon 

Daulatpur 

Karon 

Dj iar 

Kotwa 


Sunday and Wednesday. 
Tuesday and Saturday. 
Monday. 

Wednesday. 

Friday. 

Saturday.' 

Monday and Friday. 
Wednesday and Saturday, 


20 




Bansdih. 


XXX 


Ballia District* 


HAEKETS, 1906— 



Village. 


Kopachit IVest 


Bhadaon 


Kharid 


'■'1 


Easi’a 
Kocwari 
N-gpura ,,, 

Tika Deori ... 
N.igpur 
Bhikhra 
Athija ... 

Jam 

Bilthra 
Hatbaunjlia . 

Tari Baiv.gaon 

Chandair 

Grotlivya 

Anwari Kalau 

Turfcipar (Hanorwar) 

Anwayan 

Souadih 

M.ilet ,** 

Pliarsatar 

JVIolidari (JSTngra) 

Birsava 

Jarwaon 

Karbi 

Mdiij tdpiir 

Parasrampur 

Barwa 

Turfcipar ... 
Eatanpiira 
Parasia 
Shoopiir ... 
Kishorganj 
Scnari Namaria 
K*x-b..di ... 

Dubwa 
Jatanpur ... 

Jhajhaur ... * 

S-iraya ISTagdaura 


Asanwar 

Chilkabar ... 

Dumri 

Kiireri 

Hajauli 

Aundi 

Cbskra 

Mobiuddinpur 

Graigbat 
Karammar 
Mairitar ... 
Sukbpura 


Market days. 


Wednesdiy and Saturday. 
Suna:.v. ^ 

Do. 

Tiie-day. 

Monday. 

Prid ly. 

Puesdiy and Friday. 
Sunday and Thursday. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday and Friday. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Tuesday 
Weduesduy i.nd Saturday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Tuesday and Friday. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Wednesday. 
Ditto. 

Tuesday and Saturday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday and Thursday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday. 

Sunday, 

Tuesd'jy 

Thursday. 

Saturday, 

Monday and Thursday 
Ditto. 

Wednesday and Saturday * 
Ditto. 

Tuesday and Friday, 

Monday and Friday. 

Ditto. 

Tuesday and Saturday. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sunday, Tuesday and 
Saturday, 
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MARKETS, 1906 — (concluded). 


Tali si' 

Pai’gana. 

Village. 

Market days. 


r 

'Binsdih 

Sunday and Wednesday. 



Sahatwar ... 

Ditto. 



Semri 

Sunday, 



Raj pur 

Monday. 



Cliorkhand ... 

Do. 



Baragaon ... 

Do. 



Birnarbari ... 

Wednesday, 


1 

1 

Apail 

Do. 


1 

Graugpur (Lamhauti) ... 

Thursday. 


Khar i d — conclu- ^ 
dedj. 

Sheorampur 

Halpur 

Rampiir 

Frid.^y. 

Do. 

Do. 



Maniar 

Wednesday and Saturday, 



Cbandpur ... 

Monday and Thursday, 



Kbajuri 

Ditto. 



Reoi-i 

Ditto. 



Hathaunch... 

Ditto. 



Parikhra ... 

Monday and Friday. 



Siiltanpur ... 

Tuesday and Friday. 



Husainabad 

Ditto. 


L 

Mundiari ... 

Sunday and Thursday, 

c 

/ 

Duha Behra 

Ditto. 

C i 

Sikandarpur 

Sunday and Wednesday. 

i 


Husainpur... 

Ditto. 

tfj 

P3 


Kliarsauda ... 

Ditto. 


B.ighanri ... 

Tuesday and Saturday, 

cS 

w 


Magwapar (Duncan ganj) 

Ditto. 


Garhmal 

Sunday. 



Masumabad 

Tuesday. 



Kanth 

Thursday. 



Barwa 

Do. 


Sikaudarpur Easts 

Chandwa 

Isarbhali ... 

Monday. 

Friday. 



Baheri 

Saturday. 



Pur (Tola Gralara) 

Do. 

* 


Pur Khas ... 

Monday and Friday. 



Gauri 

Ditto. 



Nawanagar... 

Ditto. 



1 Si so tar (Chaube Pathak) 

Tuesday and Friday, 



Siwan Kalan 

Ditto. 



Kbajuri 

Ditto. 


• \ 

Bakbri 

Ditto. 

\ 

Qazipur ... ... 

Monday and Thursday, 
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Ballia District, 


FAIRS, 1906. < 


1 

Tahsil. 

Pargana, 

Locality. 

Name of fair. 

Date. 

Approxi- 

Uitite 

average 
a tteud- 
ance. 

/ 

r 

Ballia 

Dadri 

Kartik Sudi 15th, 

50( ,000 


Ballia 

Do. 

Bijai-dasmi ... 

Kuar Sudi 10th... 

5,000 


Shankar pur 

Mela Bhawani 

Chait Sudi 9Lh ... 

5,000 

jd 

i 

Sagarpali ... 

Ghazi Miyan ... 

Rabi-us-sani 1st, 

3,000 

W 

Kopachit 

Baragaon ... 

Bijai-dasmi ... 

Kuar Sudi lOtb... 

4,000 


East. 






GarKa .*« 

Karon 

Sheoratri 

Phagun B di ISLli 

6,000 

\ 

Doaba 

Raniganj ... ' 

Sudisht Baba,.. 

Aghan Sudi 5th, 

20,000 

✓ 

r 

Basra 

Ramlila 

Kuar Sudi 10th ... 

3,000 


Latbaesar ' 

Lakhnesar ... 

Dargah 

Beginning of 

1,000 


1 



August. 


1 ] 

Sikandar- 

Sonadih 

Ramnaumi. ... 

Chait Sudi 9th ... 

20,000 


par West. 






Kopacbit 

TJchera 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

4,000 


West. 






/ 

Bansdih 

Dasahra ... 

Kuar Sudi 10th... 

3,000 



Manikpar ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

600 



Birnarbari ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

8o0 



Sahatwar 

Ditto ... ; 

Ditto 

3,000 



Gaighat 

Ditto 

Ditto 

' 1,500 



Surajpura 

Ditto 

Ditto 

300 



Chandpnr 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2,000 


Kharid < 

Middha 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

1,000 



Reoti 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2,000 

§< 


Aghaila 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

1,000 

oS 

w 


Asegha 

Sheoratri 

Ph-^gun Badi 13 th 

4,000 



Chhitanni ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2,000 



Eajpur 

Ditto 

Ditto ^ 

2,000 



Balupnr 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1,000 



Jharkatha ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

400 


\ 

Maniar 

Ekti j ia 

Baisakh Sudi 3rd 

9,000 


, r 

Sikandarpnr, 

Muharram 

Muharram 10th 

9,000 


Sikandar- J 

Zahidipur 

Dargah Makh- 

Zil-hija 11th 

4,000 


^ par East. 


dum Sahib, 





GAZETTEER OF BAELIA, 


I K D E X. 


. A. 

Act XX of 1856, pp. 132,165, 180, 184, 
188, 234, 244, 248, 260, 263, 266. 
Agrauli, p. 163. 

Agriculture, pp. 31 to 34. 

Ahar river, pp. 5, 245, 268, 

Ahirs, pp. 76, 106. 

Ailasgarh, pp. 4, 213. 

Alapur Sariaon, pp, 71, 261, 262. 
Alluvial lands, pp. 3, 4, 6, 119 to 122. 
Amdari, p. 175. 

Aujorpur, pp. 159, 199. 

Anthaians, pp. 75, 89, 1S9 ; vide also 
Bajputs. 

Aonra Tal, p. 259, 

Ardaunan, p. 15. 

Area of the district, p. 1« 

Arhar, p. 35. 

Arya Samaj, pp. 67, 66, 

Asanwar, p 222. 

Atbila, pp. 62, 53, 223. 

Atits, pp. 68, 79. 

Aundi, pp. 55, 221. 

B. 

Bachgotis, p. 75 j vide also Bajputs. 
Baghaunch, p. 14. 

Bahaura, p. 163. 

Bahera river, pp. 5, 255. 

Baheri river, pp. 5, 214, 218, 255, 

Bah or war, p. 15. 

Bairia, pp. 52, 53, 66, 78, 95, 124, 136, 

. 159,164. 

Bais, pp. 71, 89, 97, 140, 148, 262 ; vide 
also Eajputs. 

Bajra, p. 35. 

Bajraha rit-er, vide Bahera. 

Bahuchi, p. 15. 

Ballia, pp. 8, 17, 52, 55, 61,66,124, 
135, 136, 159, 165. 

Ballia pargana, pp. 148, 151, 171. 

Ballia tahsil, pp. 109, 176. 

Balupur, pp. 216, 217, 

Banias, pp. 77, 97. 

Bausdih, pp. 2, 17, 64, 55, 60, 66, 72, 97, 
124, 135, 139, 178. 

Bausdih tahsil, pp. 109, 180, 

Bansthana, pp. 9, 73, 159, 167. 


Baragaon, pp. 65, 58, 66, 68, 73, 136i 
168, 183. 

Barais, p. 79. 

Ba ram pur, p, 21. 

Barauli, p. 124. 

Barhais, p, 79. 

Barka Tal, p. 205, 

Barley, p. 36. 

Barmhaiu, pp. 18, 205, 

Barren land, p. 14. 

Barsari, p. 72. 

Barunan, p. 15. 

Barwars, pp. 72, 93, 97, 140, 207, 234 ; 

vide also Rajputs. 

Basantpur, pp. 11, 7l, 174, 184. 

Basuahi Tal, pp. 10, 12, 185, 226, 245, 
259. .... 

Baser s, p. 79, 

Bayars, p. 79. 

Bazidpur, p. 136. 

Behnas, p. 80. 

Belsipah, p. 111. 

Bhadaon pargana, pp. 15^ 17, 84, 143, 
185. 

Bhadaura Tarchhapar, p. 16. 

Bhakar, p. 193. 

Bhalsand, pp. 53, 66, 134, 187. 

Bhangis, p. 67. 

Bharauli, p. 201. 

Bhars, pp. 77, 126, 128, 139. 

Bhatwalia, pp. 122, 193, 

Bhimpura, p. 261, 

Bliuinhars, pp. 71, 72, 75, 78, 89, 106, 
140, 200, 239. • . . . 

Bhusauli, p. 164. 

Bigahi, pp. 74, 75, 174. 

Bi jaipur, p. 74. 

Bijaura, p. 111. 

Biliria, p. 51. 

Biithra, pp. 2, 16, 17, 55, 61, 188. 
Bilaunjha, pp. 53, 187, 261. 

Binchhapra, p. 4. 

Binds, pp. 78, 79, 165. 

Birahias, pp 70, 89, 197 : vide Sengars. 
Birds, p. 19. ^ 

Birnarbari, p. 53. 

Bisens, pp. 73, 89 j vide also Rajputs. 
Blindness, p. 29. 

Boundaries of the district, pp. 1, 111. 
Brahmans, pp. 76, 89, 106. 

I Bricks, p. 17, 
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Bridges, p, 10. 

Budha Muaa, pp. 123, 257. 

Budlii river, pp. 10, 12, 218, 221, 24f6, 
Building materials, pp. 17, 18. 
Bungalows, p. 60. 

Burhganga river, pp. 192, 193. 

c. 

Camels, p. 23, 

Castes, pp, 69 to 82. 

Cattle, pp. 20 to 23. 

Cattle disease, p. 23. 

Cattle- pounds, p. 136. 

Census, Population. 

Cesses, pp. 122 to 124. 

Ghakia, p. 189. 

Chakra, pp. 55, 187. 

Chamars, pp. 76, 128. 

Chandair, p. 13. 

Chand Diara, pp. 6, 16, 58, 61, 122, 189. 
Chau dels, pp. 74, 89 ; also Bajputs, 
Chaudpur, pp. 124, 190. 

Chandrabansis, p. 76 ; mde also Eaj- 
puts. 

Charkaind, pp. 207, 216, 

Charaiiau, p. 252. 

Chaubarias, pp. 204, 262. 

Chaubans, pp. 73, 82, 89; 'oide also Raj- 
puts. 

Chaunsaghat, p. 145. 

Cherus, pp. 11, 71, 139, 175, 205, 219. 
Chbata, pp. 72, 175, 190. 

Chilkahar, pp. 16, 58, 71, 97, 191,223. 
Chiriakot, p. 240. 

Chit Birozpur ; 'Hde Baragaon. 

Cholera, p. 26. 

Christianity, pp. 67, 68. 

Churihars, p. 28. 

Civil courts, p. 109. 

Climate, p. 23. 

Commerce^ pp. 61 to 56. 
Communications, pp. 67 to 61. 

Condition of the people, p. 106. 
Cotton-weaving, p. 53. 

Crime, pp. 78, 125. 

Criminal courts, p. 109. 

Crops, pp. 34 to 37. 

Cultivated area, p. 31. 

Cultivating tenures, p. 8. 

Cultivation, pp. 31 to 34. 

Cultivators, p. 106; mde Tenants. 
Cultur^ble waste, p. 33. 

D. 

Babgars, p. 79, 

Badri fair, pp.21, 22, 56, 167. 

Bafalis, p. 82. 

Bahri, p, 16, 

Balan Chhapra, p. 236. 

Bamodarpur, pp, 22, 163, 164, 189, 225. 
Barzis, p. 82. 

Basela, p. 21, 


Beorhi, p. 179. 

Bhaka, pp. 64, 111, 148, 261, 262. 
Dhobis, p. 79. 

Dialects, p. 83 
Diaras, pp. 3, 7, 8. 

Dighar, pp. 74, 17'4. 

Bikhits, pp. 72, 140 ,* mde also BaJputSr 
Dispensaries, pp. 1^,136. 

Distillery, p. 127. 

District Board, p 132 

Doaba pargana, pp. 7, 17, 32, 74, 78, 84,. 

110, 114, 121, 140, 152, 191. 

Boms, p. 79. 

Donwars,pp. 71, 78, 89,140, 175,262; 

•side also Bajputs. 

Bouble-croppingj p.. 32. 

Drainage, p. 13. 

Dubhand, p. 53. 

Duha Behra, pp. 61, 92, 196. 

Dukti, pp. 61, 159, 236 
Dumraon estate, pp. 8, 74,76, 88,90,174^ 
194. 

Dumri, pp. 10, 150, 175, 197. 
Durlanpur, pp. 61,- 74, 174. 

Dusadhs, pp. 74> 78, 126, 153, 195^ 

E. 

Education, pp. 133 to 135. 

Emigration, p. 65. 

Epidemics, pp. 25 to 28, 

Excise, pp. 54, 127. 

Exports, p. 54. 

F. 

Fairs, pp. 56 57. 

Famines, pp. 24, 43 to 47. 

Faqirs, p. 82. 

Fauna, p. 19. 

Ferries, p. 60. 

Fever, p. 26. 

Fiscal History, pp. Ill to 122',. 
Fisheries, pp. 11, 12, 19. 

Floods, pp. 4, 5, 7, 13, 24. 

Forests, pp.l5, 16 

G* 

Gadariyas, p. 79. 

Gaharwars, p. 75. 

Gahlots, p. 70; mde also Bajputs, 
Gaighat, pp. 74, 91,174, 198. 

Gandhis, p. 82. 

Gangauli, p. 159. 

Ganges river, pp. 1, 6 to 9, 60, 120, 
Ganwadh tenure, pp. 76, 89, 98, 173. 
Garari river, p. 12. 

Gar ha pargana, pp. 17, 84, 111, 148, 19S. 
Garha Tal, pp. 12, 13. 

Garwar, pp. 69, 60, 124, 160, 201, 22Q. 
Gaurai, p. 221. 

Gautams, p. 73 ; mde also Bajputs* 




Ill 


Geology, pp. 2, 17. 

Gliagra river, pp. 1, 4 to 6, 60, 119. 
Gliarauli, p. 175. 

Goats, p.22. 

Goka Tal, p. 13. 

Gopalpur, pp. 74, 174. 

Go stains, p. 68. 

Gram, pp. 36, 37» 

Groves, p. 16. 

Guttauli, p. 53. 

H. 

Haha river, p. 5 j m3e Ahar. 

Hajauli, pp. 55, 71, 97, 202, 221. 

, Haldharpnr, pp. 124, 131, 187, 203. 
iHaldx (pargana Ballia), pp. 8, 60, 61, 
66, 74, 91, 124, 203. 

Haldi (pargana Sikandarpur West), pp. 
13, 144, 204, 261. 

Haldi. Raja of, pp. 74, 90 to 92, 151, 174. 
Hansnagjr, pp. 8, 61, 207. 

Hanumanganj, pp. 11, l7, 52, 97, 205. 
fiarihobans j vide Hayobans. 

Hai vests, p. 34. 

Hath'Junj, p. 92. 

Hayobans, pp. 74, 89, 90, 140, 174 ; vide 
also Raj put a. 

Health, p, 25. 

Heights, p. 4. 

Hemp drugs, p. 128. 

Hindus, pp. 67, 68 to 79. 

Horses, p. 22. 

Husainabad, pp. 53, 206, 

I. 

Ibrahimabad, p. 192, 

Imports, p. 54. 

Income-tax, p. 130, 

Indarpur, p 222. 

Indaur, p. 16. 

Indigo, pp. 36, 51. 

Infanticide, pp. 67, 126* 

Inhrmitiee, p, 29. 

Interest, p. 51. 

Intwari, p. 13. 

Iraqis, pp. 81, 223. 

Irrigation, pp. 37 to 43, 

Island No. 36, p. 196. 

Ismail pur, pp. 261, 262, 

Itaura, pp. 12, 185, 

J. 

Jagirsand, pp. 97, 215, 

Jails, p. 126. 

Jam, pp. 63, 228. 

Jamuan, pp. 74, 174. 

Janari, pp. 74, 175. 

Jauhi, pp. 8, 15, 65, 60, 206. 

Jhils, pp. 10, 11, 39, 43. 

Jijauli, p. 52. 


Juar, p. 35. 

Julahas, pp. 52, 68, 66, 80, 161. 
Jungles, pp. 15, 16, 


K. 


Kahars, pp. 19, 78, 128. 

Kaithauli, p. 72. 

Kakans, p. 75 ; vide also Rajputs. 
Kalwars, pp. 78, 81. 

Kamkars, pp. 78, 79. 

Kankar, pp. 17, 18. 

Kantu Babu jagir, vide Qasim Bazar 
estate. 

Kapur i, i?. 51. 

Karammar, pp. 53,207, 216. 

Karan Chhapra, pp. 192, 193. 

Karaon, p. 10. 

Karcholias, pp, 70, 89_,97, 140, 160,223; 

vide also Rajputs. 

Karimginj, p. 188. 

Karnai, pp. 139, 174, 207. 

Karon, pp. 199, 201, 208. 

Katehar Nala, pp. 10, 11, 13, 43, 167, 
171. 

Kathaura, pp 209, 254, 257. 

Kausiks, pp. 73, 89, 147, 160, 183 ; vide 
also Rajputs. 

Kawal Dah, pp. 12, 14. 

Kayasths, pp. 67, 78, 89. 

Keora, pp. 21, 63, 209. 

Khadipur, p. 4. 

Khaira, pp. 261, 262, 267. 

Khairadih, p. 139. 

Khajuri, pp. 210, 267. 

Kharauni, pp. 72, 210, 216. 

Kharid, pp 144, 148, 211. 

Kharid pargana, pp. 17, 35, 72, 212, 
lOiarid tappa, p. 147. 

Kharsanda, pp. 217, 257. 

Khawaspur Biara, p. 111. 

Kihdid-i pur, p 58. 

Kinwars, pp. 72, 89, 97, 140, 175, 190; 

vide also Raj puts, 

Kishanganj, p. 21. 

Kodon, p. 35. 

Koeris, pp. 77, 106. 

Kop, pp. 96, 262. 

KopachitEast pargana, pp.7l, 148, 217, 
Kopachit West pargana, pp. 71, 73, 
148, 221. 

Kopwa, pp. 16, 221. 

Korantadih, pp. 17, 22, 60, 124, 127, 
161, 224. 

Koris, p. 53. 

Kot, pp. 82, 257. 

Kotwa, pp. 17, 55, 165, 224, 

Kotwari, p. 52. 

Kumhars, p. 78. 

Kunjras, p. 82. 

Kumis, pp* 78, 106, 
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L. 

Lahsani, p. 52. 

Lakes, pp. 10, 11, 12. 

Lakhnesar, pp. 139, 225, 228. 
Laklinesar p irgiina, pp. 68, 70, 84, 148, 
151, 225. 

Lakra nnla, pp. 226 259. 

Landowners, pp. 90 to 97, 

Language, p. 83. 

Levels, p. 4. 

Lilkar, pp. 15, 78, 257* 

Lime, p. 18. 

Literacy, p. 134. 

Literature, p. 83. 

Lohars, p. 78. 

Lohatamias, pp. 74, 78, 89, 140, 164, 
195 ; mde also Rajputs. 

Luniis, pp 63, 78. 

M. 

Madhobani, p. 134. 

Magistrates, p. 109. 

Mahatwar, vide Sahatwar. 

Mairitar, pp, 62, 216, 231, 

Maize, p. 35. 

Majhos, pp. 72, 206, 216. 

Majhawa, pp. 22, 232 
Mailalis, pp. 19, 78, 79. 

Mandua, p, 35. 

Mangai river, pp. 10, 199 
Maniar, pp, 2, 52, 55, 58, 61, 66, 72, 97, 
153, 233. 

Manufactures, pp. 61 to 64. 

Markets, p. 65 
Masumpur, p. 257. 

MatM, p. 197. 

Meondi Kalan, p. 16. 

Middha, pp. 53, 71, 175. 

Migration, p, 65. 

Minerals, p. 17. 

Muhammadpur, pp. 65, 237, 261, 
Mundiari, pp. 64, 72, 92. 

Mundiari Dah, pp. 5, 12, 213. 
Municipality, pp. 132, 170. 

Munsifs, p. 109. 

Murari Patti, p. 92. 

Murli Chbapra, p. 236. 

Musalmans, pp. 67, 80 to 82, 90, 97,141. 
Mutiny. The— in Ballia, pp. 164 to 160. 

N. 

Nagpur, p. 16. 

Nagpura, pp, 63, 228, 236. 

Nagra, pp. 46, 60, 7l, 97, 110, 124, 136, 
160, 237. 

Nagwa, p. 238. 

Nais, pp. 78, 82. 

Narainpur, pp. 111, 139, 238. 

Naraulias j vide Naraunis, 

Naraunis, pp. 71, 89, 140, I79; mie 
also Bajputs. 


STarlii, pp. 66, 78, 97, 124, 200, 239. 
Nasirpur, p. 221. 

Naukagaon, p. 61. 

Nauranga, pp. 61, 178. 

Navigation, pp. 4, 9, 55, 60. 
Nawanagar, pp. 52, 80, 82, 136, 257, 
Nazul, p. 136. 

o. 

Occupations, p. 82. 

Opium, p. 129. 

p. 

Pachtorias, p. 73 ; vide also Raj puts. 
Pakka-kot, pp. 139, 219 
Pakri, pp. 210, 240, 257. 

Panwais, pp. 75, 89 ; vide also Rajputs. 
Parbodhpur, p. 55. 

Pardhanpur, pp. 9, 46, 242. 

Parganas, pp. 109, 110. 

Parihars, p. 71 j vide also Rajputs, 

Par man mdpur, p. 61. 

Parsia taluqa^ p. 154, 

Pasis, pp. 19, 79, 128. 

Pathans, p. 81. 

Patkbauli, pp. 10, 62. 

Peas, p. 37. 

Pei'fumes, pp. 51, 82, 263. 

Pharai nala, p. 259. 

Pharsatar, pp. 81, 97, 109, 240, 261. 
Phephna, pp. 10, 58, 124, 241, 

Piaria, pp. 59, 202. 

Pilkhi, p. 15. 

Pipra.ghat, pp. 10, 59, 

Plugue, p. 28. 

Police, pp. 124, 125, 

Poppy, pp. 37, 129. 

Population, pp 63 to 65, 

Post-offices, p. 131. 

Pottery, p. 51. 

Prices, p. 47. 

Proprietary castes, p. 89. 

Proprietary tenures, pp. 84 to 89. 
Proprietors, pp. 90 to 98. 

Pur, pp. 70, 97, 210, 241. 

Q. 

Qasim Bazar estate, pp. 12, 92, 122. 
Qassabs, p. 82. 

Qazipur, pp. 211, 257. 

Qutbganj, pp, 2, 4, 61, 141, 209. 

E. 

Eaghubansis, p. 75 ; vide also Rajputs, 
Raghunathpur, p. 53. 

Raikwars, p. 75; vide also Rajputs, 
Railways, pp, 65, 68. 

Rainfall, p. 24. 

Rajagao n, vide Kharauni. 
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Raiknmars, p 76; also Rajputs. 
Rajputs, pp. 25, 67, 69 to 76, 82, 89, 106, 
139 to 141, 177, 182. 

Rangrez, p 82. 

Raniganj, pp. 55, 57, 165, 224. 

Rasra, pp. 10, 13, 16, 53, 55, 60, 68, 80, 
97, 124. 127, 132, 152, 160, 242, 

Basra tahsil, pp. 16, 109, 244. 

Ratanpura, pp 12, 58, 185, 247. 
liathors, p. 75 ; vide also Rajputs. 
Ratsaud, pp. 71, 97, 136, 160, 220,247. 
Registration, p. 130. 

Religions, pp. 67, 68. 

Rents, pp. 8, 99. 103 to 106. 

Reoti, pp. 53, 55, 58, 66, 75, 124, 247. 
Reoti Dak, pp. 12, 13. 

Kepura, p. 174, 

Revenue ; vide Fiscal History, 

Rice, pp. 11, 34, 35, 37. 

Rivers, pp. 4 to 12, 43. 

Roads, pp. 55, 59. 

Roliuapur'as, p 176 

s. 

Sakatwar, pp. 2, 21, 52, 53. 55, 68, 66, 

• 72, 97, 124, 249. 

Sakiffa, p, 188. 

Saiyids, p. 82. 

Sikhel Tal, p. 13. 
sat, pp. 15.17, 53. 

S atpetre, pp. l5, 17, 53, 54, 

Sarai Kota, p. 111. 

SaxMyan, pp. 51, 224, 261. 

S u'iya, p. 72. 

Sarju river, pp. 1, 9> 20, 56, 60, 217, 

221 . 

■ S lun, p. 222. 

Saunra, p. 10. 

Sckools, pp 133, 134. 

Sects, pp. 68, 80. 

Sengirs, pp. 68, 70, 86, 89, 97, 140, 151, 
160, 228 ; vide also Rajputs. 

Seriya, p. 250. 

Sei* talug[a^ pp. 14, 96, 171, 175, 250. 
Sex, p. 66. 

Skakpur, pp. 261, 262. 

Skak Salem pur pp. 147, 210, 

220, 242, 257. 

Skankarpur, p. 10. 

Skeep, p. 22. 

Skeikks, p. 81. 

Skeopur, p. 111. 

Skeopurdiar, pp. 8, 16, 75, 158, 174, 
251. 

Ski tab Diara, pp, 1, 193. 

Siar, pp. 13, 58, 60, 188, 266. 

Sikackaur, p. 18. 

Sikandarpur. pp. 12, 51, 63, 55, 60, 66, 
, 82,124,143, 252. 

Sikandarpur East pargana, p. 254. 
Sikandarpur West pargana, p. 258. 
Sikaria, p. 62, 

Sikks, pp. 67, 68, 


Singaki, p. 114. 

Si so tar, pp. 78, 257. 

Sital Patti, p. U 1. 

Siwan, pp. 255, 257. 

Small-pox, p. 27. 

Soils, pp. 3, 7. 

Soiris, p 79, 

Sonadik, pp. 57, 266. 

Sonars, p. 78. 

Sonbarsa, pp. 60, 135, 165, 262. 

Sonwani estate, pp. 81, 93, 122, 160, 
174, 263. 

Srinagar, pp. 169, 263. 

Sripalpur, p. 164, 

Stamps, j). 129. 

Subordinate tenures, p. 98. 

Sugarcane, p. 36. 

Sugar manufacture, pp. 11, 52, 97. 
Sukion, p. 201. ^ 

Sukkpura, pp. 72, 150, 202, 216, 264. 
Sultaupur, p. 23 6. ^ 

Suraba Tal, pp. 9, 10, 11, 20, S7, 62, 71, 
184. 

Suremanpur, pp. 58, 134, 264, 


Taksils, pp. 109, 110, 176. 180, 244. 
Tujpur, p. 159. 

T.-karsand, pp. 97, 174. 

Taleji Tal, pp. 13, 14, 226. 

Tanks, pp, 39, 42. 

Tari, pp. 16, 128. 

Tari Baragaon, pp. 55, 265. 

Telegraph, p. 131. 

Telis, p- 78, 

Tenants, pp. 98 to 103, 106. 

Tengonian, p. 13, 

Tengraha river, pp. 6, 12, 189. 

Tenures, p. 76 

Tetikas, px"). 76, 78, 89, 262; vide also 
Rnjputs. 

Tkamhanpura, p. 176. 

Tika Deori, pp. 52, 228, 265. 

Timber, pp 16, 18. 

Tiyars, p. 79. 

Tola Siwan Rai, p. 124. 

Tons river ; vide Sarju. 

Topography, pp. 2 to 13* 

Towns, p. 66. 

Trade, pp. 54 to 66, 61. 

Transport, p. 58 ; vide also Cattle. 
Trees, p. 16 

Turtipar, pp. 4, l7, 62, 64, 160, 266. 

u. 

Ubkaon, pp. 69, 60, 124, 267. 

Udkopura, pJ 92. 

Ujiar, pp. 55, 224. 

Ujjains, pp. 75, 90, 174, 251; also 
Rajpdts. 

XJsar, pp. 3, 15, 185, 226, 259. 
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V. 

Vaccination, p. 27. 

Vegetables, p 87. 

'Villages, pp. 7, 66. 

Vital statistics, pp. 25, 67. 
Viziauagram. Maharaja of — p. 96. 

w. 

Wages, p. 48. 

Waste land, p. 14. 

Water-level, p. 39, • 


Wazirapur, p. 10. 

Weights and measures, n. 49. 

Wells, p. 39. 

Wheat, p. 36. 

Wild animals, p. 19. 

z. 

Zahidipur, p. 211. 

Zaid crops, p. 37. 

Zamindars, vide Proprietors. 

Zirabasti, pp. 10, 69, 139, 174 ; mde 
also Hanumanganj. 



